
 
 
 
  

 

   

 

First Ev. Lutheran Church 

Monthly Newsletter 

2026 
 

Off to a Great Start! 
 

Welcome to June! It’s hard to believe that we are almost at the half-way point of our year of celebrating 

and thanking God for 150 years together as a congregation at First Evangelical Lutheran Church! Thanks to the 

hard work and dedication of so many people, especially the members of the 150th Anniversary Committee, this 

year has gotten off to a great start! And the best is yet to come as we have our 150th Anniversary Celebration 

Service next month on Sunday, July 12th at 10 AM! 

 

Getting off to a great start is important in so many areas of life, including life itself. That’s because how we start 

affects everything that follows. 

 

Think of Jesus’ life. How our Lord’s earthly life began made a huge difference in all that followed. Jesus 

came into the world through the work of the entire Holy Trinity: God, the Father sent Him, He was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, and Jesus came as the Son of God. With the Trinity at work, Jesus’ life and ministry was off to a 

great start! Throughout Jesus’ ministry; His life, death, resurrection, and ascension, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

worked together to save humanity. 

 

As Christians, we too begin our lives with the Holy Trinity at work. It begins in Holy Baptism. Being baptized in the 

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit changes how we believers see the world, their relationship with God, 

and the kind of people we become. 

 

First, Baptism helps us to see creation as God’s gift. God the Father created and still cares for the world by 

providing things like food, homes, medicine, work, and caring people such as parents and firefighters. 

 

Second, Baptism changes our relationship with God because salvation is a gift of grace through Jesus Christ. 

Even though we are sinners, Jesus died and rose again so we can be forgiven and have a loving relationship 

with God. We are then called to share this message with others through teaching and Baptism. 

 

Third, the Holy Spirit works through the Church to shape us Christians into caring and supportive people. As 

believers in Christ, we comfort one another, encourage each other during difficult times, and we help build each 

other up in faith. 

 

Holy Trinity Sunday is always celebrated on the first Sunday after Pentecost. This year that falls on May 31st. Trinity 

Sunday is a wonderful reminder of the power of our Triune Godat work in the life of Jesus and in each of our lives, 

too. In Baptism we are off to a great start! Starting life in faith with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit makes a lasting 

difference in how we Christians live our lives in love and service to God and to all those around us! 

 

May our Triune God continue to bless and keep you 

during this celebratory year and throughout your entire life! 
 

 

 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dan Welch 
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Greeters 

Sun., June 7  8:00 AM *          Dave & Betty Witthus, Deb Bargmann  

Baccalaureate 10:30 AM   OPEN    

Sun., June 14   8:00 AM  OPEN     

Heritage Sunday       10:30 AM * Deb Bargmann    

Sun., June 21           8:00 AM * OPEN    

    10:30 AM  OPEN 

Sun., June 28            8:00 AM *     Dave & Betty Witthus   

                             10:30 AM  OPEN    

 

* Denotes Service with Communion 

 

Deacons 

Sun., June 7  8:00 AM * Mike Cisewski, Lars Ide                     

 Baccalaureate 10:30 AM   Justin Petterson, Roger H. Schmidt   

Sun., June 14   8:00 AM  Leonard Donnay, David Polzin   

Heritage Sunday       10:30 AM * Dean Scheele, Tyler Mielke   

Sun., June 21           8:00 AM * Lee Terlinden, Doug Dahlke  

    10:30 AM  Will Freberg, Roger H. Schmidt 

Sun., June 28            8:00 AM *       Mark Schmidt, David Polzin 

                             10:30 AM  Dan Nikolaisen, Dean Dahlke    

 

* Denotes Service with Communion 

 
Acolytes 

Sun., June 7  8:00 AM * Autumn & Axel Gruber                     

 Baccalaureate 10:30 AM   OPEN   

Sun., June 14   8:00 AM  Emme Neubarth, Natallie Schafer 

Heritage Sunday       10:30 AM * OPEN    

Sun., June 21           8:00 AM * Mason Ortloff    

    10:30 AM  Lily Roush 

Sun., June 28            8:00 AM *       Brady Goff 

                             10:30 AM  OPEN     

 

* Denotes Service with Communion 

 

Fellowship Hour 

Sun., June 7 9:00 AM  Day School     

Sun., June 14  9:00 AM  Deacons   

Sun., June 21 9:00 AM  Christian Education   

Sun., June 28 9:00 AM  Deacons   

 

Camera (either service) 

Sun., June 7 Andrew Mackenthun     

Sun., June 14  Robert Schuft 

Sun., June 21 Pam Ahlbrecht   

Sun., June 28           Linda Ranzau 

   

 

 

Screen Presenter 

Sun., June 7  8:00 AM * Chloe Donnay                     

 Baccalaureate 10:30 AM    Tyler Schauer 

Sun., June 14   8:00 AM  Piper Polzin    

Heritage Sunday       10:30 AM * OPEN    

Sun., June 21           8:00 AM * Brittney Wolff 

    10:30 AM                 Jeri Bennett 

Sun., June 28            8:00 AM *               Gemma Goff 

                             10:30 AM   Amy Welch 

 

* Denotes Service with Communion 

 

 

Sound System 

Sun., June 7  8:00 AM * Glenn Cohrs                     

 Baccalaureate 10:30 AM   Steven Schauer   

Sun., June 14   8:00 AM  Kevin Cohrs    

Heritage Sunday       10:30 AM *              Grady Schuft  

Sun., June 21           8:00 AM * Andrew Mackenthun  

    10:30 AM  Lynn Exsted 

Sun., June 28            8:00 AM *               Lynn Exsted 

                             10:30 AM  Tyler Schauer 

 

* Denotes Service with Communion 

 

Facebook Live (either service) 

Sun., June 7      

Sun., June 14       

Sun., June 21           

Sun., June 28      

       

Sun., June 28Sun., June 28 

 

 

 
 

Please reach out to the 
church office for any 
questions or assist-

ance in signing up in 

any of these areas.   
We are happy to help! 

 
Your volunteering is 

greatly appreciated 
and helps keep our 

church services 
running smoothly! 
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~ Board Summaries ~ 
Church Council May 21 

The Church Council reviewed, discussed, and affirmed the May 

minutes from each of the individual Boards at the May 21st 

meeting. A new weekly, Wednesday morning 9 a.m. Bible study will 

begin in June, led by Pastor Ewert, open to all members. This will be 

a lectionary-focused study based on upcoming Sundays’ Bible 

readings. Pastor Ewert will help with services at St. John’s, Arlington 

and Centennial, Henderson churches during their pastor 

vacancies. The QuickBooks Online “Advanced” version 

software/system is now in place and will add efficiencies and 

additional reporting capabilities. Most of the tuition for this just-

ended school year has been collected. 

A revised and simplified format for Board reporting of income and 

expenses was distributed and reviewed. A $40K “matching” 

donation has been offered; details are being worked on related to 

this. Deacons are looking at a strategic initiative to reactivate 

dormant members. The Nominating Committee membership was 

approved to bring to the Voters’ Meeting for approval. Church 

Council finalized a 2026-2027 budget, this was the first budget for 

the Church Council, as church office staff oversight has been 

transferred to Church Council from the Board of Trustees. 2026-2027 

church budget was approved to be brought to the May 26th  

Voters’ Assembly meeting. 

Board of Christian Education  May 11 

At the Christian Education Board meeting we discussed appointing 

a Council Representative, the Christian Education Budget, Youth 

sctivities and plans, the Baccalaureate Service, Vacation Bible 

School plans, Sunday School wrap-up, and Cradle Roll. 

Day School  May 5 

The hiring committee is currently holding interviews for a 4th grade 

teacher. There will be a retirement celebration for Mrs. Scheele on 

Sunday May 31, 2026, in between services. We thank her for her 

dedication and service to First Lutheran School. Congratulations 

Mrs. Scheele! The students will be participating in Play Day on May 

15, 2026. Closing Chapel will be on Friday, May 22, 2026, all are 

welcome to attend. The board is making plans for the 2026-2027 

school year. 

Board of Deacons May 7 

Continued discussion and planning of 150th Anniversary celebration 

plans and July 12th meal. As the day of celebration draws nearer, 

many volunteers will be needed to help set up, serve, and clean 

up. Board reviewed Dormant members strategic initiative materials 

prepared and presented by Justin P. and had much discussion. 

Board members will continue personal review of the information for 

additional discussion at our next meeting. 

Board of Evangelism May 9 

The Evangelism Board met on Saturday, May 9th, 2026. The board 

discussed the success of the Grief Seminar. Approximately 36 

guests attended the event and Pastor Evans presentation was well 

received. The board is working on ideas to improve Greeter 

volunteerism. The board will be sending a representative to June 

150th planning meeting to see how we can assist with the 

Anniversary meal. The board also will be contacting The Christian 

Education and Day School Board to see how we can assist with the 

Glencoe Days float. 

Board of Stewardship May 11 

The board reviewed the church council meeting and set a budget.  

The Stewardship Mission and Angel Seeds were tabled for next 

month. 

Board of Trustees  May 4 

The board reviewed bids for the church parking lot repair and also 

for replacement of a rooftop cooling unit. The Future Flames 

Committee presented a report on needed repairs at the school 

building. They are waiting for a bid to replace the gym/cafeteria 

ceiling. Our new custodian, Bill Ewert will start on May 7th. 

   

~ Homegrown! It’s a Good Thing! ~ 
 

The last of the Farm to School Dept. of Agriculture grant monies 

have now been depleted. Between 2022 and now, we utilized a 

total of $43,207 to purchase locally grown and raised foods (beef, 

pork, poultry, eggs, vegetables, fruits) for our school lunch program. 

These monies were also used to purchase a snack freezer, grill, and 

milk coolers. We are sincerely grateful for this program! 
 

Our May 13th, Homegrown meal featured a delicious Egg Bake 

made with EGGS from Michael Foods (donated from the Pancake 

Meal). Ingredients in the egg bake included ONIONS (school 

garden) PORK sausage made from local pigs from Alsleben Meats, 

and MILK and CHEESE from local dairy cows. 
 

We also tried something new! It was a Korean RADISH that we 

purchased from Tangletown Gardens in Plato. This was a very large 

radish with deep purple skin. The flesh was crisp with purple/white 

streaks. It had a sweet flavor with a peppery kick! 
 

The Rhubarb Muffins used fresh RHUBARB donated by RaNay 

Lentsch, Sarah LaMott, and Norene Schuette. 
 

The students learned that the cost of the ingredients (oil, sugar, 

flour, eggs) purchased to make 150 muffins totaled 19 cents each 

(not counting labor). That’s very economical considering what one 

muffin costs at the store! Students were encouraged to try baking 

muffins for their families this summer. It’s fun to make homemade 

treats for the people you love! 
 

For dessert, they enjoyed a Kemps ICE CREAM (local cows) cup 

topped with frozen STRAWBERRIES from Steven Schauer’s garden. 

Mmmmm, Good! 
 

As always, students sing the Homegrown song…. 

Homegrown’s all right with me 

Homegrown is the way it should be 

Homegrown is a good thing 

Plant that bell and let it ring 
 

To recap this past school year, here are the homegrown foods we 

enjoyed: 

Sweet Corn – Seneca Foods 

Lemon Cucumber & Cucamelon – Angela Leverich- Farmers 

Market 

Apples & Pears – Shimanski Orchard 

Apple Cider – Farmers  Market 

Watermelon – Rachel’s New Auburn Garden 

Butter & Cheeses – Bongards Creamery 

Delicatta Squash, Zucchini, Peppers & Onions – School Garden 

Farm Fresh Eggs – Doug Schultz Farm 

Pickles – local gardens 

Tomatoes – School Garden & Local Gardens 

Carrots &  Korean Radishes – Tangletown Gardens 

Summer Sausage, Dried Beef, Pepper Sticks, Hamburger, Beef 

Wieners – Brownton Meat Market 

Pumpkin – Mrs. Linda Donnay 

Apples – Brenda Birkholz 

Yogurt & Ice Cream – Kemps local dairies 

Strawberries & Raspberries – Steve Schauer Garden 

Rhubarb – RaNay Lentsch, Sarah LaMott, Norene Schuette 

Pork Sausage – Alsleben Meats 
 

We sincerely appreciate the relationship we have with each food 

grower/producer! Thank you for being a part of our “Homegrown” 

program! 
 

If you see these sources, please thank them! 

Have a great summer, kids! Remember, eat healthy and local -- it’s 

a “Good Thing!” 

 

Remember, eat healthy and local -- it’s a “Good Thing!” 
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~ Thrivent ~ 

√ Thrivent Choice – Thank you Thrivent members for continuing 

to designate your Choice $. This past month, we received $425 

for FLC and $182 for FLS. We also received a charitable Giving 

Grant of $650! Visit ( www.Thrivent.com/choice ) or phone 1-

800-847-4836 and say “Choice Dollars.” Have your Thrivent ID# 

handy. You can phone Mon – Friday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. If you 

would like assistance, please contact Cindy or the office. 

√ NEWS about Thrivent Choice – You can now direct your 

Choice $ on your schedule! You will receive ALLl of your annual 

Choice $ at the beginning of the year! They can be directed 

anytime until December 31st . This is a change! 

√ Thrivent Action Teams – A Thrivent Action Team is a simple, 

flexible way for you to bring people together to make a positive 

difference…..you might hold a fundraiser, conduct a service 

activity, or hold an educational event. Each year, every 

Thrivent member has (2) Action Teams to use! 

 

Visit Thrivent.com/actionteam to complete an online 

application (minimum 3 weeks before your event). If you are 

unable to make your request via computer, you can phone 

Thrivent and make your request via Customer Service – call 1-

800-847-4836. When your project is approved, Thrivent will 

provide resources (Action Team Kit) to help plan the event, 

promotional items (including Thrivent T-shirts to increase your 

visibility), and seed money to cover promotional and material 

expenses ($250 Community Impact Card). 

 

EVERY Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Action Teams per 

calendar year.  IF YOU”RE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR ACTION 

TEAMS, PLEASE LET CINDY OR THE OFFICE KNOW! All Thrivent 

members again have 2 Action Teams! Involve others – it’s all 

about your friends, family and community coming together to 

make a positive impact!  We continue to seek Thrivent 

members for projects at First Lutheran – we’ll put you on a list so 

we can utilize when need arises. Thank you for all who have 

already stepped forward – Verna Kunkel, Eldana Soeffker, Mary 

Brelje, Cyndi Schacht, Janel Fischer, Lanette Grenke, Steve 

Brelje, Larry Kunkel, Neil Eggersgluess, Gladys Mathwig, and Les 

& Sue Engelmann. 

 

√ Thrivent Member Network - Twin River Valley works hard to 

create fun and educational content that you can engage in 

from the comfort of your own home. There are also some great 

on-demand webinars (variety of topics) that you can view 

anytime. Guests are welcome! Please feel free to share these 

events with your friends, family, and community. 

 

√  WORKSHOP - June 11, 2026 | 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM CT - Five 

Phases of an IRA - St. Louis Park Minneapolis Marriott West | 9960 

Wayzata Blvd, St. Louis Park. There’s a shift in your mindset when 

you switch from saving and investing all those years to spending 

that money – and paying taxes on it. There are many options if 

your goal is to grow, spend and give more of your wealth. But, 

it takes planning. Join us for our workshop on the Five Phases of 

an IRA to discover: How the 5 phases of an IRA relate to stages 

of your retirement, How time can have a great impact on tax- 

deferred retirement accounts, Strategies for reducing the taxes 

you and your heirs could pay. Dinner will be served. You MUST 

pre-register.                                                                                                        

Cindy Eggersgluess – 612-840-6308, or 

eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com  

– Your Congregational Volunteer 

~ Abundant Blessings Drive 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Thanksgiving for 150 years of God’s Grace  

at First Lutheran, each month  

we will hold an Abundant Blessings Drive.  

We are grateful for your donations! 

 

 

June LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES OF MN, Youth Shelter Safe 

House – Safe House is an emergency shelter for youth ages 

16- 20 years old. While there, youth have a safe place to 

stay, nourishing meals, caring employees and active 

support from a case manager to help them secure long-

term housing and meet basic needs. 

 

July Oral Health Drive for Lutheran Social Services – Help by 

donating TOOTHBRUSHES, TOOTHPASTE, and DENTAL FLOSS 

to families in need. 

 

August VSP Global partners with local organizations like the 

Lions’ Club to support sight initiatives. Drop off your gently-

used EYE GLASSES for global distribution. 

 

September Hope Pregnancy Center of Willmar – Help by 

donating new or gently used BABY SUPPLIES (onesies, 

diapers, bags, shoes, clothing, etc.) As this drive 

approaches, we will let you know if there are specific items 

especially in need. 

 

October PASTOR APPRECIATION & CONCORDIA 

SEMINARIAN SUPPORT - Drop off your gift to First Lutheran  

Ministerial Staff as well as future Pastors, Deaconesses, and 

Missionaries studying at Concordia University. 

 

November Blessing Bags for McLeod County Food Shelf - 

Drop off FOOD GOODS - boxed stuffing, canned 

vegetables, canned cranberry sauce, canned gravy, 

boxed mash potatoes, boxed cake and frosting, and 

monies for McLeod families in need. 

 

December Blanket Collection for Unhoused at Pig’s Eye 

Park in St. Paul. Drop off gently-used clean BLANKETS and 

SLEEPING BAGS for the Homeless Camp in St. Paul. They will 

be distributed by The New Freedom Store. 
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~ Vacation Bible School ~ 

 

• Please check out the Display Table in the 

main church entrance, next to the church 

office, for further information. 

 

• If you have any questions, please contact 

Deaconess Polzin at 

mpolzin@1stglencoe.org or talk to her in the 

church office during business hours. 

 

• Or, you may contact the church office at 

320-864-5522 or office@1stglencoe.org. 

 

• We look forward to having you join us and / 

or assisting!   

mailto:mpolzin@1stglencoe.org
mailto:office@1stglencoe.org
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1ST LUTHERAN YOUTUBE PAGE 

 

Here is the link  
to the YouTube 
Page 
 
 

 

It can also be found if you search ‘1st Glencoe’. Videos should 

show up if you search First Lutheran Glencoe, but the channel 

itself will not, so, it should work better to use ‘1st Glencoe.’  The QR 

Code is above. Please note, we now have this option because 

FaceBook will only keep videos on-line for a very limited time.  
 

 

 

“A Meal for the Lost” 
 

Luke 15: 1-32 
 

June 1, 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

This is the final session of the Lutheran Women in Mission 

Bible Study “At Table with Jesus.” We will examine what 

Jesus had to say to His disciples regarding: 

 

  The parable of the lost sheep 

  The parable of the lost coin 

  The parable of the lost son 

  “The Heavenly Banquet” 

 

We will also examine what Jesus had to say to the 

skeptical Pharisees who were listening intently. Read Luke 

15:1-32. 

 

At this meeting we will discuss preliminary plans for a Fall 

Salad Luncheon and a Christmas Craft/Brunch/Bake Sale. 

 

All women of the congregation are welcomed. Devotions 

led by Rosie Karg. 

 

Refreshments will be served. 

 

 

Some Bible Verses About Worry 
 

Some Bible verses about worry:

 

(From Lutheran Women in Mission daily devotions: IN THE WORD.) 

 

Worry Says: God won’t forgive me. 

But God Says: . . . He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins . . . 

(1John 1:9) 

 

Worry Says: It will never work out. 

But God Says: And we know that for those who love God, all 

things work together for good. (Romans 8:28) 

 

Worry Says: I just can’t do it. 

But God Says: I can do all things through Him 

 who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13) 

 

Worry Says:  I won’t have enough. 

But God Says:  . . . God will supply every need of yours . . . 

(Philippians 4:19) 

 

Worry Says: I’m so worried that I can’t sleep. 

But God Says: Cast all your anxiety on Him 

 because He cares for you. (1Peter 5:7) 
 

Please Pray: 

 

Dear Lord, You know all of my heartaches, my concerns, my 

worries. Help me to remember Your promises when worries attack 

me. Help me to trust in You for all that I need from day to day and 

moment to moment. Help me to know for certain 

that Your loving answers will come at the right time and in the right 

way. 

In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Happy June Birthday! 
to Lutheran Women in Mission honorary 

member Anna Mathews.   

A $5 gift to LWML Grants “mites” 

 has been given in your honor.  
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~ s~ Mat Makers ~  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

s~ Silent Stories Recap ~~ 

Despite the threat of rain, First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church successfully held its “Silent Stories” Cemetery 

event on Sunday afternoon, May 17, under clear skies 

and a gentle breeze. 

 

Thirty volunteers served as script readers and guides, 

helping make the afternoon possible. Guests visited 

the gravesites of 23 former church members, where 

they listened to personal stories and reflected on the 

ways these individuals shaped their families, church, 

and community through times of war and peace, 

hardship and blessing. 

 

Among the featured stories were those of charter 

members of First Lutheran Church, pastors, educators, 

farmers, laborers, and soldiers who lost their lives in 

World War I, World War II, and the Vietnam War. Visitors 

also heard the stories of young people whose lives 

were cut short by illnesses such as diabetes, kidney 

disease, the Spanish flu, and appendicitis. 

 

The event offered attendees a meaningful glimpse 

into the congregation’s 150-year history while honoring 

the faith, service, and everyday lives of those who 

came before. 

 

A video is currently being produced so more may 

enjoy this special event. 

 

We are especially grateful to all the kind words we 

received from tour attendees. One text message 

especially touched our hearts…….”You did a 

wonderful job with the Cemetery Tour on Sunday! It 

was interesting and moving on how God had touched 

so many lives in the past and what their lives were like. 

I want to thank you all for doing this for our Church and 

especially for 

the Lord! May He richly bless you all!” 

 

All Glory be to God! 

 

 

Thank you! 
 

for continuing to bring your 

clean, used plastic grocery 

bags for crafting into sleeping 

mats for people who need                

a place to sleep. 

 

We’re a little short at this time!!  

  Mat-Makers continue to make mats! We will meet June 9 

and June 23 for devotions, Christian fellowship and the 

making of mats. 
 

  Guests, curious on-lookers and new Mat-Makers are 

welcomed to come to all or part of any meeting. Drop in; 

leave when you need to leave. 
 

  There are about 25 completed mats at this time. 
 

  We will continue making mats all summer and storing 

them in the tiny half of a tiny closet in the church basement. 
 

  When the weather begins to turn cold, the mats will be 

delivered to New Freedom Mission, the Minnesota South 

District LCMS group that delivers mats to people who need 

a place to sleep. 
 

  PLEASE CONTINUE bringing your clean, used plastic 

grocery bags to the wooden receptacle in the south lobby 

of church. 

 

                        (We’re a little short at this time.) 

 

Perhaps it’s difficult for you to get to church, but you would 

like to “serve the Lord” from home. Perhaps you find 

yourself with time on your hands. The evenings get long; 

nothing good on TV. Perhaps you don’t know how to 

crochet. Maybe it’s difficult for your hands to use scissors. 

 

There is yet another way for you to be a “Mat-Maker.” 

 

Some people smooth and fold their clean, used plastic 

bags before bringing them to church! We don’t know who 

is doing that, but we love it! Those pre-folded bags are 

handy-dandy-ready for the Mat-Makers to cut, loop and 

crochet into mats. 

 

Ask any Mat-Maker how to do it. It’s easy. There are also 

good directions on-line at the Orphan Grain Train website. 

 

Another idea to do from home: When your bags are neatly 

folded, take a moment to fold your own hands. Thank God 

for the warm bed He has given you. Ask Him to bless the 

mat receivers, that they may know the love of their Savior 

Jesus when using your mat. 

 

Jesus says: If ye have done it unto one of the least of these 

My brethren, ye have done it unto Me. Matthew 25:40 

 

 

~ How to be a Mat-Maker from Home 

~ 
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 ~First Lutheran Church Events ~   
 

 

LUTHERAN NIGHT AT MN TWINS – COMMUNITY 

OUTING Tickets are beginning to sell………… 

Spots are reserved for the 6:40 p.m. game on 

Tuesday, August 11th against the Baltimore 

Orioles.  Seats are located in Section 213 

(Home Plate Terrace, same as last several 

year) at a cost of $44 each.  Bus transportation 

from First Ev. Lutheran Church in Glencoe will 

depart at 4:15 p.m., at a cost of about $16 per 

person.  At Target Field, the bus will drop and 

pick us up near Gate 14, which is convenient 

to our seating.  Contact Cindy at 612-840-6308 

or eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com  

for reservations. 

  

 

FIRST EDITION BOOK CLUB  

First Edition Book Club will not be meeting in the 

summer. We will resume in the fall. Our plan is to 

meet September 21, 2026, at 7 p.m. in the FLC 

lounge area to discuss the book Chasing 

Shadows by Lynn Austin. 

 

 
 

                  Retirement Party 

                     for Mrs. Sheila Scheele 
 

                               Sunday, May 31st 

                               between church services 

 

 

Please join us Sunday, May 31st, between church services for 

the Retirement Party for Mrs. Sheila Scheele. 

 
The Day School Board will provide a cake, goodies, refreshments 

and a card box. 
 

Please read the autobiography below about Sheila. 

 

I started teaching grades 1-4 at Christ Evangelical Lutheran 

School in West Bloomfield, WI in 1983. I then accepted a call to 

teach grades 1-2 at St. Mark/St. John Lutheran School in New 

Germany, MN. Dean and I were married that year, and we were 

both available to accept a call. 

 

We moved to Marrero, LA and I taught 4th grade at Concordia 

Lutheran School for four years. When Jakob was born, we moved 

to Williamsburg, IA. I stayed home to take care of Jakob, Erich 

and Annalisa. In 1998 I began teaching Kindergarten at Lutheran 

Interparish School and coaching volleyball in Williamsburg, IA.  

 

Dean accepted a call to be the principal at Emanuel Lutheran 

School in Hamburg, MN, so we moved up to Minnesota. I began 

teaching grades 3-4 at Emanuel Lutheran School. I was also the 

school’s Athletic Director and coached volleyball. 

 

This is my twelfth year of teaching third grade here at First 

Lutheran School. I have been teaching for 34 years and have 

loved every place which I have taught. I’ve had the joy of 

watching students grow in knowledge and faith and build 

meaningful, lasting connections. 

 

CHURCH LIBRARY 

This Month’s Featured Author, Lynn Austin, is  an 

award-winning Christian fiction author known for 

her historic novels. Austin’s works often explore 

themes of faith, redemption, and the human 

experience. She has written over 20 books, many 

which have been enjoyed by our 1st Edition Book 

Club here at church. You are sure to enjoy one 

of the following titles: 

 

If I Were You, Waves of Mercy, Legacy of Mercy, 

Fire by Night, Candle in the Darkness, 

Chasing Shadows, The Wish Book Christmas, and 

Waiting for Christmas. 

OFFICE STAFF MEETINGS UPDATE 

Beginning June 10th, 

our Office Staff Meetings will be on 

 

WEDNESDAYS 

at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

Church Office Closed 

 

Friday, July 3 – Fourth of July 

 

Pastor and Amy Welch will be on vacation 

from Wed., May 27 – Tue., June 9.  Pastor 

Ewert is available for any pastoral needs 

and Laura Schmalz will be filling in for Amy 

at the church office. 

 

 

~ First Lutheran Church Events ~ 
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~ Stories of Faith~ ~ Student Scholarships Available ~ 
 

  The Public Relations (PR) Team invites members to share their 

stories related to situations or events in which they 

experience God’s love and providential care.   

 
Cindy Eggersgluess   612-840-6308    eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com 

 

The American flag is often tied to stories of faith through its 

deeply symbolic design and the role of faith in American 

history. While historical lore credits Betsy Ross, the first flag 

was actually championed by Francis Hopkinson, a devout 

Christian whose faith heavily influenced his design choices. 

 

Symbolic Meanings 

Historically, the colors and features of the flag are frequently 

interpreted through the lens of faith: 

• Red: Represents the blood of Christ and the valor of 

those willing to sacrifice for freedom. 

• White: Symbolizes the purity of the nation and the 

spiritual purity provided through grace. 

• Blue: Reflects the heavens, as well as vigilance, 

perseverance, and justice. 

The Meaning in the Folds 

A deeply moving "story of faith" often shared is the tradition 

of the 13-fold ceremonial flag folding. Each fold has a 

specific meaning, deeply rooted in Christian and patriotic 

principles: 

• The 11th fold honors the God of Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob. 

• The 12th fold represents an emblem of eternity and 

glorifies God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

• The final fold results in the flag resembling a tricorne 

hat, with only the stars uppermost, to remind us of 

the national motto: "In God We Trust" 

 

 

 

 
 

 

All Scholarship Info and forms can be accessed from our 

website (www.firstglencoe.org).  

Select Church/Ministries/Student Scholarships & Aid. 

 

Concordia University Students 

The College Scholarship Endowment Fund provides 

Scholarship funds for students enrolled in Concordia Colleges, 

Universities, or Seminaries of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 

Synod. Information and an application form are available 

from our website at www.firstglencoe.org or upon request. 

(Application Deadlines – July 1 or Nov. 1) 

 

First Lutheran School Students 

Education Fund Scholarships are again open for the 2025-

2026 academic year. All First Lutheran Church member 

families with students enrolled in First Lutheran School are 

eligible for scholarships. Scholarship awards are based on 

financial need AND on the amount of available funds from 

the Edwin & Ella Ponath Education Fund ($5257.41), Melvin & 

Marlys Tessmer Tuition Aid Fund ($591.49), and FLS Scholarship 

Fund ($64.06). Applications are mailed to all member families 

with students in Kindergarten through Grade 7. (Prospective 

member students should also apply.) The application forms 

are also available from our website www.firstglencoe.org or 

upon request. Completed applications must be returned by 

June 15, 2026 to be considered for the 2025-2026 academic 

year. 

(Application Deadline June 15.) 

 

First Lutheran School Tuition Aid 

First Lutheran School Tuition Aid may also be available to all 

students in Grades Kindergarten – 8th Grade. The amount of 

aid is calculated with a formula based on Adjusted Gross 

Income (AGI). Please complete the application form on our 

website www.firstglencoe.org and turn in the page of your 

tax 

form 1040 that includes your AGI to the Church/School Office 

before July 31st. 

(Application Deadline July 31.) 

 

Please contact FLS Principal, School Secretary Michelle 

Alsleben, or Business Manager for questions or concerns 

regarding First Lutheran School Scholarships or Tuition Aid. All 

information is treated with utmost confidentiality. 

 

Honoring Our Veterans 

To help honor the sacrifice our 

veterans have given, we’re giving 

our brave men and women “Quilts 

of Valor.” Our veterans deserve 

recognition! If you or a loved one at 

First Lutheran has served, please 

contact Beverly at (612) 578-1713, 

RaNay at (320) 510-0804, or the 

church office.  

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
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What Do You Want? 

https://files.lcms.org/file/preview/national-mission-bulletin-blurbs-and-newsletter-articles-may-2026 

 
Originally published June 2023 

One of the best-known and most-beloved psalms is Psalm 23, the “Shepherd Psalm.” There we learn 

 that the Lord is our Shepherd. And since He is our Shepherd, we will not want. We will not suffer want 

 because the Lord, our Shepherd, will lead us to green pastures and beside still waters. In other words, 

 the Lord, our Shepherd, will provide for all that we need in both body and soul. 

 

Yet, we live as though this is not the case. We live as though we actually suffer from want, that the Lord, our Shepherd, wil l not 

provide for all that we need. And thus, we live as though the Lord is not our Shepherd. And that means that we live as though 

we are not the Lord’s sheep. 

 

When do we live as though the Lord is not our Shepherd? When we put anything else before Him and His provision for us. When 

we think that going to work is more important than receiving His gifts in church on Sunday (in violation of the First and Third 

Commandments). When we fail to give generously of the first fruits of what the Lord has provided for us because we don’t know 

what the future will bring (even though He has promised that He will lead us to green pastures and still waters). 

 

We live as though we are not the Lord’s sheep when we think that the Lord is only in the business of helping those who will help 

themselves. We act this way because our minds are set on earthly, temporal things and not on heavenly, eternal things. We act 

this way because we have stopped hearing the call of our Shepherd, which comes through His Word. 

 

Through the Word of God, the Shepherd calls us to Himself. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit gathers and enlightens us with His 

gifts. Through the Word, we are kept holy and nourished in the one true faith, the faith that follows our Shepherd wherever He 

leads us. He promises to lead us to our true home, to the land flowing with milk and honey, to a better country, not of this world, 

but a heavenly one. 

And so, here’s the Good News: the Lord is your Shepherd, even and especially for wayward sheep. For Jesus seeks and saves 

those who are lost. He finds the lost sheep and carries them back to the fold. He is the Shepherd who lays down His life for His 

sheep. The Lord is your Shepherd. Let us live as His sheep. 

 

 

 

Radio Broadcast Sponsorships 

Are you looking for a way to remember or honor a 

loved one? Sponsoring a radio broadcast is one way 

to do so.  Sponsorships are available for $200.  They 

are recorded on the third Sunday of the month and 

broadcasted on the fourth Sunday. 

       If interested, please contact the church office. 

 

 

10:30 AM Screen Service Presenters 

 Urgently Needed! 

We need volunteers to help run 10:30 AM screens.   

Responsible youth and adults are all welcome to 

volunteer. You would run screens about once a month. 

Amy Welch would supervise training and when you feel 

comfortable independently running the screens, then 

you would be added to the schedule. Youth may use 

this opportunity for Honor Society service hours and 

Catechism requirements.  

 

Contact Amy at 864-5522 or office@1stglencoe.org. 

 

Contact Amy 

at 864-5522 or 

office@1stgle

ncoe.org. 

 

 150th Anniversary Event 

Looking ahead – we are in need of around 40 

volunteers to assist with the German-style meal 

on July 12th.  

 

There are a variety of positions available, and 

even if you only contribute for just 1 or 2 hours, 

it is greatly appreciated and it will help ensure 

that everything runs smoothly. “Many hands 

make light work.”  

 

 Thank you for considering! Contact the 

church office if willing to help at 864 – 5522 or 

office@1stglencoe.org. 

 

 

GRASS CLIPPINGS FOR THE SCHOOL GARDEN 

We can use your clean grass clippings for the 

school garden. Please drop-off next to the 

school garden fence.  Thank you! 

 

~ Opportunities to Share 

Your Time, Talents, and Treasures ~ 
 

Doll Clothes Donation Request 
The First Lutheran School Kindergarten Class 

is asking for donations of Baby Doll Clothes 

for their Dramatic Play Center.  The clothes  

may be new or like-new.  Another option is  

mending some well-loved baby doll clothes. 

Some clothes just need a button replacement, 

seam repair, or addition of Velcro. 

 

If you are interested in donating, mending, 

and/or you have questions, please call Linda 

Donnay at 320-510-4048.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

Be a Church Greeter! 

It is so easy and fun!  It is also a great 

way to meet people and get to know 

them! Use the volunteer sign-up 

Genius or call the church office! 
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~ In Our Communities~  
 

 

2026 Farmers Market 

We’re already getting ready for another great season — and 

we’re looking for vendors to join us! 

The Glencoe Farmers’ Market runs every Thursday from June 18 

– October 8 from 3:00–6:00 PM, bringing fresh food, handmade 

goods, and community connection to downtown Glencoe all 

summer long. 

Whether you grow it, bake it, make it, or create it — we’d love 

to have you! 

 One seasonal booth fee covers the entire market season 

 Attend every week or only the dates that work for you 

 Great exposure + community support 

 

 Sign up here: 

https://glencoechamber.com/annual-events-2/farmers-

market/ 

Let’s make this our best market yet!  

 

https://thcvwglab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00161JQc_fKOYGOLJOKiF8BbX92dD4b4vXO7I6yD4XWnBgJNivoW4dd7Kz3N0vdNUJFma3iuAu-682YIZUOX9Sutiqc6cRdWR04ai9ukSiGOt-V4JoduvuZzcOOniS-pixmGSzXahtUCIC2wP_9jHwN26eAmpH1DHfd4r2uzgIKUm-mR56_YhKAYvWILY29YbS7svj0V9MlSbE=&c=fv8BMlb6SCpEIVP5qdbIGYr1DimI5JeY_G9t5MM9X7na8RlKhHNt4w==&ch=SkQym8v0ILaOKvKOgVcuBGp1T6-_Vp54Rsh3Kup1kcdebM9hs9yqmA==
https://thcvwglab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00161JQc_fKOYGOLJOKiF8BbX92dD4b4vXO7I6yD4XWnBgJNivoW4dd7Kz3N0vdNUJFma3iuAu-682YIZUOX9Sutiqc6cRdWR04ai9ukSiGOt-V4JoduvuZzcOOniS-pixmGSzXahtUCIC2wP_9jHwN26eAmpH1DHfd4r2uzgIKUm-mR56_YhKAYvWILY29YbS7svj0V9MlSbE=&c=fv8BMlb6SCpEIVP5qdbIGYr1DimI5JeY_G9t5MM9X7na8RlKhHNt4w==&ch=SkQym8v0ILaOKvKOgVcuBGp1T6-_Vp54Rsh3Kup1kcdebM9hs9yqmA==
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~ Youth Announcements ~ 
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Quilts of Valor 
In honor of the congregation members of First Ev. Lutheran Church who have served our nation, Quilts of Valor are 

presented from time to time. On Sunday, May 24, program leaders Bev Mackenthun and RaNay Lentsch awarded 

six quilts. At the close of the presentation, all veterans attending worship were invited to stand and be recognized for 

their service. 

 

Over its 150-year history, First Lutheran has lost nine members in defense of our nation’s freedom. Those honored in 

remembrance include Carl “Charles” Feldmann in World War I; Walter Lieske, Victor Paggen, Vernon Schultz, and 

Raymond Wenholz in World War II; and Gary Bartels, Dennis Debner, Charles Klancke, and Douglas Lueck during the 

Vietnam War. 

 
Photo – pictured L to R –  

RaNay Lentsch, Jon Sellnow (Navy), Kim Cohrs (Air Force), Roger Gronholz (Air Force), Leslie Engelmann (Marine Corps), John 

Scheidt (Army), Veryl Schuch (Army), and Bev Mackenthun. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Outside Church Flowers and Decorating 
 

A heartfelt thank you to Dennis Wolter for once again making our church entrances look so beautiful. The vibrant 

flowers and colors welcome us each time we arrive, and we are truly grateful for his time, care, and dedication. 
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Kindness Rocks 
Keep an eye out for painted rocks across Glencoe! 

Students from First Ev. Lutheran School have hidden 150 

Kindness Rocks throughout the community for people to 

discover. Each small rock was painted with a faith-

centered message meant to encourage and uplift others.  

 

The project aims to spread joy, offer encouragement, 

spark meaningful conversations, and help community 

members learn more about First Lutheran School and its 

love for the Lord.  

 

People who find a rock will also see markings that point 

them to the school’s website.  

 

This outreach is one more way 

First Ev. Lutheran Church is 

celebrating its 150th anniversary 
 

 

 

    

 

 

So far 
we have 
over 900!  

Thank 
you! 
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SUNDAY – THE LORD’S DAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 

1 | 

  

1:00 PM – Quilt Tying 

1:30 PM – LW in Mission 

7:00 PM - Trustees 

  

 

 

 

2 | 

  

4:15 PM – Stewardship 

5:30 PM – Day School 

6:00 PM – Evangelism 

 

 

3 |   

 

5:00 PM – Handbell Choir 

  
  

  

 

4 | 

 

6:00 PM – Deacons 

 

 

  

5 |   

 

 

6 | 

 

 

7 | 2nd SUNDAY a. PENTECOST 
8:00 AM – DS with Comm. 
9AM-Fellowship:Day School 
9:15 AM –Adult Bible Class 
10:30 AM – Divine Service 

BACCALAUREATE 
 

            (Setting 1, p.151) 

8 |  

 

1:00 PM – Quilt Tying 

6:00 PM – Christian Ed. 

 

9|    

 

10:30 AM – GlenField 

1:30 PM – Mat Makers 

  

10 |   

 
9:00 AM – Lectionary Study 

10:00 AM – Staff Meeting 

5:00 PM – Handbell Choir 

  

 

11 |  

 

2:00 PM – Grand Meadows 

 
Private Rental 

 

Pastors Circuit Meeting  

at Immanuel, Brownton 

12| 

 

  

13 |     

14| 3rd SUNDAY a. PENTECOST 

HERITAGE SUNDAY 

Flag Day 

8:00 AM – Divine Service 

9AM –Fellowship:Deacons                  

9:15 AM –Adult Bible Class 

10:30 AM – DS w/ Comm. 

1:30 PM - GlenFields 

(Setting 3, p.184) 

 15| 

 

1:00 PM – Quilt Tying 

16 |        

 

  

  

17 |   

 
9:00 AM – Lectionary Study 

10:00 AM – Staff Meeting 

5:00 PM – Handbell Choir 

  

  

18| 

 

6:00 PM – Daily Office 

7:00 PM – Church Council 

 

 

Deaconess Megan Polzin 

will be in office this day. 

19 |       

 

 

20| 

  

                        

  

 

21|4th SUNDAY a. PENTECOST  

FATHER’S DAY 
8:00 AM – DS with Comm. 

Mission Trip 
Commissioning Service 

9:00 AM – Fellowship: CEB  
9:15 AM –Adult Bible Class 
10:30 AM – Divine Service 

(Setting 4, p. 203) 

22 |   

 

1:00 PM – Quilt Tying 

 

 

  

23 |  

 

10:30 AM – GlenFields  

1:30 PM – Mat Makers 

  

24 |  

 
9:00 AM – Lectionary Study 

10:00 AM – Staff Meeting 

5:00 PM – Handbell Choir 

 

     

  

 25 | 

 

     

 

26 |  

Little Crosses for  

150th Anniversary 

Drop – off 

in Church Office 

 

  

27 |       
 

  

28| 5th SUNDAY a. PENTECOST    

8:00 AM – Divine Service 

9AM –Fellowship:Deacons                  

9:15 AM –Adult Bible Class 

10:30 AM – DS w/ Comm. 
2:30 PM – Grand Meadows 

(Setting 4, p. 203) 

29|  

  

 1:00 PM – Quilt Tying 

  

30| July 1 | 

 
9:00 AM – Lectionary Study 

10:00 AM – Staff Meeting 

5:00 PM – Handbell Choir 

 

 July 2 | 

 

6:00 PM – Deacons 

 

              

  

 

 

JUNE ALTAR GUILD 

Myrna Frauendienst 

320-779-1082 

Irene Grochow 

952-567-1678 

 Sharel Hoops 

320-864-4665 
 

JUNE ANGEL SEEDS 

1st Lutheran Missions 

 

    

Common Cup Ministry Diaper 
Distribution @ City Center 

                                     

 First Lutheran Church 925 13th Street E., Glencoe, MN  55336 | 320.864.5522 | office@1stglencoe.org | www.firstglencoe.org 

         Church Staff Senior Pastor Dan Welch dwelch@1stglencoe.org | Assistant Pastor Michael Ewert pastor@1stglencoe.org | DCE Deaconess Megan Polzin mpolzin@1stglencoe.org 

Business Manager Jaylene Miller  business@1stglencoe.org | Church Secretary Amy Welch office@1stglencoe.org 

First Lutheran School (FLS) 1015 14th Street E., Glencoe, MN 55336 | 320.864.3317 | Principal Perry Miller principal@1stglencoe.org | Secretary Michele Alsleben malsleben@1stglencoe.org 

Staff Days Off Pastor Dan- Fridays | Pastor Michael- Mondays | DCE Deaconess Megan Polzin- Fridays 

 

JULY NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

Pastor Dan & Amy Welch on vacation until Tue., June 9 

CONGREGATION 

IN PRAYER 

Every day at 1:50 PM 

 

                                     

 First Lutheran Church 925 13th Street E., Glencoe, MN  55336 | 320.864.5522 | office@1stglencoe.org | www.firstglencoe.org 

         Church Staff Senior Pastor Dan Welch dwelch@1stglencoe.org | Assistant Pastor Michael Ewert pastor@1stglencoe.org | DCE Deaconess Megan Polzin mpolzin@1stglencoe.org 

Business Manager Jaylene Miller  business@1stglencoe.org | Church Secretary Amy Welch office@1stglencoe.org  | Head Custodian Bill Ewert 

First Lutheran School (FLS) 1015 14th Street E., Glencoe, MN 55336 | 320.864.3317 | Principal Perry Miller principal@1stglencoe.org | Secretary Michele Alsleben malsleben@1stglencoe.org 

Staff Days Off Pastor Dan- Fridays | Pastor Michael- Mondays | DCE Deaconess Megan Polzin- Fridays 

 

Pastor Dan & Amy Welch on vacation until Tue., June 9 

Vacation Bible School from 5:30 – 7:45 PM 

Mescalero, NM Youth Mission Trip through Sunday, July 5  

Mescalero, NM  

Youth Mission Trip 


