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Could You Use Some Rest? 

 
 28 ñCome to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon 

you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 

yoke is easy and my burden is light.ò Matthew 11:28-30 (NIV) 

  

 When Jesus speaks those wonderful inviting words to come to Him, we who are ñweary and burdened,ò 

He sure grabs our attention! In his book ñWhere in the World is God?ò Rev. Harold Senkbeil says that ñitôs not 

just the burden of our everyday work,ò Jesus is referring to, ñitôs the weariness of living.ò Sometimes we 

scramble so fast in this world, just going about the business of day-to-day living, that the whole idea of rest 

seems foreign to us. 

 What can be done about it? Lots of people believe that the Christian faith is supposed to do the trick. 

Faith in Jesus will help us find a silver lining for every cloud. The trouble is that life doesnôt work that way. 

 Sheer willpower will not turn our frowns upside down into happy smiles for Jesus. The Christian church 

is not a big self-help group, where we simply forget our troubles by thinking happy thoughts to chase the blues 

away. Thankfully, Jesus has something better for us than simply happy thoughts. He gives us Himself. 

 ñCome to Me,ò He says, ñAnd I will give you rest.ò Itôs important to hear Him clearly. Left to ourselves 

we really donôt want rest from Jesus; we want rules. Weôd like to know what we can do to improve our 

situation. We want to know what we can to do clean up our act and make ourselves over into better people. But 

Jesus is not a self-help guru. He is not a moralist. He is a Savior! 

 It sounds strange to hear Jesus first invite us to rest and then in the next breath to say, ñMy yoke is easy 

and my burden is light.ò How can a yoke be easy or a burden light? When it is the yoke and burden of Jesus; 

thatôs when! It is the yoke of the cross. On His cross Jesus pulled off the greatest exchange, the sweetest swap 

in all of history: He takes our sin and gives us His own righteousness. He takes all our sin away with Him into 

His death. His cross, that sign of death, is the sign of life and healing for us. This is what it means to be a 

Christian, to be baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus, to bear the mark of the cross in this world. 

This is our calling. This is our yoke, but it is also our deep and lasting joy. For every burden there is 

strength, in every sorrow there is comfort, and in all distress there is peace. It is the strength, comfort, 

and peace of Jesus Christ.  

 This is a big part of why as Lutherans we put so much emphasis on Lent. Itôs because as we 

reflect on Jesusô work for us on the cross, we see most clearly the depth of love that He has for us. We 

understand that His suffering and death were meant to relive us of weary hearts and burdened souls. 

 Wherever Jesus is, there is rest for weary hearts and burdened souls. The risen and ascended Lord 

Jesus is present among us now, offering a Sabbath rest for all the people of God in this world. We have the high 

honor to come to Jesus where He has promised to be found- in His holy Church, were His Word is preached 

and His sacraments administered. Here He continues to bring healing for hearts that are weary and strength for 

souls that are burdened.   

 

 So please join us for worship especially during this upcoming season of Lent where we focus on 

Godôs love for us that is shown so amazingly in Christôs sacrificial work. Here, together, we will find rest for 

our souls, because His yoke is easy and His burden is light. 

 

Yours in Christ,  
 
Pastor Dan Welch  
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Elders & Deacons  
 

Sun., Jan. 4  8:00 AM  ~ Mike Cisewski, Lars Ide  

                10:30 AM  ~ Will Freberg, Dan Nikolaisen  

 

Sun., Jan. 11  8:00 AM  ~ Mark Schmidt, Dennis Wolter  

                10:30 AM  ~ Dan Nikolaisen, Jason Oelfke  

 

Sun., Jan. 18  8:00 AM  ~ Tyler Mielke, Doug Dahlke  

                10:30 AM  ~ Justin Petterson, Will Freberg  

 

Sun., Jan. 25  8:00 AM  ~ Dean Scheele, Leonard Donnay  

                10:30 AM  ~ Will Freberg, Dean Dahlke  

 
 

 

Greeters  
 

Sun., Jan. 4 8:00 AM  ~ OPEN 

                10:30 AM  ~ Nora Cohrs  

 

Sun., Jan. 11 8:00 AM  ~ Dave & Betty Witthus  

                10:30 AM  ~ Nora Cohrs  

 

Sun., Jan. 18 8:00 AM  ~ OPEN  

                10:30 AM  ~ OPEN 

 

Sun., Jan. 25 8:00 AM  ~  Jada Neid, Dave & Betty Witthus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine that a friend or family member who is unfamiliar with your Christian faith asks you to summarize 

the gosÐÅÌȢ 3ÈÅ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á ÌÁÕÎÄÒÙ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÄÏÃÔÒÉÎÅÓȢ 3ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÎÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÃÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ 
!ÐÏÓÔÌÅÓȭ #ÒÅÅÄȢ 3ÈÅ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢ Ȱ)Î ÓÅÖÅÎ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÒ ÌÅÓÓȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰÔÅÌÌ ÍÅ ×ÈÁÔ 
ÙÏÕ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÁÓ Á #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎȢȱ 
 
What would you say? How would you put it? Are you be prepared to confess your faith in Jesus? 
4Ï ÂÅ Á #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ ȰÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÃÏÎÆÅÓÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÏÕÔÈȱ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÎÅ×Ó ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ 
for us in Christ (Romans 10:9ɀ10). Peter calls us to be prepared always to give a reason for the hope we have 
as Christians (1 Peter 3:15). Christians have the best news in the world to share! But are we prepared to 
share it? 
 
For Lutherans, this comes as no surprise. The Augsburg Confession (1530) stands as a model of Christian 
faith moving into life and speech. And not only for pastors. The confessors at Augsburg were normal 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÅÁÒ ÒÏÂÅÓ ÏÒ ÓÔÏÌÅÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÐÅÁË ÆÒÏÍ Á ÐÕÌÐÉÔȢ "ÕÔȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÌÐ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ÐÁÓÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÉÁÎÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ Á ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÏÐÅ ɉρ 
Peter 3:15). What they said became one of the great Christian confessions of all time. 
 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church was founded on the Bible and the Augsburg Confession. And so as we 
celebrate the 150th anniversary, we want to share our community, our worship, and most of all our 
confession. The sixteenth-century Lutheran Christians were prepared. Are you? Are you prepared to give an 
answer to anyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have? 
 
4ÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÏÆ ,ÅÎÔ ÉÓ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÅÎÔȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÆÅÓÓ ÏÕÒ ÓÉÎÓ ÁÓ ×Å ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ (ÏÌÙ 7ÅÅËȢ 
"ÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÓÏ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÆÅÓÓ ÏÕÒ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ Á ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ×ÈÙ (ÏÌÙ 7ÅÅË ÉÓ ÓÏ 
important. We will be equiped to confess our faith before a lost and dying world. We will do this by reflecting 
on the various ways the Scriptures confess the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
In order to help prepare us to confess our faith, this series forces us to limit the number of words we use. It 
invites hearers to formulate a confession of the gospel using only seven words (or less). The hope is that, 
throughout this season of Lent, we will spend time searching for and finding the right words to summarize 
our hope in Christ. To guide the process, the sermons examine a number of distinct images and metaphors 
used by the biblical authors to confess the good news of Jesus. 
 
$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÏÆ ,ÅÎÔȟ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ (ÏÌÙ 7ÅÅË ÂÙ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ×ÈÙ ÉÔȭÓ ÓÏ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȢ /ÕÒ 
midweek worship services will offer opportunities to consider the many ways the Scriptures proclaim Jesus. 
During the week, each of us will be working on our own summary, with the hope that all of us are more 
prepared to share the good news of Jesus. On Sunday, our Bible Study during Lent will serve as a workshop 
as we work together to formulate faithful Christian confessions. Come prepared to contribute to the 
conversation! Come and join us this Lent, and join us by crafting your own confession of the gospel! 
 
 
Speaking Christ, 
Pr. Michael Ewert 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(320)-864-5522 Ext. 1203 
 
Romans 1:16ɀ17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for 
ÆÁÉÔÈȟ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÌÉÖÅ ÂÙ ÆÁÉÔÈȢȱ 
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From the DCE Desk 
 
Lent: 
A Time for Giving Up or Taking Up? 
 
By: Mark Wood  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are you giving up for Lent? Are you sure thatôs a good idea? 

Giving up things for Lent is a long-standing tradition in the Western Church. Doing so is generally understood to help us prepare for 

observing and celebrating Easter through experience some kind of suffering through deprivation. While there is nothing wrong with giving up things for 

Lent and in some ways it can be a valuable spiritual discipline, for many people the practice has devolved into a work of personal suffering through 

which they expect to better understand the sufferings of Christ. 

How silly of us to think that denying ourselves chocolate for forty days or going without our morning boost of caffeine for a season even 

begins to approach the least of Jesusô sufferings for us. Weôve moved far away from the purpose and substance of Lent by the insignificant things 

weôre willing to give up. 

While no one is certain about how the practice of giving up things for Lent began or what the motives were of those who first observed Lent 

in this way, we can certainly see how giving up things for Lent has come to be practiced in our culture. 

Far from being a time of solemn reflection and repentance, the beginning of Lent has turned into another excuse for people to engage in 

excess.  Now, without the disciplines of fasting, self-denial, and prayer that followed, people revel in consuming all the things that were once prohibited 

during Lent ð and much, much more.  Mardi Gras (and its various regional adaptations) has become a celebrated cultural event that shows more of 

what the American character has become than our half-hearted observances of Lent. 

By giving up things for Lent in the ways that we do, weôve made this holy season into one more instance of our self-absorption.  Like the 

New Yearôs Resolutions that we made just a few weeks ago, our commitment to observing Lent sacrificially is momentary and fleeting.  We have a 

sense of what is good for us and what we must do in order to improve ourselves or our circumstances, but we lack the resolve to see our way through 

the self-denial that it takes to make the needed change an effective part of our lives.  What we give up for Lent is often as petty and insignificant as 

what we resolve for New Yearôs ð and ends up just as broken and meaningless. 

Isnôt it time for us to put an end to our empty observances of Lent?  Are we ready for a serious go at journeying through Lent in a way that 

brings us to a deeper understanding and appreciation of Christôs atoning work?  If so, perhaps we should stop giving up things for Lent and use this 

sacred time to take up things instead. 

The things that we should aim to take up during Lent are those things that weôve let fall by the wayside as weôve lived our lives at the 

breakneck speed of our culture.  It might include taking up a daily devotion or taking up the practice of meditative prayer.  If weôve been away from the 

gathering of Godôs people in worship, we could take up participating in the Divine Service on Sundays as well as the mid-week Lenten services. 

What a difference Lent could be for us and make in us if we would take up reading Godôs Word daily, intentionally speaking the Gospel to 

one person a week, showing the love of Christ to the poor and needy through acts of mercy, or listening to recorded sermons or Bible studies. 

Whatever we might take up for Lent, we should remember that, above all, taking up things for Lent in a meaningful way inevitably results in 

hearing the clear call of Jesus to take up our crosses daily.  Taking up our crosses involves  looking beyond our self-interests, desires, and pious 

actions (including giving up things for Lent) and finding joy, peace, security, and purpose  ð those things that are so glaringly absent in our culture ð 

in the realization of what Jesus gave up and took up for us. 

Take up something edifying for Lent and discover joy that giving up earthly things for a few weeks can never approach. 

 

Questions to consider:  

What might I take up for Lent that would help me grow in faith and love?  

How can either taking up something for Lent or giving up something for Lent open doors for me to share Godôs Word with people in my life? How 

might it get in the way of it?  

In what ways can I use the season of Lent to be a witness of Christ to people who are caught up in the excesses of our culture? 

 

 

https://resources.lcms.org/author/markwood/
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GREETERS       FELLOWSHIP HOUR 
Sun., Feb. 1 8:00 AM  Savannah Mathews  Sun., Feb. 1 9:00 AM  Altar Guild 
        Sun., Feb. 8 9:00 AM  150th Anniversary Comm. 
  10:30 AM OPEN    Sun., Feb. 15 9:00 AM  Altar Guild 
    OPEN    Sun., Feb. 22 900 AM  Evangelism 
 
Sun., Feb. 8  8:00 AM  Savannah Mathews  SPECIAL MUSIC 
    Dave & Betty Withus  Sun., Feb. 1 8:00 AM  Senior Choir 
  10:30 AM Jada Neid   Sun., Feb. 8 8:00 AM  &,3 +ÉÎÇȭÓ +ÉÄÓ ɉ'2ȢσǪτɊ 
    OPEN    Sun., Feb. 15 8:00 AM  Senior Choir 
        Wed., Feb. 18 2:00 PM  FLS Lambs of the Lord 
Sun., Feb. 15 8:00 AM  Savannah Mathews    7:00 PM  Senior Choir 
    OPEN    Wed., Feb. 25 2:00 PM  &,3 +ÉÎÇȭÓ +ÉÄÓ ɉ'2ȢσǪτɊ 
  10:30 AM OPEN 
    OPEN 
 
Wed., Feb. 18 2:00 PM  OPEN 
  7:00 PM  Jada Neid 
 
Sun, Feb. 22 8:00 AM  Priya Wisch 
    Dave & Betty Withus 
  10:30 AM OPEN 
    OPEN 
 
Wed., Feb. 25 2:00 PM  Jada Neid 
  10:30 PM OPEN 
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DEACONS       SOUND / PA 
Sun., Feb. 1  8:00 AM  Mike Cisewski    Sun., Feb. 1 8:00 AM   Glenn Cohrs 
                                             David Hoefs       10:30 AM  Steven Schauer 

¶ Wayne Ahlbrecht 
¶ Lee Terlinden   Sun., Feb. 8 8:00 AM  Kevin Cohrs 

10:30 AM  Mark Schmidt      10:30 AM Grady Schuft 
                     Dennis Wolter 
      Sun., Feb. 15 8:00 AM  Andrew Mackenthun 

Sun., Feb. 8   8:00 AM  Will Freberg      10:30 AM Lynn Exsted 
       Lee Terlinden 
  10:30 AM  Dan Nikolaisen    Wed., Feb. 18 2:00 PM  OPEN 
      Dennis Wolter      7:00 PM  OPEN 

¶ Allen & Brenda 
Birkholz    Sun., Feb. 22 8:00 AM  Lynn Exsted 
           10:30 AM Tyler Schauer 

Sun., Feb. 15 8:00 AM  Dennis Wolter 
   David Polzin    Wed., Feb. 25 2:00 PM  OPEN 

¶ Wayne Ahlbrecht     7:00 PM  OPEN 
¶ Lee Terlinden 

10:30 AM Will Freberg    CAMERA 
    Justin Petterson    Sun., Feb. 1 8:00 AM  Andrew Mackenthun 
 

Wed., Feb. 18 2:00 PM  Dean Scheele    Sun., Feb. 8 10:30 AM Robert Schuft 
     Mark Schmidt   
  7:00 PM  Dan Nikolaisen    Sun., Feb. 15 8:00 AM  Pam Ahlbrecht 
                    Lars Ide 
        Wed., Feb. 18   NONE 
Sun., Feb. 22 8:00 AM    Dennis Wolter 
     David Hoefs    Sun., Feb. 22 8:00 AM  Linda Ranzau 
  10:30 AM  Justin Petterson 
      Dean Dahlke    Wed., Feb. 25   NONE 

¶ Allen & Brenda 
Birkholz    SCREENS 
     Sun., Feb. 1 8:00 AM  Chloe Donnay 

Wed. Feb. 25 2:00 PM    Dean Scheele      10:30 AM Tyler Schauer 
     Brian Grochow 
  7:00 PM    Jon Lemke    Sun., Feb. 8 8:00 AM  Piper Polzin (Priya Wisch) 
                     Doug Dahlke      10:30 AM OPEN  
 
        Sun., Feb. 15 8:00 AM  Brittney Wolff  
ACOLYTES         10:30 AM Jeri Bennett 
Sun., Feb. 1  8:00 AM  Blake Mathews 
   Bryce Mathews    Wed., Feb. 18 2 & 7 PM  Amy Welch 

10:30 AM  Claire Geib     
    Cayle Weidendorf   Sun., Feb. 22 8:00 AM  Gemma Goff 
        10:30 AM OPEN 

Sun., Feb. 8   8:00 AM   Bryce Mathews 
     Savannah Mathews   Wed., Feb. 25 2 & 7 PM  Amy Welch 

10:30 AM  Claire Geib 
    Cayle Weidendorf 

        CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (SUNDAY SCHOOL) ASSISTANT 
Sun., Feb. 15 8:00 AM  Blake Mathews    Sun., Feb. 1 9:15 AM  Amy & Griffin Bargmann 
                                       Savannah Mathews   Sun., Feb. 8 9:15 AM  OPEN 

10:30 AM Mason Ortloff,    Drew Schmidt  Sun., Feb. 15 9:15 AM  OPEN 
      Sun., Feb. 22 9:15 AM  OPEN 

Wed., Feb. 18 2:00 PM  Deacons 
  7:00 PM  Natallie Schafer    FACEBOOK LIVE STREAMING 

                    Nora Cohrs    Sun., Feb. 1 either  OPEN 
        Sun., Feb. 8 either  OPEN 
Sun., Feb. 22 8:00 AM  Mason Ortloff    Sun., Feb. 15  either  OPEN 
     Levi Weidendorff   Wed., Feb. 18 either  OPEN 
  10:30 AM Macie Stradtmann   Sun., Feb. 22 either  OPEN 
                     Nora Cohrs    Wed., Feb. 25 either  OPEN 

 
Wed. Feb. 25 2:00 PM  Deacons 

7:00 PM  Ruby Graf, Nora Cohrs 
    
                   Doug Dahlke 
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~ Board Summarie s ~  
 

Church Council  

The Church Council reviewed, discussed, and affirmed the 

available December 2025 (and some  November 2025) and 

January 2026 minutes from each of the individual Boards at 

the January  15th meeting. Learned about a grant opportunity 

for the school (passed in July 2025 called the  òFederal 

Scholarship Tax Creditó or FSTC and the òEducational Choice 

for Children Actó or ECCA). Governor approval is required  

and  expected  as the funds go to other states if MN does not 

participate.  Initial organizing meeting has occ urred with 

tentative formation of the Sibley/McLeod/Carver Scholarship 

Granting Organization group.  The proposed service area to 

center on 3 core congregations: Immanuel -Gaylord, 

Emanue l- Hamburg, and First Lutheran. Secondary 

congregations include the other LCMS churches in these 

three counties. The grant requires planning now; but funds 

available in 2027. The Church Council voted to indicate 

positive interest in this opportunity.  The Council approved the 

addition of Jon Lemke to the Articles of Incorporation and 

Bylaws Committee.  Cindy Eggersgluessõs leading the 

planning/coordination for the upcoming Pancake meal 

event was endorsed with appreciation for her service and 

organizing skills.   150th Anniversary plans were heard from the 

pastors and various Boards with support for the ideas 

presented. Recommendation from the Articles of 

Incorporation/By -Laws Committee for reporting status of the 

church secretary and business manager was discussed and 

returned to the Committee for further consideration.   

 

Christian Education Board     

Members voted on new officers for 2026. We discussed and 

decided on fellowship days to serve for 2026 . It was 

determined that  Christian  Education Board meetings will be 

held the 2 nd  Mondays of the month at 6:00  p .m. in Room 111. 

Additionally,  members discussed and agreed that each 

Christian Education board member would sign -up to help with 

Sunday School for one month each.  

 

Day School          

  

Board of Deacons  

Officers for the board were selected at the 

reorganizational  meeting in January. Lighting of the steeple 

windows was also discussed. The board approved Kunkel 

Electric to install low voltage strip lighting on the pillars in front 

of each window. There will  be no cost to the church for this 

work.   

 

Board of Evangelism  

The board members present discussed the following events to 

be confirmed at the regular February Board meeting. The 

story of the Candy Cane was again well received for Advent 

and Christmas services over 330 were used this year.  We were 

given the go ahead to contact Pastor Tom Evans about 

leading a grief seminar as part of one of the 150 

th  anniversary events. We are planning an indoor Easter egg 

hunt for Saturday, April 4th.  Small palms will be available for 

both Palm Sunday processionals, and palm cross pins 

made by the Board of Evangelism will be distributed at both 

services. 

Board of Stewardship   

 

Board of Trustees |  January 6 th  

Officers for the board were selected at the 

reorganizational  meeting in January. Lighting of the steeple 

windows was also discussed. The board approved Kunkel  

Electric to install low voltage strip lighting on the pillars in front 

of each window. There will be no cost to the church for this 

work.  

 

~ 6~{kqª~µ|Ó 7®í« ^ 5~~i Prs|q! ~  
 

The Farm to School Dept of Ag grant monies are  used 

to purchase locally grown and raised foods (beef, 

pork,poultry, eggs, vegetables, fruits) for our school 

lunch program.  

 

Our January Homegrown meals were held on Jan. 28 & 

Jan. 29 during Lutheran School Week. The students had 

requested these two Homegrown meals as some of 

their favorites.  

 

The first meal was Italian Dunkers made with local 

ground Beef purchased at the Brownton Meat Market 

and buns from the Pan -o-Gold Bakery in St. Cloud, and 

chocolate chip Ice Cream from Kemps.  

 

 The second was Grilled Cheese Sandwiches made with  

Bongards cheese and yogurt topped with Berries from  

Steven Schauerõs garden. Weõre already also looking 

forward to our February Charcuterie meal.  

 

As always, students sing the Homegrown songé. 

 

Homegrownõs all right with me 

Homegrown is the way it should be  

Homegrown is a good thing  

Plant that bell and let it ring  

 

If you have produce or recipes to share, please reach 

out to First Lutheran School Secretary Michelle Alsleben  

at 864 -3317 or Program Assistant Becky Ostlie, or 

Program Coordinator Cindy Eggersgluess at 612 -840-

6308 or eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com . 

 

Remember, eat healthy and local -- itõs a òGood Thing!ó  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
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ã Thrivent Choice  ï  Thank you Thrivent 
members for continuing to designate your 

Choice $.  This past month, we received $132 for FLC and $227 for 
FLS.  We also received a charitable Giving Grant of $650!   Visit 
(www.Thrivent.com/choice) or phone 1-800-847-4836 and say 
ñChoice Dollars.ò  Have your Thrivent ID# handy. You can phone Mon 
ï Friday from 7 am to 6 pm.  If you would like assistance, please 
contact Cindy or the church office.   Please take action to designate 
your 2025 Choice $ before March 31, or they will be lost. 

ã Thrivent Action Teams ï A Thrivent Action Team is a simple, 
flexible way for you to bring people together to make a positive 
differenceé..you might hold a fundraiser, conduct a service activity, 
or hold an educational event.  Each year, every Thrivent member has 
(2) Action Teams to use!  
 
Visit Thrivent.com/actionteam to complete an online application 
(minimum 3 weeks before your event).  If you are unable to make 
your request via computer, you can phone Thrivent and make your 
request via Customer Service ï call 1-800-847-4836.  When your 
project is approved, Thrivent will provide resources (Action Team Kit) 
to help plan the event, promotional items (including Thrivent T-shirts 
to increase your visibility), and seed money to cover promotional and 
material expenses ($250 Community Impact Card).   New style 
shirts for 2026 are now shipping! 
 
EVERY Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Action Teams per 
calendar year.   IF YOUóRE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR ACTION 
TEAMS, PLEASE LET CINDY OR THE OFFICE KNOW!  All Thrivent 
members again have 2 Action Teams!   Involve others ï itôs all about 
your friends, family and community coming together to make a 
positive impact!  We continue to seek more Thrivent members for 
projects associated with upcoming 150th Anniversary events.  
(To date - Thank you to Neil Eggersgluess, Sue Engelmann, Les 
Engelmann, Gladys Mathwig, Verna Kunkel, and Janel Fischer.) 
 
ã Thrivent Member Network - Twin Cities Region works hard to 
create fun and educational content that you can engage in from the 
comfort of your own home.  There are also some great on-demand 
webinars (variety of topics) that you can view anytime.  Guests are 
welcome! Please feel free to share these events with your friends, 
family, and community.   
Feb 28 ð Pickle Ball with a Purpose ï Mall of America 
April 12 ð Goldyõs Run 2026 ï Huntington Bank Stadium 
See all the info and resources at:  
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/       
 
Cindy Eggersgluess ï 612-840-6308 / eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com 
ï  Your Congregational Volunteer 

~ Mat  Makers ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

MAT ð MAKERS 

Feb. 10 and 24  

 

Crafting plastic grocery bags into sleeping mats for 

Godõs dear ones who need a place to sleep.  

 

Mat -Makers meet the 2 nd  and 4 th Tuesday s of each 

month for the purpose of crafting grocery -type 

bags into warm, cushion -y sleeping mats for 

unsheltered people.  

 

At this time, our mats are  distributed by the LCMS 

Minnesota South District mission òNew Freedom 

Store.ó (It is NOT a second -hand store. It is a mission 

based out of Jehovah Lutheran Church, St. Paul 

who  distributes sleeping bags, tents, warm blankets, 

water, firewood, etc. to those who are  

unsheltered.)  

 

They partner with LERT ð Lutheran Emergency 

Response Team and other  agencies. The mission 

director, Dr. James Seemann, assures us that the 

many warm mats we  supply to this mission indeed 

save lives.  

 

An unhoused person snuggled up with a mat and  

blanket or two, inside a heavy -duty sleeping bag 

and inside a small tent with a floor can  withstand 

cold temperatures.  

 

It takes over 700 bags to make one mat.  People 

ask òWhere do you go for all those bags?ó We 

donõt GO anywhere! Thanks to caring members 

and friends of the congregation, those bags  

come to us. We are very grateful for the continuing 

supply of clean, used bags provided.  

 

At this  time, we are in need of MORE bags. Place 

them in the wooden receptacle in the main south  

entry of church. ALL men and women of the 

congregation are welcomed to drop in any time  

just to see how mat -making is done.  

 

THANK YOU FOR CONTINUING TO SUPPLY PLASTIC 

BAGS FOR MAT- MAKING.  

http://www.thrivent.com/choice
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
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~ Stories of Faith ~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read that again because most Christians miss this completely.  
 

Satan doesnõt care if youõre a ògood person.ó He doesnõt care if you volunteer at the food bank, recycle your trash, and help 

old ladies cross the street. He doesnõt care if youõre kind, generous, and well-liked by everyone in your community.  

He cares that you donõt bow the knee to Jesus. 
 

Hereõs the deception thatõs damning millions: Satan has convinced people that morality equals spirituality. That being a 

ògood personó is the same as being a Christian. That if you just live right, treat people well, and avoid the òbig sins,ó youõre 

acceptable to God.  
 

This is a lie straight from the pit of hell.  The Pharisees had impeccable morals. They followed the law meticulously. They were 

respected, disciplined, and religiously devoted.  Jesus called them children of the devil.  Why? Not because their morals were 

bad. Because their morals replaced Christ.  
 

Satanõs greatest trick isnõt making bad people worse. Itõs making good people think they donõt need a Savior. 

Think about it:  

The atheist who feeds the homeless thinks heõs good enough without God. 

The Buddhist who meditates and practices compassion thinks sheõs enlightened without Christ. 

The Muslim who prays five times daily thinks heõs righteous without Jesus. 

The moral Christian who goes to church, pays his tithe, and avoids scandal thinks heõs saved without surrender. 

All of them are headed to the same place: eternal separation from God.  

Because morality doesnõt save. Jesus saves. 
 

òFor by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should 

boast.ó Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

Satan loves moral people who reject Jesus.  

 Theyõre his best advertisement for the lie 

 that you can earn your way to heaven.  

Theyõre living proof that you can: 

ÅBe kind without Christ 

ÅBe generous without God 

ÅBe disciplined without the Holy Spirit 

ÅBe respected without redemption 

And still be lost.  
 

If he can get you to:  

ÅTrust your morals instead of Christõs sacrifice 

ÅRely on your goodness instead of Godõs grace 

ÅBelieve in your works instead of Jesusõ finished work é 

Heõs won. 

 

You can live a moral life and still die lost. You can be a good person and still face judgment. You can avoid all the òbig sinsó 

and still end up separated from God forever.  

Because the only sin that damns you eternally is rejecting Jesus Christ.  

 

òHe that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 

abideth on him.ó John 3:36 

 

Not the murderer who repents and believes in Christ is damned.  

Not the thief who turns to Jesus on the cross is damned.  

Not the prostitute who washes Jesusõ feet with her tears is damned. 

The moral, religious person who rejects Christ is damned.  

Thatõs why Satan loves morality without Jesus. It sends people to hell 

 with a smile on their face,  

 convinced they were good enough.  
 

-Submitted (from Facebook post)  

 

 
 

The Public Relations (PR) Team invites members to share their stories  

related to situations or events in which they experience Godõs love and 

providential care.   

 

Cindy Eggersgluess   612 -840-6308     eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com  
 

Satan is not opposed to good morals.  
FĀȅņǜĳĿĿĳņĀüǜōĳǜTĀņŒņǜ,đłĔņōǟ 

 

 

 

 

 

Satan is not opposed to good morals.  

Heõs opposed to Jesus Christ. 

 

The most dangerous people in hell wonõt be the murderers and 

rapists. Theyõll be the moral, upstanding citizens who thought 

their goodness was good enough.  

 

 Their morals became their idol. Their goodness became their 

god.  And Satan smiled because heõd accomplished his goal: 

Keep them from Jesus . 

 

Hereõs what most Christians donõt understand: Satan doesnõt 

need to make you do bad things. He just needs to keep you 

from doing the ONE thing that matters: surrendering to Christ.  

 

Stop trusting your morals. Start trusting Jesus.  

 

Your goodness wonõt save you. Your works wonõt 

redeem you. Your morality wonõt justify you. 

 

Only the blood of Jesus Christ can wash away your 

sin and make you acceptable to a holy God.  

 

Everything else is just Satanõs distraction from the one 

thing that actually matters.  

 

mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
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will be served. 

 

PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 

seminary òAdopt-a -Studentó 

 $500 ð First Evangelical Lutheran 150 th Anniversary  

 $500 ð Orphan Grain Train  

 $500 ð Lutheran Herita  

 

 

 

 

 

       ~  First  Lutheran  Church & School Events~          

~  Lutheran Women in Mission ~  

 

 
 

AT TABLE WITH JESUS 

Burning Hearts and Opened Eyes  

February 2, 1:30 p.m.  

 

It had looked like all was lost. The One (Jesus) who had shown such  promise, of whom they had hoped would 

redeem Israel, now lay dead  for some three days. Some women from their group had reported Jesus  to have 

risen, but as these disheartened disciples make their way to  Emmaus, their hopes seem far from alive. Yet in the 

next hours, as they  make their way home to an evening meal, they will be joined by a  òStrangeró who will kindle 

their heats again with the promise of Godõs Word and will open their eyes in a meal symbolic of the Church they  

will share in founding.  

 

Lutheran Women in Mission will meet Monday Feb. 2 at 1:30 p.m. to continue the Bible Study  At Table with Jesus. 

This lesson òBurning Hearts and Opened Eyesó focuses on two disciples walking the 7 mile walk away from 

Jerusalem to the town of Emmaus. Little did they know it  was the real, risen, living Jesus who walked along with 

them!  

 

Guests are always welcomed to join these Bible Studies and enjoy the fellowship of sisters in  Christ. It is a series 

studying some of the meals Jesus shared with His believers ð and a few non - believers, too. Each lesson stands on 

its own. You will be able to jump right in without studying  the previous meals.  

 

Deaconess Polzin will lead a devotion. There will be only a short business meeting.  

 

Happy February Birthday  

to Lutheran Women in Mission  

honorary members Ida  Rutske and Lorraine Krumm.  

 

A $5 gift to LWML Mission Grants òMitesó 

has been  in your honor.  

given in your honor.  
 

3/-% ")",% 6%23%3 !"/54 '/$ȭ3 02/4%#4)/. 
When you lie down, you will not be afraid; 

 when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 
Proverbs 3:24 

                               Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 1 Peter 3:13 
 

Let the beloved of the Lord rest secure in Him, for He shields him all day long, and the one the 
,ÏÒÄ ÌÏÖÅÓ ÒÅÓÔÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ (ÉÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÅÒÓȢȱ $ÅÕÔÅÒÏÎÏÍÙ σσȡρς 

 
He will have no fear of news; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. Psalm 112:7 

 
If you make the Most High your dwelling ɀ even the Lord, who is my refuge ɀ then no harm will 

befall you, no disaster will come near your tent. Psalm 91:9-10 
 

But now, this is what the Lord says ɀ He who created you, O Jacob, He who formed you, O 
)ÓÒÁÅÌȡ Ȱ&ÅÁÒ ÎÏÔȟ ÆÏÒ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÄÅÅÍÅÄ ÙÏÕȡ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÓÕÍÍÏÎÅÄ ÙÏÕ ÂÙ ÎÁÍÅȠ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÍÉÎÅȢ 7ÈÅÎ 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will 

not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will 
ÎÏÔ ÓÅÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÂÌÁÚÅȢȱ )ÓÁÉÁÈ τσȡρ-2 
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Upcoming Silent Auction Dates  
 

Fri., Feb. 20 ð all auction items due  

Sat., Feb. 28  ð on -line auction begins  

Sun., March 1, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  ð Bumpõs catered meal 

Sat., March 7  ð on -line auction ends  

Sun., March 8, 9 a.m. to noon  ð item pick -up  

 

 
 

1ST LUTHERAN YOUTUBE PAGE 

 

Here is the link  
to the YouTube 
Page 
 

It can also be found if you search ô1st Glencoeõ. Videos 

should show up if you search First Lutheran Glencoe, but 

the channel itself will not, so, it should work better to use 

ô1st Glencoe.õ  The QR Code is above . Please note, we 

now have this option because FaceBook will only keep 

videos on -line for a very limited time.  

 

MARY MARTHA ALTAR GUILD 

Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer at 

church?  The Altar Guild can use your Time, Talent, and 

Treasures! We encourage and welcome members of the 

congregation to join the Altar Guild at any time.  If you see 

us working after the worship service s, we invite you to join us 

and see what we are up to.  

Our motto of service has remained the same for 

70+ years: òLet all things be done decently and in order.ó 1 

Corinthians 14:40    We prepare the altar, set up for 

Communion and Baptisms for our church services, and 

occasionally decorate the church for holidays.  

We will provide training;  no special talents required 

~ just a willingness to share your Time, Talent, and Treasures. 

You work one month out of the year with 2 other members. 

We meet as a group four times between Sept . and May 

(Sept ., Nov . or Dec ., Jan ., and May).   

If you are interested or  

 have questions, please  

contact Charleen Engelmann,  

or leave a message with the  

church office.  

  
 

 
 

 

At 12:00 on January 1, 

2026, fireworks marked 

the start of our 150 th 

Anniversary year!  

 

 At that same moment,  

 the Bible readings 

began.  
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~  150th Anniversary ~  
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~  150th Anniversary, continued~  

 
 

 
 

~  Lenten Announcements ~  
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A Message of Hope on The Lutheran Hour  

Hear the Good News of the Gospel on the Lutheran Hour each Sunday at 7:00 am on KGLB 1310 AM and KGLB 

96.1 FM Radio. During the month of February, you will hear the following sermon topics: 

 

Feb. 1 "Rotten Tomatoes" with Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Boasting gone wrong 

ï itôs the rotten fruit of rightful praise. It happens when we forget that everything we have is a gift, even 

the things we think weôve earned and deserved. 1 Corinthians 1: 30-31 

Feb.8 "Type C" with Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. In the Bible, the Holy Spirit meets 

us, gives us the mind of Christ, and leads us back into the world as children of God. 1 Corinthians 2:12 

Feb. 15 "Up and Down the Mountain" with Guest Speaker: Rev. Michael Schutz. Many voices compete 

for our attention, but above all, listen to the voice of Jesus and hear what Heôs done for you. Mt. 17:1-9 

Feb. 22 "As Through Fire" with Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. To be baptized into 

Christ, to trust in Him, is to die with Him, to be raised by Him, to pass through the fire under His shelter.  

1 Corinthians 3:13 

2026 Sponsor Campaign Report  

Our 2026 Sponsor Campaign continues. As of 1/20/26 we have received $3,930.00 or 77.1 % towards 

our goal of raising $5,096.00 for the 52 broadcasts in 2026. You are Invited to become a 2026 KGLB 

Lutheran Hour Broadcast Supporter. Any gift amount helps. Sponsor one broadcast ($98.00) or 

broadcasts by sending your gift (payable to KGLB Lutheran Hour Broadcast) to: KGLB Lutheran Hour 

Broadcast Supporters, % First Lutheran Church, 925 13th Street East, Glencoe, MN  55336. Questions? 

Please contact Rich at 320-779-0123 or e-mail at richstreufert@embarqmail.com.. Thank you for your 

support! 

Our Mission  
Help us spread the Gospel message in the KGLB Radio listening area. The KGLB Radio Lutheran Hour 

broadcast is a congregational outreach ministry supporting congregations of The Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod in the KGLB listening area by inviting listeners (at the end of each broadcast) to attend a ñChurch of the 

Lutheran Hourò in their area. It is independently funded by generous Christians, church groups and congregations 

who want to spread the pure and powerful message of the Saviorôs love in their communities.  

 
Hear the Spanish language Lutheran Hour program at: https://www.paraelcamino.com/ . 

Weekly biblical message of faith and hope to accompany you on lifeôs journey. 
   

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. Philippians 4:6 ESV  

 
 

https://www.lhm.org/bible-study-author/rev-dr-michael-zeigler/
https://www.lhm.org/bible-study-author/rev-dr-michael-zeigler/
https://www.lhm.org/bible-study-author/rev-dr-michael-zeigler/
https://www.paraelcamino.com/
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Happy 150th Anniversary!   2026 ï a year to reflect on our history and heritage, celebrate 
Godôs abundant blessings, and recommit ourselves to our mission of sharing Christ and 

changing lives. Our theme for this special year is Hebrews 10:22ð24, 
 with the tagline Worship Å Community Å Confession. 

Activities and Events to commemorate our anniversary are already underwayééwe began at 
12:01 AM on Jan 1st with our Continuous Bible Reading, the Church Bell welcomed in the year 
on Jan 4th with 150 rings, many are praying daily at 1:50, and volunteers are crafting away 
making newborn hats and crosses.  Here are a few upcoming reminders: 

¶ Continuous Bible Reading:   On Friday, February 20th from 6 AM till MIDNIGHT, we will once again read Godôs Word Aloud, beginning with 
Genesis and continuing through the Old Testament.  (On Jan 1st, we read the entire New Testament and Psalms in 24 hours and 10 minutes). 
Please register to read via Signup Genius or contact Cindy at 612-840-6308.  Weôll see how far we read this time and then plan for another future 
reading until weôve read the entire Bible!   

¶ Shine the Light:  The Church Steeple windows will soon once again be illuminated at night!   Watch for it! 

¶ Monthly ò150thó Calendars: Have you picked up your February calendar page?  Make sure to get one each and every month.  Each month 
features a historical photo, highlighted service activities, daily prayers, significant historical moments, and other events. 

¶ Congregation in Prayer: Each weekday at 1:50 p.m. (in honor of our 150th year), we invite you to pause wherever you are and join fellow 
members and friends in prayer.  Short prayers are shared on the monthly calendar handout. 

¶ 150+ Service & Fellowship Activities: Weôve compiled more than 150 opportunities for the year ahead! Many have already started 
crocheting/knitting hats for newborns and hand-crafting little crosses.  Drop off your crosses on the last Friday of each month.  Join in 
anytime! 

¶ Abundant Blessings Drive ð Each month, weôll hold a drive for a variety of organizations,  Throughout February, weõll accept gently used 
clothing, shoes, and blankets that will be distributed via Orphan Grain Train.  Looking ahead to March, weôll gather new Diapers (all sizes) for 
Common Cup Ministries Diaper drive.   

¶ Heritage Sundays: On the second Sunday of each month, we will hold a Divine Service featuring various elements of our Lutheran heritage: 
historic liturgies, hymns, and treasured traditions from our past.  Vintage collection plates will be used, vintage floral arrangement baskets (you may 
sponsor one in honor or in memory of someone), and attendees are encouraged to dress in old-fashioned attire (hats are available to borrow for this 
service).  February 9th will be our second Heritage Sunday!  Join at fellowship time and enjoy refreshments from the 150th Committee. 

¶ Service of the Daily Office ï Services will be led by Pastor Ewert on the third Thursday of each month.  Join us on February 19th at 6 PM for this 
short traditional service. 

¶ Special Anniversary T-Shirts are available for purchase ($15).  We invite all to wear this shirt around the community!  Please pick yours up 
soon!  If youõre working the Pancake Dinner, please wear this T-Shirt. 

¶ Church Pictorial Directory and Historical Recap (1876ð2026) will feature both member photos and a rich collection of historical information. We 
held (12) photo dates with more than (350) sittings.  The book is planned for publication by early summer. 

¶ Look for a special historical display to be unveiled during the Pancake & Sausage Meal on Sunday, March 22. This display will then move into the 
City Center (west end) through June.  We invite boards/committees/groups to set-up a display to showcase your group for one month.  Ask about 
available dates. 

¶ Stay tuned to Glencoe Talk (KGLB 1310 AM) on March 13th as we inform the community of our many happenings! 

¶ FLS students will paint Kindness Rocks to place around the Glencoe Community in springtime. 

¶ Planning has begun for a First Lutheran Cemetery Tour (The Silent Stories Tour) on May 17.   

¶ Mark your calendars for our Anniversary Service on Sunday, July 12, 2026, a day for your whole family to attend and celebrate together. 

¶ Mark your calendars for August 11 to attend a Community Trip to watch the MN Twins take on Baltimore Orioles. 

¶ Mark your calendars for a Red Cross Blood Drive on October 9.   

These are only some of the events planned as we honor 150 years of Godôs faithfulness. Please stay tuned, (watch the monthly historical 
calendar) pray for our preparations, and consider how you might participate. Ideas and questions may be directed to the 150th Anniversary 
Committee Co-Chairs, Cindy Eggersgluess and Dennis Wolter. 

Can you help?  There is a display case in the Glencoe Community Center (west end) that will showcase First Ev. Lutheran Church & School during the 
2nd Quarter of 2026.  We need assistance in planning and setting up this wonderful way to feature FL and our 150 years of history in the Glencoe 
community!   
 

Can you help?  Volunteers are needed to organize a Community Pet Parade. 
 

Do you remember?  When did in-person registration for communion end?  What do you remember about this? 
 

Do you know?  Where did the Altar from the 1904 Church go when it was replaced with the 1961 addition? 
 

Memories?  Do you have specific memories/stories of FL that youôre willing to share? 
 

Did you know?  Ruby Streich, born on Sept 29, 1924, is our oldest congregational member.  She resides in her own apartment at Grand Meadows 
Senior Living. 
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