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Itõs Time to Get Ready! 

  The preparation for Christmas has begun ! We 

sure do lots of decorating in order to prepare ourselves 

for Christmas. In the months of November and 

December, people spend hours putting up lights in 

their living space and ornaments on their evergreens. 

Poinsettias are placed on the mantel, presents are put 

under the tree, and we òdeck the halls with boughs of 

holly.ó These Christmas decorations definitely bring 

enjoyment and anticipation to the holiday.  

 

Yes, soon the joy of Christmas will be here, 

complete with family get -togethers, meals, 

decorations, familiar heart -warming songs, and so 

much more, including, of course, the presents! But 

Christmas is not here yet, first we observe the Church 

season of Ad vent.   

 

In all the busyness that this time of the year brings, 

itõs easy to overlook Advent. But we lose a lot if we 

forget about  Advent. It has its own special message 

that helps to make our faith in Christ deeper and more 

meaningful. Advent encourages Christians to slow 

down, take a step back from the rest of the world, and 

have a proper attitude toward possessions. It teaches 

us that waiting and faith are central to our Christian 

lives, and it prepares our hearts to receive and 

welcome Christ.   

 

So, please donõt be too  quick to hurry on to 

Christmas. Take a break from the holiday rush and 

hear what the hymns and Scriptures have to say this 

Advent season, not only as they prepare us to 

celebrate with joy the first coming of our Lord Jesus, as 

the precious baby of Bethleh em, but also as they 

prepare us to be ready for Jesusõ promised second 

coming on the Last Day, as our triumphant Savior. That 

is when He will bring all who trust in Him to eternal joy in 

heaven.  

 

A Happy and Blessed Advent to you!  
 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Dan Welch 
  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

EVERY HEART PREPARE* 
Advent is the churchõs season of preparation 

for Christmas, for the coming of the Lord. This 

Advent season, as part of our preparation, we will 

reflect upon four  common Christmas decorations 

and how they help us see Christ and prepare for 

His coming: evergreens, lights, the crèche, and 

wrapped presents, which point us to the greatest 

gift of all, Jesus Christ.  

 

First Wednesday in Advent    

Dec . 3rd, 2025 (7 PM) 

Theme: Evergreens  

 

Second Sunday in ADVENT   

 Sunday, December 7 th, 2025 

Theme: Lights  

 

Third Sunday in ADVENT   

Sunday, December 14 th, 2025 

Theme: Crèche  

 

Fourth Sunday in ADVENT   

Sunday, December 21 st, 2025 

Theme: Wrapped Presents  

 

*© 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All other 

rights reserved.  

 

 



 2 

From  Assistant Pastor , Michael Ewert  

 
 

Philippians 2:3 -5 ò3. Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility count  others more 

significant than yourselves. 4.  Let 

each of you look not only to his own  

interests, but also to the interests of 

others. 5.  Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is  yours in Christ 

Jesus.ó 

 

I recently saw this decision tree 

chart  online and it really helped me 

to  visualize my role. I have already  

learned a great deal in the past five  

months here at First Lutheran, and I  

am confident that I will continue to  

learn.  

 

But, one of the things that is a 

bigger  focus is making the proper 

decisions  when faced with multiple 

options.  Something I have faced at 

times is paralysis by analysis. I freeze 

up as I  spend too much time trying 

to decide  what is the right choice 

rather than  actually making a 

decision.  

 

I find this chart helpful for three  

reasons, it is practical, sympathetic,  

and thinks about the results. I know I  

will have to make many decisions,  

and  I will sometimes make the 

wrong one.  

 

This chart breaks down the decision  

-making process into three main  

phases:  information, consequence  

and implementation. It asks if I have  

all the  necessary  information or if  

there  are  ways to get more info. It  

then  d irects the user to make  a  

decision as proper. But , then if I do 

not have the right information it asks what will the  consequences be if I make the  wrong  decision ? Finally, if I donõt 

have  the info  and there  are serious consequences,  how soon do I have to implement the decision ? If I have time  

wait, if not make the decision. There is one theme that is throughout the entire chart no  matter the result, learn. If I 

make a good decision learn from it, if I make the wrong  decision, learn from it.  

 

Just as Solomon advises in Proverbs 11:2, òWhen pride comes, then comes disgrace,  but with the humble is 

wisdom.ó I know I have a lot to learn, and so I am thankful for your patience as I continue to grow in humility and in 

the way of the  Lord. Godõs blessings as we enter the season of Advent. 

Speaking Christ, Pr. Michael Ewert
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From the DCE Desk 
~ Advent and Christmas Schedul e 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  

Christmas Service  

 
Sunday, Dec. 14 

10:30 a.m. service  

 

With Communion  

 

Out of Office  
Pastor Dan Welch  

and Secret ary Amy Welch  

will not be in Mon., Dec. 29, 

Wed., D ec.  31, or 

Thu., Jan. 1. 
 

Amy will be in Tue., Dec. 30  

and Fri., Jan. 2. 
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Elders & Deacons  
 

* Wed., Dec. 3   7:00 PM ~Kermit Terlinden, David Hoefs  

 Advent 1  

 

Sun., Dec. 7  8:00 AM  ~Mike Cisewski, Doug Dahlke  

                10:30 AM  ~Dan Nikolaisen , Roger Schmidt  

 

* Wed., Dec. 10  7:00 PM ~Dan Nikolaisen, Lars Ide   

 Choral Concert  

 

Sun., Dec. 14  8:00 AM  ~Dennis Wolter, Mark Schmidt  

                10:30 AM  ~Will Freberg, Justin Petterson  

 

* Wed., Dec. 17  7:00 PM ~Dan Nikolaisen, Leonard Donnay  

 FLS Christmas Service 

 

Sun., Dec. 21  8:00 AM  ~David Polzin, David Hoefs  

                10:30 AM  ~Jason Oelfke, Roger Schmidt  

 

* Wed., Dec. 24  2:00 PM ~Dean Scheele, Kermit Terlinden  

 X-Mas Eve  5:00 PM 

   7:00 PM            , Doug Dahlke  

 

* Thu., Dec. 25  9:00 AM  ~Mark Schmidt, Dennis Wolter  

 X-Mas Day  

 

Sun., Dec. 28  8:00 AM  ~Tyler Mielke, David Polzin  

                10:30 AM  ~Jason Oelfke, Roger Schmidt  

 

* Wed., Dec. 31  5:00 PM ~Dean Scheele, David Polzin 

 New Yearõs Eve 

 

* indicates non -Sunday service.  

 
 
 

Greeters  
 

* Wed., Dec. 3   7:00 PM ~Mitchell and Zack Zacijek  (south side)  

 Advent 1   ~Dave & Betty Witthus  (west side)  

 

Sun., Dec. 7  8:00 AM   ~OPEN 

   10:30 AM ~OPEN 

 

* Wed., Dec. 10  7:00 PM ~Jada Neid  

 Choral Concert  

 

Sun., Dec. 14  8:00 AM    ~Dave & Betty Witthus  (west side)  

   10:30 AM  ~OPEN  

 

* Wed., Dec. 17  7:00 PM   ~Jada Neid  

 FLS Christmas Service 

 

Sun., Dec. 21  8:00 AM  ~OPEN 

   10:30 AM ~OPEN 

 

* Wed., Dec. 24  2:00 PM ~OPEN 

 X-Mas Eve  5:00 PM ~OPEN 

   7:00 PM   ~Dave & Betty Witthus  (west side)  

 

* Thu., Dec. 25  9:00 AM   ~OPEN 

 X-Mas Day  

 

Sun., Dec. 28  8:00 AM   ~Dave & Betty Witthus   (west side)  

   10:30 AM  ~OPEN 

 

* Wed., Dec. 31  5:00 PM   ~Nolan Damman (west side)  

 New Yearõs Eve 

 

* indicates non -Sunday service  

 

 

 

Acolytes  
 

* Wed., Dec. 3   7:00 PM      ~Clara Willcox ,  Nolan Dammann  

 Advent 1  

 

Sun., Dec. 7  8:00 AM       ~Bennett Vinkemeier , Danica V . 

   10:30 AM      ~Mason Ortloff,  Nolan Dammann  

 

* Wed., Dec. 10  7:00 PM      ~Ayla Pokornowski, Mitchell Zajicek  

 Choral Concert          

 

Sun., Dec. 14  8:00 AM      ~Emme Neubarth, Harper Neubarth  

   10:30 AM      ~Claire Geib, Caylee Weidendorf  

 

* Wed., Dec. 17  7:00 PM    ~Ruby Graf, Nolan Dammann   

 FLS Christmas Service 

 

Sun., Dec. 21  8:00 AM      ~Ruby Graf, Ayla Pokornowski  

   10:30 AM     ~Mason Ortloff, Drew Schmitz  

 

* Wed., Dec. 24  2:00 PM      ~OPEN 

 X-Mas Eve  5:00 PM    ~Ayla Pokornowski , Jada Neid  

   7:00 PM    ~Brady Goff  

 

* Thu., Dec. 25  9:00 AM     ~OPEN 

 X-Mas Day  

 

Sun., Dec. 28  8:00 AM      ~Natallie Schafer , Mitchell Za jicek  

   10:30 AM     ~OPEN 

 

* Wed., Dec. 31  5:00 PM    ~OPEN 

 New Yearõs Eve 

 

* indicates non -Sunday service.  

 

Screen Presenters  
 

* Wed., Dec. 3   7:00 PM  ~Amy Welch  

 Advent 1  

 

Sun., Dec. 7  8:00 AM   ~Chloe Donnay  

   10:30 AM   ~Tyler Schauer  

 

* Wed., Dec. 10  7:00 PM  ~Amy Welch  

 Choral Concert  

 

Sun., Dec. 14  8:00 AM   ~Brittney Wolff  

   10:30 AM   ~Rebekah Welch  

 

* Wed., Dec. 17  7:00 PM  ~First Lutheran School  

 FLS Christmas Service 

 

Sun., Dec. 21  8:00 AM   ~Piper Polzin 

   10:30 AM   ~Jeri Bennett  

 

* Wed., Dec. 24  2:00 PM  ~Pam Ahlbrecht  

 X-Mas Eve  5:00 PM  ~Brittney Wolff  

   7:00 PM  ~Tyler Schauer  

 

* Thu., Dec. 25  9:00 AM   ~Amy Welch  

 X-Mas Day  

 

Sun., Dec. 28  8:00 AM   ~Gemma Goff  

   10:30 AM   ~OPEN 

 

* Wed., Dec. 31  5:00 PM  ~NO SCREENS 

 New Yearõs Eve 

                * indicates non -Sunday service.  
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PA / Sound  
 

* Wed., Dec. 3   7:00 PM  ~Grady Schuft  

 Advent 1  

 

Sun., Dec. 7  8:00 AM   ~Glenn Cohrs  

   10:30 AM   ~Steven Schauer  

 

* Wed., Dec. 10  7:00 PM  ~Andrew Mackenthun  

 Choral Concert  

 

Sun., Dec. 14  8:00 AM   ~Kevin Cohrs  

   10:30 AM   ~Grady Schuft  

 

* Wed., Dec. 17  7:00 PM  ~First Lutheran School  

 FLS Christmas Service 

 

Sun., Dec. 21  8:00 AM   ~Andrew Mackenthun  

   10:30 AM   ~Lynn Exsted 

 

* Wed., Dec. 24  2:00 PM  ~Glenn Cohrs  

 X-Mas Eve  5:00 PM  ~Kevin Cohrs  

   7:00 PM  ~Steven Schauer  

 

* Thu., Dec. 25  9:00 AM   ~Andrew Mackenthun  

 X-Mas Day  

 

Sun., Dec. 28  8:00 AM   ~Kevin Cohrs  

   10:30 AM   ~Tyler Schauer  

 

* Wed., Dec. 31  5:00 PM  ~Lynn Exsted 

 New Yearõs Eve 

 

* indicates non -Sunday service.  

 

 
Camera   (either service)  

 
* Wed., Dec. 3   7:00 PM  XXX 

 Advent 1  

 

Sun., Dec. 7  8:00 AM   ~Andrew Mackenthun  

   10:30 AM  

 

* Wed., Dec. 10  7:00 PM  XXX 

 Choral Concert  

 

Sun., Dec. 14  8:00 AM  

   10:30 AM   ~Robert Schuft  

 

* Wed., Dec. 17  7:00 PM  XXX 

 FLS Christmas Service 

 

Sun., Dec. 21  8:00 AM   ~Pam Ahlbrecht  

   10:30 AM  

 

* Wed., Dec. 24  2:00 PM  ~Lynn Exsted 

 X-Mas Eve  5:00 PM 

   7:00 PM 

 

* Thu., Dec. 25  9:00 AM   ~Linda Ranzau  

 X-Mas Da y 

 

Sun., Dec. 28  8:00 AM   ~Lynn Exsted 

   10:30 AM  

 

* Wed., Dec. 31  5:00 PM  ~Pam Ahlbrecht  

 New Yearõs Eve 

 

* indicates non -Sunday service  

Special Music  
 
Sun., Dec. 7  8:00 AM ð Senior Choir  
 

* Wed., Dec. 10, 7:00 PM ð Senior Choir, FLS Grades 3 to 8  

 

* Wed., Dec. 17, 8 AM and 7 PM ð First Lutheran School Service  

 

Sun., Dec. 21  8:00 AM ð Senior Choir  

 

* Wed., Dec. 24  2:00 PM ð Senior Choir  

 
 

Fellowship Time  
 

Sun., Dec. 7  ~Endowment / Finance   

 

Sun., Dec. 14  ~Christian Education   

 

Sun., Dec. 21  ~OPEN 

 

Sun., Dec. 28  ~OPEN  
 

 

Christian Ed Helper (Sunday School)  
 

Sun., Dec. 7  ~Amy Bargman and Griffin Bargman  

 

Sun., Dec. 14  ~Larua Schmalz  

 

Sun., Dec. 21  ~Melissa Cisewski 

 

Sun., Dec. 28  ~NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ Summaries from Our Boards ~  
 

Church Council  |  October 16 th      

The Church Council reviewed, 

discussed, and approved the 

available October minutes from each  

Facebook Live  (either service)  
 

* Wed., Dec. 3   7:00 PM  XXX 

 Advent 1  

 

Sun., Dec. 7  8:00 AM   OPEN 

   10:30 AM  

 

* Wed., Dec. 10  7:00 PM  XXX 

 Choral Concert  

 

Sun., Dec. 14  8:00 AM   OPEN 

   10:30 AM  

 

* Wed., Dec. 17  7:00 PM  OPEN 

 FLS Christmas Service 

 

Sun., Dec. 21  8:00 AM   OPEN 

   10:30 AM  

 

* Wed., Dec. 24  2:00 PM  OPEN 

 X-Mas Eve  5:00 PM 

   7:00 PM 

 

* Thu., Dec. 25  9:00 AM   OPEN 

 X-Mas Day  

 

Sun., Dec. 28  8:00 AM   OPEN 

   10:30 AM  

 

* Wed., Dec. 31  5:00 PM  OPEN 

 New Yearõs Eve 

 

* indicates non -Sunday service  
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~Summaries from Our Boards~  

 

Churc h Council | November 20th   

The Church Council reviewed, discussed, and approved the 

available November minutes from  each of the individual 

Boards at the November 20 th meeting. Jim Chapa, financial 

consultant,  reviewed financial reports, trends and answered 

Council membersõ questions. Expenditures are continuing to 

be greater than member contributions. Plans for òbridging the 

gapó in funding needs were discussed. Recommendations 

from Council that will be brought to the Votersõ 12/1/25 

meeting include applying for a Line of Credit through 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund,  using Perpetual General 

Fund Debt Reduction Funds when needed to meet required  

expenditures, and applying staff step increases retroactively 

to July 1, 2025 (start of the fiscal  year).  

Christian Education Board  |  November 10 th    

Christian Education Board members reviewed and discussed  

ôTrunk or Treat,õ Sunday School Christmas Service, Cradle Roll, 

150th Anniversary t -shirt, Christmas Ornament, Advent Meals 

on Dec. 3 & 10, 150 th Anniversary Plans, Attendance at various 

youth groups, and Fellowship Hour on Dec. 14.  New items 

discussed included Baptismal Gifts, Thanksgiving Craft (We 

decided not to do it this year.), Easter Egg Hunt, and a party 

for men, similar to the Ladies ParTEA.  

Day School  |  November 4 th       

The 7th and 8 th graders recently went to Mission Central in 

Mapleton, Iowa. This  was a fun and spiritual experience for our 

7th and 8 th grade students. Plans  are underway for 

Grandparents/Special Persons Day on Wednesday, 

November  26. The students and staff are looking forward to 

this special day. Plans for the  Christmas Program are also 

underway, we look forward to hearing the message  

presented by our school.  

Board of Deacons  |  November 6 th  

Continued discussion of 150th Anniversary celebration plans. 

Filling 4th the quarter deaconõs schedule and planning for 

Advent and Christmas seasons. 

Board of Evangelism  |  November 5 th       

The Evangelism Board met on Wednesday, November 5 th, 

2025. We discussed how the Trunk or Treat event went it was 

well attended and are looking at new ways to assist next year. 

The Fall Hayride took place on Sunday , October 26 th a special 

Thank you to Robert and Gina Schuft and family for hosting 

the event. The Evangelism Board will be assembling Blessing 

Bags with the help of the Sunday School children on Sunday , 

November 16 th.  The bags will be delivered to the McLeod 

County Food shelf on Monday , November 17 th. Thank you to 

all who donated to this worthy cause. The Board of 

Evangelism will again be doing The Legend of The Candy 

Cane during the month of December.  

Board of Stewardship  | November 4  

No report  

Board of Trustees  |  November 3rd    

Two motors were replaced on the rooftop units. Further repairs 

or replacements will take place  in the spring. The Outdoor 

Musical Park pieces have been ordered and will be stored 

until  spring. Interviews for the business manager position have 

taken place. Work on the school  kitchen floor will begin on 

December 18 th. 

 

~ Young People Information  ~  
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The ôFarm to Schoolõ Department of Agriculture grant 

monies are used to purchase locally grown and raised 

foods (beef, pork, poultry, eggs, vegetables, fruits) for our 

First Lutheran School lunch program.  

 

Those with garden bounty continue to enjoy stored squash, 

potatoes, cabbage, carrots, and apples!  It is so rewarding 

to continue eating produce from the garden long after itõs 

been harvested!   

 

Our November Homegrown 

meal was held on Nov. 6.  

First Lutheran School  

students enjoyed a 

Charcuterie Meal of 

Summer Sausage, Dried 

Beef, Pepper Stick, Deviled 

Eggs, Cheeses, Crackers, Carrot & Celery Sticks, Apple 

Slices, and Pumpkin Bars!  They discovered a new word 

that day, learning that Charcuterie  is a French word.   

 

The meats were from the Brownton Meat Market and all 

made from local Beef.  The Deviled Eggs were made from 

eggs from the Doug Schultz farm.  Two kinds of Cheese  

(Cheddar and Pepperjack) came from the Bongards 

Creamery, all from the milk of local cows.  The Carrot sticks 

were from Tangletown Gardens in Plato.  Students learned 

that carrots are a root vegetable that can be stored in a 

cool spot and kept all throughout the winter to use!  The 

Apples  from Shimanski Orchards in Silver Lake were 

delicious and full of Vitamins C, K, and B -complex.  The 

Pumpkin Cake, utilized Pumpkin  preserved by Mrs. 

Donnay, from her sisterõs garden.  Many of the students 

had recently carved pumpkins and so were familiar with 

pumpkin i nnards!   

 

As always, students sing the Homegrown songé. 

 

Homegrownõs all right with me 

Homegrown is the way it should be  

Homegrown is a good thing  

Plant that bell and let it ring  

 

If you have produce  or recipes to share, please reach out 

to First Lutheran School Secretary Michelle Alsleben  at 864 -

3317 or Program Assistant Becky Ostlie, or Program 

Coordinator Cindy Eggersgluess at 612 -840-6308 

or eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com . 

 

Remember, eat healthy and local --  itõs a òGood Thing!ó 

~ Thrivent News  ~  

ã Thrivent Choice  ð Thank you , 

Thrivent members for continuing to 

designate your Choice $. This 

pastmonth, we received $366 for 

FLS and $1,243 for FLC. We also 

received a charitable Giving Grant 

of $650! Visit ( www.Thrivent.com/choice )  or phone 1 -800-847-

4836 and say òChoice Dollars.ó Have your Thrivent ID# handy. You 

can phone Mon day  ð Friday from 7 a .m. to 6 p .m. If you  would 

like assistance, please contact Cindy or church office.   

ã Thrivent Action Teams  ð A Thrivent Action Team is a simple, 

flexible way for you to bring people together to make a positive 

differenceé..you might hold a fundraiser, conduct a service 

activity, or hold an educational event.  Thereõs only a few weeks 

left of this year to use your Thrivent Action Teams!  Let the office 

know if you still have one to use!  

<>Visit Thrivent.com/actionteam  to complete an online 

application (minimum three  weeks before your event).  If you are 

unable to make your request via computer, you can phone 

Thrivent and make your request via Customer Service ð call 1 -800-

847-4836. 

<>When your project is approved, Thrivent will provide resources 

(Action Team Kit) to help plan the event, promotional items 

(including Thrivent T -shirts to increase your visibility, and seed 

money to cover promotional and material expenses ($250 

Community I mpact Card).    

<>EVERY Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Action Teams per 

calendar year .   IF YOUóRE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR ACTION 

TEAMS, PLEASE LET CINDY OR THE OFFICE KNOW!    Involve others ð 

itõs all about your friends, family and community coming together 

to make a positive impact!      We are seeking Thrivent members 

for projects associated with FL upcoming 150 th Anniversary.  

(Recent examples --Action Team used to purchase food for the 

Dec . 17 Advent Meal fundraiser . Action Team used to purchase 

installation sup plies for Musical Playground . Action Team used to 

purchase postage stamps for Christmas Cards for Shut -Ins and 

Veterans . 

ã Thrivent Member Network - Twin Cities Region  works hard to 

create fun and educational content that you can engage in 

from the comfort of your own home.  There are also some great 

on -demand webinars (variety of topics) that you can view 

anytime.  Guests are welcome ! Please feel free to share these 

events with your friends, family, and community.  See all the info 

and resources at:  https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member -network/twin -cities/        

<>CHRISTMAS WITHé.. WE THE KINGDOM concert ð Sa.t, Dec. 13 ð 

7 p.m.  ð Knight Performance Hall ð University of Northwestern, St. 

Paul.  Both Thrivent Members and Non -Members may register for 

complimentary tickets at https://www.thrivent.com/member -

network/twin -cities/events .   We The Kingdom is a grammy -

nominated contemporary Christian music band.  Celebrate the 

season as they bring the joyful sounds of Christmas to life in a one -

of -a -kind performance that will fill your hearts with joy this 

Christmas season!  See all the info and resources at:   

https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member -network/twin -cities/        

ã Thrivent  2026 Calendar ð This 9.5 x 12ó calendar is entitled ð 

Moments of Grace.  The beautiful monthly photos were submitted 

from a variety of Thrivent members.  I love this calendar as it has 

big squares for jotting down appointments!  Thereõs still time to 

order your free calendar online!  

ã Thrivent  Cause Kit ð Help transform lives by completing a 

Thrivent Cause Kit which will make an impact in communities 

worldwide.  Request the kit ð assemble at home ð send it back to 

give back.  You can choose from a Water Filter or Light Kit .  

Members  are eligible to make one kit (with 3 units) per year!   

 

mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
https://www.thrivent.com/member-network/twin-cities/events
https://www.thrivent.com/member-network/twin-cities/events
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
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~ Mat - Makers  ~ 

Mat -Makers  
Crafting mats from clean, used, plastic grocery bags  

for Godõs dear ones who need a place to sleep.  

 

Mat - Makers will meet  
December 9 and 23.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~  150th Anniversary Ann ouncements  ~  
 

SLEEPING MATS 
 

A Place of Their Own!  
We are happy to report after two years of Mat -Making by 

First Evangelical Lutheran Mat -Makers, there is finally one 

small end of one VERY small closet in the church basement 

where Mat -Making supplies are kept! The top shelf is for 

completed mats. (There ar e about ten up there right now.) 

The shelf in the middle is for bags that have been partially 

processed ð folded bags ready to cut, òsquaresó that have 

been cut, òplarnó strands that have been looped together, 

òplarnó strands that have been wound into balls, and a tote 

bag of Mat -Making tools. The bottom area is for bags of 

bags not yet processed. Itõs a very efficient use of space.  

 

We Mat -Makers give thanks to God and His servant Loren 

Engelmann for retro -fitting this very small space. He didnõt 

spend much money on this project. If you look closely, the 

shelving isnõt shelving at all. Loren used some old, beat up 

First Evangelical Lu theran tabletops and made them just the 

right size to hold a mat! We are also grateful to Charleen 

Engelmann for sharpening the blades on our rotary cutters. 

Well done, good and faithful servants.  

 

To the Mat -Makers Who Work from Home  

 

Hatõs off to the Mat-Makers who work from home! What 

a nice to surprise to walk into the  closet and see 

processed bags ready to crochet!! We donõt even know 

who some of you are!  You are using your at -home -time 

God Himself gives you to serve Him by serving his dear  

children who need a place to sleep . This is indeed a 

God -pleasing thing to do.   

 

Stop in sometime  at a Mat -Making session. Weõd like to 

meet you! We meet every 2 nd   and 4 th  Tuesday of the  

month in the Fellowship Center. (If thereõs something else 

going on in the Fellowship Center,  we find another place. 

Itõs usually room 111 at the bottom of the steps.)  

 

Guests are always  welcomed. Bring a friend.  
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    ~ Lutheran Women in Mission ~  

Monday, December 1 at NOON  

Lutheran Women in Mission will meet Monday , Dec . 1 for a 

noon dinner . Bring a dish to  share. Members, volunteer 

members, honorary members , and guests are all 

welcomed.   Weõll have a nice Advent/Christmas devotion. 

We will continue the Bible Study  -- 

 

òAnointed by a Sinner, Forgiven by the Savior.ó 

From the series : AT TABLE WITH JESUS 

 

Simon the Pharisee and his colleagues will have the honor 

of dining with the òpossible prophetó Jesus. An uninvited 

guest, a woman, appears and begins kissing Jesusõ feet! 

Read Luke 7:36 -50 to see how this interesting Bible story 

proceeds. We will study this at the Dec . 1 Lutheran  Women 

in Mission meeting.  

 
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

$4,200 
 

Lutheran Women in Mission, an auxiliary organization of First 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, selected the missions that will 

be funded in 2025. If you made a donation to Lutheran 

Women in Mission for serving your loved oneõs funeral meal or 

special occasion or if you made a direct  donation to the 

treasury, if you purchased a meal at the Salad Luncheon 

fundraiser, if you bought goodies or a pastry at the Christmas 

Brunch -Craft -Bake Sale, or if you brought something to sell, 

then YOU ARE A PART OF THIS MISSION! Rest assured that your 

contribution has been carefully and prayerfully selected to 

proclaim Christ at home and far away.  
 

 $400 ð FLS 7th & 8 th gr. class trip to Mission Central, IA.  

 $200 ð 2 Lutheran Hour broadcasts on KGLB radio  

 $400 ð 2 First Evangelical Lutheran worship service radio 

broadcasts  

 $200 ð Youth mission trip to New Mexico  

 $300 ð Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch  

 $500 ð Joint seminary òAdopt-a -Studentó 

 $500 ð First Evangelical Lutheran 150 th Anniversary  

 $500 ð Orphan Grain Train  

 $500 ð Lutheran Heritage Society  

 $600 ð New gowns for our 2 pastors  

 $100 ð FLS Christmas Wish List tree 

This list is in addition to the $,1000 given to òNew Freedom 

Mission,ó the Minnesota South LCMS mission that distributes 

sleeping mats, tent, blankets, warm clothes to unhoused 

people near downtown St. Paul.  

 
 

Christmas Brunch -Bake -Craft Sale  

December 6 , 9:00 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m.  

First Evangelical Lutheran is regarded as having the BEST 

Christmas brunch, bake and craft sale is the area!! This is 

because of the GENEROUS donations from members!  

¶ Bring your craft items/country store -type items a 

day or 2 or 3 before the sale  

¶ Bring your cookies, candies, baked items the 

evening before or the morning of the sale  

¶ You may package your items yourself, or bring 

them òin bulkó and weõll package them for you 

¶ Cookie variety plates usually sell the best  

¶ Your cookie/candy type items may be mixed 

into a variety plate  

¶ You may suggest a price. If necessary, we might 

change it comparable to other items  

¶ Generally, our variety cookie plates are $10 a 

dozen  

¶ Our òdozensó often contain about 14 cookies, 

depending on size  

¶ If there are left -over items, they will be sold after 

church the next day  

¶ Items will not be marked down until the next day  

¶ Usually, ALL of the baked items sell  

¶ If your craft/country store items don õt sell, please 

pick them up within a few days after the sale  

¶ Something new this year ð VINTAGE TABLE! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy November birthday to 

honorary Lutheran Women in Mission 

member Verdella Moehring ! A $5 gift 

to LWML Mission Grants òmitesó has 

been given in your honor.  

 

           VINTAGE CHRISTMAS 
             A New òVintageó table at the   

            Christmas Brunch -Bake -Craft Sale  

 
This year we will have a special table at the Dec .6  

Christmas Brunch -Bake -Craft Sale  

 called VINTAGE CHRISTMAS.  

 
You may bring some of your antique, vintage, or old 

Christmas decorations, ornaments, toys or other items 

that collectors or decorators may want to purchase. 

(No junk, please! Just the cool stuff!)  
 

         * Display it in an attractive way.  

         * Weõll try this for one year  

        to see if itõs well received. 

*  Please be prepared to take yo ur own  

      vintage items home if they donõt sell. 
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Some Bible Verses About TRUST 

 

God is our refuge and strength,  

 an ever -present help in trouble.  

 Therefore we will not fear,  

though the earth give way  

and the mountains fall in the heart of the sea . 

Psalm 46: 1-2 

 

For the Lord God is a sun and shield;  

 the Lord bestows favor and honor;  

no good thing does He  withhold  

from those whose walk is blameless.  

O Lord Almight y, 

 blessed is the man who trusts in  you.  

Psalm 84: 11-12 

 

Trust in the Lord and do good;  

dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.  

Delight yourself in the  Lord  

and He will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the Lord,  

 trust in Him and He will do this.  

Psalm 37:3-5 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart  

and lean not on your own understanding;  

 in all your ways  acknowledge Him,  

and He will make your paths straight.  

 Proverbs 3:5-6 

~ Miscellaneous ~  

 
We hope everyone enjoyed the beautiful pumpkins and fall 

flowers decorating our church entrances this  season! What a 

blessing that we were able to enjoy them well into 

November.  

 

A heartfelt thank you to Dennis Wolter for sharing his time and 

talent so generously for the Lord, to the  Thrivent Action Team 

program for their support, and to Kevin & Tammy Mathews 

for the wonderful pumpkin  donation s. Your contributions 

helped create a warm and welcoming atmosphere for all!  
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       ~  First  Lutheran  Church & School Events ~           

 

Upcoming Altar Guild Meetings  
Tue., Dec. 2, 20 25, beginning at 4:00 p.m.  

Decorating for Christmas  

followed by A ltar Guild  meeting  

<> Please bring a snack to share.  <> 

---------------------------------------------- 

Mon., Jan. 5, 2026 ,  at 5:00 p.m.  

Undecorating  from Christma s,  followed by AG  meeting  

<> NO MEAL <>  
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Please Help Us Stay Connected!  

 

Volunteers for the First Lutheran Church Pictorial Directory 

are working hard contacting members to promote 

scheduling appointments.  However, we often do not have 

current contact info.  

 

Please take an opportunity to  

 ensure that we have your  

complete and current contact  

 information éaddress, email, 

 phone.    

 

 Will you also share  contact info on family members that no 

longer live in your home?  Please contact Amy in the 

Church Office to help stay connected.   

 

~ Miscellaneous Church Announcements~  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Church Library  

Two new books have been added to our library from one 

of our favorite authors, Karen Kingsbury : 

Just Onc e , a novel that explores themes of love, faith, duty 

and the home frontõs experience during WWII. 

The Christmas Ring , a story about  

a military widow named Vanessa  

Mayfield who searches for a lost  

family heirloom ring and meets a  

handsome antique dealer,  

Ben Miller.  

 

                      Recycle Your  Old Printer Cartridges  
 

Are you aware that there is a Drop  Off Box 

at First Lutheran Church  (main entry area) 

for empty printer  cartridges?  

 

Many used OEM cartridges (not remanufactured) can be 

recycled and sold  again. We recently utilized a company 

called  TonerBuyer.com which paid us cash for select 

cartridges.  
 

They currently accept ONLY the following brandsé..Brother 

Laser, Canon Inkjet, Canon Laser, Dell, HP Inkjet, HP  Laser, 

Lexmark, Okidata, Samsung, and Xerox. If we receive 

cartridge models that are not accepted, we bring  them to 

the McLeod County Recycling Center in Hutchinson.  
 

THANK YOU for recent donations  which  netted $108.75!  

1ST LUTHERAN YOUTUBE PAGE 

Here is the link to the YouTube page  

https://www.youtube.com/@1stGlencoe/videos . 

It can also be found if you search ô1st Glencoeõ. 

Videos should show up if you search First Lutheran 

Glencoe, but the channel itself will not, so, it should work 

better to use ô1st Glencoe.õ  The QR Code is below.  

 

Please note, we now have this option because 

FaceBook will only keep videos on -line 

 for a very limited time.  

 

Stories of Faith  

The Public Relations (PR) Team invites members to share their 

stories related to situations or events in  which they 

experience Godõs love and providential care. 

 

Advent is a season of anticipation. The prophets foretold of 

the coming Messiah ð Godõs Word proved reliable and true. 

As Godõs people, we too, wait expectantly for His return. Our 

hope is found in what God has done  and will do in Jesus 

Christ to make all things new.  

 

Cindy Eggersgluess 612 -840-6308 

 eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com  

  

Church Pictorial Directory ð There is still time!  

 

Weõre nearing the finish line with church photos! To date, 

eleven photo sessions have been scheduled, with more 

than 340 spots  booked.  

 

Photos were also taken at GlenFields and Grand 

Meadows. Our last photo session date will happen on Tue., 

Dec . 9th. 

 

Volunteers devoted many hours to contacting members 

through phone calls, texts, emails, and personal visits. If we 

were not  able to reach you, there is still time to participate!  

 

You may submit your personal photo for the Directory.  

Both paper and digital versions are accepted. Vertical 

format is preferred.  A $15 fee  is associated with this option; 

you will receive a pictorial/historical directory.   Deadline is 

Dec. 31 st.  

 

You may also consider traveling to another location  where 

Universal Church Directory photographers are working. For 

info on  this, please contact the office.  

 

Donõt miss out on this opportunity to be part of our Church 

Family Pictorial/150 th Anniversary Historical Directory! Our 

book wonõt be complete without you!  

 
 

 

        

 

https://www.youtube.com/@1stGlencoe/videos
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~ Opportunities to Share Your                                

Time, Talents, and Treasures ~   

HONORING OUR VETERANS To help 

honor the sacrifice our veterans         

have given, weõre giving our brave 

men and women òQuilts of Valor.ó 

Our veterans deserve recognition.  

If you or a loved one at First  Lutheran 

has served, please contact  Beverly 

at(612) 578 -1713, RaNay at (320)  

510-0804, or the church office   

 

 

DONATE SOCKS & UNDIES ð ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN 

We are collecting NEW underwear and socks for 

Orphan Grain Train to send to needy people.  Menõs, 

womenõs, boyõs, and girlõs ð all sizes are needed.   

Simply drop your donation off   

In the box located in the South Entrance.   

Please also pray for those who will  

receive these gifts of undies and  

socks.  

 Donations will be accepted until December 2 nd .   

 

Christmas Cards / Giving Tuesday  

On Giving Tuesday, Dec . 2nd, weõll be writing Christmas 

cards for our shut -ins and area Veterans. Weõll begin at 10 

a.m. and go until about Noon . Itõs a fun project and we 

can use many volunteers!  

 

If youõd like to  pre -color pages to include with the cards, 

youõll find sheets on the table located outside the office.  

 

A Thrivent Action Team has been donated  

to help cover the cost of postage. Coffee  

and pastries  

will be served!  

 

 

 

MARY MARTHA ALTAR GUILD 

Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer at 

church?  The Altar Guild can use your Time, Talent, and 

Treasures! We encourage and welcome members of the 

congregation to join the Altar Guild at any time.  If you see 

us working after the worship service s, we invite you to join us 

and see what we are up to.  

Our motto of service has remained the same for 

70+ years: òLet all things be done decently and in order.ó 1 

Corinthians 14:40    We prepare the altar, set up for 

Communion and Baptisms for our church services, and 

occasionally decorate the church for holidays.  

We will provide training;  no special talents required 

~ just a willingness to share your Time, Talent, and Treasures. 

You work one month out of the year with 2 other members. 

We meet as a group four times between Sept . and May 

(Sept ., Nov . or Dec ., Jan ., and May).   

If you are interested or  

 have questions, please  

contact Charleen Engelmann,  

or leave a message with the  

church office.  

  

Become a Volunteer Bell Ringer  

The Salvation Army is in need of Red 

Kettle Bell Ringers. Businesses and 

individuals are welcome. Shifts are 

two hours. Bell ringing is at 

Cobornõs. All donations stay in 

McLeod County. To ring, text 

Annette at 320 -510-3006.  

 

HELP NEEDED: FLS Future Flames committee's 2nd annual ice 

fishing tournament on Lake Waconia is 1/17/2026. We need 

volunteers to  prep/plow the day before and for registration 

and food sales the day  of the tournament.  

 

For more info contact  

 flsfutureflames@outlook.com  

 or talk to Shauna Gruber,  

Linda Donnay, Danielle Petterson,  

Rich Streufert or Skyler Johnson.  
 

 

 

Church Poinsettias  Congregational members 

are welcome to share their poinsettias for 

church display during the Christmas season .         

Please mark your plant with your name so it 

can be returned to you . 
 

mailto:flsfutureflames@outlook.com
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~ Some More Opportunities to Share 

Your  Time, Talents, and Treasures ~  

The Joy of Giving  

   We want to make a lasting and generous difference in the world, but we donõt think we 

have the financial means to  do it.  When it comes to charitable giving, however, retirement assets are 

an often overlooked opportunity. Some experts  have even called qualified retirement plans òthe most 

significant yet underutilized categoryó of all giving options. 

 

When you look beyond liquid assets into IRA or retirements assets, youõll have an opportunity to give in a way that: 

1. Increases your impact. A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) is a gift from your IRA to causes close to  your heart. Those 

age 70.5 or older with a traditional IRA are eligible to make a QCD. Those age 73 or  older can satisfy their required minimum 

distribution and avoid taxes on that distribution.  

2. Simplify your giving. Naming a charity as the beneficiary of your IRA is often one of the easiest ways to  make a difference 

beyond your lifetime. It also spares your heirs a tax burden.  

3. Leaves a legacy. When you include a charitable gift in your estate plan to a charity youõre passionate about helps to not 

only supply òthe needs of the Lordõs people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to Godó (2 Corinthians 9:12). It 

is beautiful part of the legacy youõll leave behind. 

 

If youõre looking for a way to maximize your generosity and make an impact for generations to come, donõt overlook the value 

of a gift from your retirement assets. First Ev. Lutheran Church provides an opportunity for members and friends to make special 

gifts to support our  ministries during their lifetime and after; thus continuing to serve long after the gift is made. For more ideas, 

pick up  the brochure òGifts of a Lifetimeó available on an Entrance Stand. Godõs Abundant Grace Enables Abundant Giving!  

2025 Endowment Committee  

- Wayne Ahlbrecht, Cindy Eggersgluess, Brenda Birkholz, Roger Schmidt, and Mark  Schmidt  
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The Lutheran Hour  
A Message of Hope on The Lutheran Hour  

Hear the Good News of the Gospel on the Lutheran Hour each Sunday in December at 9:00 a .m. on KDUZ 1260 AM 

Radio. This month you will hear the following program topics on the 9:00 a .m. broadcast:  
 

Dec. 7    "Chosen for What?"  with Lutheran Hour Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler . God calls believers to trust and 

follow Jesus --chosen, but chosen for what? (Romans 15:7)  

Dec. 14  "Pictures of Patience"  with Lutheran Hour Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler . Patience can be practiced, 

tested, strained, and lost. Christians are called to return the patience God in His mercy has shown us, in Christ.  

(James 5:7 -8) 

Dec. 21  "Everybody Is Somebody"  with Lutheran Hour Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler . God sends His people --the 

Church --to be His letters to the world, delivering His Word of promise. (Romans 1:7)  

Dec. 28  "Get Ready for the Best"  with Guest Speaker: Rev. Germán Novelli. Christ will return --maybe this year, maybe 

even today! Pastor German Novelli helps us to prepare for the blessings and challenges of a new year.  

(Luke 12:36-37) 

Lutheran Hour Broadcast Moves to KGLB 1310 AM Radio  

Beginning on January 4, 2026 , the Lutheran Hour broadcast is moving from KDUZ 1260 AM Radio to KGLB 1310 AM 

Radio, Glencoe ( You should receive better reception with its stronger signa l.) and will be heard on Sunday mornings 

at 7:00 a .m. You will also hear the 7:00 a .m. broadcast on KGLB 96.1 FM Radio.  
 

2026 Sponsor Campaign Report  

Our 2026 Sponsor Campaign has begun. To date we have received $1,577.00 towards our goal of raising $5,096.00 

for the 52 broadcasts on KGLB 1310 AM Radio in 2026. You are Invited to become a 2026 KGLB Lutheran Hour 

Broadcast Supporter. Any gift amount help s. Sponsor one broadcast ($98.00) or broadcasts by sending your gift 

(payable to KGLB Lutheran Hour Broadcast) to: KGLB Lutheran Hour Broadcast Supporters, % First Lutheran Church, 

925 13th Street East, Glencoe, MN  55336. Questions? Please call or text Rich at 320 -779-0123. Thank you!  

 

 
 

The 137th Tournament of Roses Parade will take place on Thursday, January 1, 2026, in Pasadena, California, under 

the theme of òThe Magic in Teamwork.ó This will be LHMõs 75th time entering the new year with a Christian message 

of hope in Jesus Christ in t he form of a floral Rose Parade float.  
 

This yearõs float features a Team Jesus blimp flying over the world and coming forth from the church as Jesus 

celebrates with 12 modern -day disciples as it features the message ALL WELCOME. òTeam Jesusó serves as a 

reminder that it takes all to fulfill the  callings Christ has placed upon us to do the work of bringing Christ and His 

redeeming love to the world.  

 

Symbolism includes a Luther Seal on the nose of the blimp and 75 on the tail for the 75 th year of having a Lutheran 

float in the parade. The Petal Pushers banner is shown to represent the annual volunteer efforts of 3,500+ individuals.  

 

As a self-funded project of the Southern California District of the Lutheran Laymenõs League, the LHM float is the only 

Christian float in the annual parade. The float carries on a mission to provide a Gospel witness to the millions of 

parade viewers watch ing in person at the parade in Pasadena, on TV and the computer.  

 

If youõre interested in volunteering to help with the production of the float, please visit petalpushers.org ! 

 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.  

Galatians 6:9 ESV  

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.petalpushers.org/
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