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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I have been dealing with a question today, actually for this week, and I'm
interested to know what you think. And so this question might seem simple at first,
but who is the good Samaritan? Now I personally have heard one or two things. It's
either Jesus, and he shows his love to us and gives us life, or we are supposed to be
the good Samaritan. So now I'm going to ask for some audience participation. Raise
your hand if you've heard that it's supposed to be Jesus. Okay. A few hands. Now
raise your hand if you've heard that it's supposed to be us. We are the good
Samaritan. Okay. Interesting. This is something I've been wrestling with all week.
And I'll try to explain why.

So I'll start with the more common hearing. More of you raise your hands
because you've heard it's supposed to be us, that Jesus is teaching us how we are to
see our neighbor. But then the problem, not that it arises, is the question, where is
the gospel in this reading? If we are the good Samaritan, where is Jesus in the story?
Where is the good news? All of scripture points to Jesus. And so if we're the good
Samaritan, where is room for Jesus? I've been thinking and wrestling with that. And
then if Jesus is the good Samaritan, the problem that arises is that that doesn't seem
to be how Jesus himself is using the parable. Because at the end he asks, who was the
one who showed, or which of these was the neighbor? And then when the lawyer
responds, the one who shows mercy, Jesus says, go and do likewise. So the lawyer

identifies the good Samaritan and Jesus agrees with him and then says, go and do



likewise. But if Jesus is the good Samaritan, that makes the task impossible for us.
None of us can give faith, give healing like that. And so it seems like such a difficult
question. Who is the good Samaritan?

Well, this is not a cop out. But the good Lutheran answer is both/and. Jesus is
the good Samaritan and we are the good Samaritan. It just depends on your
perspective at a certain time. We don't have to deal with two exclusive good
Samaritans, but we can see ourselves as the Samaritan and we see Jesus as our good
Samaritan. I'm going to continue with Jesus as our good Samaritan. This perspective
places us before God. Before God we know we are dead, lying in that ditch, bleeding
out. There's nothing we can do to get up and walk to Jericho. We're dead. And the
law and the Old Testament sacrifices and that priest and the Levite, they walk on by
because they don't save us. We need the good Samaritan, Jesus. He alone is able to
rescue you from sin, from death and the devil. The ones who robbed us and
murdered us, stripped us of all our clothes. Jesus is the one who gives us his clothes
of righteousness. He's the one who takes us on his animal and brings us to health.
He bandages to heal and give life. None of these works are things that we are able to
do of ourselves. Before God we can do nothing. But we know that Jesus is our good
Samaritan and so he is the one who rescues us.

But then if we change perspectives before our neighbors, when we're living
out in this world, to point to Jesus doesn't work. I see you struggling but know that

Jesus died for you. That's going to help you when you're trying to get up when



you've fallen, when you're carrying a heavy load. Well know that Jesus died for you
even though I see you struggling, carrying so much. No? When we're with our
neighbor, when we're in this world, we are called to be the good Samaritan. We are
called to serve them in love. This is what is right and good for us to do. When the
people we find it most difficult to help and serve, we are called to love and help
them, to rescue them from all their problems. And so when we're before our
neighbor, we are the good Samaritan. We are the ones who hear Jesus' words go and
do likewise. And so as Christians we go out and do as Jesus commands.

And this works beautifully, this both/and Jesus and us as the good Samaritan
because it creates a cycle. Because Jesus is our good Samaritan, he has rescued us and
given us faith that we may live. And so because we live and have faith, we listen to
Jesus and we go out and we do likewise. And so then when we interact with our
neighbors, we are their good Samaritans. We help them, we serve them. We keep the
law in that regard. And by so doing we have opportunities to share the gospel and
share the good news. And in our love we are the good news for them. But that is so
that Jesus might become their good Samaritan. And because he becomes their good
Samaritan, they become good Samaritans to their neighbors. And so on and on it
goes. Because Jesus is our good Samaritan, we can be good Samaritans to our
neighbors so that Jesus might be their good Samaritan. If it was one or the other,
there would be no cycle. We would either have to point continually to ourselves and

our good works or we would have to point to Jesus alone and say, well, Jesus is really



God. I can't help you right now. But because we have the beauty of both Jesus and
us as the good Samaritan, we can say Jesus is my good Samaritan and I am your good
Samaritan. This is good news.

And this is the answer to who is the good Samaritan. It depends on your
perspective. Before God it can only be Jesus. But before our neighbor it is us. So we
get the richness and the fullness of the Gospel as we remember our good Samaritan
who rescued us. Because justifying ourselves won't stop the bleeding. We need the
good Samaritan to wrap us up in bandages. And so we rejoice. And as ones who
have faith, we listen to Jesus. So go and do likewise. In the name of the Father, and

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



