
 

 

Next year is going to be a year 

 to remember and … to celebrate! 
 
On July 4th, 2026, we the people of the United States of 

America, will celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the signing 

of the Declaration of 

Independence. Many plans 

are already underway for a 

series of meaningful events 

and activities leading up to 

the big day of July 4th when 

our nation officially turns 250-

years-old. 

 

What is the goal of these 

celebrations? According to whitehouse.gov/america250: 

It is for all Americans “to have a renewed love of American 

history, experience the beauty of our country, and ignite a 

spirit of adventure and innovation that will raise our nation 

to new heights over the next 250 years.” Hopefully that will 

happen! Indeed, we are truly blessed by God to live in this 

country where among many of our liberties and rights is the 

freedom to worship the One true God; Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit! 

 

Next year here at First Lutheran, and most especially on 

July 12th of 2026, we will be 

thanking our gracious God 

for 150 years together as a 

congregation of His people 

in this place. We will do our 

fair share of celebrating, too! 

Plans are already underway to make these series of events 

exciting and faith-building. 

 

I have a friend who shows his “love of American history” 

(see above) by re-reading the Declaration of 

Independence every July 4th. That is commendable. I have 

also heard of others who love their country so much that 

they keep a small copy of the U.S. Constitution readily 

available as a handy reference to study. 

 

 

While I admit that I don’t re-read our church’s Constitution 

every year, we all do have ready access to it on our 

church’s website firstglencoe.org/about/church-

documents/ . There in our church’s Constitution, which is 

formally known as the “Articles of Incorporation”, the first 

two articles tell us two very important items, namely, who 

we are and what we are doing here: 

 

ARTICLE I NAME 

 “The name of this congregation shall be: 

 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Glencoe.” 

ARTICLE II PURPOSE  

“The purpose of this congregation shall be to 

seek the honor and glory of God, 

 to carry out His will, 

 to manifest the unity of our faith in Jesus Christ 

as God and Savior, 

 to spread the kingdom of God and to foster 

Christian fellowship and love, 

 by the preaching of the Word of God, 

 by the administration of the Sacraments, 

and by the religious instruction of all its members, 

according to the confessional standard 

 of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.” 
 

By the grace of God that is what we have been doing 

at First Ev. Lutheran for nearly 150 years. My prayer 

to God and my encouragement to you is that we will 

continue to ‘carry out His will, manifest the unity of 

our faith in Jesus Christ, spread God’s kingdom and 

foster Christian fellowship and love, by sharing God’s 

Word and Sacraments’ for the benefit of the Glencoe 

community until Lord Jesus returns on the Last Day! 
 

Recently Pastor Ewert, Deaconess Polzin, and I sat down 

together to study God’s Word and look for guidance for our 

upcoming 150th Anniversary celebrations. We found verses 

from Hebrews chapter 10 to be especially meaningful. What I 

didn’t realize at the time is just how similar the words of 

Hebrews 10:23-25 are to Article II of our Constitution (see 

above):  
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 

without wavering, for he who promised is 

faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up 

one another to love and good works, 25 not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 

some, but encouraging one another, and all the 

more as you see the (Last) Day drawing near. 
(Heb. 10:23-25). 

 

Next year is going to be a year to remember and to 

celebrate, but even more, may these coming months, 

beginning now, be a time of growing together as family of 

God here at First Lutheran and sharing the Good News of the 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life which is found in Christ 

alone! God bless you and keep you and may God continue 

to bless the people and the purpose of First Ev. Lutheran 

Church! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Dan Welch 
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From Our Assistant 

Pastor, Michael Ewert 
 

I want to spend my first few newsletters sharing some 

of the insights and things I learned from seminary with 

you all. I hope that this will deepen our connection and 

help you understand how I have been shaped and 

prepared to serve you in ministry. 

 

The first thing I want to share 

with you starts at the 

beginning of Jesus' ministry. 

We read in Mark 1 the 

account of Jesus calling 

Simon and Andrew. The 

very first thing Jesus says to 

these disciples is, “Come, follow me.” The last thing 

Jesus says to Peter is, “Follow me.” (John 21:19) Jesus 

bookends discipleship with this call. To be a disciple is to 

receive the call of Jesus: “Follow me.” We receive this 

call in Baptism as infants for many of us, but for others it 

is through the proclamation of the Word that we 

receive this call. Sometimes we are tempted to put the 

Disciples on a pedestal and think of how different we 

are from them, but you and I have received the same 

call from Jesus: “Follow me.” 

In one of my seminary classes, a professor directed us to 

Mark 1 and asked a simple question. He asked us, 

“What is the goal of being a Christian?” We gave many 

different answers, and I’m sure you can think of many 

too, but none of them were what he was looking for. He 

returned us to this call of Jesus, “Follow me.” 
 

 I find this profound for two reasons: 

 

First, it is simple; to be a Christian is to follow Jesus, to 

follow His Words, and to follow His deeds. Life can feel 

complicated. We face so many choices and ask, ‘What 

should I do?’ Then we hear Jesus’ answer: “Follow me.” 

It removes the burden we feel in trying to make the right 

decision.  

 

Secondly, it returns us to our foundation: Jesus Himself, 

crucified, risen, and calling us to follow. We follow not 

to earn salvation, but because we have been claimed 

by Him. We often take for granted that we’re following 

Jesus just because we’re Christian. When we return to 

our call, it snaps us back to our Savior. Jesus is our 

foundation for everything we do and everything we 

are. Sometimes we focus more on what we’ve built: our 

doctrinal systems, our traditions, our church-isms, even 

our own sins, rather than on the foundation Himself: 

Jesus.  

 

We can too easily lose sight of Him. So we remember 

Jesus’ call to us, “Follow me.” Just as Jesus called the 

disciples to follow him, we too have been called. May 

our lives ever reflect Jesus as we follow Him. 

 

 

Following Christ, 
Pr. Michael Ewert 
 
 
 

 

 

  
  
 
 
 

Mark 1:14–18 14 After John was put in prison,  
Jesus went to Galilee,  

preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God.  
15 “The time is fulfilled,” he said. 

 “The kingdom of God has come near! 
 Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  

16 As Jesus was going along the Sea of Galilee, 
 he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

 casting a net into the sea, 
 since they were fishermen. 

 17 Jesus said to them, “Come, follow me, 
 and I will make you fishers of men.” 
 18 Immediately they left their nets 

 and followed him. 
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FROM THE DCE DESK…     

 

Our Director of Christian Education, Deaconess Megan 

Polzin,  has been busy this summer with planning, 

preparing, attending, and leading various activities for us 

here at 1st Lutheran Church and School.  (And she just 

returned from the N.Y.G. trip to New Orleans!  Watch for 

a recap of the events in Louisiana!)  

Please check out the August Newsletter youth page, 

Sunday church bulletins, and the information table in 

the main church narthex.          

Lots of exciting things are happening! 
 
 

 

NEW YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Calling all young adults, couples, and families  

around the ages of 18-35!!  

You are invited to a small group Bible Study 

 led by Cullen and Mackenzie Hoffmann at their home 

 in Glencoe on the first and third Monday of the month 

from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 (Dates and a rough timeline are shared below. 

 Please note: they are subject to change.) 
 

 

We will be reading, discussing, and applying the book 

Measured by Grace: How God Defines Success  

written by Sharla Fritz to our own lives. 

 In this book, Ms. Fritz looks at eight different men  

and women from the Bible who are flawed,  

yet God still uses them to build His kingdom here on 

earth. 

 

                    Here is an excerpt from her book: 

“The world measures worthiness through 

success, wealth, and fame. Our culture 

focuses on achievement, and we strive  

for improvement - even perfection.  

But if you fail? Are you ‘less than?’  

Does it make you feel worthless? 

...God’s definition of success is nothing 

 like the world’s. He redeems failure, 

 forgives freely, and transforms you by His love.” 

 

If this is something you are interested in joining, please 

email mhoffmann@1stglencoe.org or call/text 952-913-

7039. Light appetizers and drinks will be provided. 

Children are welcome to join and hang out and play! 

 

Introductions: Monday, September 15 

Chapter 1: Mondays, October 6 & 20 

Chapter  2: Mondays, November 3 & 17 

Chapter 3: Mondays, December 1 & 15 

Chapter 4: Mondays, January 5??, January 19, February 2 

Chapter 5: Mondays, February 9 or 23??, March 2 

Chapter 6: Mondays March 16 & 30 

Chapter 7: Mondays, April 20, May 4 

Chapter 8: ??? 
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                                      Elders and Deacons We greatly 

                                      appreciate your Time and Talents which you 
                                      dedicate to our services at First Lutheran Church! 
 
Sunday, Aug. 3           8:00 AM – Mark Schmidt, Doug Dahlke 
              10:30 AM – Dan Nikolaisen, __________ 
 
Sunday, Aug. 10         8:00 AM – David Polzin, Leonard Donnay 
                              10:30 AM –  Dan Nikolaisen, Will Freberg 
Sunday, Aug. 17        8:00 AM – Mike Cisewski, Mark Schmidt 
                               10:30 AM – Justin Petterson, Roger Schmidt 
 
Sunday, Aug. 24       8:00 AM – Tyler Mielke, David Polzin 
                   10:30 AM – Justin Petterson, ___________ 
 
Sunday, Aug. 31      8:00 AM – David Hoefs, Dean Scheele 
                               10:30 AM – ___________ ,________________ 

 

                 Greeters Being greeting by someone when coming            

                       into church brings a smile to the face!  It makes a person  
                       feel welcome and opens up opportunities for questions  
                       about First Lutheran.  Please consider being a greeter! 
 
Sunday, Aug. 3      8:00 AM - Charles & Sharon Czycalla 
                                   10:30 AM - ______________________________ 
 
Sunday,  Aug. 10      8:00 AM -  Dave & Betty Witthus 
                              10:30 AM -  ______________________________ 
 
Sunday, Aug. 17        8:00 AM -  Ken & Joyce Schiroo 
                                  10:30 AM -  Janel Fischer 
 
Sunday, Aug. 24         8:00 AM -  Irene Grochow, __________________   
      10:30 AM -  _______________________________ 
 
Sunday, Aug. 31         8:00 AM - Charles & Sharon Czycalla 
                                  10:30 AM -  
 
 

                    Acolytes  Your service to First Lutheran Church                       

                            is very appreciated and helps you to be a member of  
                            our church family!  Thank you! 

 
 
Sunday, Aug. 3         8:00 AM – ____________, ____________ 
                                10:30 AM – ____________, ____________ 
 
Sunday, Aug. 10        8:00 AM – ____________, ____________ 
                             10:30 AM – ____________, ____________ 
 
Sunday, Aug. 17  July 8:00 AM – ____________, ____________ 
                                 10:30 AM – ____________, ____________ 
 
Sunday, Aug. 24       8:00 AM –  Connor Donnay, Mason Ortloff 
                   10:30 AM – Cambel Lang,  
 
Sunday, Aug. 31       8:00 AM – Connor Donnay, ___________ 
                                10:30 AM –  ____________, ____________ 
 

             Facebook has become a very useful way to reach                 

                  people with our Church Services. Many have watched our  
                  services and appreciate this alternative when not able to  
                  attend church in person.  We are so grateful for our volunteers! 

 
Sunday,   Aug. 3 -                
Sunday,  Aug. 10 -       
Sunday,   Aug. 17 -                           
Sunday,  Aug. 24 - 
Sunday,   Aug. 31 -     

                               Screen Presenters:                                                               

                                           Thank you for sharing your Time and  
                                                 Talents to assist in bringing the Word and                             
                                                 Sacraments to the congregation at                            
                                                 1st  Lutheran! We appreciate your help! 
 
Sunday, Aug. 3              8:00 AM -    Chloe Donnay 
                                    10:30 AM -    Tyler Schauer 
         
 Sunday, Aug. 10          8:00 AM -    Piper Polzin 
                                     10:30 AM -    Amy Welch 
    
Sunday, Aug. 17           8:00 AM -    Brittany Wolff 
                        10:30 AM -   Tyler Schauer 
          
Sunday, Aug. 24           8:00 AM -    Gemma Goff 
                        10:30 AM -    Amy Welch 
 
Sunday, Aug. 31           8:00 AM -    Pam Schauer 
                        10:30 AM -   Amy Welch 
 

Sound / PA: Thank you for sharing your Time and Talents to                                  
assist in bringing the Word and Sacraments to the congregation at 1st 

Lutheran! We appreciate your  help by running the sound board! 
 

Sunday, Aug. 3              8:00 AM -    Glenn Cohrs 
                                    10:30 AM -    Steven Schauer 
         
 Sunday, Aug. 10          8:00 AM -    Kevin Cohrs 
                                     10:30 AM -    Grady Schuft 
    
Sunday, Aug. 17           8:00 AM -    Andrew Mackenthun 
                        10:30 AM -   Lynn Exsted 
          
Sunday, Aug. 24           8:00 AM -    Glenn Cohrs 
                        10:30 AM -   Tyler Schauer 
 
Sunday, Aug. 31          8:00 AM -    Lynn Exsted 
                       10:30 AM -    Grady Schuft 

                               Sunday Fellowship Time 
                                  Thank you to Everyone who is providing the  
                                  refreshments for Fellowship Time! It is a blessing 
                                  to have this opportunity to visit with one another! 
 
Sunday, Aug. 3 – Schuft Family 
Sunday, Aug. 10 – Open  
Sunday, Aug. 17 – Open 
Sunday, Aug. 24 – Day School Board (Blessing of the Backpacks) 
Sunday, Aug. 31 – Open (Labor Day Weekend) 
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Thank you for sharing your Time and Talents to assist in bringing             
 the Word and Sacraments to the congregation at  1st Lutheran!                       

We appreciate you running the Camera! 
 

Sun., Aug. 3 – Andrew Mackenthun 
 
Sun., Aug. 10 – Robert Schuft 
 
Sun., Aug. 17 – Linda Ranzau 
 
Sun., Aug. 24 – Lynn Exsted 
 
Sun., Aug. 31 – Robert Schuft 
 

~ Summaries  from the Council and Boards ~ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Church Council  |  Month of July   

The Church Council did not meet in July.   

 

Christian Education Board  |  July 8th  

We discussed and planned Sunday School  for 2025 – 2026,  

N.Y.G. Gathering, Cradle Roll, VBS, budgetary concerns, 

youth programs for 2025 – 2026, Catechsim for 2025 – 2026, 

and upcoming Bible Study groups.  We also reviewed the 

Glencoe Days parade float 

 

Day School  | July 7th    

Plans are underway for the start of school on August 26, 

2025.  A workday around the school is being planned for 

August 16, 2025, from 8-12, more details will be sent out closer 

to this date. Back to school night will be held on August 20, 

2025.  Mr. Perry Miller will be installed as our Principal on 

September 7, 2025.  Please join us as we welcome Mr. Miller. 

 

Board of Deacons  |  July 10th    

Board reviewed deacon/elder and fellowship schedules. 

Reviewed Pastor’s vacation plans and coverage. Discussed 

Pastor Ewert’s duties and plans for a Men’s Bible study. 

 

Board of Evangelism  |  July 2nd     

The Evangelism Board continued discussing the Lutheran Hour 

Event to be held on September 27th , 2025. We continued 

discussing plans for the150th Anniversary. We also continued 

planning the Back to School Bingo and Bake Sale scheduled 

for August 17th, 2025 at 3:00 pm. 

 

Board of Stewardship  |  - Month of July   

Stewardship Board did not formally meet for the month of July. 

 

Board of Trustees  | July 7th   

The boiler has passed the annual inspection. An update was 

given on the business manager position. 

Representatives from the 150th Anniversary Committee 

relayed ideas from the brainstorming sessions. 
 

We encourage members to 

send the church office, 

 your news from any of our 

church’s committees and auxiliaries. 
 

How Can I Help at First Lutheran? 
 

Auxiliaries, Committee, Organizations: 

* 150th  Anniversary Committee, Altar Guild, Cemetery 

Board, Elders, First Lutheran School Flames Boosters, 

Handbell Choir, Lutheran Women in Mission, Mat-

Makers, Quilters, Senior Choir, Sunday School, Youth 

Group Assistant 
 

Boards: 

* Christian Education, Day School, Deacons, 

Evangelism, Stewardship, Trustees 
 

Church Service Positions: 

* Acolyte, Camera, Facebook Live Recorder, Greeters, 

Screen Presenter, Sound System / PA 
 

Miscellaneous Areas: 

* Church Landscaping (pull weeds, water, etc.), 

Church Office Volunteer, Dusting the School Lockers, 

Fellowship Time, Prayer Chain, School Garden, School 

Volunteer, Special Music, Vacuum, Wash Windows 
 

These are just a few of the opportunities!  How can you 

help build up the Body of Christ here at First Lutheran 

Church and School? Everyone has something he or she 

can do to share his/her  Time, Talents, and Treasures! 
 

Looking for a Host Family 
                                                                         

Would you like to serve as a host family                                

on Saturday night, Sept. 27,                                                

for Rev. Germán Novelli,                                                

speaker for the Spanish Lutheran Hour,                         

to stay with you in your home? 

                                                                           

Rev. Novelli will be speaking                                         

at the 5:00 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 27 evening dinner 

and will be providing the sermon                                          

at First Lutheran for the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

services on Sunday, Sept. 28. 

                                                                         

We are also looking for a volunteer driver to pick 

him up from the airport on Saturday and return him 

to the airport for his return flight on Sunday.                            

                                                                           

Call Rich Streufert, 320-779-0123 cell,                        

or 320-864-6884 home if you can help. Thanks.    



 6 

      ~ Lutheran Women in Mission ~ 

 

Lutheran Women in Mission 

Continue to Serve  

During Summer Months 
 

 

 

Lutheran Women in Mission will not hold a business meeting in 

August. We will continue to serve funerals and other special 

events. Members of the congregation are welcome to help us in 

service projects. Women and men are welcomed to join. Leave 

your name and number with the church office and we’ll call you 

when needed.  

Happy August Birthdays! 
Happy August birthday to Lutheran Women in 

Mission honorary member Harriett Bergs. A $5 

gift to LWML Mission Grants has been given in 

honor of each of you. 

 

 

National Lutheran Women in Mission 

$1,576,988 in Mission Grants 2024 

 
   Last year $1,576,988 was presented to 18 Mission Grant 

recipients. One of these was Feeding Haitian Children 

Through Gospel and Meals at Trinity HOPE. In Haiti, more 

than four million people suffer from acute hunger, and 

the cycle of poverty is nearly impossible to break.  

 

Lutheran Women in Mission LWML gift of $58,082 makes a 

tangible and eternal difference in the lives of children 

who are taught to thank Jesus before eating food 

bought with mission grant funds. Go to lwml.org to learn 

about all 18 of the grants.  

 

 
 

Some Bible Verses About Endurance 
Last month 7 members of First Evangelical along with 

about 20,000 others attended the National LCMS 

Youth Gathering in New Orleans called ENDURE.                       

Here are some Bible verses about endurance:  

 

But he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

 ~ Matthew 24:13 

 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face 

trials of many kinds, because you know the testing of 

your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must 

finish its work so that you may be pure and complete, 

not lacking anything. ~ James 1:2-4 

 

Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, 

because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; perseverance, character; and 

character, hope. ~ Romans 5:3-4 

 

We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate 

those who through faith and patience inherit what has 

been promised. ~ Hebrews 6:12 

 

You need to persevere so that when you have done 

the will of God, you will receive what He has promised. 

~ Hebrews 10:36 

2025 Women's Retreat 
 

Lutheran Women’s Retreat 

Reclaiming Womanhood in Christ 
September 13 

9:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. 

Camp Omega, Waterville 

 

All women are invited to the Fall Women’s Retreat at Camp 

Omega, Waterville. This is a multi-generational event 

appropriate for girls and women junior high age or older. 

Bring your daughters, granddaughters, sisters, mothers, 

aunts, grandmothers, friends. Or come alone.  

 

Special speaker is author, mother, teacher Rebekah Curtis, 

co-author of the book Lady-like: Living Biblically. There are 

optional camp activities after the one-day retreat. $50 

registration fee includes noon meal.  
 

Mat-Makers of First Evangelical will lead the girls and women 

in learning to make sleeping mats for homeless from used 

plastic grocery bags during the “optional” activity times.  

 

Camp Omega cabin housing is available for this event. Not 

up to un-airconditioned cabin sleeping?  Housing is also 

available at nearby hotels. See more detailed information 

on the last pages of this newsletter. 
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~ Lutheran Hour News  ~ 
 

 
 

Hear the Good News of the Gospel on the Lutheran 

Hour each Sunday at 9:00 am on KDUZ 1260 AM Radio.  

During the month of July, you will hear the following 

program topics on the 9:00 a.m. broadcast: 
 
 
Aug. 3 “Proclaim His Glory” with Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale 

A. Meyer.  Of course, we should search the Scriptures, but we 

search them for Jesus, the One to Whom the Scriptures point. 

(John 5:30-47) 

 

Aug. 10 “Writing Him Off” with Guest Speaker: Speaker 

Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour:  Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

After Jesus claimed the Old Testament was written about Him, 

the people of His hometown wrote Him off. (Luke 4:21-32) 

 

Aug. 17 “The Stuttering Man of Destiny”  with Guest 

Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann. Archives August-- Dr. Oswald 

Hoffmann recounts the story of Moses. (Exodus 4:10-12) 

 

Aug. 24 “Gideon, the Farmer General” with Guest Speaker: Dr. 

OswaldHoffmann. Archives August-- Dr. Oswald Hoffmann 

recounts the story of Gideon, an unlikely military leader. 

(Judges 6:1-8:27) 

 

Aug. 31 “Life Narrows Down” with Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale 

A.Meyer. "Life narrows down and crisis comes. There, in the 

narrow place stands Jesus." (John 1:6-8, 19-28) 

 

 

Our Mission 

Help us spread the Gospel message in the KDUZ Radio 

listening area. The KDUZ Radio Lutheran Hour broadcast is a 

congregational outreach ministry supporting 38 

congregations of The LC - MS in the KDUZ listening area by 

inviting listeners (at the end of each broadcast) to attend a 

“Church of the Lutheran Hour” in their area. It is independently 

funded by generous Christians, church groups and 

congregations who want to spread the pure and powerful 

message of the Savior’s love in their communities. 

 

 

You are Invited to become a KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast 

Supporter. Any gift amount helps. 

 

Send your gift (payable to KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast): 

 KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast Supporters, 

 % First Lutheran Church,  

925 13th Street East, Glencoe, MN  55336. 

 

 Questions? Contact / text Rich at 320-779-0123, 

 or email richstreufert@embarqmail.com .  
 

Hear the Spanish language Lutheran Hour program 

at: https://www.paraelcamino.com/. 

Weekly Biblical message of faith and hope 

to accompany you on life’s journey. 
 

Sponsored by the KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast Supporter 

 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, 

 for in due season we will reap,  if we do not give up. 

~Galatians 6:9 ESV 

 

Our Voice for Christ Weekend 
Speak His Word with Boldness 

 
You are invited to hear Rev. Germán Novelli, speaker 

for the Spanish Lutheran Hour, 
 “Para el Camino” at a Supper & Presentation 

 on Sat.,  Sept. 27 at First Ev. Lutheran Church.  
 

Doors open at 4:15 with a “Light Meal”  
 Served promptly at 5:00 p.m. 

 
There is no charge for you to attend this event. 

You don’t have to be a member or past Lutheran 
Hour broadcast supporter. All are welcome.  

 
Your free will offering will support the 2026 KDUZ 

Lutheran Hour Broadcasts.  
 

Replies (one week prior – by Sept. 19) 
 are appreciated but not mandatory. 

 (We want to have enough food 
 so no one leaves hungry!) 

 
 Call First Lutheran at 320- 

864-5522 or e-mail office@firstglencoe.org 
 to make a reservation. 

 Questions? Contact Rich Streufert at 320-864-6884 
or richstreufert@embarqmail.com . 

 
Acts 4:30 “And now, Lord, look upon their threats and 

grant to your servants to continue 
to speak your word with all boldness.” 

 
Dinner is sponsored by the KDUZ Lutheran Hour 

Broadcast Supporters and 
 the First Lutheran Board of Evangelism 

https://www.lhm.org/about/klausbio.asp
https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakers/hoffmann.asp
https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakers/hoffmann.asp
https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakers/hoffmann.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/meyerbio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/meyerbio.asp
mailto:richstreufert@embarqmail.com
https://www.paraelcamino.com/
mailto:office@firstglencoe.org
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~Miscellaneous First Lutheran Church News ~ 

 

~ 150th Anniversary ~ 

In 2026, First Ev. Lutheran Church will reach  

a significant milestone – it’s 150th Anniversary! 
 

    Planning is just getting started for opportunities to reflect on 

our history and heritage, celebrate our blessings, and 

recommit to our mission of sharing Christ and changing lives.   

Our chosen anniversary theme is Hebrews 10:22-24 with a 

tagline of Worship•Community•Confession. 

    Sunday, July 12, 2026, has been set for our special 

Anniversary Service – Save this date for you and your entire 

family to attend.    In the months leading up to this, we’ll also 

be commemorating in other numerous ways. 

    Work will soon begin on a new Church Pictorial Directory 

and a FL Historical Recap of 1876 – 2026.  A few people have 

already come forward to help, but we need additional 

volunteers. 

    Many exciting services, events, activities, and projects will 

be happening throughout our Sesquicentennial Anniversary 

Year, including a new Church Directory, and we want you to 

be a part of it!  

    Please take an opportunity to ensure that we have your 

complete and current contact information …address, email, 

phone.    Will you also share contact info on family members 

that no longer live in your home?  Please contact Amy in the 

Church Office to help stay connected.   

    Stay tuned and prayerfully consider how you can help and 

get involved.   Ideas and questions may be directed to 150th 

Anniversary Committee Co-Chairs, Cindy Eggersgluess and 

Dennis Wolter.  For more information, or questions about how 

you can contribute, please see the church bulletins and 

newsletters, and/or contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We need your help to stay connected 

with everyone in our church family! 
Did you know that people change cell phone numbers and 

email addresses even less than their physical mailing 

addresses? Email address and cell phone are how most 

people communicate with and access the most important 

people (family, friends, coworkers) and things (banks, social 

networks, bills, etc.) in their life. We rely on them more than 

any other communication channel. As a result, we don’t 

change them much anymore. They are the new “home 

addresses.” 
 

Will you share your email address and cell phone number 

(and landline if you still have) with us please? We want to 

keep you updated and informed with all of our news and 

information, Especially now as we prepare to publish a 

new church directory! 
 

To update any changes, please email your information to 

office@1stglencoe.org , or call the church office 320 – 864 - 

5522. Also, if you know of fellow family/friend members, 

please ask them to do the same. Your info will be kept 

securely and used only for First Lutheran communications. 

Thank you for your assistance! 

 

                          Stories of Faith 
The Public Relations (PR) Team invites 

 members to share their stories related to 

 situations or events in which they  

experience God’s love and 

 providential care.  

 

 Cindy Eggersgluess 612-840-6308 

 eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com 

 
Quilts of Valor 

PLEASE HELP SHOW YOUR SUPPORT!  

Last month we celebrated a very patriotic weekend, which 

we are free to enjoy, thanks to our Veterans! To help honor 

and show our support for our men and women in the Armed 

Forces, 1st Lutheran Church is sponsoring “Quilts of Valor.”  

 

 Did you know that you can designate your ‘Thrivent Funds’ 

to Quilts of Valor?  You can also designate offerings and/or  

supplies.  

 

If you or anyone you know are a veteran 

at 1st Lutheran, or if you would like to donate 

materials, time, and/or funds for this worthy 

 cause, please contact Beverly Mackenthun 

 at (612) 578-1713 or RaNay Lentsch at 

 320-510-0804.  Thank you! 

 

Update for Lutheran Night at MN Twins 
 
Our Bus is Full for the 6:40 p.m. game 

on Thursday, August 14th against the 

Detroit Tigers.  

 

 The bus will begin boarding at 4:00 

 at First Lutheran Church 

 (925 13th St, Glencoe) and will 

depart at 4:15 PM.  

 

 We will then make a stop to pick up a few people in Plato 

at the C-Store. 

 

At Target Field, the bus will drop and pick us up near Gate 

14, which is convenient to our seating.  After the game, 

reassemble at Gate 14, so that we can once again be 

picked up to return home.  Tickets are in Section 213 Home 

Plate Terrace (same as last several years). 

 

The Twins welcome support with homemade 

signs/banners.  Bring a credit card along for any purchases 

at Target Field - NO cash is accepted.  Bags must be no 

larger than 16”x16”x8.” Sealed bottled water (32 oz or less) 

is permitted.  You can also bring snacks, peanuts, food in 

soft containers.   

 

We are again grateful to the Thrivent Action Team program 

for supporting our outing. An assortment of Thrivent T-shirts 

and a snack will be available when you board the bus. 

Some of our group will be a part of the Lutheran Choir that 

will sing the National Anthem from the field! 

 

We’re hoping for a fun game and a MN Twins WIN! 

 
For questions, please contact Cindy Eggersgluess 
at 612-840-6308 or eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com 
 
  

mailto:office@1stglencoe.org
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
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~ Mat - Makers  ~ 

Mat-Makers 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 12 & Tuesday, August 26 
 

Mat-Makers continue to meet during the summer.  

Come if you can!  Guests are ALWAYS welcome. 

~ First Lutheran Events  ~ 

Lay people, educators,  

parish professionals, pastors  

are all invited to experience 

 the encouragement an inspiration 

        of the two-day event, featured above. 

 

Break-out sessions will be led by individuals and 

congregations involved with ministries that can 

be replicated 

 in your congregation and community. 

 

“First Evangelical Mat-Makers” 

 assisted by Missionary 

 Dr. James Seemann will be 

leading a break-out session. 

Lutheran Night at MN Twins 
Our Bus is Full for the 6:40 p.m. game on Thurs., August 14th 

against the Detroit Tigers.  The bus will begin boarding at 

4:0 0p.m. at First Lutheran Church (925 13th St, Glencoe) 

and will depart at 4:15 p.m.  We will make a stop to pick 

up a few people in Plato at the C-Store. 

 

At Target Field, the bus will drop and pick us up near Gate 

14, which is convenient to our seating.  After the game, 

reassemble at Gate 14, so that we can once again be 

picked up to return home.  Tickets are in Section 213 Home 

Plate Terrace (same as last several years).  

 

The Twins welcome support with homemade 

signs/banners.   Bring a credit card along for any 

purchases at Target Field - NO cash is accepted.  Bags 

must be no larger than 16”x16”x8.”  Sealed bottled water 

(32 oz or less) is permitted.  You can also bring snacks, 

peanuts, food in soft containers.   

 

We are again grateful to the Thrivent 

Action Team program for supporting  

our outing.  An assortment of Thrivent 

T-shirts and a snack will be available 

when you board the bus.  Some of  

our group will be a part of the 

Lutheran Choir that will sing the  

National Anthem from the field!   

 

We’re hoping for a fun game and a MN Twins WIN! 
 

’Giving Tuesday’ is Tues., Dec. 2 

 GIVING TUESDAY is a global-giving movement that bring 

millions of people together to support and champion the 

causes in which they believe and the communities in 

which they live.  We have two days designated for 

shopping and getting deals – Black Friday and Cyber 

Monday.  GIVING TUESDAY follows and is now on the 

annual calendar as the opening day of the “giving 

season.” Every act of generosity counts, and each means 

even more when we give together. 

  

 Everyone has something to give.   

You can give time or expertise, monetary donations large 

or small, simple acts of kindness, food, or clothing.   

 Stay tuned for how you might get involved! 

 

1ST EDITION BOOK CLUB 
 

1st Edition Book Club will meet on  

Mon, Sept. 15 at  7 p.m. You are invited to 

 join the ladies in the sitting area in the 

 main church narthex. 

 The book for discussion is  

Waves of Mercy by Lynn Austin. 



 10 

~ Thrivent News  ~ 

 
 

√ Thrivent Choice  – Thank you 

Thrivent members for continuing 

to designate your Choice $.  This 

past month, we received $221 

for FLS.  We also received a charitable Giving Grant of $650!   

Visit (www.Thrivent.com/choice) or phone 1-800-847-4836 

and say “Choice Dollars.”  Have your Thrivent ID# handy. You 

can phone Mon – Friday from 7 am to 6 pm.  If you would like 

assistance, please contact Cindy or the church office. 
 

√ Thrivent Action Teams – A Thrivent Action Team is a simple, 

flexible way for you to bring people together to make a 

positive difference…..you might hold a fundraiser, conduct a 

service activity, or hold an educational event.  Each year, 

every Thrivent member has (2) Action Teams to use!  
 

Visit Thrivent.com/action team to complete an online 

application (minimum 3 weeks before your event).  If you are 

unable to make your request via computer, you can phone 

Thrivent and make your request via Customer Service – call 1-

800-847-4836. 
 

When your project is approved, Thrivent will provide resources 

(Action Team Kit) to help plan the event, promotional items 

(including Thrivent T-shirts to increase your visibility – this year’s 

T-Shirts are a very pretty blue!), and seed money to cover 

promotional and material expenses ($250 Community Impact 

Card).    
 

EVERY Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Action Teams 

per calendar year.   IF YOU’RE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR 

ACTION TEAMS, PLEASE LET CINDY OR THE OFFICE KNOW!    

Involve others – it’s all about your friends, family and 

community coming together! We are now seeking Thrivent 

members for a couple of upcoming projects. 
 

√ Thrivent Member Network - Twin Cities Region works hard to 

create fun and educational content that you can engage in 

from the comfort of your own home.  There are also some 

great on-demand webinars (variety of topics) that you can 

view anytime.  Guests are welcome! Please feel free to share 

these events with your friends, family, and community.  See all 

the info and resources at:  
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/       
 

√ NEW!!   Thrivent  Cause Kit – Help transform lives by 

completing a Thrivent Cause Kit which will make an impact in 

communities worldwide.  Request the kit – assemble at home 

– send it back to give back.  Thrivent members are eligible to 

make one kit per year!  
 
 

Cindy Eggersgluess – 612-840-6308 / eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com 

–  Your Congregational Volunteer 

~ Home Grown~ 

Homegrown! It’s a Good Thing! 
The” Farm to School” Department of Agriculture grant 

monies are used to purchase locally grown and raised foods 

(beef, pork, poultry, eggs, vegetables, fruits) 

 for our school lunch program. 
 

We hope everyone is having a great summer and enjoying 

eating healthy and local “Homegrown” products for 

your meals. August is especially exciting because so much in 

our gardens is now really starting to produce! 

 It’s a busy time for weeding, picking, cooking, and 

preserving fruits and vegetables. 
 

The Farmers Market in Glencoe also has so much available 

and is open every Thursday from 3 PM to 6 PM at 

the City Center Parking Lot. This year, they began promoting 

a program called POP (Power of Produce Club). 

The POP Club is for children ages 2-14. During designated 

POP market dates (Aug 17, Aug 21, Sept 4, Sept 

18, Oct 2), children receive a $2 token to spend on fresh fruits 

and vegetables from local growers. It’s easy to 

sign up at the Market and immediately start your purchases 

with the tokens.  

Planning for our September school Homegrown meals has 

already begun. If you have produce or recipes to 

share, please reach out to First Lutheran School  

Secretary Michelle Alsleben at 864-3317 or Program 

Coordinator Cindy Eggersgluess at 612-840-6308 or 

eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com. 

http://www.thrivent.com/choice
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com


 11 

~ Community Events~ 

 

The Glencoe Concert Association is pleased to present its 

2025-2026 Season of quality performances for the entire 

family.  Join Glencoe Concert Association for only $65 (Family 

$140) and see (6) Concerts in Glencoe and Hutchinson.   

 

 For more information, contact Cindy Eggersgluess at 612-840-

6308 or Louise Carlson at 320-864-5261.  You are also invited to 

“LIKE” the Glencoe Concert Association Facebook page.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

    Join us on Thursdays from 3–6 PM. 

                                       1107 11th Street E  

                    (Glencoe City Center West Parking Lot) 

       Shop fresh, local produce,             

                  baked goods, handmade items & more! 

  
Can’t wait to see you at the market! 

#FarmersMarketSeason #ShopLocal #GlencoeMN 
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~ Opportunities to Share 

 Your Time, Talents, and Treasures  ~ 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning 

Fellowship Hour 
 

Sunday mornings provide a great opportunity for us to come 

together as a church family to visit and share with one 

another.  We have this opportunity on Sunday mornings from 

9:00 – 9:15 a. m.  

 

Typically, our church boards and committees sign-up for three 

or four Sundays, but we still have some openings for groups or 

individuals to host. For example, we currently have openings 

for August 10, August 17, August 31, October 12, October 19, 

November 2, November 23, November 30, December 7, 

December 21, and Dec.  28. 

 

If you are interested in providing coffee, kool-aid, and 

refreshments for Fellowship Hour, please contact the church 

office.  Thank you! (We can help with the coffee!) 

Extra Garden Produce? 

If you have extra garden produce 

 that you would like to share, bring 

 it to Sunday services and drop it off 

 at the table in the main entry. If any 

 is left 

over, it 

will be 

taken to the 

 McLeod Emergency Food Shelf.  

  
E-GIVING 
Members and Visitors – We thank all givers for supporting our mission with 

your gifts. For those who choose to give electronically, in just seconds you 

can make weekly offering contributions or pay for events/activities.              

E-Giving allows you to give anytime and anywhere, donate to your 

favorite funds, and make your gifts recurring. You can give via a 

smartphone app, texting, or online. 

Vanco Mobile Faith – Mobile App (purple V logo)     

Text $ (your $ amount) to 855-976-9619   

Give online via www.firstglencoe.org 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship Newsletter 

Article – August 2024  Mercy and Grace Lead to Generosity 
 

“Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift” (2 Cor. 9:15)! This is St. 
Paul’s exclamation upon hearing the Corinthian church’s response to the 
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and his request for support for the 
church in Jerusalem. The Christians in Corinth heard and received God’s 
mercy in Christ, and they responded to St. Paul’s call to support Christians 
in Jerusalem with a collection. Their joy filled Jerusalem’s need. 
 

This is the reality of stewardship. Because of God’s generosity in the 
giving of His Son to die on the cross for us, we are to be generous with all 
that we receive from Him. What do we receive? Everything. All that we are 
and all that we have is the Lord’s. He is the creator and the giver. We are 
His creatures and those who receive what He gives. 
 

It sounds easy. And it is. But then again it isn’t. Stewardship is easy 
because it is God’s work. Through what God gives, we give to others. 
Through what God gives, we support the work of the church for the life of 
the world. He gives; we receive. And like our generous Father in Heaven, 
we, as His children, use what He gives to us to love and serve others. 
 

But stewardship is also difficult. That is because it goes against our natural 
inclination to think that what I have is mine to do what I want with. This is 
our sinful nature. It is our selfishness and our greed. How can we who 
have been given everything — life, food, clothing, house, home, 
forgiveness, divine sonship, an eternal inheritance — be so stingy with 
what we give to the church, the place where we hear about and receive 
all that God gives us and does for us? We are all guilty of this kind of 
thinking. And the only godly response is to repent and trust in the Gospel. 
 

For if God has given you His own Son, will He not give you all things? Yes! 
This is His sure and certain promise. God provides for His people. He 
provides everything we need for this body and life and for the coming life. 
 

The church is a mercy place. It’s a place where God’s mercy in the death 
and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ, is given and received. For us 
who believe it means forgiveness, life and salvation in the face of sin, 
death and the power of the devil. Here in the church, we inhale God’s 
mercy in Word and Sacrament, and exhale this same mercy in love and 
service to our neighbor. And that is an enduring, joyful thing to do. Our joy 
fills our neighbor’s need because His joy filled ours (Heb. 12:2). Thanks 
be to God for His inexpressible gift! 
 

http://www.firstglencoe.org/
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~ Thank you’s ~   ~ Vacation Bible School Information  ~ 
 
VBS Volunteers Needed! 
The Board of Christian Education is pleased to announce that 

we will be hosting an Epic Australian Adventure VBS this year 

from August 3rd-6th (5:30-7:45pm) 

for all kiddos (potty-trained) age 

3 through those entering 3rd 

grade. We are asking for 

volunteer signups for anyone 

able to help with any portion of 

this great mission. If you are able, 

please scan the QR code with 

your phone and let us know 

where you would prefer to help! 

Please see Deaconess Megan 

Polzin if you have any questions.  

 
Vacation Bible School Sign-Up Now OPEN! 

Please use this QR code to sign up your child(ren) for our 

August 3rd-6th Epic Australian Adventure VBS! Participants will 

enjoy learning not only about what God has done and is 

continuing to do for us, but 

they will also learn about 

God’s creation of 

Australia, enjoy snacks, 

crafts, games, and so 

much fun! We thank God 

for your willingness to let 

our youth ministry walk 

alongside you as parents 

as you raise up your 

children in the grace and 

knowledge of Jesus Christ!  

 

School Library Bench 
Thank you to Loren Englemann for the  

beautiful bench he made for our 1st Lutheran 

School Library!  We are blessed to have  

  Loren share his wonderful wood-crafting 

  talents with us!  Thank you! 

School Library Decorating 
In addition to receiving a new bench for our 1st Lutheran 

School Library, we also have a new look!  

 

                   Thank you to Lori Schiroo and Linda Donnay for          

                   decorating the library to make it a welcoming                  

                    space for our young readers! 

1st Lutheran Day School Board 
Thank you very much to our dedicated 1st Lutheran Day 

School Board!  These members are committed to bringing  

                              a quality, Christian Education to our                                            

                              young learners at 1st Lutheran and in our 

                              communities!  

 

                              The current members are Eric Dahlke,  

                              Mindy Dressel, Shauna Gruber, Sarah  

                              LaMott, Jodi Michaelis-Iddings, Kari  

                              Nikolaisen, and non-voting member  

                              Principal Perry Smith.  Thank you! 

1st Lutheran Christian Education 
We have so many Christian Education opportunities here 

at 1st Lutheran Church!  Our Christian Education Board 

plans and provides opportunities for all at 1st Lutheran 

Church through programs like Bible studies for ALL age 

groups, Sunday School for ALL age groups, Vacation Bible 

School, Youth Activities, Mission Trips, Ladies ParTEA, 

Catechism classes,  and more! 

 

                                Thank you so much to our D.C.E.  

                                Deaconess Megan Polzin, and Christian  

                                Education Board members consisting of 

                                Amy Bargmann, Melissa Cisewski, Cindy  

                                Mathews, Madi Mathews, Danielle  

                                Petterson, Laura Schmalz, and Amy 

                                Welch. 

 

 School Library Book Processing 
Many thanks to Linda Donnay, Michele Miller, Miriam 

Randt, and Joan Wandrei for processing the new library 

books for 1st Lutheran School!  Now the children can enjoy 

these new books! 

From Sheila & Dean Scheele 
Thank you for your prayers and support and the beautiful 

flowers. (on the passing of Sheila’s father, Allen Friske)  

 

                   Thank you to Lori Schiroo and Linda Donnay for          

                   decorating the library to make it a welcoming                  

                    space for our young readers! 
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~ Youth Information ~ 

Fall Mums Fundraiser 
The Youth Group of First Lutheran is happy to 

 announce we will be selling Gertens Fall 

 Mums! Gertens mums are known around the 

 Twin Cities as being some of the best Fall 

 plants and they are now available to you!  

 

Ordering will be open from Friday, August 1st through 

Monday, August 25th. No late orders will be permitted since 

the online “store” will digitally close at 10pm. You will order 

directly online by going to www.gertensfundraising.com (or 

scan the QR code) and entering Store ID # 1019.  

 

All orders (which must be made/paid for online) will be 

available for pickup at the church. If you need your flowers 

delivered, please speak directly to the youth from whom 

you order. Additional plants MAY be available for purchase 

on September 22nd (before/after services) but we cannot 

guarantee this, so please get your orders in during the 

month of August!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Parent/Catechumen 

Information Meeting 

 
Students in grades 5-8 who will be participating in our 

Catechesis (Confirmation) program for the 2025-2026 

school year AND the students themselves should be in 

attendance in the Fellowship Center of the. Schedules, 

expectations, policies, and registration forms will be shared.  

 

The teaching schedule is as follows: 

FLS Grade 8 – Pastor Dan Welch 

FLS Grade 7 – Deaconess Megan Polzin 

 

Public School Grade 8 – Pastor Dan Welch 

Public School Grade 7 – Deaconess Megan Polzin 

Public School Grades 5 & 6 – Pastor Michael Ewert 

 

 * Please contact Deaconess Megan 

 Polzin as soon as you are able if you 

 CANNOT attend this info meeting. 

  All paperwork, fees, and sign-ups 

 will be provided to you digitally. * 
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