
Rev. Dan Welch 6.22.25 Ordination and Installation into the Office of the Holy Ministry for Michael Ewert 

Dear brother in the Lord, Michael, dear family of Michael, dear members 
and guests of First Ev. Lutheran congregation, including my dear brother 
pastors, fellow servants in Christ’s ministry: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 

I would like to lift up to you these verses from Isaiah chapter 43 (1-3a): 
“1But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 
O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not 
be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3 For I am the Lord your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.’” 

 This text speaks beautiful words of comfort and assurance that are good 
to hear, not only on this very special day today but also on many different 
occasions in life. It mentions in particular how our Lord will be with you—
pastor and people—as you each pass through important times in your lives.  
I. In a way, ordination is a passing through. Mike, you have passed through 
your seminary classes. (At least I’m assuming you passed. I didn’t actually see 
your grades!) Seminary, though, was just the most recent step in a long series 
of passages leading up to this day. Far more important than seminary—and 
long before the seminary—you passed through the waters of Holy Baptism and 
became a child of God. You also passed through your confirmation classes, at 
the conclusion of which you publicly acknowledged the gifts God gave you in 
Holy Baptism and made a public profession of faith. 

As time went on, you passed through Martin Luther High School of 
Milwaukee and Concordia University Wisconsin in Mequon. Then there was 
seminary, vicarage, call service, and here you are today ready to be Ordained 
and Installed as Pastor here at First Lutheran. Indeed, as an answer to so many 
of our prayers!   

Now that you’re passing through ordination and becoming a pastor, does 
that mean you’ll be above other believers? You know better than that, because 
we believe in the priesthood of all believers. Yes, your work will require that 
you regularly and diligently study the Holy Scriptures and partake of the 
Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood, the means by which God the Holy Spirit 
creates and sustains faith in us, and this is truly one of the best parts about 
being a pastor. But simply being an ordained pastor in itself does not give you 
any specific spiritual advantage over other believers. Even after ordination, I’m 



sorry to say, you’ll still be a sinner and subject to the same temptations that all 
people go through.  

Last Sunday, you and I had a conversation before service about Luther’s 
Sacristy Prayer. There are different versions of that prayer, but I would like to 
recite the one I came to learn by heart many years ago. It goes like this: 

“Lord God, Thou hast made me a pastor and teacher in the Church. Thou seest how 
unfit I am to administer rightly this great (and) responsible office; and had I been without 
Thine aid and counsel I would surely have ruined it all long ago. 

Therefore, do I invoke Thee, how gladly do I desire to yield and to consecrate my 
heart and mouth to this ministry. I desire to teach the congregation. I desire to learn and 
keep Thy Word my constant companion and to meditate thereupon earnestly. 

Use me as Thine instrument in Thy service. Only do not Thou forsake me, for if I am 
left to myself, I will certainly bring it all to destruction. Amen.” (Martin Luther’s Sacristy 
Prayer) 

In other words, the glory belongs to Christ, not to you, not to me, not to 
any pastor. Christ’s glory, not ours. We heartily acknowledge that we are 
constantly in desperate need of His help. We cannot do this on our own. It’s 
Christ’s Office of the Holy Ministry. We are His instruments, His servants, 
empowered by Him to do His will.  

Yet God has indeed set you apart, Michael, for a divinely instituted 
ministry. The uniqueness of this ministry, what sets this ministry apart, is the 
divine call, which you received from the Holy Spirit working through this 
congregation. The fact that God called you to this ministry cannot be 
overemphasized. While it’s true that you’ve expressed a willingness to be a 
pastor and you’ve spent years preparing yourself to be a pastor, it’s your divine 
call that truly sets you apart. Although you were certainly called to follow the 
Lord in Holy Baptism, as all of us are, through this call to the Holy Ministry you 
have passed through to an office that the Lord does not bestow on all of His 
followers.  
II. As you pass through into the Office of the Holy Ministry, it’s good to 
remember that some of your most important work will be done in the lives of 
your people when they are passing through something.  
 In our three readings today, and in several other places in Scripture, God 
describes His people, as His sheep; tended to by the Great Shepherd of the 
Sheep (Heb. 13:20) and guided also by the under-shepherds Christ sends in His 
name. Just as sheep pass through the gate of the sheep pen out into open 
pasture and then back in again at the end of the day, under the care of the 
shepherd, in much the same way, Christ’s pastors are to exercise great care for 
Christ’s sheep in all the passages of their lives. 



Michael, this means you will be there when people are brought to the 
baptismal font to pass from death to life—the death of sin into the new life, the 
new birth of water and the Spirit—to be born again. You will be there when 
people stand before God and the congregation and, through the passage of 
confirmation, publicly acknowledge the gifts that were given them in Holy 
Baptism. Then it will be your privilege to welcome the newly confirmed to the 
Lord’s Supper. 

You will be with couples as they pass from single life into married life. You 
will be with people as they pass through hospitalizations and surgeries. You 
will be with people when they pass through big changes in their lives, the loss 
of a job, the loss of a loved one, and the loss of security. Finally, you will be with 
people when they receive the outcome of their faith in Jesus and pass through 
from this life into eternal life. 
III. And so, you will need to be ready. You will first need to apply God’s Word, 
particularly the words of this text to yourself: 

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed 
you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire 
you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the 
Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.” (vv 1–3a) 

Michael, you are a person created, formed, and loved by God, a most 
wonderful and distinctive part of his creation. You, like all people, were sinful 
from the day of conception, yet God has redeemed you, not with gold or silver 
but with the holy precious blood of Jesus and by his innocent suffering and 
death on the cross. In Holy Baptism, our crucified and risen Lord summoned 
you by name. By the power of His resurrection, you belong to Him forever. With 
the Lord as your anchor, no flood will ever sweep you away, no fire will ever 
consume you. You have nothing to fear. 

What an awesome privilege to know that we are redeemed through the 
precious blood of Jesus and to share that Good News with your people. You are 
to proclaim this Gospel through every threatening flood and flame that the 
Lord puts your people through so that they, too, will not be afraid, so that they 
will not despair. You are to absolve them of their sins and distribute to them the 
precious body and blood of the Lord in Holy Communion. 

As the Lord works in you, He will enable you to help His people to pass 
through the difficult times of their lives stronger in their faith and confident to 



the very end. “Fear not,” says the Lord, “for I have redeemed you; I have called 
you by name, you are mine.” 
 Michael, the Lord be with you now and always, as you serve His people in 
Christ’s name and “shepherd the flock of God... And when the chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory!” (1 Peter 5:2a, 4) Amen! 
 


