Rev. Dan Welch Easter7 6-1-25 Text- Psalm 133

Picture the scene: A crowded meeting room of about 120 men and
women. A crucial item on the agenda: the selection of a new board member—a
title of historic prestige, tremendous responsibility, one of twelve men who
would shape the future direction of the organization, a time for speeches,
followed by a call for nominations. With that much as stake, we can only
imagine the backbiting, the backroom dealings, the alliances forming, and the
power plays. (By the way, graduates, welcome to the rat race! Because that's
how the world so often operates.) But, amazingly, in this true scene there was
none of that.

Oh, it was an exclusive club. Highly admired by the general public. Some
of the biggest names are members. Powerful men, used to leading. Talented
men. All from the right family. And when they come together, what do they do?
Compare stock portfolios? Brag about the size of their yachts and the A-listers
they’ve seen? Play “I can top that” - one-upsmanship? Incredibly, the
description we read is anything but that.

The night before Jesus died on the cross, knowing He would soon be out
of sight for a short and then a very long time, He prayed about this. Jesus
prayed that these very people would not be jealous, backstabbing, power
hungry, but one—as He and His heavenly Father are One. And despite what we
see and probably expect, miraculously, Jesus’ prayer is being answered every
day. Both of these scenarios were historic manifestations of the church, and
amazingly, we see in both of them that as the Church waits for Christ’s return,
she is one in Him.

Yes, the church is one: “How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell
in unity!” (v 1). That's how our text from this short and truly sweet Psalm
begins.

Although, the logical place to start this sermon would be with examples of
disunity—a bickering boardroom, a cliquish club, a gossipy group. Amazingly,
our text gives no indication of any such thing. So, I won'’t go there. You fill it in.

Psalm 133 simply declares that there is a good and pleasant unity. In this,
the original setting from the Old Testament, it was a unity among God’s priests.
And where did this unity come from? From their common anointing by God. He
is the One who created this enjoyable harmony.

Jump forward to the New Testament. In today’s reading from the book of
Acts, the author Luke simply declares that there was a wonderful unity among
the 120 believers (Acts 1:12-14). Jesus had very recently ascended into
heaven. And now they’re waiting for His promise of power from on high that He




assured would soon come to them. And as they waited it says, Jesus’ followers
are “with one accord” in prayer.

In the garden of Gethsemane Jesus had prayed for this unity (Jn 17:21).
The next day He won it at the cross.

Now, let’s jump forward to today. Jesus has prayed for and won unity for
us.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we too have a common anointing, one
Baptism, into one faith in one Lord (cf. Ephesians 4). And this unity that we
have is actually a reflection of the unity of our Triune God. Among the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, there is no jealousy or jockeying for position. There’s no
competition for Who's number one. The Holy Trinity is co-equal and co-
eternal: God the Father, our Creator. God the Son, our Redeemer from sin and
death, and God the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier, the One who through Word and
Sacrament gives to each of us, the gifts God the Son earned for us. As our
Sanctifier, the Holy Spirit, is the One who for Jesus’ sake makes us holy and
makes us one with God and one with one another! And how good and pleasant
it is that the church is one!

“How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” (v 1). How
pleasant, the Psalmist himself describes it. It is like the most pleasant
anointing (v 2): rich, aromatic spices, expressing the holy calling of the priests.
Plenty of pleasant things to share with the brothers without rivalry, jealousy!

It is like the dew of Hermon (v 3): refreshing, cooling, water from the only
snow-capped mountain in Israel that gives life. Abundance for all.

How good and pleasant is the unity Luke describes as the church waits for
her Lord (Acts 1:15-26)! In verse 14 of our Acts reading, he describes the
disciples like this: “All these with one accord were devoting themselves to
prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his
brothers.” This unity would be essential for the mission of the Church, starting
with selecting a successor to Judas. Together, the believers listen, reason, pray,
and then leave the choice to the Lord.

No jockeying for position, no dissension from the decision. How pleasant
that is! All were united by their joy in the resurrection of Jesus. How good that
Jesus is alive!

Coming back once again to us believers today: How good and pleasant
that we are also one in the resurrected Christ!

How good that we are all forgiven sinners by the cross and resurrection of
Jesus! How pleasant that we kneel side by side at the altar to receive Christ
himself!



How good and pleasant when we put aside our busy schedules, our
differences of opinions, our different goals, to work together as brothers and
sisters in Christ in acts of caring and of service to help others, as so many
volunteers come together to do First Lutheran. How good and pleasant it is
when we pray for those who are hurting or in need and lift them up with our
encouraging words.

How good and pleasant when each of us gives of our time, treasures, and
talents to make sure that the saving working of Christ can continue among us
and expand beyond us so that many more people come to faith in Christ.

And finally, how good and pleasant that we will spend eternity together
with Christ and one another! We get a glimpse of that in our reading from the
last chapter of the Bible, Revelation 22. Indeed, how indescribably glorious that
will be! As Paul sums it up well in 1 Corinthians 2:9 when he writes:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the
things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

So good! So pleasant! So good! So pleasant! It may surprise us to hear that
something we see so seldom and see contradicted so often—unity—really
does exist. But it does. In our believing hearts, we are perfectly one in Christ.
And we can indeed live this out. Actually, it should be no surprise that
something Jesus prayed for and gave His life for is answered. (8 AM) Amen.

(10:30 AM- as follows...)

And graduates, I have not forgotten about you! As you move forward to
your next stage in your educational journey or into the workforce, always know
that you have a home church that prays for you, supports you, and loves you! If
you’'re headed off to a place far from here, I encourage you seek out another
faithful and united group of Christians with which to worship and to have unity.

Our God, who has blessed you up to now, and has helped you accomplish
your goals, has promised never to leave you nor forsake you. In Jesus, God has
provided and will provide all that you need for your body and your soul.
Together, you and all of us have so much to rejoice in, including the unity that
we all have together as members of the body of Christ! Amen!



