Rev. Dan Welch Lent 5 4-6-25 Text- Isaiah 43: 18-25 "Something New!”

So, what's new? We all want to know the latest news, right? And
who doesn’t like having new things? There’s always something new,
something different, something better, than what we have right now.
Something we really, really want. A new phone. A new computer. A new
car. New clothes. There’s always new technology and new styles.

Apart from God, though, this continual longing for “the new” always
leads to a useless chase-always grasping for that new thing that we think
will heal the brokenness or fill the emptiness of life. But everything that’s
new in the beginning turns out to be the “same old, same old” in the end.

Many people see Christianity as just the “same old, same old”, “stuck
in the past”, “outdated”, and “worn out.” And the stories of the Bible?
Well, those are ancient! But in Isaiah 43, God sets the record straight. God
announces that He alone is the author of that which is truly new!

But how can anything about this 2000-year-old religion called
Christianity possibly be a new thing? The answer: It's all about Jesus. As
we're about to see, this newness God describes in our text is rooted in the
redeeming work of Jesus Christ. It has sprouted forth in a renewed people
in the world who declare His praise. When Jesus returns, God’s new work

will sprout forth in a completely renewed world and existence. May God
bless you as you focus on His holy Word, this morning, and as you
consider this wonderful new thing that God is doing for you.

In verse 18 of our text, the LORD says, “Remember not the former
things, nor consider the things of old.” In other words, forget about the
past. Don’t dwell on those things anymore. It's important to note that
these words were originally meant as words of comfort for people in
captivity. God’s chosen people in Judah were going to be overrun by a
foreign nation called Babylon. The Jews would be taken far away from
their homeland. There they would reminisce about the “old days:”
“Remember when God rescued us from Egypt? Remember when God
parted the Red Sea and defeated all the nations that stood in our way? He
did all that for us. Those were our glory days!”

But God says, “Behold, | am doing a new thing; now it springs forth,
do you not perceive it?” God was telling His people, that while yes, He did



some amazing things for them in the past, they haven’t seen anything yet.
He was going to rescue them again: “I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.” God’s people would soon be trapped in a
country that was surrounded by one of the most barren and deadly
deserts in the world. Even if they escaped from their captors, they would
never make it across the desert. But God was going to do the impossible -
He was going to set up a highway for them to walk on. He was going to
provide water for them as they journeyed back to the promised land:
“The wild beasts will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches, for I give
water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen
people, the people whom I formed for myself that they might declare my
praise.” Even the wild animals would notice all the good things God was
doing for His people. Not only would those animals praise God, but the
people of Israel would praise God too, for all the amazing new things God
was planning to do for His people.

This is the “new thing” that God did end up doing for His people.
They were eventually released from captivity. They ultimately survived
that long, arduous journey through the desert and returned to their
homeland.

Very good, you might be thinking, but what does this have to do with
Jesus? “You said the new thing was going to be all about Jesus, Pastor, so
where’s He at?” The answer: Right there in the words. Look closely and
you will see Jesus in these very words from Isaiah 43: God says, “I am
making a way in the wilderness.” In John 14 Jesus says, “I am The Way,
the truth, and the life.” God says in Isaiah 43, “I am making rivers in the
desert.” Jesus says in John chapter 4, “Whoever drinks of the water that I
will give him will never be thirsty again.”

Just as God was doing a new thing for Israel in rescuing them, so also
right now, God is doing a new thing for you and me. He’s rescuing us.
Rescuing us from this old world, which is passing away. “Do you not
perceive it?”, God says to us, this morning.

There are so many other religions in our world to choose from, but
they all have this one thing in common: They don’t work. They don’t get
you to heaven. “I will try to be good and earn my way to heaven” - a very



common approach to religion. But it doesn’t work because you can never
be good enough. “I will trust in myself. [ will try hard and be everything
God wants me to be and earn His favor!” But that doesn’t work either,
because God wants you to be perfect! That sort of religion is a dead end.
Deep down you know it, and God definitely knows it. And that’s why God
says to you this morning: “I am doing a new thing!” God is creating a new
way for you to get to heaven, a new way for you to be right with Him, a
new way for you to have the sure hope of eternal life. And that new way is
Jesus Christ.

He is our highway in the wilderness. He’s our oasis, our stream in
the desert of life. Jesus is the new thing that God is doing for us. A brand-
new way, better than any other religious system. Christianity is not
focused on you trying to earn your way to heaven. It’s a brand-new way,
where Jesus Christ does everything to save you.

It’s a religion, or better yet a faith, based on the undeserved love of
God for us in Christ. We call that grace. The people of Israel didn’t deserve
the things God was doing for them. It says in the verses immediately after
our text. “Yet you have not called upon me, O Jacob, you have not wearied
yourselves for me, O Israel.” The people of Israel weren’t praying to God.
They weren’t worshiping Him with their lives. They weren't offering to
God any kind of sacrifices, as the next verses describe. The only thing they
were giving to God was their sins: “But you have burdened me with your
sins and wearied me with your offenses.” These people didn’t deserve to
have God rescue them, to take them through the desert to the promised
land. These people weren'’t paying any attention to God. They were
sinning away and thinking that everything was just fine.

And so, it is with us. God gives to us this new, very unique way to
heaven, all through Jesus Christ alone. It is a gift of grace that we don’t
deserve. And then we look at our lives, and we realize that we’re really
not much different from the people of Israel. How little do we pray to God
about all the things going on in our lives! And how often do we come up
with excuses not to worship God with other Christians on Sundays. “You
have not called upon me,” God says to us, “You have not wearied
yourselves for me.”



Instead, like the Israelites, we pile our sins onto God. We worship
the false god of money. We allow ourselves to be tainted by the
immorality of the world. We talk about people behind their backs. We fail
to love the people that God has placed into our lives. The list could go on
and on and on. God says to us: “You have burdened me with your sins and
wearied me with your offenses.”

You would think that God would punish us. But instead, He tells us
He’s “doing a new thing.” Instead of sending us to hell, He gives us eternal
life with Him in heaven. Instead of letting Israel rot away in captivity, He
leads them back to the promised land. Why is God doing this new thing?
He explains it in Isaiah 43, verse 25: “I, even I, am he who blots out your
transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers our sins no more.” God
was going to do all these things for Israel, for His own sake. Because He is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He
would forgive them and bring them to the promised land.

Do you see that picture of forgiveness here? To “blot out your
transgressions.” That's exactly what God does with our sin. He blots it out,
He covers it up with a new thing. And that new thing is the blood of Jesus
Christ. When Jesus shed His blood on the cross, He was covering your
sins, blotting out your transgressions. Because of Jesus, your life is
beautiful in the eyes of God - your sins are forgiven.

On the Last Day when you stand in glory before God, before His
Judgment throne, you won'’t have to worry that He will remind you of
your sins. God won’t say to you, “Remember when you did this?
Remember when you said that?” Because of Christ, God “remembers your
sins no more.” He's taken away all your guilt - that’s the new thing that
God is doing for you.

To take away your doubt you will be with Him in heaven when you
die. To give you confidence that every day, things are right between you
and God - these are the new things that Christ is doing for you right now.
Yes, these teachings have been around for a long, long time, but they
never get old. They are new every day.

Technology never stays new - it always gets old. But when you
hear God say, “Your sins are forgiven” — when you realize that Christ will



one day raise you from the dead - when you believe that all this is a gift
from God that you don’t have to earn - that is the new thing that will
never get old.

In Mel Gibson'’s The Passion of the Christ, Jesus stumbles on His walk
to Calvary, Mary runs to Him. On His own, Jesus resolutely stands up and
looks deeply into Mary’s troubled eyes. Right then the film places into His
mouth these words from Revelation 21:5: “I am making all things new.”
That is what the Christian faith and the Christian life are all about! Jesus,
our Redeemer, is making all things new! Amen.



