Rev. Dan Welch Easter 2/Confirmation 4/27/25 Text: Proverbs 3:5-6; 1 Peter 3:14-15
“But in Your Hearts”

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, grace, mercy, and peace to you from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! Especially to you Beau, Gemma,
Amelia, Kate, Landon, Tyson, Lilly, Cole, Ryland, Brittney, and Zach!

Today you publicly confess the faith given to you in your baptism. In a few
moments you all will be coming forward to make your promises to remain
faithful to your God and Savior for the rest of your life and by the power of the
Holy Spirit working through His Word the Lord promises to bless you. On the
day you were baptized, your parents and sponsors came forward and said,
“Yes” to all the many blessings that God poured out on you that day- including
the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Today, each of you will be coming
forward for yourself to say, “Yes!” to the promises of God’s love for you in
Christ. It's a proud moment for your parents, a proud moment for your
baptismal sponsors, a proud moment for your family, and yes, a proud moment
for me and all of your other instructors in the faith. You all have done extremely
well, and I can honestly say I always looked forward to every Wednesday
afternoon that we had together this year and I will miss that time. Each one of
you has many God-given gifts and talents which have I've enjoyed seeing in our
year of Catechism classes together and I look forward to seeing those gifts
blossom within you in the years to come as you fulfill your promises to remain
faithful to the Lord.

I.  One week ago last Wednesday, you gave a thoughtful testimony of what
you’ve learned so far in your journey with Jesus, as you were examined before
the congregation, something St. Paul, writing under inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, said that a person ought to do prior to receiving the Lord’s body and
blood.

Today, with the rite of confirmation, you will be confessing before God and
the world, “This is what I believe and confess. This is faith that Jesus died and
rose again to save me. This is the faith that came with the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit. This is the faith that is mine by the
Word of God. For I have learned that ‘Faith comes from hearing, and hearing
through the word of Christ’ (Rom 10:17). This is the faith that allows me to
receive the very body and blood Jesus gave on the cross in, with, and under the
bread and wine of the Sacrament of the Altar. Because faith believes and trusts
Jesus’ own words that say, ‘This is my body; this is my blood, given and shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins.’ This faith also tells me that where there is
forgiveness, there is also life and salvation.”



“Wow, Pastor, you sure are asking a lot of us!” Is that what you're
thinking? [ hope it is! But please know that I'm just the mouthpiece. It’s the
Lord who puts that thought before you. But [ am more than happy to be the
Lord’s mouthpiece, making sure you have heard the good news of God’s love
and salvation for you. Selfishly, | want to be with you, that is, with you and with
the angels, archangels, and all the company of heaven, forever. Not because
we’ve spent all that time together in class or because of the time spent in
preparation for our classes, but because I enjoy a big celebration!

II.  You know, that's what eternity will be, a huge celebration. As we sing in
the liturgy, “This is the feast of victory for our God... For the Lamb who was
slain has begun His reign” (LSB, p. 155). An eternal celebration with God:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-serving us with His gifts.

Some of you are having confirmation celebrations this afternoon. What a
time of joy that will be, as your friends and family rejoice with you in your bold
confession. But for those celebrations to be successful, preparation is needed.
Menus need to be thought through, cakes need to be ordered, and so on.

We don’t know when we’ll join that eternal celebration, that feast of
victory, around the throne of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. But
by the grace of God alone, we do know what we need to do in the meantime.
Because He has done it all for us. And He tells us: But even if you should suffer
for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be
troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope
that is in you. (1 Pet 3:14-15)

And we do that daily as we fight the good fight of faith; as we look forward
to the prize for which our heavenly Father has called us heavenward. That
which we receive in these small, yet miraculous, glimpses of heaven, these
foretastes of the feast to come, we call Divine Service. The receiving of these
gifts of God prepares us to make a defense to anyone who asks for a reason for
the hope that is in us.

[II. That's why confirmation is not graduation! You’ve heard me say it. Today
simply begins another part of your journey, or your pilgrimage, that our Lord
has set before you. For that journey, that pilgrimage, you’ll need strength. When
you go on a hike, you might walk ten miles the first day, but without rest and
food, the second day will bring only eight or nine miles. It’s the same way with
faith. It needs to be fed. If it’s not, it will weaken to the point of death.

As you grow and mature, that journey and pilgrimage will present new
and different challenges. God never promised to take those challenges away.



What He did promise to give you is strength for the journey, strength to see
through those challenges to the cross. St. Paul told the Christians at Rome: “For
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rom 8:18). And Jesus said in St.
John'’s Gospel, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.
In the world you will have trouble. But take heart; [ have overcome the world”
(Jn 16:33).

That strength, that endurance for the pilgrimage, is yours in the receiving
of God’s gifts to you. It began at your Baptism, when He washed away that ugly
stain that goes all the way to the bone. That faith is strengthened as that
spiritual food is poured into your ears through the spoken and sung Word
proclaiming Jesus and His life and salvation; it’s yours as you hear those
comforting words of His Absolution. Your sins are forgiven in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Personally, I am very grateful and I
think it’s pretty cool that I get to be God’s mouthpiece to do that! That strength
will soon be yours as our Lord gives to you His very body and blood, with the
bread and wine, given and shed for you, for the forgiveness of sin.

Yes, it's a lot to take in and to comprehend, but you're in good company.
Look around you. There isn’t a single person here who understands all matters
of faith perfectly. That’s why they’re here. Like you! Just because their hair
might be a little lighter in color doesn’t mean they’ve finished growing! So the
eleven of you (and all those seated here with you) find comfort, strength, and
encouragement in the wisdom of Solomon as he wrote these words in
Proverbs: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight
your paths.” (Prov 3:5-6)

Beau, Gemma, Amelia, Kate, Landon, Tyson, Lilly, Cole, Ryland, Brittney,
and Zach: Your parents, your sponsors, your family and friends are here for you,
today and always to support you in your faith; to help make sure you remain close
to Your Lord. And it is my heartfelt prayer that you do remain faithful to God and
remain connected to Him through His Word your whole life through until that
awesome, everlasting celebration in heaven. Amen!



