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The story of Joseph has to be one of the most fascinating and compelling 
narratives in the whole Bible. Here you have a person who literally went from 
zero to hero, from worst to first. He rose in ranks from slave to second-in-
command of all of Egypt. Along the way Joseph overcame a plot against his life 
by his jealous older brothers, who didn’t like how their father favored Joseph 
and how according to Joseph’s God-given dreams, they would one day all bow 
down before Joseph. Although they did decide to spare his life, they didn’t treat 
him much better by throwing him down into a pit and soon after selling him to 
slave traders. To top it all off, Joseph’s brothers convinced their father Jacob 
that Joseph had been mauled to death by a wild animal. And this is just the first 
chapter of the Joseph saga from God’s Word! It’s a twelve-chapter narrative 
filled with more highs and lows, more adventure and intrigue than that of any 
novel, movie, or Netflix series of our day. 

With this in mind, a little more information about Joseph is still helpful in 
setting the stage for this morning’s Old Testament Lesson. For starters, we 
read on in Genesis that after Joseph had become a slave in Egypt, and it seemed 
everyone had cast him aside, the Lord was still with him. And Jospeh never 
gave up on his faith in God. That is vital!    

In slavery, Joseph quickly rose in favor with his master Potiphar. Sensing 
his intelligence and observing his adept skills, Potiphar put Joseph in charge of 
all the affairs of his household. Unfortunately for Joseph, Potiphar’s wife 
thought that those affairs included the type of affair that she wanted to have 
with him. Joseph, though, knew right from wrong. He learned from his father 
Jacob, who learned from his father Isaac, who learned from his father 
Abraham, that what Potiphar’s wife wanted from Joseph was sinful in the eyes 
of God and he would have no part in it. One day after having her advances 
rebuffed by Joseph yet again, she decided to get even with Joseph by lying to 
her husband that Joseph had tried to attack her when he had not. So, Joseph 
was promptly cast into prison and he hit rock bottom again. But even during 
this incarceration the Lord was still with Joseph. He soon gained the respect of 
the prison Warden who put Joseph in charge of all the other prisoners that 
were there. He trusted Joseph so much that he left everything in Joseph’s care 
and didn’t even check up on him.   
 It was there in prison that Joseph would get his big break. A couple of 
years after interpreting the dream for Pharaoh’s cupbearer, this same man told 
Pharaoh that he met someone in prison who could interpret the meaning of the 
disturbing dreams that had been troubling the great leader of Egypt. So, 



Pharaoh summoned Joseph and after listening to the details of the ruler’s 
dreams Joseph was given wisdom by God to inform the Pharoah that seven 
prosperous years were about to come to Egypt and all the surrounding lands, 
including Joseph’s homeland, but then afterwards, seven years of terrible 
famine would come.  

Pharaoh was so amazed with Joseph’s wisdom that he put Joseph in 
charge of collecting and storing enough food for Egypt to survive the years of 
famine. In fact, Pharaoh even put him in charge of everything in Egypt, second 
only to himself. It truly is the classic story of zero to hero.   
 Finally, we arrive at the start of today’s Old Testament lesson. At this 
point, the seven good years in Egypt and all the surrounding lands have passed. 
It was now year two of the drought years. Joseph’s family back home in Canaan 
was in a tight spot. Their food supplies were quickly running out. When word 
came to Father Jacob that there was food to be had in Egypt, he sent this ten 
oldest sons to go purchase some and bring it back for the survival of all their 
families.  

When they arrived in Egypt to buy food, Joseph who hadn’t seen his 
brothers in over a decade, hides his identity from them. And he doesn’t just sell 
them the food as they request, but instead Joseph accuses them of being spies! 
He proceeds to put his unsuspecting brothers through a rigorous series of tests 
to see if they’re being truthful about their intentions. 

Now, as we read in today’s text from Genesis 45, Joseph finally reveals 
himself to his long-lost and guilt-ridden brothers. He assures them that it was 
really God behind his coming to Egypt, and not the wicked deeds that they had 
done. Even after Joseph tells them over and over again that God was the One 
who sent him, they had a hard time believing Joseph’s true intentions were to 
love and forgive them, not to kill them for selling him into slavery in Egypt. The 
point of this whole captivating, extraordinary, but true story is that even 
though Joseph’s brothers mistreated him, God was able to work through these 
human sins to bring about good for His people. 
 Today’s Old Testament lesson takes us to the apex of the Joseph 
account. This is the event to which all the other events have been leading. 
The famine had hit Egypt hard including the land of Jacob’s family. If God had 
not sent Joseph to Egypt to tell Pharaoh to store up for the coming years of 
famine, they all would have died. Joseph plainly tells his brothers in verse 
seven of our text, “God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors.” 



    Here we have the key to the meaning and plot of the Joseph story. It’s not 
meant to be an entertaining tale of “rags to riches,” although like I’ve said it is 
definitely an intriguing story. It’s also not written down with the express 
purpose of giving lessons in morality, although it does do that too. The real 
point is that God directs our lives and all of history for His purposes. The 
scheming of wicked men, the weakness of His faltering saints, private plots, 
and international barriers- none of these were able to stop the carrying out of 
His plan of salvation. The remnant, Joseph and his brothers, had escaped 
starvation in order to go on to become the great nation of Israel-the nation 
through which the Savior Jesus would be born.  
 Joseph’s life points ahead to Jesus’ life; the Savior of all people. This 
happens as God works through his servant Joseph, to save his people from 
death by starvation. We also see in Joseph one who does not treat his brothers 
as their sins deserved. Instead, he forgave them. In a far greater way God does 
not treat us as our sins deserve but sent His Son to save us from eternal 
destruction.  

All of the wrong that we do to others are really sins against God. Just like 
Joseph’s brothers, we deserve punishment for our sins. In fact, we deserve 
death for our sins, every one of them. We read God’s judgment against us in 
Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death.” Thanks to Jesus, however, the 
story does not end there. Because of Christ’s death for us on the cross and His 
resurrection to life, the verse goes on to say, “but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”   
   That is the Good News that God wants us to share with everyone. Just as God 
sent Joseph to save his family from physical destruction and He sent His Son 
Jesus to save all people from eternal spiritual destruction, so He now 
sends us into the world with the message of Jesus’ forgiveness and love for 
all. We’re sent forth by God’s blessing to be a blessing to others. We are sent to 
tell them that their sins do matter. They matter so much God sent His Son to 
die for them. We are sent to tell them that by faith all their sins can be taken 
away from them and in the end those who receive God’s Son, Jesus Christ will 
receive the indescribable joy and glory of the resurrection that St. Paul talks 
about in today’s Epistle lesson.      
 In short, while we live on this earth awaiting our destination in heaven, 
God sends us to tell others about Christ, how He doesn’t treat us as our sins 
warrant. In turn, we don’t treat others as their sins warrant either.  We hear 
our Lord speaking of this in today’s Gospel lesson. He says to love those who 
are the hardest to love, your enemies. To do good to those who are the hardest 



to do good to, those who hate you. To bless those who are the hardest to bless, 
those who curse you. To pray for those who are the hardest to pray for, those 
who mistreat you. In short, do to others as you would have them do to you. We 
can do this, Jesus says, because our Heavenly Father is “kind to the ungrateful 
and wicked.” We can be merciful because He has been merciful to us.   
 Because our Heavenly Father has washed our hearts and our souls totally 
clean with the purifying blood of His only begotten Son, we are able to let go of 
the hate and anger that traps us from having true God-given peace. We can 
only do this, like Joseph was able to do, by realizing that whatever happens to 
us in life, whether good or bad, God truly does “work for the good of those who 
love Him and are called according to His purpose.”  We live our lives in the 
same freedom that Joseph did, realizing that God is in control of everything, no 
matter what. He wants the best for us, and He uses us to bless one another with 
His forgiving love. 
 To help us along the journey in life to our destination in heaven, our 
Heavenly Father gives us sure and certain forgiveness for our sins through 
God’s spoken words of forgiveness in the absolution. In the Lord’s Supper, He 
gives us Christ’s forgiveness for all our sins and the strength we need for our 
faith to stay strong as His redeemed and cleansed children and to share that 
forgiveness with others.   
 In the Joseph story, we see that no matter what happened to him, 
whether good or bad, God is ultimately the One in control. He was at work, 
bringing all things for the good of Joseph and ultimately for the good of all of 
us, through the promised Savior of the world! We have also seen that just as 
Joseph did not treat his brothers as their sins deserved, so too the Father in 
heaven does not treat us as our sins deserve, but instead He treated His 
beloved Son as our sins deserve. It is this forgiving love that gives us the power 
to forgive others, to tell them the Good News about Jesus, and to keep our 
hearts and minds focused on the glory that shall be revealed to us in God’s 
presence in heaven. Amen. 
 


