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Our assigned Gospel Lesson for the Second Sunday after Christmas actually
fits in well for the first Sunday of the new calendar year. After we read in Luke
chapter 2 that baby Jesus “grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And
the favor of God was upon him” (v 40), we learn that His parents went to
Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. In Exodus 12, when God
established the Passover, He tells Moses, “This month shall be for you the
beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you” (Ex 12:2).
So, the Passover was Israel’s celebration of the New Year. All throughout His
childhood, Jesus celebrated this feast regularly with His family. And there’s
really no better way to begin a new year than to hear and learn God’s Word
and receive the promises of salvation and redemption that come to us from
the blood of the Lamb.

Celebrating the New Year is good. There is something satisfying, even
therapeutic about flipping the calendar to a new year. We get a fresh start!
Lots of people make resolutions; they search out routines or practices to
improve their lives or answer the difficulties of the past year. The regular
pattern we’ve been following hasn’t seemed to work, because every year it’s
the same thing. There’s a continual search for answers to problems, a
constant search for meaning, an endless search for either avoiding distress, or
at least calming it. The same could be said when it comes to feelings of
sadness, anguish or shame, and also the awareness of our sins.

Life seems to be an ongoing and persistent search. For example, even
though as Christians we should know the answer to our sins and anguish is
Christ, yet often times we still keep searching for solutions to life’s big
problems elsewhere. And, even though you come to worship and hear that
Jesus is the one who died for sin and rose again to give you peace and
certainty of eternal life with Him, aren’t you, like the rest of the world, still
searching for resolution to your anguish and distress? A new year should
bring hope and promise. But if Jesus is missing, you and I can search all day
long and never find resolution. Continual searching brings distress and
anguish. You can be like Mary and Joseph, who were in anguish over losing
Jesus.

“When the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know” (v 43). At first glance, it looks
like Mary and Joseph aren’t being very watchful parents, but actually I think
we should give Mary and Joseph a pass here. With the customs of their day;,
it’s very reasonable that Jesus would be among His cousins and friends as



their large group made the trek from Nazareth to Jerusalem and back again.
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus went with a trusted group. But “when (Mary and
Joseph) did not find (Jesus)” after a day’s journey, “they returned to
Jerusalem, searching for Him” (v 45).

Any parent who's lost sight of their child even for a single minute can
definitely relate to the panic this couple were feeling. As each moment passed
without being able to find Jesus, Mary and Joseph'’s stress and anguish level
continued to increase. Only finding their son would resolve their pain, but
they could not find resolution among family and friends.

Many people nowadays look for solutions among family and friends. And
there can be great encouragement and comfort in talking with family and
friends about what bothers you. But family and friends, in and by themselves,
are not the answers to your deep distress and anguish. If Jesus is not in your
conversations, then all you have is sinners seeking answers among fellow
sinners. Without the presence of Jesus, the search continues without
resolution. Unless your family and friends know the One Who has promised to
be your peace and salvation, you won't find resolution; you won’t find Jesus.
Unless family and friends give you Jesus, you won't find resolution from them.

When Mary and Joseph did not find Jesus, they returned to Jerusalem and
continued their diligent and frantic, search for Him. The answers to our
searching, we may think, must lie in a special place. But after three days of
searching in many different places, Mary and Joseph came up empty again.

Searching for answers in special places is a common mistake. Some take a
hike in the woods to clear their mind, think over things, or marvel at God’s
creation. Some like to sit in a boat in the middle of a lake and ponder the
movement of the currents. Still others think a shopping spree will solve their
problems. God’s creation is a wonderful gift to provide all your daily needs,
but the gift of God’s creation has been unsettled and corrupted by man’s sin.
Why would we expect Jesus to be found in a place that’s been overrun with
covetousness and pollution? These places of nature are by no means bad,
please understand me, but searching for resolution to sin without Christ’s
Word and promise in your ears, and on your heart, special places are also
corrupted places that groan under the weight of sin. Unless a special place
gives you Jesus, you won't find resolution there. Will your search ever end?

Yes. It will. Searching ends when you look for Jesus where He has promised
to be. “After three days they found (Jesus) in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and his answers” (vv 46-47). What we can



learn from the account of Mary and Joseph searching and finally finding 12
year-old Jesus is this: You and I must repent from looking in all the wrong
places for answers to our distress, and instead find Jesus where He has
promised to be. And when that happens our anxious searching will be
resolved.

At Mary’s word, Jesus responds, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not
know that I must be in my Father's house?” (v49) Or as it’s translated in the
King James Version: “Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s
business?” Searching ends when you are found alongside Jesus, hearing Him
in God’s Word. This resolves your agonizing search! Your search ends when
you hear that Jesus suffered for you, rose again for you, and forgives all of
your sins, including your sins of misguided searching.

It is necessary for Jesus to be about His Father’s business, which are His
promises being resolved in the Son. It is necessary for you and I to be about
our heavenly Father’s business, as well. The search for the answer to our sin
and anguish can only be resolved in the Word that proclaims Jesus. He is the
One who brings an end to your search for what is missing. He brings
resolution to your search for comfort. He forgives you of your sins of endless,
agonizing searching. You don’t have to keep looking, because Christ has told
you where He is found.

End your search where Jesus promised to be—in His church, where His
Word is taught purely, and His sacraments are distributed rightly. End your
search for answers to sin, shame, and anguish by hearing that He took your
sin, exposed Himself to shame, and felt your anguish on the cross. Rising
again, He is the resolution to all your problems, because He comes to you in
the gifts He gives to the church. Find Jesus in God’s Word and Sacraments. And
you can be certain: He is the one who first found you. Amen.



