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“Trust, but verify!” That was the wise maxim of a world leader from the
relatively recent past. “Trust, but verify!” We all do this in all our various
relationships. We trust our parents above all else - until as teenagers we start
to check out what they really know. We trust our friends - but we don’t tell
them everything, lest they use that information to embarrass us. We trust our
employers and business associates - but we know some might let us down or
stab us in the back. Politicians - well, we’d be foolish not to hold their feet to
the fire regarding their campaign promises. But spouses - husbands and wives
- we'd like our most intimate relationship, marriage, to be so close that we can
trust without verifying.

3. “Trust, but verify!” That’s why we have private investigators, police
officers, restaurant inspectors, the news media, second opinions from doctors,
spy planes and spy satellites, the FBI and CIA, and the TSA (Transportation Security
Administration) at the airports. The fact is, we trust far less than we verify. But all
the same, we highly value trustworthiness and reliability. We spend much of
our lives trying to convince others that we are reliable and true to our word,
don’t we? We spend a lot of time, effort, and resources trying to prove we are
worthy of other people’s trust. Why? Because sometimes we sinfully fail to be
worthy of other people’s trust.

A Missouri Synod Pastor named Philip Wolf from the town of Purdy,
Missouri wrote: “When we choose to gossip about others in our own church,
and when we choose not to put the best construction on everything, why are
we then surprised when the voters assembly meetings have become a dreaded
battleground or lynch-mob scene the majority of members understandably
avoid? When we speak like this of fellow believers in our community, we
essentially hang an ‘Infectious Disease’ sign on the church door—which no one
will then even think of passing through. Why should they entrust themselves to
such sinful untrustworthiness, which even the world must correctly conclude
is morally bankrupt? Would you? We ourselves can be trusted only as far as
can be verified.” And that’s the end of the quote from Pastor Philip Wolf.

2. “Trust, but verify!” We always verify, but we usually fail to trust. That's
why we praise God for always doing both, perfectly! For the sake of His
believers, God the Father entrusted His only Son, the Baby of Bethlehem, with
the task of saving mankind. This Son of God became fully man, Jesus of
Nazareth, the Messiah, and lived the perfect life for all of us. He never, ever
sinned. And so, He was never, ever untrustworthy to His Father. He never
failed His heavenly Father. He even provided the perfect verification of His



trustworthiness by going to a cross to honor His Father’s will. In so doing, He
was actually doing everything His heavenly Father required of you and me and
all people, so that we are absolved, forgiven, of the damning guilt of our sin
against God’s holy trust. In doing this, He made us and all mankind perfectly
right with the one true, triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And in so
doing, He made us righteous before God, reconciled us to Him, by the faith that
God the Holy Spirit gave to us in His Sacrament of Holy Baptism.

That’s God’s version of “Trust, but verify!” Actually, God rephrases it to
“Trust and verify!” because the Son of God, Jesus of Nazareth, trusting fully in
His Father’s care, has verified God’s love for us with the absolute, objective
verification: His cross. In Jesus’ cross, the untrusting, weak-in-faith, and
unbelieving world can clearly see God entrusting Himself to us.

Not only can they see, but they can hear. This is the momentous
announcement of Isaiah’s text to us this morning: “For Zion’s sake I will not
keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her righteousness
goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. The nations shall
see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory” (vv 1-2a). For all the
world to hear, in the Scriptures of the prophets and apostles, God shouts out;
He verifies, that His believers, His invisible Church, “Zion,” are righteous,
totally right with Him. We have His salvation. We are saved. That verification
displayed on His cross now echoes from His empty Easter tomb. God’s
gracious, merciful promises of His righteousness for believers, through His
Son’s death on the cross, are sure, sweet and proven in our Lord’s
resurrection.

1. And that does make for the kind of relationship we long for, the kind in
which we can trust without verifying. God’s mercy and love shown to us
through His Son Jesus, enables us to put the best construction on everything,
that is, explain everything in the kindest way when we speak to and about our
fellow Christians and about all people. The trusting relationship God has
established and continues to establish with us through His Son gives us the
power to repent of our sins and share Christ’s love with all people. It is the kind
of trust we long for with others. And most especially in our most intimate
relationship - marriage. And thanks be to God, that’s precisely the relationship
God has now established with you by Jesus’ fully, once-and-for-all verified
death and resurrection. “You shall be called by a new name that the mouth of
the Lord will give.” Isaiah writes in our text. “You shall be a crown of beauty in
the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. You shall no
more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate,



but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the Lord
delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young man marries a
young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices
over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you” (vv 2b-5).

Jesus’ life, suffering, death, and resurrection has verified once-and-for-all
that we are perfectly right with God, holy and just as if we had never sinned.
And as the vow before the wedding altar states once and for all time a
commitment we can always trust, God has taken the vow. We are the Bride of
Christ, never forsaken, never desolate and lonely, but married to Him. We are
the Lord’s delight.

And like a husband who throughout all the years of marriage continues to
speak gently to his wife, constantly reassuring her of his faithfulness, Christ
our Bridegroom constantly verifies His forgiving and saving love for us. He
does this in His Word and Sacraments here in His Divine Service. He does it in
the devotional Bible reading you do personally. He also does it through you
when you proclaim His sure, sweet promises of forgiving and saving love from
His cross in all your daily words of kindness and deeds of mercy.

That’s your way because it’s also the Lord’s way. Maybe to the world, the
Christian church does appear to be “death warmed over,” most to be pitied for
trusting a fool’s promise. But God says better. In fact, He rejoices to shout it
out. Like a proud father and as the Bridegroom Himself, The Lord Delights to
Announce the Most Trusting Relationship with Us: Married. Yes, this
relationship you can always trust, because in the vow He made at the altar of
His cross, it’s been forever verified.



