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“Sharing Christ Changing Lives” 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

On January 6th, we enter a new church season. It is 
the season of Epiphany.  

 

The idea of Epiphany is that the Christ who was born 
in Bethlehem is recognized by the world as God. At 
Christmas, God appears as man, and at Epiphany, this 
man appears before the world as God.  

 

Some examples of Jesus’ being made known to 
people as the Messiah, the long- awaited Anointed One 
from God, are at His Baptism in the Jordan River and at 
His first miracle of turning water into wine at a wedding 
feast in Cana.  

 

All of the signs and wonders performed by this Man, 
Jesus, and all His miracles have the purpose of proving to 
people that He is God.   

 

The story of the Magi who followed the star to find the 
infant Jesus has also been associated with this feast day 
of Epiphany, January 6th. As Gentiles who were brought 
to faith in Jesus Christ, the Magi represent all believers 
from the Gentile world. 

 

Ultimately, the message of the star is also the 
message of Epiphany: Jesus Christ is our Savior no 
matter who we are, where we are, or how sinful we’ve 
been.  

 

Christ came into this world to be our Savior from sin, 
death, and the devil. He came to give to us God’s gifts of 
forgiveness and eternal life. God in Christ makes Himself 
known to you today through His holy Word and 
Sacraments. God is for you!  

 

May this Good News from our Lord give you great 
cheer this Epiphany season and all throughout the Year 
2025! God is for you! Happy New Year! 

 

In Christ, Pastor Dan Welch 

 

The Altar Guild will meet on Monday, 
January 6, 2025 at 5:00 pm to take down 
Christmas decorations, followed by a 

meeting addressing many important topics.  All members are 
asked to attend, since our next regular meeting is scheduled in 
May 2025. 

 
 

2025 All Board and Council Re-organization Meeting 
Tuesday, January 7th at 7:00 PM 

 

          --- Who should attend? 
     ALL current board members not up for another term 
     ALL current board members who have another term 

 ALL newly-appointed board members 
 

         --- Business Conducted at the meeting: 
                   Determine board officers 
                   Determine 2025 meeting schedule 
                   Determine 2025 Council Representative 
 

 

We are especially thankful for all you do to 
bring glory to God through the various 
ministries here at First Lutheran Church! 
 

Sunday Jan. 5    
  8:00 AM – Fritz Schulz / Doug Dahlke 
  10:30 AM – Tim Schauer / Dean Dahlke  
 

Sunday Jan. 12   
  8:00 AM – Mike Cisewski / Brian Grochow  
  10:30 AM – Will Freberg / Jason Oelfke    
 

Sunday Jan. 19    
  8:00 AM – Brian Grochow / Lars Ide 
  10:30 AM – Tim Schauer / Roger Schmidt 
 

Sunday Jan. 26   
  8:00 AM – Brian Grochow / Fritz Schulz   
  10:30 AM – Will Freberg / Jason Oelfke 
 

 

Your faithful service is what continues to 
make First Lutheran Church a wonderful 
place to worship, fellowship and serve 
together! 
 

Sunday Jan. 5    
  8:00 AM – Landon Grochow 
  10:30 AM – Lilly Petterson  
 

Sunday Jan. 12   
  8:00 AM – Tyson Lemke 
  10:30 AM – Amelia Grimm  
 

Sunday Jan. 19    
  8:00 AM – Tyson Lemke 
  10:30 AM – Landon Grochow 
 

Sunday Jan. 26   
  8:00 AM – Britt Wolff 
  10:30 AM – Lilly Petterson  
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FROM THE DCE DESK…….. 
 

As we usher in the new year, we are reminded of both the 
blessings God has given us throughout 2024 and the exciting 
opportunities ahead of us in 2025. At First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, we are blessed to have a growing youth group, and we 
want to encourage all our young members to take full advantage 
of the activities and events we have planned for 2025. Our 5th-8th 
graders meet twice a month (normally) during our BLAZE youth 
group nights and our 9th-12th graders meet on the other two 
Sundays (usually) for our I.M.P.A.C.T. youth nights. All youth 
groups meet in the Lighthouse above Temple Cleaners in 
downtown Glencoe from 6:30-8pm. 
The remainder of this school year, we will be offering a variety of 
youth events—from fellowship nights and fun events—to Bible 
studies preparing our youth for the National Youth Gathering and 
continued fundraising for a future Mission trip—everything we do 
is designed to help our youth grow in faith and strengthen their 
relationship with Christ. These events provide a wonderful 
opportunity for our young people to connect with their peers in a 
Christ-centered environment, make lifelong friendships, and 
engage in spiritual growth that will help to carry them through the 
challenges of life. 
Youth group is more than just a fun activity; it’s a chance to build a 
firm foundation in the Word of God, receive encouragement from 
one another, and be part of something bigger than themselves. 
Each event is an opportunity to dive deeper into God’s Word, 
share in community, and discover the incredible ways that God is 
working in their lives. 
To our dear parents: we understand the busy schedules that come 
with raising children in today’s world. However, we encourage you 
to prioritize your child’s spiritual growth by making youth group a 
regular part of their routine. It’s all too easy to get caught up in 
sports, extracurriculars, and other commitments, but we urge you 
to set aside time for your children to grow in their relationship with 
Christ through the youth group. While your child might not always 
be eager to attend (though it is our prayer that they are!), the 
benefits of youth group participation—spiritual growth, community, 
and discipleship—are invaluable and life-changing. Your 
encouragement and support are vital in helping them make faith a 
central part of their lives. 
As we look to the year ahead, we pray that God will continue to 
bless our youth ministry and guide our young people in their 
journey of faith. May this new year be filled with opportunities to 
serve, grow, and share the love of Christ with those around us. 
 

<>< Deaconess Megan Polzin, DCE 
 

Lenten Meal Sign Ups 
If any family or group within the 
congregation is interested in hosting 
a Lenten Meal for the 2025 Lenten 
season, please contact the church 
office to schedule your date. Offering 

a meal option for those planning to worship throughout the 6-week 
busy Lenten time is a wonderful way to serve your church family. 
Thank you for considering. 
 

 

 

LIFE WEEK JANUARY 19th-25th  
“On January 22, 1984, President Ronald Reagan issued a 
presidential proclamation designating the third Sunday of January 
(or close to that) as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. 
 

Pastors, churches and life organizations across the United States 
use this day to bring awareness to the attacks that are daily 
waged against human life through the abortion industry. 
 

One of the best ways we can protect unborn lives is by bringing 
into the light the darkness of abortion and supporting local 
Pregnancy Help Organizations who daily reach women and 
families with messages of hope and life.” 
 

“In the past two years, the right to abortion has been one of the 
most heated discussions in our country.  
 

We rejoice that the Supreme Court overturned Roe vs. Wade in 
2022. But this hasn't stopped abortion; it simply placed the 
decision back into the hands of each state. While many states 
have chosen to stop abortions, we still recognize the awful tragedy 
that, on average, the lives of approximately 98 precious babies are 
ended every hour! 
 

In response to the Supreme 
Court's decision, the abortion 
industry nationwide has 
stepped up its efforts of 
promoting a culture of death 
by offering abortion as the 
‘smart answer’ to an 

unplanned pregnancy during an uncertain time. 
 

One of the best ways to stand against this evil is to come together 
and openly state ’We support and defend the Sanctity of Human 
Life’” (SanctitySunday.com).  
 

During this month dedicated to the sanctity of human life we pray 
together: God of all grace, out of fatherly, divine goodness and 
mercy You have given us life and commanded us not to hurt or 
harm our neighbor in his body. Teach us to care for all unborn 
children whom You have created in Your image. Grant Your grace 
to all expectant mothers that, by Your Word and Spirit, they may 
live according to Your will and have the courage to nurture and 
cherish their child(ren). Surround each mother with those who will 
rejoice in their child(ren) and provide for her needs of body and 
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

If you, or someone you know, is contemplating abortion, or is living 
through the effects of having made such a decision, please know 
that Pastor Welch and/or Deaconess Polzin would joyfully meet to 
offer spiritual counsel and discuss God’s amazing love.  
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LIFE CHAPEL 
SERVICE 
January 22, 2025 
10:30 am   
Graebner Memorial 
Chapel Concordia 
University  
1259 Carroll Ave.,  
St. Paul   

 

The Minnesota South District and Concordia University, St Paul 
will host a Life Chapel Service at 10:30 am, Wed., Jan. 22, 
2025, at Graebner Memorial Chapel, 1259 Carroll Ave., St. 
Paul.   
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light (Isaiah 
9:2).  
Jesus Christ has abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light. (2 Timothy 2:10)   
Come out of the shadows and into the shine. Rejoice like 
Lutherans and embrace the sanctity of every human life!   
Our 2025 Life Chapel Service will join under the Lutherans For 
Life theme: Life Shines in Darkness.   
Minnesota South District President Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford 
will preach.   
After the Life Chapel Service, worshipers are encouraged to 
travel to the steps outside the Minnesota State Capitol for the 
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) March For Life 
which begins at 12 pm south of the Capitol building.   
Marches for Life are joyful and hopeful.  
Come to the party and be an advocate for life!  
  

For further information on the MCCL March For Life visit: 
https://www.mccl.org/march or contact 
information@mnsdistrict.org.   

 
 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
is BACK! 
After taking of a few weeks 
during the busy holiday season, 
Women’s Bible Study will 
resume their studies on 
Tuesday, January 14th, 2025. 

For this winter/spring study will be working our way through the 
CPH series, the Life of Jesus, focusing specifically on the Miracles 
of Jesus. This 12-week study will conclude in early April, before 
the busy Lenten season comes to its beautiful apex on Easter 
Sunday. All you need to join is a Bible, but even those are 
supplied if needed. We meet at 9am or 7pm on Tuesdays in the 
smaller side of the Fellowship Center. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to Deaconess 
Megan Polzin. We look forward to seeing you there!  
 

 

National Youth Gathering Meeting:  
Sunday, January 5th at 5:30pm 
All youth attending the Gathering and/or a parent are expected to 
be at this meeting at the Lighthouse on the 5th. We will recap 
funds raised and make our final plans for future earning 
opportunities as well as solidify additional details about our trip. If 
you/a parent can’t make it, please contact Deaconess Megan 
Polzin so she can ensure all the info is passed along to you 
digitally. Also, please remember that the next payment/installment 
is due January 12th. At that time each youth must have $300 in 
their individual account or need to pay the difference to Megan. 
Please check the MinHub app for your current balance and see 
Megan with any additional questions. Thanks!   

 

National Youth Gathering Pre-Gathering Bible Studies 
May 4th – Bible Study at the Lighthouse 
May 18th – Bible Study at the Lighthouse 
June 8th – Bible Study at the Lighthouse 
June 22nd – Bible Study at the Lighthouse 
July 13th - Send off at 10:30am service 
July 17th-24th – Youth at Gathering in NOLA 

 
 
 

Save the Date: Ladies ParTEA 
Saturday, March 15th the women of First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and any friends/visitors will be joining for a time of fun and 
fellowship. Plan to join us for this ParTEA the morning of the 15th. 
Details about reserving a table/seat(s) will come out as we get 
closer to the event! 

 

 
 
First Lutheran Public School 
Catechism Reminder! 
January 8th will be our first “parent drive day” 
for public school confirmation. As you may 
remember from back in September, we  let 
you know that the GSL calendar includes a 
few half days during 2025. Because these fall on Wednesdays, we 
need parent(s)/guardian(s) to plan so their child can have 
transportation to and from First Lutheran Church during these 
parent drive days. Class will still take place at the normal time. 
Please speak directly with your child’s teacher if you have any 
questions/concerns. (Other parent drive dates: February 5th and 
April 2nd)  

https://www.mccl.org/march
mailto:information@mnsdistrict.org
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January & February Youth Group Dates 

January 5th: NYG Meeting (5:30pm) and IMPACT (6:30-8pm) 
January 12th: NYG Payment Due ($300) and BLAZE (6:30-8pm) 
January 19th: IMPACT (6:30-8pm)  
January 26th: NO Youth Group 
February 2nd: IMPACT (6:30-8pm) 
February 9th: Super Bowl Party (5pm-9:30pm ISH) 
February 16th: IMPACT (6:30-8pm)  
February 22nd: Youth Laser Light Tubing (6-10pm)  
February 23rd: NO Youth Group 
 

 

Snow Plowing During Storms 
REMINDER:  Church members need to be 
aware that parking lots at the church are not 
plowed during snowstorms but done after 
the snow has stopped. The exceptions to 
this are worship services and special events, such as weddings 
and funerals. Please be cautious if you need to come to the 
church during a snowfall! 
 
 

18th ANNUAL FLS SILENT 

AUCTION  

This year's silent auction will once 

again be held via the online 

platform, more information to come! Bidding will begin 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd, 2024 at 1:00pm and will conclude 

on SATURDAY, March 1st, 2024 at 1:00pm. Dates for item pick 

up will be Sunday March 2nd 9 am- 2pm and Tuesday March 4th 

2:30pm-5pm. The Flames Booster Club is now accepting 

donations for this year's event. We ask that all items be new, and 

we reserve the right to decline donations that appear to be 

used. Items can be dropped off at the church office Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 8:00am and 4:00pm. The 

final date to drop off donated items will be Friday, February 14th. 

E-GIVING 
Members and Visitors – We 
thank all givers for 
supporting our mission with 
your gifts. For those who 
choose to give 
electronically, in just seconds you can make weekly offering 
contributions or pay for events/activities. E-Giving allows you to 
give anytime and anywhere, donate to your favorite funds, and 
make your gifts recurring. You can give via a smartphone app, 
texting, or online. 
 

Vanco Mobile Faith – Mobile App (purple V logo)      
Text $ (your $ amount) to 855-976-9619   
Give online via www.firstglencoe.org 

 
 

To ensure your 
prayer request is 
included in our 
weekly bulletin 
notes and the 
prayers of the 
church during 
Sunday worship 
services, please 
contact the office 
by 4:00 PM on 
Thursdays.  

 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Have you had a chance to read any 

of the Elm Creek Quilt novels by 

Jennifer Chiaverini? Our library has 5 

selections from the series. “The 

Cross-Country Quilters”, “The 

Runaway Quilt”, “Round Robin”, “The Quilter’s Apprentice”, and 

“The Quilter’s Legacy”. You will love this heartwarming series and 

maybe learn a thing or two about quilting.  

Radio Broadcasts --- Help get our Sunday 
Services heard!  
Do you listen to the Sunday morning radio broadcast aired once a 
month on KDUZ? Did you ever notice that often times a member 
will sponsor these broadcasts to honor a special occasion or in 
memory of a loved one? If you’ve ever thought of sponsoring a 
broadcast, now is the time...we still have some unsponsored 
broadcasts in the coming months. Can you help?  
The cost to sponsor the broadcast for one month is $200. The 
sponsorship announcement would include the words “Today’s 
radio broadcast is sponsored by….” If you are interested in 
sponsoring, please call or stop in the church office. 
This ministry is possible thanks to the generosity of our sponsoring 
members as well as the Edwin and Ella Ponath Radio Broadcast 
Fund. 

 

 

http://www.firstglencoe.org/
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2025 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
have been mailed to members’ homes. If you 
have not yet received your 1st quarter 
envelopes, please contact the church office. 
Generic offering envelopes are available at 
each of the Welcome Stands for your convenience. Please write 
your name or your envelope number on the outside of these 
envelopes. 
 

2024 OFFERING 
STATEMENTS 
We continue to make efforts to reduce the 
cost of mailing contribution statements to 
our members.   
 

You can now receive your contribution statement by email. Not 
only does this help to reduce costs, but you also receive your 
statement in a timelier manner. Please contact the church office to 
confirm the email address you wish to have the statement sent to.    
 

Paper statements will be placed outside the workroom in 
alphabetical order. They will be available for congregation 
members to pick up in late January. Should you need them prior to 
this time period, please contact the church office and we’ll be 
happy to help! 
 
 

How to Watch Facebook  
WITHOUT Having an 
Account  
Did you know that you can watch 
Worship Services, Events, Bible 
Studies, Videos and see Pictures and 
Posts on First Ev. Lutheran’s 
Facebook page without having your own Facebook account? Here 
is how you do it: 
From your computer’s internet browser, go to the First Lutheran 
website at: www.firstglencoe.org 
From the home page, click on the slide “Watch Worship Services 
Online” on our Facebook page. The First Ev. Lutheran Facebook 
page will open in a new tab, and you will see a picture of the south 
entrance of our building (to properly identify).  On the left-hand 
side of the page, you will see “videos.” Click on videos and scroll 
down until you see the specific video (Divine Services, Behind the 
Hymn, Children’s Messages, etc.).  
You can also search for First Ev. Lutheran School and see School 
related posts. These are “public” pages and so you can peruse 
without becoming a Facebook member.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Laura for 
further direction. 
 
 

First Edition Book Club 
First Edition Book Club will meet on Thursday, 
January 9th, at Deb Donnay’s home.  Meet at 

5:45 PM for a potluck dinner, please bring a dish to pass. We will 
be watching the movie “Someone Like You” based on the novel by 
Karen Kingsbury. First Edition Book Club reads Christian fiction 
books and welcomes interested women to join in the discussion. 

Homegrown! It’s a 
Good Thing!  
The Farm to School Dept of Ag 
grant monies are used to 
purchase locally grown and 
raised foods (beef, pork, 
poultry, eggs, vegetables, fruits) 
for our school lunch program.  
 

On Dec 12, our lunch featured 
Italian Dunkers – a new favorite!  The ground beef came from the 
Brownton Meat Market and cheese on the buns from Bongards.  
We had green beans (excellent sources of Vitamins A, C, U K) 
that were grown in our School Garden.  Our yogurt was topped 
with strawberries that were frozen this past summer……..they 
were so red, sweet, and delicious (yummy)!  
    

After lunch, students sing the Homegrown song…. 
 

Homegrown’s all right with me 
Homegrown is the way it should be 
Homegrown is a good thing 
Plant that bell and let it ring 
 

Do you have a favorite MN grown food menu item?  Share 
your recipe with us and we’ll invite you to lunch that day!  We 
need your ideas! 
If anyone would like to help or has any questions, please reach out to 
First Lutheran School Secretary Michelle Alsleben at 864-3317 or 
Program Coordinator Cindy Eggersgluess at 612-840-6308 or 
eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com. We look forward to continuing this 
“Good Thing! 

 

MARY MARTHA ALTAR GUILD  
Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer at 
church?  The Altar Guild can use your Time, 
Talent, and Treasures! We encourage and 
welcome members of the congregation to join the 
Altar Guild at any time. If you see us working after the worship services, 
we invite you to join us and see what we are up to.  
We prepare the altar, set up for Communion for our church services, 
and occasionally decorate the church for holidays. We will provide 
training  ~ no special talents required. You work one month out of the 
year with 2 other members. We meet as a group four times between 
Sept and May (Sept, Nov or Dec, Jan, and May).   
If you are interested or have questions, please contact Charleen 
Engelmann, or leave a message with the church office. 
 

 * Then Altar Guild will meet on Monday, Jan 6th at 5 PM for 
“undecorating” the church, followed by our scheduled AG meeting. 

 
ICE FISHING TOURNAMENT 
The 1st Lutheran Future Flames Committee is hosting 
an Ice Fishing Tournament on Lake Waconia on 
Saturday, January 11th. Volunteers are needed to 
help assist with this event. For questions and/or 
interested, please call Skyler Johnson, parent at 1st 

Lutheran School and Committee member, at 320-510-4128. If you would 
like to help by giving, cash donations are appreciated.  Donations will be 
used for the bigger prizes. Please help support 1st Lutheran School and 
join us for this fun event in 2025! 

http://www.firstglencoe.org/
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Epiphany Day – January 6 
Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) 

 

Lutheran Women in Mission will meet for devotions and Bible 
Study January 6 at 1:30 p.m. Deaconess Polzin will lead an 
Epiphany Bible Study. Members, honorary members and guests 
are all welcomed to join in Christian fellowship with your sisters in 
the Faith. Refreshments will be served.  
 

Lutheran Women in Mission 
Mission Statement: 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim 
Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor 

God by serving others. 
 

Are you a woman who loves Jesus very much and needs a way to 
serve Him? Consider joining or volunteering through “Lutheran 
Women in Mission.” Come to a First Evangelical Lutheran Women 
in Mission meeting any time to learn more about opportunities to 
serve. Or, leave your name with the church office and we’ll contact 
you with more information.  

 

Happy January Birthday to “Lutheran Women 

in Mission” honorary members Lorraine Krumm and 
Ida Rutske. A $5 gift in honor of each of you has been 
given to LWML Mission Grants “Mites.” 

 
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to the many quilters, 

bakers, crafters, servers, 

helpers, eaters and purchasers 

who participated in last month’s 

Brunch, Bake, Craft Sale. Over 

$4000 was received. ALL will 

be used for Christ centered 

mission projects here at First 

Evangelical Lutheran Church and School as well as mission 

projects far away.  

 

  

Bible Verses About Laziness 
 

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business 
and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily 
life may win the respect of outsiders and so you will not be 
dependent on anybody. 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 

Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor in serving the 
Lord. Romans 12:11 
 

The sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the desires of the diligent 
are fully satisfied. Proverbs 13:4 
 
He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, 
doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have 
something to share with those in need. Ephesians 4:28 
 

Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring wealth. He 
who gathers crops in summer is a wise son, but he who sleeps 
during harvest is a disgraceful son. Proverbs 10:4-5 
 

For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man 
will not work, he shall not eat.” We hear that some among you are 
idle. They are not busy; they are busy-bodies. Such people we 
command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn 
the bread they eat. 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 
  

He who works his land shall have abundant food, but the one who 
chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty. Proverbs 28:19 
 

The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the 
crops. 2 Timothy 2:6 

 
MAT MAKERS 

 

“Mat-Makers” of First Evangelical Lutheran continue to meet the 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 1:30 p.m. to recycle clean, 
used plastic bags into sleeping mats.  We’ve heard from “New 
Freedom,” the Minnesota South District LCMS mission that 
delivers our mats near downtown St. Paul, that our mats are well 
received and appreciated. Most of them go to people who are 
“small.” The cold weather affects them more that larger people. By 
the end of January we will have about 15 more mats ready for 
“New Freedom” to deliver. They give the mat along with a blanket 
or two, some warm clothing and prayer.  
  

Would you like to be a part of this outreach mission to God’s dear 
ones who need a warm place to sleep? Please join us. Many mat-
makers come for the fellowship and camaraderie, and then like it 
so much they continue folding, cutting, and looping the plastic at 
home. Come any time. We will show you the simple, learnable 
skills needed to make a mat. Phone the church office 864-5522 
with questions.  
 

A Beautiful Oak Box 
 

Were you tired of seeing that plastic pail secured with a bungee 
cord in the beautiful South lobby of our church? It was usually full 
or overflowing with donated plastic grocery-type bags for the Mat-
Makers to craft into sleeping mats. It just didn’t fit in well with the 
lovely décor of an entry room to the house of the Lord.   
  

Thanks to master wood worker Loren Engelmann, the pail and 
bungee have been replaced with a beautiful box personally hand 
made by him as a receptacle for you clean, used plastic bags. 
Take a good look at it. He made it from scrap materials – oak 
cupboard doors! Thank you, Loren.  
  

(Anyone need a pail or bungee?) 
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A Message of Hope on The Lutheran Hour 
Hear the Good News of the Gospel on the Lutheran Hour each 
Sunday at 9:00 am on KDUZ 1260 AM Radio. 
During the month of January, you will hear the following program 
topics on the 9:00 am broadcast: 
 

Jan 5 "In the Beginning Was Dialogue" with Lutheran Hour 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Do you need more faith? Then 
you need the Word. Faith comes from hearing the Word of Christ. 
(John 1:1) 
 

Jan 12 "What's This Neighborhood Coming To?" with Lutheran 
Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. 
When you're not limited by the size of your table, you can invite 
everyone. (John 1:14) 
 

Jan 19 "He Made Me a Believer" with Lutheran Hour 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. God makes us believers and 
the more we believe, the more we become involved in the 
institutions God made--church, marriage, family, and work. (John 
2:11) 
 

Jan 26 "An Overture to the Greatest Story Ever Told" with 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Leopoldo Sanchez. 
Like an overture that introduces a great musical work, John the 
Baptizer is the living voice sent by God to bear witness to Jesus' 
lordship and salvation. (John 3:26-36) 
 

Our Mission 
Help us spread the Gospel message in the KDUZ Radio listening 
area. The KDUZ Radio Lutheran Hour broadcast is a 
congregational outreach ministry supporting 38 congregations of 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in the KDUZ listening area 
by inviting listeners (at the end of each broadcast) to attend a 
“Church of the Lutheran Hour” in their area. It is independently 
funded by generous Christians, church groups and congregations 
who want to spread the pure and powerful message of the 
Savior’s love in their communities.  
 

2025 Sponsor Campaign Report 

Our 2025 Sponsor Campaign has begun. To date we have 
received $3,144.00 or 62% towards our goal of raising $4,888 for 
the 52 broadcasts in 2025. You are Invited to become a 2025 
KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast Supporter. Any gift amount helps. 
Sponsor one broadcast ($94.00) or broadcasts by sending your 
gift (payable to KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast) to: KDUZ 
Lutheran Hour Broadcast Supporters, % First Lutheran Church, 
925 13th Street East, Glencoe, MN  55336. Questions? Please call 
or text Rich at 320-779-0123. Thank you for your support! 

 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in 

due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 

Galatians 6:9 ESV 
 

 

 

Men’s Network January 21st  |   7:00-8:00 PM 
The Men’s Network meets on the third Tuesday of each month 

from 7-8 pm, led by Rev. Tyson Mastin, at St. John Lutheran 

Church in Plato. All sessions are at St. John Lutheran and are 

open to and being attended by men from area congregations who 

are interested to learn more about defending the Christian faith. 

 

FLC Prayer Chain 
 

Is the Holy Spirit touching your 
heart regarding the Prayer 
Chain?  New leaders AND new 
members are needed to keep 
our PRAYER CHAIN going!  

 
 Participation is simple, but so very powerful!  The Bible says in 
Phil 4:6, “But in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let you request be known to God.”    Thank you to all 
our current members for their commitment to prayer – to 
confidentiality, discretion, and listening to the Holy Spirit.   
How does it work?   
E-Mail Chain – Simply receive the email from the prayer chain 
leader and pray immediately.   
Have questions, want to join, or have a prayer request?  Prayer 
requests are confidential and may even be made anonymously.  
Feel free to contact the church office or 612-840-6308. 
 

 

 

Stories of Faith 
The Public Relations (PR) Team invites members to share their 
stories related to situations or events in which they experience 
God’s love and providential care.   
 

Cindy Eggersgluess   612-840-6308
 eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakerbio.asp?id=325
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
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√ Thrivent Choice  –  Thank you Thrivent members for continuing 
to designate your Choice $.  This past month, we received $47 for 
FLC and $48 for FLS.  We also received a charitable Giving Grant 
of $650!   Visit (www.Thrivent.com/choice) or phone 1-800-847-
4836 and say “Choice Dollars.”  Have your Thrivent ID# handy. 
You can phone Mon – Friday from 7 am to 6 pm.  If you would like 
assistance, please contact Cindy or the church office.  

√ Thrivent Action Teams – A Thrivent Action Team is a simple, 
flexible way for you to bring people together to make a positive 
difference…..you might hold a fundraiser, conduct a service 
activity, or hold an educational event.  Each year, every Thrivent 
member has (2) Action Teams to use!  
 
Visit Thrivent.com/actionteam to complete an online application 
(minimum 3 weeks before your event).  If you are unable to make 
your request via computer, you can phone Thrivent and make your 
request via Customer Service – call 1-800-847-4836. 
 
When your project is approved, Thrivent will provide resources 
(Action Team Kit) to help plan the event, promotional items 
(including Thrivent T-shirts to increase your visibility), and seed 
money to cover promotional and material expenses ($250 
Community Impact Card).    
 
EVERY Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Action Teams per 
calendar year.   IF YOU”RE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR 
ACTION TEAMS, PLEASE LET CINDY OR THE OFFICE KNOW!  
All Thrivent members again have 2 Action Teams!   Involve others 
– it’s all about your friends, family and community coming together 
to make a positive impact!   
 
√ Thrivent Member Network - Twin Cities Region works hard to 
create fun and educational content that you can engage in from 
the comfort of your own home.  There are also some great on-
demand webinars (variety of topics) that you can view anytime.  
Guests are welcome! Please feel free to share these events with 
your friends, family, and community.  See all the info and 
resources at:  https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-
network/twin-cities/       
 
Cindy Eggersgluess – 612-840-6308 / 
eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com –  Your Congregational Volunteer 
 

GIVING TUESDAY RESULTS 
Giving Tuesday - It’s a simple idea: whether it’s making someone 
smile, helping a neighbor or stranger out, showing up for an issue 
or people we care about, or giving some of what we have to those 
who need our help, every act of generosity counts and everyone 
has something to contribute toward building the better world we all 
want to live in. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in Giving Tuesday at FL 
on Dec 3, 2024.  About 46 people contributed 140+ hours doing a 
variety of activities………cleaning, wiping pews, quilting, 
participating in Bible Study, closing the FLS Book Fair, decorating 
for Christmas, Keep It Happening mailing, donating cards and 
postage, and writing Christmas cards.  The 467 cards were 
distributed to residents at GlenFields, Orchard Estates, and Grand 
Meadows as well as McLeod Veterans.   
All of this activity is just an example of what happened on one day 
at FL and it was a wonderful way to “kick off” the Giving Season!  
Thank you to the Thrivent Action Team program for supplying 
money to purchase postage for the Christmas cards and 
refreshments for the volunteers!   
All through the year, our numerous volunteers log countless hours 
and help in a multitude of ways.   We thank you!   
 

 
Living Nativity 2024 Recap –  
Approximately 100 cars visited the 2024 Glencoe Living Nativity 
drive-thru event on Dec 14 presented by area churches and 
community volunteers.  Donations of 206 lbs of food and $599 
were received for the McLeod Emergency Food Shelf.  Many 
wonderful volunteers were needed for Biblical characters, scenes, 
set-up, teardown, traffic control, cleanup, costumes, marketing, 
recruitment, and more.  Thank You to…….The Living Nativity 
Committee (Val Bonderman, Cindy Eggersgluess, Lynn Exsted, 
Tyler Schauer, Ted Stroming, Betty & Dave Witthus); Dave Swift & 
Boy Scout Troop #352; Christ Lutheran, First Ev. Lutheran, Good 
Shepherd Churches; James Voigt, Public Works Director & Parks 
Dept, Glencoe; Arlington Christian Community; RDV Construction; 
B3 Goats – Curt & Teresa Bussler; Robert & Gina Schuft Family; 
McLeod County Chronicle; KGLB Radio; Thrivent Financial Action 
Team Program; Andrew Bonderman, Jeff Bonderman, Savannah 
Bonderman, Dave Goff, Purple Hayes, Sandy Kunkel, Cody 
Schauer, Nicholas Schauer, Annette Ahlfs, Denise Growe, 
Mackenzie Hoffmann, John Mathwig, Shannon MulQueeny, Ryan 
MulQueeny, Pastor Jon Niebuhr, Griffin Bargmann, Miles, Mueller, 
Drake Voigt, Choral Group from Christ Lutheran Church, Choral 
Group from First Ev, Lutheran Church, Choral Group from Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Thank you for helping us spread the 
true meaning of Christmas! 
 
 

Sunday School Offerings:  
This year our offerings are donated to 
Heifer International.  These animal gifts, 
are like giving someone a small business, 
providing wool, milk, eggs, and more.  

 

 

http://www.thrivent.com/choice
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
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Please keep the church office updated with 
your current contact information (address, 
phone, and email). We email out weekly 
bulletins and monthly newsletters and want to 
make sure you’re included in these mailings!   
Will you please take a moment to make sure 
you’re receiving our news?  E-mail us at 
office@1stglencoe.org 
 
 

 

Thank you to the many volunteers who make our 
church such a beautiful and welcoming space.  Your 
hard work and dedication truly shines through! 
Special thanks to……….  

• The Altar Guild and friends for decorating the Chancel 
and Sanctuary (and more!) 

 

• Myrna Franke, Sandy Kunkel, Becky Ostlie, Joann 
Wandrei, Dennis Wolter for decorating the Fellowship 
Hall (and more!) 

 

• Milkhouse Flowers/Dawn Schauer for the Winter Pots at 
our multiple entrances 

 

SENIOR CHOIR 
 

The First Lutheran Senior Choir  
meets on Wednesday evenings in 
the church balcony for 
rehearsal.  Practice begins at 6:15 
PM and ends at 7:00 PM, except during Advent and Lent when it is 
6:00 PM to 6:45 PM. The choir sings at about three worship services 
a month. Returning and new voices are always welcome! Won't you 
consider being a part of this group for all or part of the church year?  
 
Help the Senior Choir “Sing A New Song” 
First Lutheran’s annual budget includes compensation for our choir 
director and accompanist; but were you aware that the budget does 
not include purchasing new music, bringing in non-member musicians 
or equipment needs?  Funds from member donations or memorials 
are used for these purposes.  It averages about $90 per anthem to 
purchase new music (so all choir members have a copy).  The choir 
re-uses anthems many times and has also borrowed from other 
churches for select songs; but a new anthem now and then is a good 
thing.  Adding instrumental musicians at Easter, Christmas or with 
other special songs adds so much to the music as well.  Please keep 
the Senior Choir in mind for a donation as a memorial gift or a 
designated contribution.  You can use your regular offering 
envelope’s “other” area and just write “choir”.   Thank you for your 
consideration. 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry – 
lcms.org/stewardship Newsletter Article – 

January 2025 
 

Repenting of “Feasts that Know No Fast” 
 

Fresh off the Christmas season and the retail frenzy that 
accompanies it, January brings a shot of frigid air into the lives of the 
people we know and love. This is not a meteorological statement 
either. While it is true that January is one of the colder months for 
those in North America, the cold front blast that hits us is the full force 
of credit card spending that fueled the retail frenzy. The bills for the 
gifts, the parties, the food and the travel have now come due. The 
credit card makes things convenient, but it also requires more 
discipline than many can muster. When the bills come in January for 
December’s celebration, it really puts a damper on things. 
 

Congregations often make the same mistake in stewardship. We 
often charge forward in doing what we always do or starting new 
endeavors without counting the cost. But at the end of the month, or 
the end of year, when the bill comes due, the red ink on the 
congregational balance sheet smacks the people in the face like a 
stiff north wind in January. We hunkered down. We circle the wagons. 
We start to panic. The work of the Gospel suffers. 
 

The fifth verse of “Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness” (LSB 
788) addresses this January situation. The words penned by William 
Watkins Reid are very needful for us to hear as we start a new year, 
while dealing with the bills of past efforts and expense. 
 

“Forgive us, Lord for feast that knows not fast …” This hits us hard, 
doesn’t it? We love when the money is flowing, the parties are going, 
and things are getting bigger and better. But there is a time in life, and 
most especially in our spiritual disciplines, that we need to fast. The 
purpose of a fast is to step back, lay something aside for a time, and 
replace it with meditation on Scripture and prayer. This is designed to 
keep us from turning something that may well be good into an idol 
that separates us from the God who loves us in Christ. 
 

“For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul …” In “The Parable 
of the Sower,” we hear Jesus talk about how the worries and cares of 
life choke out the growth of the seed of the Word that was planted. 
We know how this happens in our lives. Professional and youth 
sports do this. Materialism does this. Travel and leisure and do this. 
There is a list of things that we enjoy that starve the soul. 
 

But it also happens in our congregations. When corporate 
stewardship is not managed in a responsible way, it can and does 
destroy individual stewardship. Is it good individual stewardship to 
support a ministry that doesn’t take its corporate responsibility 
seriously? 
 

“For walls and wars that hide your mercies vast and blur our vision of 
the Kingdom goal.” This is the ultimate end of the idolatry of failed 
stewardship. We build walls between believers within the church and 
hamper those who are outside from coming to the Light of Life that is 
Jesus. The wars we fight over money and its impact on ministry do 
the same. It eventually blurs our vision of what we are here to do: 
share the Good News of Jesus. When the wintry blast of January hits 
us in this fashion, we are called to repent. 
 

When the Holy Spirit uses the cold front of the call to repentance, we 
meet the God who forgives and restores. That is what He does for 
individual and corporate stewards. When the bills hit, they call us 
back to Jesus. He is the One who indeed forgives us our shallow 
thankfulness and leads us into the bounty of His mercy yet again. 

mailto:office@1stglencoe.org
http://lcms.org/stewardship
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2025 Officers & Board Members 
 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS 
President: Jon Lemke 
Vice President: Roger Schmidt 
Treasurer: Mark Schmidt 
Secretary: Brenda Birkholz 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
Cemetery: Bruce Donnay, Tom Hueser, Harlan Mathews, 
Stuart Selchow, Jerry Strobel, Marilee Vacek, Louie Tessmer 
 
Christian Education: Amy Bargmann, Melissa Cisewski, 
Cindy Mathews, Madison Mathews, Danielle Petterson, Laura 
Schmalz, Amy Welch  
 
Day School: Eric Dahlke, Mindy Dressel, Shauna Gruber, 
Sarah LaMott, Jodi Michaelis, Kari Nikolaisen, Lori Schiroo 
 
Deacons: Michael Cisewski, Will Freberg, Brian Grochow, Dan 
Nikolaisen, Jason Oelfke, Justin Petterson, David Polzin, Mark 
Schmidt, Dennis Wolter 
 
Elders: Doug Dahlke, Dean Dahlke, David Hoese, Lars Ide, 
Jon Lemke, Tim Schauer, Dean Scheele, Roger Schmidt, Jan 
(Fritz) Schulz, Kermit Terlinden 
 
Evangelism: Tonya Christensen, Micky Neubarth, Sheila 
Scheele, Julie Uecker, Travis Uecker 
 
Stewardship: Janet Betsinger, Keenan Dummer, Sue Schulz, 
Dave Wolff, Dawn Wolff 
 
Trustees: Mark Ahlbrecht, Arnold Brinkman, Chris Brinkmann, 
Randy Bussler, Lesa Hueser, Larry Kunkel, Vernon Lindeman, 
Lester Schauer, Dave Uecker 
 
WELCOME to all newly appointed board members, and re-
appointed board members. We are thankful you have chosen 
or are continuing to serve here at FIRST! To those who are in 
the middle of their term, keep up the good work! We see all you 
are doing to bring glory to God through the various ministries of 
First Lutheran. Our heartfelt thanks to all whose terms of 
service ended in 2024. Your faithful service during this time is 
what continues to make First Lutheran a wonderful place to 
worship, fellowship, and serve together --- Sharing Christ, 
Changing Lives!  
 
 
 

 

 

Summaries from Our Boards and 

Committees 
 

 

Church Council    
No December Meeting  
 
Christian Education | December 10th  
The board decided to equally distribute the December Service 
Scholarships amongst Grady Schuft, Seth Mathews, and Alex 
Cisewski. Scheduled shifts to hand out activity and Advent book to 
the children Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. Made 
final preparations for the Happy Birthday, Jesus party. 
 
Day School Board | December 3rd  
The children at First Lutheran are practicing and preparing for the 
Christmas program on December 18 at 9 am and 7 pm.  Wolf 
ridge continues it’s fundraising efforts and will be serving the 
soup/sandwich supper before the Advent service on December 
11.  Students in grades 5-8 will begin archery soon.  The principal 
call committee will be meeting again in January to discuss moving 
forward with recommendations.  The Future Flames committee 
has fundraising efforts underway.  A ice fishing contest is being 
planned for Jan 11 on Lake Waconia and on Jan 25 a Winter Fest 
at the Glencoe ice rink.  The Booster’s are also hosting a puzzle 
palooza night on Jan 17.   
 
Board of Deacons   
No December Meeting  
 
Board of Evangelism  |  December 2nd   
Assembled candy canes with the “Legend of the Candy 
Cane” cards. Placed them in baskets at each church entrance. 
 
Board of Stewardship    
No December Meeting 
 
Board of Trustees | December 2nd   
No Summary Submitted 
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