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  You better watch out. You better not cry.  You better not pout. I'm telling 
you why: Somebody is coming to town. He’s making a list. He’s checkin’ it 
twice. He's gonna find out who's naughty and nice. Somebody is coming to 
town. He sees you when you’re sleeping. He knows when you're awake. He 
knows if you've been bad or good; so be good for goodness’ sake. Yes, you 
better watch out. You better not cry. You better not pout. I'm telling you why: 
Somebody is coming to town.  
 But we're not going to talk about him this morning, because Someone 
better has come. And His Name is Immanuel, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. And of course, the name by which we 
know Him best: Jesus! 
 This morning boys and girls, you are going to tell us all about our mighty 
Savior who has so many names and titles. You’re going to tell us about the 
amazing, all-powerful Son of God who came as a fragile little baby to save each 
one of us and the whole-wide world from sin, death, and the devil! 

The One of which we sing in our songs and hymns today truly came to 
earth on that ‘Silent, Holy Night”, long, long ago. But He didn’t come to judge 
you on the basis of whether you’ve been nice enough. Because if “nice” means 
presents and “naughty” means coal, and there’s no middle ground; you're 
either one or the other, then we would all be getting enough coal to keep our 
coal-fired appliances running well into the new year.  

So, we’re here this morning to hear of a better One who comes. The angel 
announces His coming to the shepherds like this: “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” (Lk. 2:10-
12).  
   Notice what the angel doesn’t say: He doesn't say, “To you is born one 
who will examine your lives and see if you're nice enough for God to love you.” 
He doesn't say, “To you is born a judge to point out your faults.” He doesn't 
even say, “To you is born a good role model; and if you follow His example, 
then you'll be nice, not naughty.” No, he says, “There is born to you a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord.”  
  You see, you and I don't need another judge or another role model in the 
manger. Hundreds of years earlier, God gave the Ten Commandments to tell us 



 

right and wrong, what we should do and what we should not do; and for all 
those centuries, people proved beyond a doubt that they couldn’t keep the 
Commandments. You and I are cut from the same cloth-made out of the same 
sinful flesh; we don’t- we can’t-obey God the way we should; and one more 
role model isn’t going to make us any better.  
   We don’t need a role model to come down to us from heaven. We need a 
Savior; and that's who is born to us in Bethlehem.  

 But be careful: A Savior who forgives sins is not the same as a corrupt 
judge who dismisses sins. That Baby in the manger takes sin very seriously. He 
doesn’t announce, “Since I'm born, you can now do 
whatever you want, because sin doesn’t matter anymore.” No, He's born in 
Bethlehem with a specific destination in mind- “nails, spear will pierce Him 
through, the cross be borne for me, for you.” (What Child Is This? LSB 370). He's the 
Son of God, the Word of God, come in human flesh, and He's going to take His 
Father's punishment for all our sins. That’s why we rejoice to confess our sins 
and trust in His forgiveness, because He has redeemed us from our sin. And 
that’s why it makes no sense to deny Him and His forgiveness. Why would 
anyone suffer such severe punishment when the sentence has already been 
carried out?  
   That's the One we sing about today. What we have here this morning is 
far more a worship service than a children’s program. Through Bible readings 
and songs, through rhymes and recitations, the boys and girls proclaim to us 
Jesus, the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of 
Peace. He is God’s Son come in human flesh. And He looks at you for exactly 
who you are and lovingly declares to you the greatest gift of all: “Heaven is 
yours, because I forgive you.” Amen  
 


