Rev. Dan Welch Advent 3 12-15-24 Texts: Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7; Colossians 1:15-
20; John 14:1-11

This morning, we continue our Sunday Advent sermon series based on Isaiah
9:6: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given ... and His name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
These four titles found here are given to the child whom Isaiah also said would
be born of a virgin and whom people would call “Immanuel,” which means
“God with us” (7:14).

Two Sundays ago, we focused on the first title in Isaiah 9:6, “Wonderful
Counselor.” We learned that Jesus’ counsel is wonderful because Jesus is God
Himself teaching us, His people. Jesus’ counsel about our sin and His death on
the cross for our salvation is foolishness to those who refuse to believe. But to
us who have been saved, the Holy Spirit has given us faith to rejoice in Jesus’
counsel as the power of God for our salvation.

Last Sunday, we examined the title “Mighty God.” We learned that Jesus is no
mere human. If Jesus was only another human like us, then He could not have
been our Savior and we’re still under the curse of our sins. Yet, the truth is that
Jesus is “Mighty God”—the Lord in human flesh who died on the cross in our
place of punishment and then conquered death for us by His resurrection.

So that brings us to this morning, as we investigate the third title found in
I[saiah 9:6, “Everlasting Father.” I'd like to begin with the second word in that
title, the word Father.

As I mentioned to the children, it seems strange, confusing even, that Jesus
would be called a “Father” at all. After all, the Bible teaches that there’s only
one God, but that He exists three_distinct persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
This is the mystery we call “the Trinity.”

And even though Jesus is one with the Father, as He says in our Gospel reading,
the fact is that Jesus is not the Father Himself. Rather, Jesus and His Father are
two distinct persons who are unified as one God along with the Holy Spirit.
(That's really deep, [ know! And that's why they call it the “mystery” of the
Holy Trinity!)

So, back to Isaiah, what does the prophet mean then when he says that Jesus
will be called Everlasting Father? Well, by that word Father he means that
Jesus has made us His people and rules over us like a loving father.

For example, people sometimes call George Washington the “father” of our
country. They mean that he helped found the United States and he ruled over
us as our first president. In much the same way, in Isaiah 9:6, the word father is




describing the fact that Jesus rules over us and all creation- like when it says
that the government will “be on His shoulder.”

We also heard Paul talk about this in our Epistle reading. There in Colossians
chapter 1, the apostle writes these amazing words about God’s Son: “He is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and
for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together”. (vv.
15-16)

To put it simply, (although, like the Trinity, it's by no means a simple concept!),
the one conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary is the Creator of all things
and He rules over all things.

This is very good news for us who believe in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death,
and hell! The title “Father” reminds us that Jesus made us to be new creations
by saving us from our sins and bringing us back to God. The title “Father” also
teaches us that Jesus rules over all things—even when it appears that evil
people have all the power in this world.

Please consider this: When we watch the news or read the paper or listen to
the radio or surf the internet, it seems like Jesus is not in control at all. Instead,
it seems like evil rulers and those who support them cause much misery and
get away with evil.

But even then, we have to remember that Jesus is indeed in control even when
circumstances seem to call that into question. In truth, Jesus has always been
in control—even when He was an baby in the womb of the virgin Mary.
Therefore, it doesn’t matter how much misery, death, injustice, and chaos we
see in this world. The fact is Jesus rules like a loving father. Just like children
don’t always understand what their father does, we don’t always understand
why Jesus rules the way He does.

All the same, Jesus promises to work in all things—even trial and suffering—to
bring about good for His people and glory for His kingdom. The truth is
nothing happens apart from Jesus’ will, and He will save everyone who repents
of their sin and trusts in Him. Jesus is your Savior-King, and He rules you like a
loving father.

Now, at this point I'd like to focus on the first word of today’s title—the word
Everlasting. Isaiah says that Jesus is the “Everlasting Father” That word
Everlasting reminds us that Jesus is not just one more earthly ruler whose reign
begins at some point in history and then ends at another.



For example, listen to these words from the prophet Micah. In Micah chapter 5,
it says, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.” (v. 2)

Basically, the prophet Micah is saying that the future Savior who will be born in
Bethlehem already exists! This Savior exists before He is born! How can this be?
The answer is that Jesus is the eternal Son of God, the Ancient of Days! (Yes,
that’s another wonderous mystery of our faith!)

In other words, Jesus is not like the rulers of earthly governments whose reigns
have a beginning and then come to an end. Instead, Jesus is the Eternal Creator!
He is the Everlasting Father! His rule will never end. As we heard in our reading
from Isaiah:

Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the
throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. (9:7)

And that means that there never was a time when Jesus was not in control.
Even when Jesus was lying in a manger; even when Jesus was hanging on the
cross, He was still the “Everlasting Father.” No wonder the thief on the cross
next to Him said this to Jesus: “Remember me when You come into Your
kingdom” (Luke 23:42).

Jesus was born to save us from our sins. Through faith in Him, we are cleansed
from our guilt and we are at peace with God. But, we still live in a world where
many people couldn’t care less about the ways of God.

That's why sin and evil abound. Evil leaders and those who follow them can
cause so much misery in this world. But Jesus is still the Everlasting Father! He
still rules His kingdom. We who live by faith believe this fact even though we
can’t see the evidence of Jesus’ reign at this present time.

But one day Jesus will return in visible power and glory. Every eye will see that
Jesus is the “Everlasting Father”—even evil unbelievers who thought they were
in control. On that day we believers in Jesus will rejoice in the fact that we get
to live forever as citizens of Jesus’ kingdom where there will be no more sin,
pain, or death.

Until that Last Day, we live by faith—faith in God’s Word. Jesus’ present reign
as “Everlasting Father” is hidden from those who refuse to believe God’s Word.
But for you who believe God’s Word, you can be sure that Jesus is the
“Everlasting Father” just as that thief on the cross was sure that Jesus would
save him—even though Jesus was hanging on a cross next to him.



Almost 2000 years ago, Magi from the East traveled many miles to worship the
“Everlasting Father” who was being held by a young woman named Mary. How
could an infant be the “Everlasting Father”—the Eternal Creator and Ruler of
all things? Because nothing is impossible for God! so, like the Magi, you and I
believe what we cannot see or understand.

Whenever you come to the Lord’s Supper, the Everlasting Father gives you His
own body and blood to assure you that your sins are forgiven and that He
dwells within you.

Today, God’s Word has assured you that Jesus is the “Everlasting Father” and
that you are a citizen in His eternal kingdom of mercy, love, and life. You can
leave here this morning and serve the Lord with your life—knowing that Jesus
is the “Everlasting Father” and that you are secure in His hands no matter what
and no matter where. Amen!



