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How many here have heard of the professional wrestler Hulk Hogan? Many
have heard of him. But “Hulk Hogan” is not his actual name. His real name is
Terry Bollea. The reason people call him “Hulk Hogan” is that this title
describes his intimidating physical appearance. With a 6-foot, 7-inch frame,
and tipping the scales at 302 pounds during his hay day.

On a related note, I would imagine that just about everyone here has heard
of the late, great musician Johnny Cash. His music is still popular even though
he passed away years ago, some have even said his music even more popular
now than when he was alive. Johnny Cash, like Hulk Hoagan, also went by
another name, than the one given him at birth and that was: “The Man in
Black.” This title describes the color of the clothing he usually wore.

I'd also guess that most of us here also remember the famous singer, Elvis
Presley. But Elvis is also known as “The King.” People call him “The King”
because he became known as the king of rock and roll music.

The list of unique titles given to people who already have names could go on
and on. And it would be kind of fun for us to come up with a lot more, but I
think you get my point: Those titles are given to the people I listed in addition
to their actual names because those titles describe something about
themselves or their work.

About 2000 years ago, a man named Joseph was about to break off his
wedding plans with his fiancée named Mary. Why? Joseph found out she was
pregnant, and Joseph knew he wasn’t the father because he had not yet had
sexual relations with her.

But now Mary is pregnant! So, Joseph could only assume that she had
cheated on him. But then God sent His angel to Joseph and explained that Mary
was still a virgin. The reason she was pregnant was that the Holy Spirit had
worked a miracle and conceived a child within her womb. Then the angel said
this to Joseph: “She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He
will save His people from their sins” (Mt1:21).

The name Jesus is a Hebrew name that means “God saves”—a very fitting
name for the Son of God who took on human flesh so that He could save us
from our sin by dying on the cross in our place of punishment.

After Matthew recorded those words of the angel, he went on to write the
following: “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call
His name “Immanuel” (which means, God with us)’” (1:22-23).



The words Matthew quoted were from the prophet Isaiah, who lived over
700 years before Jesus was born of the virgin Mary. By the Holy Spirit, [saiah
was able to prophesy that one day in the future a virgin would give birth to a
son whom some would call “Immanuel”’—a Hebrew word that means “God
with us.” Even though this child’s actual name would be “Jesus,” people would
also call Him by other titles because those titles would describe something
about His person or His work.

With that said, we're ready to look at our sermon text for today, which is our
First Reading from Isaiah chapter 9. Now, in Isaiah 7:14, we find the prophecy
about the virgin giving birth to a child whom some will call “Immanuel.” Just
two chapters later, [saiah gives us more details about this special child who
would be born of a virgin: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and His
name shall be called, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.” Here we have four additional titles that people will use to
describe the person and work of the child who will be born of the virgin. With
that said, the sermon today will focus on that first title in Isaiah 9:6:
“Wonderful Counselor.”

So why would people call this child “Wonderful Counselor”? Well,
remember, they're already calling Him “Immanuel” because they believe He is
God in human flesh. However, even before people understood that Jesus was
God’s Son, Jesus was still amazing them with His wonderful teaching.

For example, in Luke 2:41-52, we read about the time when the twelve-
year-old Jesus was in the Jerusalem Temple teaching the teachers. Luke says
that everyone who heard Jesus was amazed at His understanding and His
answers.

Years later, when Jesus began His public ministry, people were even more
amazed at His counsel (and direction). After Jesus’ famous Sermon on the
Mount, Matthew records this about all the people who heard Jesus’ sermon:
“The crowds were astonished at His teaching, for He was teaching them as one
who had authority, and not as their scribes” (Mt 7:28-29).

In other words, the people were amazed because Jesus taught them as
though He were God Himself giving wonderful counsel to His own people. As
we heard Jesus say in our Gospel today, “Everyone then who hears these words
of Mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.
And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” (Matthew
7:24-27).



We need Jesus’ wonderful counsel, because the cold, hard fact is that each
one of us is a sinner and because of that, we're often misled by the cunning
counsel of the evil one who works through unbelievers who despise the
counsel of God. Also, as sinners we're tempted to listen to the foolish wisdom
of the world and ignore the wonderful counsel of Jesus.

Just such a tragedy happened in the days of Isaiah. God’s own people were
listening to the counsel of unbelievers. Even many of the teachers of Israel
were twisting God’s own Word and thereby giving evil counsel. In Isaiah 19:11,
we read: “The princes of Zoan are utterly foolish; the wisest counselors of
Pharaoh give stupid counsel.” Also, in Isaiah chapter 9, we read: “Those who
guide this people have been leading them astray, and those who are guided by
them are swallowed up” (v. 16).

But, God preserved a few faithful men, such as Isaiah, and they preached and
taught God’s Word in its truth and purity. Sadly though, many people in
Isaiah’s day despised God’s wonderful counsel.

In fact, Scripture teaches that unless the Holy Spirit gives us new hearts of
faith that rejoice in God’s Word, we will see God’s Word as foolishness. Paul
writes this in 1 Corinthians chapters 1 and 2: “For the word of the cross is folly
to those who are perishing... The natural person does not accept the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand
them because they are spiritually discerned” (1:18; 2:14).

We're all guilty of turning away from God’s wonderful counsel. We do this
when we fail to attend church services and Bible class. In fact, we also sin even
when we do hear and study God’s Word but then doubt or question what God
teaches us. We are all guilty of giving our attention to the foolish counsel of this
world while remaining ignorant or even defiant of God’s counsel.

But the good news we need is found in God’s counsel from Isaiah chapter 9,
where we read this: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone” (v.
2).

God comes to us and speaks to us His wonderful counsel by which the Holy
Spirit turns us away from the lies of the devil and gives us faith in the Gospel of
Jesus. Like Paul says, the Gospel is foolishness to those who are perishing. But
then he goes on to say that for us who are being saved the Gospel is the power
of God! (1 Cor. 1:18.)

This is why it is so important for us to hear, read, and study God’s Word. The
Spirit uses God’s Word to convict us of sin so that we might repent and put our



faith in Jesus, who was born to save us from our sins. The Spirit uses God’s
Word to cleanse our minds from the foolish counsel of this world and replace
it with the wonderful counsel of the Lord Jesus.

The book of Isaiah is full of God’s wonderful counsel. In Isaiah chapter 9,
we're told that God would give us a son who would be our salvation. Later on
in Isaiah, we're told how this child would save us. For example, in Isaiah
chapter 53, we hear this wonderful counsel from God:

Surely, He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed
Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was pierced for our
transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with His wounds we are healed. All
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned -every one- to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all (vv. 4-6)

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved, it is the power of God. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we
call Jesus our “Wonderful Counselor” because His Words are the rock and solid
foundation of our lives—now and for eternity.

Jesus’ wonderful counsel says that He loved you enough to be conceived in
the womb of the virgin where His little hands and feet developed and grew so
they could one day be nailed to the cross where He suffered and died for your
sins.

Jesus’ wonderful counsel says that He also conquered death for you by His
resurrection so that you can face death knowing that you have the hope of the
resurrection of the body and eternal life in God’s love.

But, we don’t rejoice in God’s wonderful counsel because His Word makes
sense to our reason, because as Paul says in our reading from Romans: “How
unsearchable are [God’s] judgments. .. who has been His counselor?” (vv. 33—
34). The reason we rejoice in God’s wonderful counsel is that the Holy Spirit
has given us hearts of faith which trust God’s Word even though His ways are
not our ways.

The baby boy conceived in Mary’s womb was given the name Jesus because
He is the eternal Son of God who saved us from our sins. But we do not only
call Him “Jesus.” We also call Him “Wonderful Counselor”—and we will
continue to be blessed by His wonderful counsel as we hear, read, study, and
believe His Word. Amen!



