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 “Overwhelmed with amazement.” Those are words I can relate to every 
time begin a new year of Christian Education and a new academic year, too. If 
you have ever had school age children, you know how overwhelming it can be 
to get those kids ready for a new school year, and especially the first day of 
school. If you’re a teacher you know how overwhelming it is to make sure both 
you and your classroom are prepared for the new year, too. It is an amazing 
change of pace transitioning into a new school year from the summer months 
and somehow, by God’s grace, it always seems to come together!  

It truly is an amazing time of the year with all the opportunities for 
Christian Education for all ages here at First Lutheran Church and for grades 
pre-K through 8th at First Lutheran School. At our Christian Day School we are 
greatly blessed with excellent staff, as well as, hard-working aides, board 
members, and volunteers.  

Here at First Lutheran Church, the same is also very true, with the staff, 
board members, and volunteers who all come together to support the various 
and plentiful Christian Education opportunities, like Sunday School, Catechism 
Classes, Blaze Youth Group, IMPACT Youth Group, Adult Bible study, Women’s 
Bible study, LWML, Altar Guild, devotional materials, and more. They are so 
many opportunities for us “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ” as 2 Peter 3:18 tells us to do. 

At the 10:30 service/ In a few moments, our teachers and volunteers 
will be coming forward as we ask God to bless them in all their endeavors this 
year. And at the same time, we sincerely thank them for all of their efforts. It’s 
my prayer that they too will be overwhelmed with amazement in seeing God at 
work through His Word which they are asked to teach and share.  Because 
teaching God’s Word to students, can be a challenging task, to say the least. It’s 
filled with ups and downs, joys and frustrations, but as St. Paul says, (1 
Corinthians 15:58) ‘your work in the Lord is not in vain.’ It’s always a blessing, 
and so very rewarding, as a teacher to see the results of God at work through 
His Word. Sometimes those results take time to come to fruition, but it’s 
always worth the wait. That’s especially true when you see how God has 
softened and changed the heart of one of your more challenging students. God 
has even been known to change one of those challenging students into a 
professional church worker from time to time. Just ask the Sunday school 
teachers I had growing up! Seeing God at work through His powerful Word 
truly does fill us with a sense of overwhelming amazement.  



That’s exactly what happened to those who witnessed Jesus at work in 
today’s Gospel account. There, Jesus performs an astonishing miracle, and 
God’s Word says that all who witnessed it were overwhelmed with 
amazement! So, let’s take a look at how Jesus treated the man who needed 
help, how Jesus helped the man and loved the man. And as we do that, we’re 
going to see how Jesus treats us, how He and helps us and loves us. May God fill 
each one of us with an overwhelming sense of amazement as we ponder His 
grace this morning. 

Picture in your mind having the problems this man had. The Bible says 
that he was "deaf and could hardly talk." Imagine spending your life in silence - 
you can see everyone around you moving their mouths, communicating, but all 
you hear is…… nothing! You want to understand what's going on around you - 
why are people laughing, or crying - what is everyone so excited about? But 
you hear…. nothing. And you're frustrated and even though you're surrounded 
by people you feel isolated, alone. The Bible says this man "could hardly talk" - 
the Greek says that his tongue was chained up. Imagine not being able to 
express yourself. When you have a question, or when you need something, or 
when you want to tell someone what's inside of you - you can't. Nothing comes 
out of your mouth - just some noises no one understands, and everyone looks 
at you and they're confused and shy away from you. Once again, so frustrating, 
and once again, you feel alone. 

And then one day, the people in your life take you to this stranger you’ve 
never met before. The Bible says that they "begged Jesus to place his hands on 
the man." And you don’t know who this is, but you see that there is a crowd of 
people and they're all looking at you and looking at this man and you feel 
embarrassed and uncomfortable and frightened by all the commotion that’s 
going on around you. But the stranger takes you aside, away from the crowd, 
and that makes you feel better. And the stranger starts using sign language. 
You feel him put his fingers into your ears. You see Him spit and feel him touch 
your tongue. It seems like He's saying that He's going to fix your ears and fix 
your tongue. You see him look up to heaven and give a deep sigh. You 
understand what He's communicating - whatever is about to happen - is from 
God in heaven.  

And then Jesus speaks a word - "Ephphatha" - an Aramaic word meaning 
"be opened." The almighty word of God comes out of Jesus' mouth - the same 
powerful word that calmed storms and cast out demons and even created the 
universe out of nothing - Jesus speaks that powerful word to you - "be opened", 
He says, to your deaf ears and your chained up tongue, and suddenly you can 



hear and talk. Imagine being that man! All the things that you have been trying 
to understand - now you can hear. And all the things you've been trying to say - 
now you can talk. How would you feel? 

Our text says that "everyone was overwhelmed with amazement". "He 
has done everything well," they said, "he even makes the deaf hear and the 
mute speak."  

What did it feel like to be that man? (pause) Actually, you have a lot in 
common with him. At some point in your life, someone brought you to Jesus, 
just like someone brought this man to Jesus. And Jesus looked at you, and no 
one needed to tell Him what was wrong with you. He could see all the sin that 
you were born with. You and I came into this world deaf, spiritually deaf - 
because of our sin, we couldn't understand anything about God even if we 
wanted to. We came into this world spiritually mute - because of our sin, we 
couldn't open our mouths and praise God even if we wanted to. There was so 
much sin inside of us - and Jesus saw that. 

And just as Jesus loved the man in this story, Jesus loved you. And so, He 
spoke words that made your sin go away. He said, "I forgive you. I love you." 
And at that moment, the powerful words of Jesus Christ healed your soul. 
Maybe Jesus spoke His Word to you in the waters of baptism. Or maybe Jesus 
spoke His Word to you through a friend or pastor or teacher speaking to you. 
And there, He healed you.  

Jesus knows that we need sign language, just as that man did in Mark 7, 
and so today Jesus continues to speak to us in a way we can see and touch - 
Jesus does that in the Lord's Supper. He gives us bread and wine and tells us 
that this is His body and blood, the very body and blood He shed for us on the 
cross. “If you have any doubts that I love you,” Jesus says, “if you're having a 
hard time hearing me or praising me because of your sin - then take and eat, 
take and drink, and know that you are forgiven, and that you are loved.”  

Back then, Jesus commanded the people to not tell anyone about this 
miracle. The time had not yet come for people to share the good news, not yet, 
according to Jesus' plan. But now, the time has come. "Go and make disciples," 
Jesus tells us. Today Jesus tells us to go and share with people the amazing 
things that our Savior has done in our lives. When you have the opportunity, 
tell people your story. "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
creation," Jesus says.  

We have so many opportunities to learn God’s Word and grow in our faith 
here at First Lutheran. I pray you make the time, through regular Worship, 
Bible study, and devotions, to grow in His Word so that you too, like the people 



in today’s Gospel text, may be overwhelmed with amazement at all that Jesus 
has done and continues to do in your life! 

May God bless you with a heart that is always amazed at God's amazing 
grace, always overwhelmed by God's overwhelming love. "He has done 
everything well," the people said about Jesus. When we think about our lives, 
we also can say, "He has done everything well." Amen 
 
 


