Rev. Dan Welch  Pentecost 18 9-15-24 Text- 2 Kings 5:1-27 “Money’s Tempting Side”

[Slide] Forrest Fenn is a wealthy art dealer who lives in New Mexico.
Forrest Fenn loves adventure. Eight years ago, he filled a chest with gold, rare
coins and expensive jewelry worth two million dollars and hid it in the Rocky
Mountains. No one has found it yet! Anyone interested in finding Forrest Fenn's
treasure? I'm forming a team after church!

Before you sign up, though, [ need to warn you. Thousands of treasure
seekers have journeyed through deserts, scaled mountains, forded rivers, and
faced all kinds of obstacles and dangers. Eighteen have broken bones in their
body, six suffered acute dehydration and three have died in their quest for
Forrest Fenn's treasure.

[Slide] Here’s my point. Money Talks! And what does money say, “You'll
never have enough of me. So run, and run hard, to get more—even if it Kills
you!” Money Talks! That's the name of the three-week sermon series we’re in.
Last week we looked at Lot and money’s dark side. Today’s money talk? Gehazi.
Gehazi shows us money’s tempting side.

[Slide] God’s Grace. 2 Kings 5 shows God’s grace showered on Naaman, a
general in the Aramean Army. Naaman has it all—power, wealth, and influence.
Everything is perfect, except for one thing. Naaman has leprosy, which is a
terrible skin disease.

Naaman learns that there are prophets in Israel who heal leprosy so he
travels to Israel. [Slide] The prophet Elisha—not Elijah, Elisha—hears about
Naaman’s leprosy, but Elisha won’t meet with Naaman. [Slide] Instead, Elisha
sends his servant Gehazi. Gehazi relays Elisha’s directions. “Wash in the Jordan
River seven times.”

After his seventh washing in the Jordan River, God heals Naaman. Naaman
now has the skin of a young child! Naaman confesses that the God of Israel is
the one true God! Then Naaman offers money to Elisha for healing him. Elisha
refuses. Elisha refuses money from Naaman. This is the key idea in 2 Kings 5!

[Slide] Gehazi’s Greed. “My master was too easy on Naaman, this
Aramean, by not accepting from him what he brought. As surely as the LORD
lives, I will run after him and get something from him.” (2 Ki 5:20) Like Forrest
Fenn’s treasure seekers, Gehazi runs after financial treasure! Gehazi thinks,
“Elisha may be a great prophet, but he isn’t much of a businessman. Naaman
wants to give him money, but Elisha doesn’t want it. There’s no reason why [—
Elisha’s servant—shouldn’t get the money. After all, [ was the one who led
Naaman to the Jordan River!” Gehazi runs. Why is that? Money talks! “You’ll



never have enough of me. So run, and run hard, to get more—even if it Kills
you!”

Gehazi isn’t the only person tempted by the thought of quick money.
That’s a tempting idea to us all. Just listen to the radio. “You can make $100,000
a year in as little as two hours a week, working from your home.” “You can earn
millions from real estate without any money down.” “You don’t have to wait.
You don’t have to work. You can have everything you want right now!” Money
talks!

[Slide] Have you ever watched children’s pizza eating strategies? Some
take a piece and eat it before taking another. But other children stockpile their
pizza, piling their plate as high as Mt. Everest! When Gehazi was a child, no
doubt, he piled pizza as high as the sky!

[Slide] Gehazi’s Guile. Gehazi runs after Naaman and says, “My master
has sent me to say, ‘There have just now come to me from the hill country of
Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets. Please give them a talent
of silver [a full year’s wage] and two changes of clothing.” (2 Kings 5:22)
Naaman swallows Gehazi’s lie—hook, line and sinker. Naaman gives Gehazi the
money and the clothes. Then what?

[Slide] “Elisha said to him, ‘Where have you been, Gehazi?’ And he said,
‘Your servant went nowhere.” (2 Kings 5:25) The greedy Gehazi lies again. But
here’s the thing; you never lie to a prophet—especially to a prophet named
Elisha!

Elisha says, “Gehazi! You're full of greed and guile!” Then Elisha says,
“Gehazi, that leprosy that clung to Naaman? That leprosy will now cling to you
and your descendants forever!” How ironic! At the beginning of 2 Kings 5,
Naaman is a rich leper and Gehazi is serving God. At the end of 2 Kings 5,
Naaman is serving God, and Gehazi is a rich leper!

[Slide] God’s Gift. What if I told you that God’s gift was a treasure far
greater than Gehazi’s talent and two changes of clothes? What if I told you that
God’s gift is incalculable—and that this gift is already yours, what would you
do? What if I told you that this priceless gift was right here, that you don’t have
to run to find it, what would you do?

Luther calls this gift “life’s greatest treasure.” What is it? Holy Baptism!
[Slide] “He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.”
(Titus 3:4-6) God washed away Naaman's leprosy in the Jordan River. Christ
washed away all of our ugly sin when we were baptized!



[Slide] There is more! “This water symbolizes baptism that now saves
you also; not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good
conscience towards God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” (1
Peter 3:21) Naaman’s washing gives him a new life. Baptism gives us a new life!
We have resurrection power to rise above guilt and shame, sin and blame!

[Slide] Joyful Generosity. “Elisha answered, ‘As surely as the LORD lives,
whom I serve, I will not accept a thing.” (2 Ki 5:16) Gehazi may be greedy, but
Elisha is full of joyful generosity!

Generosity is the clearest sign that I trust Jesus more than money.
Generosity is the clearest sign that I trust Jesus Christ more than my money. If |
cling to money more tightly than I cling to Jesus, I will neglect my relationship
with Jesus. I won'’t really trust Jesus. I won’t sacrifice for Jesus. And I will end up
living like Gehazi—full of greed and guile!

On the other hand, if I cling to Jesus more tightly than I cling to money, |
will talk back to money. Sure, money talks. It keeps saying, “Your will never
have enough of me so keep running—even if it kills you.” But generous people
talk back to money! “Mr. Money! You are not my master. Jesus is my Master. Mr.
Money, I refuse to cling to you so tightly. Go, Mr. Money! Go serve Jesus and his
church!” We end up living like Elisha—full of joyful generosity!

[Slide] On the night of November 16, 1930, Henrietta Garret, an 81-year-
old widow, died in Philadelphia. When she died, Henrietta started the most
famous case of inheritance litigation in American history. Why is that?
Henrietta Garret failed to leave a will for her $17 million estate!

At the time of her death, Henrietta had only one relative—a second
cousin. Yet 26,000 people from 47 states and 29 foreign countries, represented
by more than 3,000 lawyers, tried to claim a part of her estate. In their efforts
to get Henrietta's money, people committed perjury, faked family records,
changed their names, altered data in family Bibles and concocted absurd lies.
22 were jailed, 3 were murdered and 2 committed suicide. Why is that? Money
talks! “Do whatever it takes to get more of me. Skip church. Neglect your health.
Forget the Bible. Lie. Cheat. Steal.”

We have a choice to make and make it we must. Will we be like Gehazi, full
of greed and guile, or like Elisha, full of joyful generosity? What will motivate us
to take the step towards joyful generosity? [Slide] Here it is. God’s gift. In Holy
Baptism we are cleansed, forgiven, loved, adopted. Life’s greatest treasure
placed right in our laps! What does it mean? We can stop running!

[Slide] And we can start talking back to money. What will we say?
Matthew 10:8, “Freely I have received. I freely give.” Amen.



