
 

 

 
Happy September! Fall is always a busy time in our area.  
Harvest will begin soon. School is back in full swing, along with 
school sports and other activities. Here at First Lutheran Church 
and First Lutheran School we begin a brand-new year of Christian 
education for all ages.  
As we enter this month of September, I would like to challenge 
you to take part in a program that will help you and your family 
better manage your money for God’s greater glory. It’s called… 

 
Money Talks 

 Money Talks. That is the name of our stewardship 
emphasis this month. Money talking guides are available at our 
welcome stands near the west and the south entrances to the 
Sanctuary. One of these guides will help you talk about money 
with your children and another is geared for married couples so 
that they, too, can engage in Money Talks.  

What is more, later on in this newsletter is 30-day 
Money Challenge that is geared to help each of us to be (even) 
better stewards of some of the gifts that God gives us. 
 Sermons and Sunday morning Adult Bible Classes on 
the last three Sundays of September, will also feature talks about 
money. We will shine the light on six different people in the Bible 
and see how money talks to them and to us. Below is the lineup.   
 
Sunday Morning Sermon Themes are as follows: 
Lot: Money’s Dark Side (Sunday, September 15th) 
Gehazi: Money’s Tempting Side (Sunday, September 22nd) 
Zacchaeus: Money’s Generous Side (Sunday, September 
29th) 
 
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study plans are as follows: 
The Rich Young Ruler: Money’s Captive Side (Sunday, 
September 15th) 
Judas Iscariot: Money’s Destructive Side (Sunday, 
September 22nd) 
The Dishonest Steward: Money’s Useful Side (Sunday, 
September 29th) 
 
I invite you to make the most out of these resources and 
opportunities. Money Talks will help you and your family better 
manage your money for God’s greater glory.   
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Welch 

 
“19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 

rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.”  
(Matthew 6:19-20) 

 
 
 

 
 

We are especially thankful for all you do  
to bring glory to God through the various  
ministries here at First Lutheran Church! 
 

Sunday September 1    
 8:00 AM – Brian Grochow / Fritz Schulz 
  10:30 AM – Dan Nikolaisen / Roger Schmidt 
 

Sunday September 8    
 8:00 AM – Mark Schmidt / Dean Scheele  
  10:30 AM – Will Freberg / Kermit Terlinden  
 

Sunday September 15   
 8:00 AM – Dean Dahlke / Doug Dahlke  
  10:30 AM – Dan Nikolaisen / Mark Schmidt  
 

Sunday  September 22 
 8:00 AM – Fritz Schulz / David Polzin 
  10:30 AM – Kermit Terlinden / Justin Petterson  
 

Sunday  September 29 
 8:00 AM – Dean Scheele / Doug Dahlke  
  10:30 AM – Will Freberg / Justin Petterson  

 

Your faithful service is what  
continues to make First Lutheran  
Church a wonderful place to worship,  
fellowship and serve together! 
 

Sunday September 1   
  8:00 AM –   TBD 
 10:30 AM –  TBD 
 

Sunday September 8  
   8:00 AM – TBD 
 10:30 AM – TBD 
 

Sunday September 15   
  8:00 AM – Britt Wolff 
 10:30 AM – Amelia Grimm   
 

Sunday September 22   
  8:00 AM – Gemma Goff    
 10:30 AM – TBD 
 

Sunday September 29   
  8:00 AM – Landon Grochow   
 10:30 AM – TBD 

 

Confirmation Parent/Catechumen 
Information Meeting  
Wednesday, September 4th @ 7pm all 
parents of students in grades 5-8 
(public school) and 7-8 (FLS) who will 
be participating in our Catechesis 
(Confirmation) program for the 2024-2025 school year AND the 
students themselves should be in attendance in the Fellowship 
Center of the church. Schedules, expectations, policies, and 
registration forms will be shared.  
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From the DCE Desk… 
Did you know the word “endure” has 117 synonyms & antonyms? 
Options you may consider when thinking about words similar to 
endure may include: persevere, withstand, tarry, persist, handle, 
abide, bear, sustain, tolerate, or even remain. No matter what 
comes to mind when we hear the word “endure” it seems to be 
associated with bearing through something unsavory, arduous, or 
at least unpleasant. According to the internet, the word endure 
occurs 96 times in the King James Version of the Bible, 101 times 
in the World English Bible, and when searching the ESV (English 
Standard Version) we use in the LCMS, 357 verses appear 
utilizing the term, or a variation of, endure. Consider Psalm 
136…talk about enduring, that is SO MANY! 
It is clear that this process of slowly and patiently forbearing, 
waiting, and suffering it out is a BIG concept in the Bible. After all, 
God is described, by Himself, as being a God who is “slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love” (Exodus 34:6). Instead of 
steadfast, consider the use of the word “enduring”. In Psalm 19, 1 
Peter 1, and Isaiah 40 (in addition to other places) we learn that 
the Word of the Lord endures forever. There is a LOT of enduring 
happening throughout Scripture—a great deal of this enduring is 
actually God’s actions. The Lord is slow to anger and endures 
with humanity as we continually fail His precepts and His 
commands. He waits for our hearts to be changed, by Him, 
through the Holy Spirit in the process we call sanctification—the 
process of the Holy Spirit making us more and more holy over 
time. He endures with a world that is bound up in the religion of 
me, myself, and I. God endures—and He tells us to endure too.  
The theme verse for the 2024-2025 year is ENDURE and it is 
based upon the Holy Scripture of Hebrews 12:1-3 which reads, 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings 
so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne 
of God. Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility 
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.” 
As we begin this new school year I encourage all parents, and 
their children, to NOT grow weary! To not give up! But rather—to 
endure. To fight through, persevering amidst sorrow and trial, 
setting aside the sins and failures that drag us down and hold us 
back—but rather looking forward to Jesus Christ—the One who 
endured the punishment of death for you and for me and the 
whole world. Looking to Him, we may actually keep our focus on 
what truly matters and endure through the rest. May the Lord 
grant you the patience and the will to endure this year, Amen.  
 

<>< Deaconess Megan Polzin 
 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who 
ordered from the Youth Fall Mums 
fundraiser. Together the youth of 
the congregation sold over 
$2,000! Praise be to God! Pick up of orders is Monday, 
September 16th from 3-6pm in the church parking lot.  
 

 

 
Saturday, October 26th the Christian Board of Education will be 
hosting a Trunk or Treat as a fun community-outreach oriented 
event.  
 

***Anyone willing to decorate a vehicle/trunk can 
register online by using this QR code or by typing in 
the direct link: 
https://forms.gle/rTuq4F8drvW34kdQ9.  
***Anyone who MAY want to host a trunk, but they don’t have 
decorations/candy should STILL register using the link above and 
the Christian Board of Education will JOYFULLY provide you with 
decorations and/or candy! LET’S FILL THIS PARKING LOT with 
members of our congregational family who will shine Christ’s love 
in the midst of a dark world! 

 

 
 

 
Women’s Bible Study—

Save the Date(s)! 
Starting Tuesday, September 17th 

Women’s Bible Study will be 
kicking off our next Bible Study a 

“Life of Jesus” series study 
(published by Concordia 

Publishing House) with 12 
lessons about the Parables. We 
will cover some of the more well known and loved parables such 
as The Good Samaritan (my favorite) and The Prodigal Son, as 

well as a few of the lesser-known ones. We will meet Tuesdays at 
either 9am or 8pm (taking a break for Thanksgiving week) until 
December 17th. All study materials will be copied/distributed by 

the church and there is no cost for this study! If you have 
questions, please contact Deaconess Megan Polzin. 
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Lumber & LEGOS  
Calling men of all ages! Join us at First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church on Saturday, September 14th from 10am-Noon for a time 
of manly fellowship and a dive into the kind of man God uses to 
build His church. Refreshments will be served. Cost is $5 per 
gentlemen and should be paid directly to Deaconess Megan 
Polzin.  

To save your seat please use this QR code or type 
the link directly into your browser: 
https://forms.gle/EF7vpgYzBi9SFwDQ6. If you 
have questions or issues registering, please 
contact Deaconess Megan Pozin at 320-854-1204.  

 
 

Deaconess 
Megan Polzin is 
looking for LEGO 
Building Block 
donations for the 
upcoming 
(September 14th) 
Lumber & Legos Men’s Fellowship event. If you have any you no 
longer use/need, please drop them by the church office M-F 8am-
4pm. Thank you so much! 
 
 

Sunday School Carnival! 
The 2024-2025 Sunday School year is about to 
begin. On Education Sunday, September 8th, 
from 9:15-10:15 AM, the Christian Education 
Board and Sunday School teachers’ welcome 
children and their parents to attend our annual carnival taking 
place in the Fellowship Center. Parents will register their children 
while the children play games, meet their teachers, and have a 
snack. All children ages 2 through 8th grade are encouraged to 
attend! Please come check it out!  
All Sunday School registration will be completed digitally, so if you 

are unable to attend you can still register by using 
this form (link: 
https://forms.gle/f6smPZNhoYCERDXz6) or 
scanning this QR code. 
Paper forms will also be available at the carnival if 

needed. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
 

Lutheran Women in Mission will meet Monday Sept. 9 at 1:30 
p.m. LWML District voting delegates Rosie Karg and Glenda 
Schuft will report on the June Minnesota South District LWML 
convention. Plans for the September 27 Salad Luncheon will be 
finalized. Sharon Schauer will lead devotions. Refreshments will 
be served. ALL WOMEN of the congregation are welcomed to 
attend any Lutheran Women in Mission event or meeting. It’s fun 
to get together in Christian fellowship. 
 

LWML SALAD LUNCHEON 
(A fundraiser for mission grants at home 
and far away.) 
Sponsored by First Evangelical Lutheran 
Women in Mission (LWML) 
Friday, September 27th   
11:00 AM – 12:30 PM 
First Evangelical Lutheran Fellowship 
Center 
Serving a variety of salads 
Watch the bulletin and First Ev. Lutheran Facebook page for more 
details.  

 
 

Happy September birthday to LWML honorary 
member Eldana Soeffker. A $5 gift to LWML 
Mission Grants “mites” has been given in your 
honor.  
 

 
 
Mat-Makers 
First Evangelical Lutheran Mat-Makers meet the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of the month at 1:30 p.m. Members smooth, fold, 
cut, loop and knot plastic grocery-type bags and crochet them into 
sleeping mats. GUESTS ARE WELCOMED any time! You will 
enjoy seeing how simple steps turn slightly used bags into sturdy 
and useful sleeping mats. Over 50 mats have been completed so 
far.  
Congregation members: Please continue to bring your used, 
clean plastic grocery-type bags to the marked receptacle in the 
south lobby. Colorful StarTribune bags are also okay. (No bread 
bags.)  
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Some Bible verses about COURAGE: 
 

Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord. 
Psalm 27:14 
 

For the Lord loves the just and will not forsake His faithful ones. 
They will be protected forever, but the offspring of the wicked will 
be cut off. Psalm 37:28 
 

But now, this is what the Lord says – He who created you, O 
Jacob, He who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.” 
Isaiah 43:1 
 

Have I not commanded you: Be strong and courageous, do not be 
terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with 
you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 
 

 
CRAFTERS AND BAKERS 

Start Thinking Ahead! 
 

The annual Christmas Bake Sale – 
Country Store - Brunch will be Saturday 
December 7 in the Fellowship Center. 

Members of the congregation are welcomed 
to contribute items for this annual event. “Country 

Store” type items, produce, crafts, handiwork and a delicious 
variety of baked items have been generously donated in the past. 
It’s always a fun event for the community. Start thinking ahead of 
items you would like to contribute. 
 
 

MARY MARTHA ALTAR GUILD 
Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer 
at church?  The Altar Guild welcomes any new 
members to join us at any time.  No special 
talents required ~ just a willingness to share 
your Time, Talents and Treasures!  Our motto of service has 
remained the same for 70+ years:  “Let all things be done 
decently and in order.” 1 Corinthians 14:40 
We prepare the altar, set up for Communion for our church 
services, and occasionally decorate the church for holidays.  We 
will provide training.  You work one month out of the year with 2 
other members.  We meet as a group four times between Sept 
and May (Sept, Nov or Dec, Jan and May).  If you see us working 
after the worship services, we invite you to join us and see what 
we do.  If you are interested or have questions, please contact 
Charleen Engelmann or leave a message with the church office. 
Our next scheduled meeting at FLC is on Monday, September 9th, 
beginning at 7:00 pm. 
 

THANK YOU to the FLC member (who wishes to remain 
anonymous) who graciously donated to the Altar Guild a winning 
bid, from the FLS Silent Auction, for a 3-month subscription of 
flower arrangements once-a-month in July, August and 
September from Belle Lake Blooms.  We are grateful for sharing 
your generosity with our congregation members and guests! 

 

 
 

 

EXTRA GARDEN 
PRODUCE? 

If you have extra garden produce that 
you would like to share, bring it to 
Sunday services and drop it at the table 

in the main entry. If any is left over, it will be taken to the McLeod 
Emergency Food Shelf.   

 

FIRST EDITION BOOK CLUB 
First Edition Book Club will meet on Monday, 

September 16th in the seating area outside the 

church office at 7:00 PM. The group will discuss the book: Poor 

Mrs. Rigsby by author Kathy Herman. First Edition book club 

reads Christian fiction books and welcomes interested women to 

join in the discussion. 

 

LIBRARY NEWS:  
Another suspense novel by best selling 
author Terri Blackstock has been added 
to the church library. “Aftermath”, is a 
gripping thriller that will keep you on the 
edge of your seat. This twisty story 

includes a devastating explosion, a trunk full of evidence and an 
attorney who will risk it all for an old friend. Terri Blackstock is 
known for her faith-based crime novels. 

 

COMMON CUP MINISTRY 
Common Cup Ministry (CCM) Is in need of a representative to 
serve on the CCM Representative Council from First Lutheran 
Church. Common Cup Representatives attend a monthly noon 
one-hour meeting to hear what is happening with CCM, what the 
current needs are, and to share anything from their congregation.  
This person would assist with collecting items needed for the 
community distributions that CCM hosts. These include school 
supplies, coats and winter gear, diapers, and food for the 
Weekend Food Program. 
For more information contact Bev Bonte, CCM Director, 320-583-
8163. Visit the website at www.common-cup.org or on Facebook 
to learn more about this vital ministry that has served McLeod 
County for 24 years.  
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FLC 
PRAYER 
CHAIN 
Is the Holy 
Spirit 
touching your 
heart 
regarding the 
Prayer Chain?  New leaders AND new members are needed 
to keep our PRAYER CHAIN going!  Participation is simple, but 
so very powerful!  The Bible says in Phil 4:6, “But in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let you request be 
known to God.”    Thank you to all of our current members for 
their commitment to prayer – to confidentiality, discretion, and 
listening to the Holy Spirit.   
How does it work?   
E-Mail Chain – Simply receive the email from the prayer chain 
leader and pray immediately.   
Have questions, want to join, or have a prayer request?  Prayer 
requests are confidential and may even be made anonymously.  
Feel free to contact the church office or 612-840-6308.  
 

 
 

 
We need your help to stay connected with 

everyone in our FL family! 
Nowadays, people change cell phone numbers and email 
addresses even less than their physical mailing addresses. After 
all, their email address and cell phone are how they communicate 
with and access the most important people (family, friends, 
coworkers) and things (banks, social networks, bills, etc.) in their 
life. We rely on them more than any other communication 
channel. So, we don’t change them much anymore. They are the 
new “home addresses.” 
 

Will you share your email address and cell phone # (and landline 
if you still have) with us please? We want to keep you updated 
and informed with all of our news and info. This will allow us to 
reach you in a cost effective and quick and easy way.  
 

To update any changes, please email your info to 
office@1stglencoe.org , or call the church office at (320) 864-
5522. Also, if you know of fellow family/friend members, please 
ask them to do the same. Your info will be kept securely and used 
only for FL communications. Thank you for your assistance! 

 

 
 
 

LUTHERAN NIGHT 
            at MN TWINS 

On August 12th, our community group enjoyed 
beautiful weather and a Twins win over the Kansas City Royals!  
Several from our group sang the National Anthem along with a 
large choir of other Lutherans.  Our group name also displayed on 
the scoreboard.  Thank you to everyone who joined us! 
 

 
 

 
FLAMES OF FAITH KIDS CLUB 
Flames of Faith Kids Club is the before 
and after school student care program 
at First Lutheran School. Your child 
does not have to be a member of FLS 
to participate. The morning session is 
from 6:30-7:30 AM and the afternoon session goes until 6:00 PM. 
Our program director and contact person is Madison Mathews. To 
register or for more information, you may contact Madison 
through the following contact information: 
 
1. FLS FAST DIRECT or Michelle Alsleben 320-864-3317 
2. Madison’s Personal Cell Number 320-298-2546 
3. EMAIL: flamesoffaith@1stglencoe.org 
4. Visit the church/school website at www.firstglencoe.org for 
more information or to register. 
5. Flames of Faith Kids Club Handbooks are available to pick up 
at each of the entrance stands. 

 
 

 

mailto:office@1stglencoe.org
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A MESSAGE OF HOPE 
HEARD ON THE 
LUTHERAN HOUR  
Hear the Good News of the Gospel on 
the Lutheran Hour each Sunday at 9:00 
am on KDUZ 1260 AM Radio. 
During the month of September, you 
will hear the following program topics on the 9:00 am broadcast: 
 
Sep 1 "The One" with Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael 
Zeigler. The Universe does not have a plan for your life--but God 
does! (Genesis 24:14) 
 

Sep 8 "Conditioned by the Unconditional" with Lutheran Hour 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. God's forgiving love for you in 
Christ is love that your accomplishments can't enhance and your 
failures can't diminish. (Genesis 25:23) 
 

Sep 15 "Bent Necks and a Better Brother" with Lutheran Hour 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. The Book of Genesis is no 
fairy tale. It depicts real people--people like us, with half-truths, 
crooked ways, and sore necks--but also the God Who created us 
and bears with us because He loves us. (Genesis 27:35-36) 
 

Sep 22 "All He Has to Say" with Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. 
Dr. Michael Zeigler. The story of Jacob's Ladder is not a prompt 
for us to climb higher; it's a promise that God comes down to our 
level. (Genesis 28:15) 
 

Sep 29 "Love at First Sight, Love That Lasts" with Guest 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Daniel Paavola. God loved us at first sight, 
from eternity. And He has given us Jesus so that we can know 
His love. (Genesis 29:20) 
 

Broadcast Sponsors Needed 

Thank you for your gifts and prayers in support of the KDUZ 

Lutheran Hour broadcast. We thank God for the broadcast 

opportunities He gives us and for your faithful support. Can you 

help us by sponsoring a broadcast for one of the following open 

dates? October 13th and 27th, November 3rd, 10th, and 17th, 

and December 15th and 29th. Contact Rich Streufert, 320-864-

6884, richstreufert@embarqmail.com to verify a broadcast date. 

The cost for sponsoring a 2024 broadcast is $96.00.  Checks 

should be made to: KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast. Send your 

checks to: KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast Supporters, % First 

Lutheran Church, 925 13th Street East, Glencoe, MN 55336  

Sponsor a Broadcast in 2025 

This fall the 2025 broadcast information is being sent to past 

sponsors – individuals, church groups, and congregations. 

Contact Rich Streufert, 320-864-6884, 

richstreufert@embarqmail.com to have the 2025 sponsor 

information sent to you. Thank you! 

Arli-Dazzle Parade Refreshment Booth 

The Glencoe Lutheran Hour Ministries Zone Board met on August 
12 at First Lutheran, Glencoe. The Zone Board is putting together 
info and working towards having a coffee, hot chocolate, and 
pastries refreshment booth from 10 am – 5 pm at the 2024 Arli-
Dazzle Parade in Arlington on Saturday, December 7. Are you 
interested and available to help? We are looking for additional 
help for setting up, serving, and take down. Proceeds will go to 
“The Church of the Lutheran Hour” congregation sign project for 
signs and posters inviting the unchurched to area LCMS 
churches. Call Mike Wilmsen, 507-380-4430 if you can help. 
Thanks! 

Our Mission 
Help us spread the Gospel message in the KDUZ Radio listening 
area. The KDUZ Radio Lutheran Hour broadcast is a 
congregational outreach ministry supporting The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod in this area. It is independently funded by 
generous Christians, church groups and congregations who want 
to spread the pure and powerful message of the Savior’s love in 
their communities.  
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season 

we will reap, if we do not give up. 

Galatians 6:9 ESV 
 
 

 

POLKA SERVICE 
It has been an ongoing annual tradition 
to host Chuck Thiel and the Jolly 
Ramblers at First Ev. Lutheran Church. 
From year to year, members eagerly 
anticipate the polka service.  
 

We’d like to express our sincere gratitude to  
the members of our congregation for their generous contributions. 
This event would not be possible without your support and 
generosity! 
 
 

We ask that you prayerfully consider making a contribution to 
ensure that this tradition continues for years to come! You can do 
so by noting “Polka Service” and the dollar amount on your 
offering envelope, mailing a check to the church office, or making 
a payment online via the website www.firstglencoe.org . Please 
contact the church office with any questions. 
 

 
E-GIVING 
Members and Visitors – 
We thank all givers for 
supporting our mission with your gifts. For those who choose to 
give electronically, in just seconds you can make weekly offering 
contributions or pay for events/activities. E-Giving allows you to 
give anytime and anywhere, donate to your favorite funds, and 
make your gifts recurring. You can give via a smartphone app, 
texting, or online. 
 

Vanco Mobile Faith – Mobile App (purple V logo)      
Text $ (your $ amount) to 855-976-9619   
Give online via www.firstglencoe.org 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
mailto:richstreufert@embarqmail.com
mailto:richstreufert@embarqmail.com
http://www.firstglencoe.org/
http://www.firstglencoe.org/
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√ Thrivent Choice  –  Thank you Thrivent members for 
continuing to designate your Choice $.  This past month, we 
received $37 for FLC and $104 for FLS.  We also received a 
charitable Giving Grant of $650!   Visit (www.Thrivent.com/choice) 
or phone 1-800-847-4836 and say “Choice Dollars.”  Have your 
Thrivent ID# handy. You can phone Mon – Friday from 7 am to 6 
pm.  If you would like assistance, please contact Cindy or the 
church office.  
 

√ Thrivent Action Teams – A Thrivent Action Team is a simple, 
flexible way for you to bring people together to make a positive 
difference…..you might hold a fundraiser, conduct a service 
activity, or hold an educational event.  Each year, every Thrivent 
member has (2) Action Teams to use!  
 

We are grateful to several congregation members for gifting 
their Thrivent Action teams to us.  An Action Team will be 
used toward outdoor flower expenses. 
 

Visit Thrivent.com/actionteam to complete an online application 
(minimum 3 weeks before your event).  If you are unable to make 
your request via computer, you can phone Thrivent and make 
your request via Customer Service – call 1-800-847-4836. 
 

When your project is approved, Thrivent will provide resources 
(Action Team Kit) to help plan the event, promotional items 
(including Thrivent T-shirts to increase your visibility), and seed 
money to cover promotional and material expenses ($250 
Community Impact Card).    
 

EVERY Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Action Teams per 
calendar year.   
 

 IF YOU”RE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR ACTION TEAMS, 
PLEASE LET CINDY OR THE OFFICE KNOW!  All Thrivent 
members again have 2 Action Teams!   Involve others – it’s all 
about your friends, family and community coming together to 
make a positive impact!   
 

√ Facebook page for Thrivent Network – Be sure to check out 
and “Like” to stay updated on exciting new opportunities and 
newly created events! 
 

√ Thrivent Member Network - Twin Cities Region works hard 
to create fun and educational content that you can engage in from 
the comfort of your own home.  There are also some great on-
demand webinars (variety of topics) that you can view anytime.  
Guests are welcome! Please feel free to share these events with 
your friends, family, and community.  See all the info and 
resources at:  https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-
network/twin-cities/       
 

Money Canvas – Free Virtual Money Coaching 
 

“The Washington Update” with Jeff Bush – Virtual – Oct 1 – 
see times 
 
Maximize Social Security Benefits – Virtual – Oct 29 – see 
times 

November Market & Economic Update – Virtual – Nov 19 – see 
times 
 

Cindy Eggersgluess – 612-840-6308 / 
eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com –  Your Congregational Volunteer 

 
 

STORIES OF FAITH 

The Public Relations (PR) Team invites members to share their 
stories related to situations or events in which they experience 

God’s love and providential care. 
 

Cindy Eggersgluess 
612-840-6308 

eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com 
 

       
 

 

 
Homegrown! It’s a Good Thing! 
The Farm to School Dept of Ag grant monies are used to 
purchase locally grown and raised foods (beef, pork, poultry, 
eggs, vegetables, fruits) for our school lunch program.  
If you have garden extras, consider freezing it and donating for 
use during the school year.   Examples might be sliced apples, 
shredded zucchini, diced rhubarb, green beans, etc.  Please 
measure and mark in freezer bags.  
Do you have a favorite MN grown food menu item?  Share 
your recipe with us and we’ll invite you to lunch that day!  We 
need your ideas! 
If anyone would like to help or has any questions, please reach 
out to First Lutheran School Secretary Michelle Alsleben at 864-
3317 or Program Coordinator Cindy Eggersgluess at 612-840-
6308 or eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com. We look forward to 
continuing this “Good Thing! 
 
 
 

http://www.thrivent.com/choice
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
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To ensure your prayer request is included 
in our weekly bulletin notes and the prayers 
of the church during Sunday worship 
services, please contact the office by 4:00 
PM on Thursdays.  

 

RADIO BROADCAST of 
First Lutheran Services 
Sponsoring a Radio Broadcast is a 
wonderful opportunity to remember a 
loved one or honor a special event or 
person. The cost of sponsoring a 
Broadcast on KDUZ Radio is $200 for a monthly service. We 
have also started booking into 2025. Please contact the Church 
office for more info or to schedule a broadcast. 
 
 

 

VOTERS’ MEETING 
A Quarterly Voters' Assembly  
Meeting will be held on Monday,  
September 30th at 7:00 PM in the  
Church Fellowship Center. All First  
Ev. Lutheran Church members age  
18 and older are encouraged to attend.  
 

This is an opportunity for our congregation members to be heard, 
please prayerfully consider attending this and all Voters' 
Assemblies. YOU, the “Voters” have the final say after 
recommendations come through the Boards and Church Council.  
 

Because all of the Staff, Boards, and Committees report their 
activities, it's an excellent way for everyone to keep in touch with 
our Congregation's happenings.  
 

 
 

 

Recycle Your Old Printer 
Cartridges 
Are you aware that there is a Drop Off Box at 
FL (main entry area) for empty printer 
cartridges?    Many used OEM cartridges (not 
remanufactured) can be recycled and sold 
again.  We recently utilized a company called TonerBuyer.com 
which paid us $48.75 cash for select cartridges.   They currently 
accept the following brands…..Brother, Canon, Dell, HP, IBM, 
Lexmark, Okidata,  Samsung, and Xerox.   If we receive cartridge 
models that are not accepted, we will bring them to the McLeod 
County Recycling Center in Hutchinson. 
 

 

 
 
 

Summaries from Our Boards and Committees 
 

Church Council | August 15th 
A Motion was made by Kari 
Nikolaisen, seconded by Sue 
Schultz to approve the Pastor 
Call Committee’s request for a 
“Special Voters” meeting to call 
an Associate Pastor to be set 
for Wednesday, August 28, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.  Motion passes. 
Endowment Committee recommendation was discussed on 
whether or not FLC wants to continue with the KDUZ radio 
broadcasts.  Church Council Members were asked to take this 
back to their Boards for discussion and comments and to bring 
the comments back to the September Church Council Meeting. 
First Lutheran School is all set for the new school year with 149 
students enrolled and the first day of school set for August 27, 
2024. 
 

Christian Education Board | August 13th 
The Sunday School Carnival will be held on Sunday September 
8th between services. The first day of Sunday School will be 
Sunday September 15th. The Sunday School offerings will be 
going to Heifer International again this year. 
 
Day School Board  | August 6th   
No Summary Submitted 
 
Board of Deacons  |  August 1st   
No Summary Submitted 
 
Board of Evangelism  | August 1st   
No Summary Submitted 
 
Board of Stewardship  | August 6th  
No Summary Submitted 
 
Board of Trustees  |  August 5th   
No Summary Submitted 
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Money Challenge 
Day 1 Money Challenge: Spend time in prayer. Pray that God will give you the courage to have the discussions that 
need to take place and to make the decisions that need to be made. Pray that God will show you where you can be 
generous. Do you accept the challenge?  
Day 2 Money Challenge: Consider what generosity has meant to you. We have all been the recipients of another’s 
generosity. Take a moment to consider what it meant to you to be the recipient of that generosity. Answer these 
questions: Who gave? What did they give? How did it make you feel?  
Day 3 Money Challenge: Have a generosity conversation. If you are married, this needs to be with your spouse. If you 
are not married, make sure it is with someone who is close to you and knows you well. Discuss God’s design for 
money. Discuss the three-step formula. Finally, ask that person if they are willing to do the challenges with you. 
Day 4 Money Challenge: Reflect on God's generosity. Read Isaiah 53. Consider what His generosity means for your 
generosity. 
Day 5 Money Challenge: Read Matthew 25:14-30. Take out a pen and paper and jot down what Jesus is teaching in 
the Parable of the Talents. Write down what God is impressing on your heart as it relates to your finances. 
Day 6 Money Challenge:  Give a gift to a friend or spouse.  Think of something that they would uniquely appreciate.  It 
doesn't necessarily have to cost anything. Be creative and thoughtful. 
Day 7 Money Challenge: Spend some time with the most generous person you know. Share a meal or have a cup of 
coffee. Let them know in advance that you want to learn how to be more generous. Treat it like an interview. Ask 
questions and just listen. Soak in their words. 
Day 8 Money Challenge: It's time to take off. Set yourself up to have at least 1 percent from your gross monthly pay 
given away. I recommend that you start with your local church. Remember, consider making it automatic. 
Day 9 Money Challenge:  Write 2 Corinthians 9:7 on a note card and put it on your bathroom mirror.  Let it remind you 
how giving should occur for each of us.  Pray that God can make you a cheerful giver.  We save wisely so we can give 
joyfully. 
Day 10 Money Challenge: Put others first, literally.  Next time you are in line, let the person behind you go first. And if 
you have the opportunity, hold the door for someone, making sure that they enter through the doorway ahead of you. 
Day 11 Money Challenge: Determine how much you need for your emergency (3-6 months) savings account.  If you 
have kids, I recommend landing on an amount that is closer to the six-month mark. 
Day 12 Money Challenge: Set up your emergency savings account. Find an account that requires a very small 
minimum balance to avoid any fees. Place the minimum amount in it to get started. Then, set up a monthly transfer 
from your checking to your savings. 
Day 13 Money Challenge: Find out how much you need for retirement.  There are plenty of great retirement 
calculators available online, like the one on BankRate.com.  Enter the necessary information to determine where you 
currently stand with your retirement savings.  Next, determine how much you will need to start setting aside to retire 
comfortably at age 65. 
Day 14 Money Challenge: Set up your retirement account.  If your company offers one, talk to your Human 
Resources office and get enrolled.  If they don't offer one, set up a low-cost Roth IRA.  Start working toward your 15 
percent goal. 
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Money Challenge 
Day 15 Money Challenge: Understand where you stand globally.  On the Internet, look up national GDP (Gross 
Domestic Product) rankings.  It is a measure of national wealth.  Pick out a country toward the bottom third.  Spend 
some time learning about the people of that country and praying for them. 
Day 16 Money Challenge: Ask yourself the question, "How / much should I keep?"  If you are married, this would be a 
great conversation topic with your spouse. Consider when enough will be enough for you. 
Day 17 Money Challenge: Look for an opportunity to help someone in need.  Ask, “Is there anything I can do for 
you?"  And help them. Generous people do not wait for opportunities to come to them. They seek out ways to bless 
people.  
Day 18 Money Challenge: Be generous with your home. Invite your friends over for a meal. If you are tight on cash, 
do a potluck. Ask everyone to bring an entrée, side dish, or dessert. 
Day 19 Money Challenge: Plan a "free" weekend. Figure out how to make it through the weekend without spending a 
single penny. For food, only use what you have in your home prior to Friday afternoon. Get creative and have fun! 
Day 20 Money Challenge: Be thankful and strategic. Consider where you live and your primary mode of 
transportation. Write down five reasons you are thankful for each. Next, write down three ways you can leverage your 
residence and mode of transportation for God's mission. 
Day 21 Money Challenge: Give your stuff away. Identify items you have not used for three years.  Give or donate the 
items to an individual or organization that can use them. 
Day 22 Money Challenge: Speaking of the Joneses, introduce yourself to a neighbor whom you have not met. Be 
sure to bring with you cookies or some type of small gift. 
Day 23 Money Challenge:  Map out your debt-free plan.  Write down all of your debts.  Using the Snowball Method, 
create a plan to pay off your debt. Mark down the order in which you will knock out those debts. 
Day 24 Money Challenge:  Tell someone, “Thank you.”  Identify someone who has been generous to you.  Give them 
a call.  Let them know what they mean to you and how truly grateful you are for them. 
Day 25 Money Challenge:  Create a budget.  Do some dreaming and scheming.  Figure out what areas you can 
reduce or cut to alight with the “Give Generously, Save Wisely, Live Appropriately” formula. 
Day 26 Money Challenge:  Identify something you can do for others for free.  Then, offer it to someone.  Maybe it’s 
babysitting.  Maybe it’s mowing the lawn.  Maybe it’s providing consulting in your area of expertise.  Be generous with 
your time and talent. 
Day 27 Money Challenge:  Get to know your financial personality.  Are you a spender, saver, planner, avoider, or 
other?  Write down some characteristics that you feel define your financial personality.  Write the strengths and 
weaknesses of each characteristic.  If you are married, have a discussion about them with your spouse at a coffee 
shop.  Try to keep the conversation light-hearted. 
Day 28 Money Challenge:  Give your spouse access to all of your accounts.  Sometimes this may mean adding them 
to the account.  Other times, this may simply mean giving them the username and password for online access.  Make 
each account “our” account, not “my” account. 
Day 29 Money Challenge:  Help someone who, in your opinion, doesn’t deserve it.  And it doesn’t have to be financial 
help.  Try to identify a need they have and help them with it.  If you can’t spot a need, write them an encouraging note. 
Day 30 Money Challenge:  Living generously is not just about money.  Live openhandedly with every resource God 
has given you.  Always remember, God designed us not to be hoarders, but conduits through which His generosity 
flows. 
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