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CHURCH AND SCHOOL
Consider, for a moment, your hands. Aren’t they wonderful gifts
from God? What would your life be like if you didn’t have your
hands? Sometimes they may be painful to you. Sometimes they
may not do what you want them to, what you expect them to. But
they are yours and you are much better off with them than
without them. They are yours; parts of you unified as one body.

Now, please consider your fellow church members of
First Evangelical Lutheran Church. What particular strengths do
you see among the people here? What do you like about them?
Think about these people around you. Like your hands, or your
knees, or your ankles, they are a part of you. You are a part
of them. We are all parts of the body of Christ. He is our head.
Just as your hands, knees, and ankles are gifts to you, gifts from
God, so are the people around you gifts from God. At times, they
may be very pleasant gifts from God. At other times, like
your hands or your knees or other body parts, they may be
difficult or painful to you. Like your hands, they may not always do
what you want them to. But you know what? They're still part of
you. Just like your hands and your knees and your ankles, you
are much better off with them than without them. They enable
Christ to accomplish things that you could not do without them.
They are yours; you are theirs, parts unified and growing together
as one body, the body of Christ, the church.

This, basically, is the message that Paul has for us in
Ephesians chapter 4. He has just spent three chapters of this
book captivating the Christians in the city of Ephesus with all the
amazing things that Christ has done for them. Paul
has proclaimed to them that Christ has planned for them to be His
even since before the creation of the world, and the apostle
comforts them with that thought. Christ has saved them by His
gracious intervention on the cross and by His glorious
resurrection. He is risen! He made them alive when they were
dead. He has given them these amazing gifts in Holy Baptism.
And God has given those same amazing gifts to you and me
today!

Baptism is the place where God has connected us to
one another in His body, the Church. In fact, you're not only
connected with your fellow Christians today, but your fellow
believers from all times and places, even with those Ephesian
Christians to whom Paul first wrote this letter.

In this letter of encouragement Paul tells them to live
lives worthy of the calling they had received (Eph. 4:1).

In other words, Paul wants them to live a life of love, of
peace, of humbleness, gentleness, and patience. These are the
things that the Holy Spirit will continue to give to us as we stay
united together in God’s Word. If on the other hand, we neglect
these things, and don’t want to live at peace with one another, to
love one another, then the unity of the Spirit will fade away. Paul's
deep desire was for them and for all believers everywhere to be
united.

Here’s what that unity looks like: In Verse 2 he says, “Be
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one
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another in love.” That's what unity does. He goes on in the next
verse: “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace.” Paul wants them to experience peace and
oneness. Then he continues: “There is one body and one Spirit-
just as you were called to one hope when you were called- one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, Who is
over all and through all and in all.”

That’s unity- a group of people who bear with each other in love, a
group of people where there is one hope, one faith, and one Lord
and Savior.

Yes, God uses us to build up His church on earth. He
does this as we come together and invite others to gather with us
around the Gospel. We come together for worship, for Bible
studies, for Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, like we had
last month, and more.

Each of us here at First Lutheran, no matter how big or
small, young or seasoned, is an important part of the body of
Christ. Like your hands and your knees and your ankles your
fellow Christians are God’s gift to you, and you are part of God'’s
gift to them. We need each other. We are much better off with
each other than without each other! God has brought us all
together through our Baptism to be His people here at First
Lutheran, to support one another and to reach out with His love to
all, until at last He guides us into His awesome and eternal
presence in heaven! Until then, we are growing together in our
faith united by Christ, our head and our Savior! Amen!

~In Christ, Pastor Dan Welch

//////////////////////////////////////////////

ELDERS
: DEACONS

. Sunday Aug 4
8:00 AM — Dean Scheele / Fritz Schulz
10:30 AM — Dan Nikolaisen / Mark Schmidt

\ Sunday Aug 11

8:00 AM — Mark Schmidt / Mike Cisewski
10:30 AM — Will Freberg / Jon Lemke

\\f Sunday Aug 18

8:00 AM - David Polzin / Dean Dahlke

v 10:30 AM — Justin Petterson / Jon Lemke

Sunday Aug 25
8:00 AM — Brian Grochow / Doug Dahlke

«10:30 AM — Will Freberg / Jason Oelfke



Your faithful service is what continues
to make First Lutheran Church a
» wonderful place to worship, fellowship

Acotyte

~ and serve together! Minis*try
. Sunday August 4 8:00 AM - TBD
: 10:30 AM - Kate Grimm
“ Sunday August 11 8:00 AM - TBD
) 10:30 AM- Kate Grimm

Sunday August 18 8:00 AM - TBD
N 10:30 AM-TBD
. Sunday August 25 8:00 AM - Gemma Goff

10:30 AM- Amelia Grimm

Confirmation Parent/Catechumen Information Meeting
Wednesday, September 4t @

7pm all parents of students in

grades 5-8 who will be SEPT ER

participating in our Catechesis 1

(Confirmation) program for the I s
10 ]

2024-2025 school year AND the ]
students themselves should be in S
attendance in the Fellowship Center of the church.

Schedules, expectations, policies, and registration forms will be
shared.

FROM THE DCE DESK........

August! How did that happen already? Parents may be ready to
send kids back into the classroom, teachers may be lamenting
their all-too-short planning time (while trying to get SOME
recuperation in), students may be filled with a mixture of
apprehension of a new setting with new rules and maybe even
some new faces, and yet, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Some things are
constants—very few, but some.

The theme for the 2024-2025 school year AND the
theme for the 2025 National Youth Gathering in New Orleans,
Louisiana is from Hebrews 12:1-3: “Therefore, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated
at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured
from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not
grow weary or fainthearted” (emphasis mine).

When we face all the new things a new school year
brings, we are beefing up our endurance. According to the Oxford
Language Dictionary, endure means to “suffer (something painful
or difficult) patiently” or to “remain in existence; [to] last.” We at
First Lutheran Church and School pray this school year isn't too
painful or too difficult, but we know that challenges lead to growth
and growth is a good thing! In Paul’s letter to the Romans he puts
it this way: “Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing

that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put
us to shame, because God'’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (5:3-5).

As we raise the next generation, we know that they will
face trials in this growingly hostile culture; turn on any news
program and we are reminded of this constantly. Training up
Godly young men and women while realizing we don’t even fully
grasp the challenges and trials they will face can be daunting,
more than that—it can be downright terrifying. BUT (and this is a
BIG but) Jesus speaks to us in His Holy Word about just this kind
of thing. “I [Jesus] have said these things to you, that in me you
may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take
heart; | have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

So how do we know that we are preparing our youth to
“take heart"? We send them to schools where they spend the
majority of their waking hours during their formative years learning
not only the tools needed to be successful, competent members
of society, but also the Good News of Jesus Christ. We bring
(sometimes drag) them to the pew on Sunday mornings, joyfully
attending the Divine Service where we receive God’s good gifts
that allow us to get through another week of trials, we send them
to youth events like BLAZE (grades 5-8), IMPACT (grades 9-12),
the National Youth Gathering, and yes, even Sunday School
(ages 2 and up) because we know that when they face what this
world has to tempt them with they will then have a firm foundation
of faith, knowing that they serve a God who is greater than this
world. By providing the next generation with the tools they need
we can eagerly await the day when we are greeted with the words
“Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21b).

So, yes, August is here. And we march on, prepared to
do all we can to equip our youth with everything they may need to
ENDURE. Amen.

<>< To God be the Glory,

Deaconess Megan Polzin, DCE

Vacation Bible

CELERRATE

School 2024:
Celebrate the °
Savior—Jesus the SaUlOf
Gives Me Joy! Jesus Gives Us Joy

This year our

congregation (and the 52 volunteers for VBS) were JOYFUL to be
blessed with the opportunity to Celebrate the Savior, Jesus with
56 young souls! Out of those wonderful children, 30% were
nonmembers. 5% of the children’s families expressed interest in
attending, or becoming members, of First Lutheran Church. In
addition, though 56% were already enrolled at First Lutheran
School, 9% desired more information about enrolling! This is
AWESOME! Vacation Bible School is just one way our
congregation reaches out into our community and invites families
into our doors. God is and will continue to work through these
outreach opportunities to grow and shape His Church on this
earth, and how amazing is it that we get to be a part of that?!



The Christian Board of Education, and specifically
Deaconess Megan Polzin, would like to thank all the volunteers,
donors, and those who supported this event in fervent prayer.
Without coming together as a church family, events such as these
simply couldn’t happen. One can't help but think of Paul's words
as he wrote to the Philippians, “I thank my God in all my
remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all
making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now. And | am sure of this, that he
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the
day of Jesus Christ” (1:3-6).

As God continues to shape and grow that good work in
our church, we look forward to o
2025 where we will take our
congregation’s precious
children, and children from
our wider community, on
an EPIC ADVENTURE into
the Australian Outback!
Praise be to God for these
opportunities to share His
Good News with a world that
so desperately needs to hear it!

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these™
(Matthew 19:14). We are quickly approaching the start of another
school year, which also means the start of another year of
Sunday School where the Lord’s precious children are fostered
and encouraged in their growing faith! If you taught last year and
would like to continue, or if you are new to the game and wish to
volunteer your time and energy to sharing the Good News of
Jesus Christ with children aged 2 through high school, please let
Deaconess Megan Polzin know about your commitment no later
than August 11t. Thank you so much for considering service to
your church family in this way.

FIRST
LUTHERAN

CHURCH AND SCHOOL

-----
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Please plan to join us on Sunday, September 8t for the kickoff of
our 2024-25 Sunday School year. Students can enjoy a few
carnival games, parents can register their children for classes,
and also experience some fun/fellowship! All Sunday School
registration will be completed digitally, so if
you are unable to attend you can still register
by using this form (link:
https://forms.gle/fessmPZNhoYCERDXz6) or
scanning this QR code.

~

Kettle Corn Youth Fundraiser Sign-Up is OPEN!
The youth of First Lutheran have been provided with the
opportunity to raise funds for the National Youth Gathering and
Servant Event trips by popping kettle corn for Drock Kettle Corn at
the Minnesota Renaissance Festival. Youth grades 9-12 can earn
$15/hour directly into their youth accounts.

Parents of youth are also able to pick up

shifts to earn money for their child’s

account. Any youth younger than 9t grade

must work with an adult (or speak with

Deaconess Polzin for permission to work

without a parent). Check out the Sign-Up

Genius for dates/times (QR to the side or

link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4CA5AD29A5F8C25-
8794765-renfest#/) and contact Deaconess Megan Polzin with
any questions or concerns.

[How God Builds His Church

Saturday, September 14th - 10-Noon ik
An event for men of all ages /

Lumber & LEGOS

Calling men of all ages! Join us at First Evangelical Lutheran
Church on Saturday, September 14th from 10am-Noon for a time
of manly fellowship and a dive into the kind of man God uses to
build His church. Refreshments will be served.

To save your seat please use this QR code or
type the link directly into your browser:
https://forms.gle/EF7vpgYzBi9SFWDQS. If you
have questions or issues registering, please
contact Deaconess Megan Pozin at 320-854-1204.

IMPORTANT YOUTH
MEETING

It's time to officially sign up to
attend the 2025 National Youth
Gathering! In addition, we will
host a meeting for info regarding E '\I D U R E
the Youth Fundraiser selling

Gertens Fall Mums on Sunday, August 4t at 5:30pm @ the
Lighthouse. If you have ANY thoughts about attending the National
Youth Gathering or one of the upcoming youth events, please be
there at 5:30pm (2nd floor above Temple Cleaners downtown). All
those who are not planning to attend the Gathering will be dismissed
and then we will share updated information about registering for NYG
2025 and provide updated info on additional fundraisers. If for any
reason you can’t come (parent and youth) please text Megan at 952-
232-9844.




Women'’s Bible Study—

Save the Date(s)!

Starting Tuesday, September 17t
Women’s Bible Study will be kicking off
our next Bible Study a “Life of Jesus”
series study (published by Concordia
Publishing House) with 12 lessons about the Parables. We will
cover some of the more well known and loved parables such as
The Good Samaritan (my favorite) and The Prodigal Son, as well
as a few of the lesser-known ones. We will meet Tuesdays at
either 9am or 8pm (taking a break for Thanksgiving week) until
December 17t. All study materials will be copied/distributed by
the church and there is no cost for this study! If you have
questions, please contact Deaconess Megan Polzin.

Saturday, October 26t the Christian Board of Education will be
hosting a Trunk or Treat as a fun community-outreach oriented
event. ”

***Anyone willing to decorate a vehicle/trunk can
register online by using this QR code or by typing
in the direct link:
https://forms.qgle/rTug4F8drvW34kdQ9.
***Anyone willing to donate candy for distributing during the event
can bring it into Deaconess Megan Polzin’s office any time during
September/October.

***Anyone who MAY want to host a trunk, but they don’t have
decorations/candy should STILL register using the link above and
the Christian Board of Education will JOYFULLY provide you with
decorations and/or candy! LET'S FILL THIS PARKING LOT with
members of our congregational family who will shine Christ's love
in the midst of a dark world!

YouthLYMPICS

Unfortunately, due to several churches having unforeseen
scheduling conflicts, the YouthLMPICS that were originally
scheduled for Saturday, August 10t have been
\" "’ postponed until the summer of 2025. Next
-

summer youth from up to 8 surrounding
sy congregations will be converging on the First
Lutheran Church campus to compete in
outrageous games for glory and bragging rights. Members will be
welcome to come take in the sights of Spam
Eating Contests, Flipper/Fin Shuttle Races,
Inflatable Unicorn Obstacle Course, and
even Synchronized Swimming in kiddie pools!
We look forward to next summer when we will be able to come
together to cheer on our youth!

FALL MUMS FUNDRAISER

The Youth Group of First Lutheran is happy to announce we will
be selling Gertens Fall Mums! Gertens mums are known around
the Twin Cities as being : :
some of the best Fall
plants around and they
are now available to
you! Ordering will be
open from August 1st
through August 22nd
(10pm). No late orders will be permitted since the online “store”
will digitally close at 10pm. You will order directly online by going
to www.gertensfundraising.com (or scan the QR code) and
entering Store ID # 1019. All orders (which must be made/paid for
online) will be available for pickup at the church on Monday,
September 16th between 3-6pm. If you need your flowers

i 20 delivered, please speak directly to the youth

<\ dt). from whom you order. Additional plants MAY
' be available for purchase on September 22nd
'Z-' o "- oo (before/after services) but we cannot

@ |.| n‘q!_'.

guarantee this, so please get your orders in
during the month of August!

M Please Join Our Prayer Chain
PRAYER P
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Prayer Chain? New leaders AND new members are needed
to keep our PRAYER CHAIN going! Participation is simple, but
so very powerfull The Bible says in Phil 4:6, “But in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let you request be
known to God.” Thank you to all of our current members for
their commitment to prayer — to confidentiality, discretion, and
listening to the Holy Spirit.

How does it work?

E-Mail Chain — Simply receive the email from the prayer chain
leader and pray immediately.

Have questions, want to join, or have a prayer request? Prayer
requests are confidential and may even be made anonymously.
Feel free to contact the church office or 612-840-6308.

First Edition Book Club will meet on
'_| m I Rigsby by author Kathy Herman. First

First Edition Book Club
Monday, September 16t at 7:00 PM. The
group will discuss the book: Poor Mrs.
Edition book club reads Christian fiction books and welcomes
interested women to join in the discussion.



EXTRA GARDEN PRODUCE’?

If you have extra garden produce that
you would like to share, bring it to
Sunday services and drop it at the
table in the main entry. If any is left
over, it will be taken to the McLeod
Emergency Food Shelf.

Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee will soon be
recruiting new board members for all of our
Church Boards. These positions are to serve
' two-year terms beginning January 1, 2025.

| Please prayerfully consider sharing your time
and talents within our Congregation. If you

228 know you'd like to join or know a person you
thlnk may be good for one of the Boards, please contact the
office.

FLAMES OF FAITH KIDS CLUB
Flames of Faith Kids Club is the before
and after school student care program
at First Lutheran School. Your child
does not have to be a member of FLS
to participate. The morning session is
from 6:30-7:30 AM and the afternoon session goes until 6:00 PM.
Our program director and contact person is Madison Mathews. To
register or for more information, you may contact Madison
through the following contact information:

1. FLS FAST DIRECT or Michelle Alsleben 320-864-3317

2. Madison'’s Personal Cell Number 320-298-2546

3. EMAIL: flamesoffaith@1stglencoe.org

4. Visit the church/school website at www.firstglencoe.org for
more information or to register.

5. Flames of Faith Kids Club Handbooks are available to pick up
at each of the entrance stands.

M F[amesg
O'Faijh,

Library News:

Book of the Month

“Jesus Said What?” by Christopher
M. Kennedy

Here is an excerpt from the book:
“Jesus doesn't always tell us what
we want to hear but, He always tells
us what we need to hear. Through
his words in the Bible, He is speaking to you and me just as much
as He was speaking to His original hearers. The God of the
universe did not have to communicate with us. He chose to. He
chose to take on human flesh and speak into our lives. Even the
hard words are a gift given to us in love.”

Lutheran Hour Topics

for August

Hear the Good News of the
Gospel on the Lutheran Hour
each Sunday at 9:00 am on
KDUZ 1260 AM Radio.

During the month of August,
you will hear the following
program topics on the 9:00 am
broadcast:

LUTHERAN HOUR
MINISTRIES

Aug 4 "Jesus' Resurrection: God's Public Guarantee” with a
message by former Lutheran Hour Speaker Rev. Dr. Gregory
Seltz during Archives August: A crucified Savior, a resurrected,
living Lord: the public guarantee of God, at work in the world for
you. (1 Corinthians 15:17-19)

Aug 11 "God's Peacemakers for a Troubled World" with a
message by former Lutheran Hour Speaker Rev. Dr. Gregory
Seltz during Archives August: Don't let anger, disagreement, and
stress damage your relationships. Hear how God changes
troublemakers into peacemakers. (Philippians 4:4-13)

Aug 18 "The Child Glad to Be Born" with a message by former
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer during Archives

August: The Child Who wanted to be born can make you glad to

be alive! That joy for living comes when you hear His story. (Luke
2)

Aug 25 "When the Monsters Come" with a message by former
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer during Archives
August: We can never be too vigilant against the devil's attacks
but in Christ we can always be confident that the victory is ours.
(Job 40:15-41:34)

Help us spread the Gospel message in the KDUZ Radio listening
area. The KDUZ Radio Lutheran Hour broadcast is a
congregational outreach ministry supporting The Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod in this area. It is independently funded by
generous Christians, church groups and congregations who want
to spread the pure and powerful message of the Savior’s love in
their communities. The cost for sponsoring a broadcast is $96.00.
Please contact Rich Streufert, KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast
Supporters, at 320-864-6884 or e-mail
richstreufert@embargmail.com to verify a Sunday broadcast date
you would like to sponsor (before you send a contribution).
Sponsors are needed for October 13, and October 27, November
3, November 10, and November 17. Checks should be made to
“KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast”. Send your checks to: KDUZ
Lutheran Hour Broadcast Supporters, % First Lutheran Church,
925 13th Street E, Glencoe, MN 55336.

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due
season we will reap, if we do not give up.
Galatians 6:9 ESV


https://www.lhm.org/about/seltzbio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/seltzbio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/seltzbio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/seltzbio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/meyerbio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/meyerbio.asp

:“I Luthearan Women in Missiaon

Lutheran Women’s Missionary Leaque

Rosie Karg Elected
Congratulations to Rosie Karg who was elected to serve on the
Minnesota South District Nominating Committee at the LWML
district convention at Mayo Clinic Health System Event Center,
Mankato.

Minnesota South District LWML Convention
Rosie Karg and Glenda Schuft served as First Evangelical
Lutheran Voting Delegates at the June 20-24 district LWML
Convention. The district mission goal for the next two years is
$270,000. The “mite” offerings of First Evangelical will help fund
that goal. Missions to be funded include:

o Bibles and Catechisms for Haitian Students — Lutheran
Mission Association

o Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School, Northrop, MN

e  Food for Seminary Students Food Co-op, Fort Wayne,
IN

e Minnesota South District Student Aid Scholarships

o  Computers for Bible Translation — Lutheran Bible
Translators

e  GenConnect: Second Generation Mission Outreach, St.
Michael Lutheran, Bloomington

o  Cornerstone Lutheran Hmong Church Plant, Concordia,
St. Paul

e  Knowing Christ's Love Amid Visual Darkness — Lutheran
Braille Workers

o Nigerian Seminary Tuition Assistance — Jonathan Ekong
Memorial Seminary, Nigeria

o  Support for Faith-Based Transitional Housing — The
Dwelling Place, MN

o  Ministry Scholarships for Shepherd’s Canyon Retreats —
Arizona

o Theological Training for Hmong Leaders in Southeast
Asia, Hmong International Mission

Mission Outreach for the Communities of Austin and Brownsdale,
MN

Happy August birthday to Lutheran Women in
Mission honorary members Harriett Bergs and
Ruth Karg. Also belated July birthday to
honorary member Helen Becker. (So sorry we
missed your name last month, Helen.) A $5
gift to LWML Mission Grants “Mites” have
been given in your honor.

| Trust When Dark My Road -
A Lutheran View of Depression
Rev. Dr. Todd Peperkorn

“It was Good Friday . . .but it was not
good for me . . . | found myself
contemplating my own death . ..
Contemplating, planning, expecting to
die, if not that day, then very soon.”

I Trust When Dark My Road
A LutheranVietg of Defression

The disease of depression can strike
anyone, even a Christian. Treating
depression often requires more than
spiritual care. Dr. Peperkorn details not
only his depression but also his family
history, his years at the Seminary, and his particular personality.
He uses his story to discuss medication, counseling, anxiety and
the stigma of depression.

In spite of Dr. Peperkorn’s struggle with the darkness and despair
of clinical depression, he was able to find hope in the Savior who

died and rose for him. He spends a great deal of time discussing

the importance of Baptism as part of the treatment that pulled him
back from the brink of despair and suicide.

The free audio version of “| Trust When Dark My Road” is
available at https://issuesetc.org. Type the title into the search
box. The 59-page print version is also free. You can find it at

www.lcms.org.

Some Bible Verses About GOD’S PROTECTION:

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and
are safe. Proverbs 18:10

You will be secure, because there is hope; you will look about you
and take your rest in safety. You will lie down, with no one to
make you afraid, and many will court your favor. Job 11:18-19

The Lord will keep you from all harm — He will watch over your
life; the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and
forevermore. Psalm 121:7-8

The Lord is my light and my salvation — whom shall | fear? Psaim
27:1

Mat-Makers
Mat-Makers meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month. The
group enjoys the fellowship and God-pleasing-purpose in crafting
sleeping mats for His dear children who need a place to sleep.

Tuesday August 13 — Roll call “Tell us about going to the county
fair.”

Tuesday August 27 - Roll call “What do you like about First
Evangelical Lutheran.”

All are welcomed to come. There are a variety of steps and a
variety of skill-levels in making a mat. We'll help you learn the
steps and find the job that’s right for you!



http://www.lcms.org/

MARY MARTHA ALTAR

GUILD Altar? Guﬂji
The Mary Martha Altar Guild will be N ':H:'
meeting on Monday, September 9, 2024 N
starting at 7:00 PM. We welcome new

members to join us. No special talents are required. Just a
willingness to share your time, talents, and treasures. Members
are scheduled to work one month throughout the year. You will
never work alone; you will be working with 2 or 3 others during the
month. We also try to meet four times a year as a group (Jan,
May, Sept, and Nov or Dec). If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact Charleen Engelmann or leave a message with
the church office.

THANK YOU to the FLC member (who wishes to remain
anonymous) who graciously donated to the Altar Guild a winning
bid, from the FLS Silent Auction, for a 3-month subscription of
flower arrangements once-a-month in July, August and
September from Belle Lake Blooms. We are grateful for sharing
your generosity with our congregation members and guests!

COMMON CUP MINISTRY

Common Cup Ministry (CCM) Is in need of a representative to
serve on the CCM Representative Council from First Lutheran
Church.

Common Cup Representatives attend a monthly noon one-hour
meeting to hear what is happening with CCM, what the current
needs are, and to share anything from their congregation.

This person would assist with collecting items needed for the
community distributions that CCM hosts. These include school
supplies, coats and winter gear, diapers, and food for the
Weekend Food Program.

For more information contact Bev Bonte, CCM Director, 320-
583-8163. Visit the website at www.common-cup.org or on
Facebook to learn more about this vital ministry that has served
McLeod County for 24 years.

Lutheran Night at MN

Twins

Good news! We will have a FULL
motorcoach bus going to the MN
Twins game on August 12th!
Individuals who have reserved
seats should be at FLC prior to the
bus departure at 4 PM. We will also
make a stop at the Plato C Store.
Several from our group will be part of the Lutheran Choir that will
sing the National Anthem prior to the game! Bring cash or check
(made out to Cindy) for your payment. Remember that cash is
not accepted at the Twins stadium — please bring a charge card
for any purchases. Any questions, contact Cindy E. at 612-840-
6308. GO TWINS!

We need your help to stay connected with

everyone in our FL family!
Nowadays, people change cell phone numbers and email
addresses even less than their physical mailing addresses. After
all, their email address and cell phone are how they communicate
with and access the most important people (family, friends,
coworkers) and things (banks, social networks, bills, etc.) in their
life. We rely on them more than any other communication
channel. So, we don’t change them much anymore. They are the
new “home addresses.”

Will you share your email address and cell phone # (and landline
if you still have) with us please? We want to keep you updated
and informed with all of our news and info. This will allow us to
reach you in a cost effective and quick and easy way.

To update any changes, please email your info to
office@1stglencoe.org , or call the church office at (320) 864-
5522. Also, if you know of fellow family/friend members, please
ask them to do the same. Your info will be kept securely and used
only for FL communications. Thank you for your assistance!

STORIES OF FAITH

The Public
Relations (PR)
Team invites
members to
share their
stories related
to situations or
events in which
they
experience
God’s love and
providential
care.

1 ( 1T ( ek “.'.>\
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Cindy
Eggersgluess
612-840-6308

eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
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THANK YOU

e The Board of
Trustees would
like to thank
Kevin Cohrs for
the use of his lift
to do outside building repairs. Also, thank you Gary
Schauer for replacing buttons on the pew cushions.
There were 103! To everyone who uses your talents to
repair and clean the church and school, thank you! Your
efforts do not go unnoticed.

o We'd like to express sincere appreciation to Becky
Edwards for her many contributions to First Lutheran.
Late last Fall, Becky left the full-time position as our
Business Manager to accept a new challenge as
President of the Glencoe Area Chambe of Commerce.
Until the recent hiring of Maren Grack, Becky continued
working on a part-time basis for First Lutheran to
complete and fulfill many necessary responsibilities
including payroll, benefits administration, accounts
payable, and accounts receivable reporting. We are
extremely grateful for her commitment to excellence and
positive work ethic during the past six years, as well as
the recent interim period. Her consistent hard work,
enthusiasm, and dedication have been a true blessing to
First Lutheran. Thank you, Becky!
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E-GIVING

Members and Visitors — We thank all
givers for supporting our mission with
your gifts. For those who choose to
give electronically, in just seconds you can make weekly offering
contributions or pay for events/activities. E-Giving allows you to
give anytime and anywhere, donate to your favorite funds, and
make your gifts recurring. You can give via a smartphone app,
texting, or online.

GIVE

Vanco Mobile Faith — Mobile App (purple V logo)
Text $ (your $ amount) to 855-976-9619
Give online via www firstglencoe.org

thrivent

< Thrivent Choice — Thank you Thrivent members for continuing to
designate your Choice $. This past month, we didn’t receive any
Choice Dollars. We did receive a charitable Giving Grant of $650!
Visit (www. Thrivent.com/choice) or phone 1-800-847-4836 and say
“Choice Dollars.” Have your Thrivent ID# handy. You can phone
Mon — Friday from 7 am to 6 pm. If you would like assistance, please
contact Cindy or the church office.

\ Thrivent Action Teams — A Thrivent Action Team is a simple,
flexible way for you to bring people together to make a positive
difference.....you might hold a fundraiser, conduct a service activity,
or hold an educational event. Each year, every Thrivent member has
(2) Action Teams to use!

We are grateful to several congregation members for gifting
their Thrivent Action teams to us. Two teams will be used
towards replacement windows in the STEAM room at FLS! An
Action Team will also be used toward transportation expenses
for the August 12t Lutheran Night at the MN Twins.

Visit Thrivent.com/actionteam to complete an online application
(minimum 3 weeks before your event). If you are unable to make
your request via computer, you can phone Thrivent and make your
request via Customer Service - call 1-800-847-4836.

When your project is approved, Thrivent will provide resources
(Action Team Kit) to help plan the event, promotional items (including
Thrivent T-shirts to increase your visibility), and seed money to cover
promotional and material expenses ($250 Community Impact Card).

EVERY Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Action Teams per
calendar year. IF YOU”RE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR ACTION
TEAMS, PLEASE LET CINDY OR THE OFFICE KNOW! All
Thrivent members again have 2 Action Teams! Involve others — it's
all about your friends, family and community coming together to
make a positive impact!

< Facebook page for Thrivent Network — Be sure to check out and
‘Like” to stay updated on exciting new opportunities and newly
created events!

\ Thrivent Member Network - Twin Cities Region works hard to
create fun and educational content that you can engage in from the
comfort of your own home. There are also some great on-demand
webinars (variety of topics) that you can view anytime. Guests are
welcome! Please feel free to share these events with your friends,
family, and community. See all the info and resources at:
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
Money Canvas — Free Virtual Money Coaching

“The Washington Update” with Jeff Bush - Virtual -
times

Maximize Social Security Benefits — Virtual — Oct 29 - see times
November Market & Economic Update — Virtual - Nov 19 — see
times

Oct 1-see

Cindy Eggersgluess — 612-840-6308 /
eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com — Your Congregational Volunteer
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Summaries from Our Boards and Committees
Church Council | No July meeting

Christian Education | July 9th
The Board of Christian Education has been busy preparing for VBS set for July14th-17th from 5:30-7:45 PM. The theme for this year is Jesus
Gives Me Joy.

Day School Board | June 26t

Motions were made for new math curriculum to be ordered for K-4, 20 new chrome books and FLS school shirts. We will recognize Deb
Bargmann for her retirement/26 years of teaching and Payton Lilienthal for 5 years of teaching on Education Sunday. Discussions on future
involvement for the Glencoe Days parade was also noted. Spencer Lilienthal is hired as a part time teacher and aide for upcoming school
year. Registration for upcoming school year is 140 students. Continue to keep our search for a FLS principal and aides in your prayers.

Deacons | July 11th
No Summary Submitted

Evangelism Board | No July Meeting

Stewardship Board | No July Meeting

Board of Trustees | July 1st
At the July meeting an update was given on repairs and maintenance completed at the church and school. Many thanks to those who
volunteer and spend hours completing these projects.

Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee will soon be recruiting new board members for all of our Church Boards. These positions are to serve two-year
terms beginning January 1, 2025.
Please prayerfully consider sharing your time and talents within our Congregation. If you know you'd like to join or know a person you think
may be good for one of the Boards, please contact the office.




STRONGHOLD’S MINISTRIES

Please join us for a very special Sunday Bible Class on Sunday, August 18th. Tim and Diane Esala of Stronghold Cambodia-Mission of
Christ Network will be here to share with us the exciting ways God is at work in this Gospel outreach to the people of Cambodia. This is the
organization that Samantha (Welch) Hoepner worked with during her two year mission term in Cambodia. (Samantha will be in attendance on
this day, too.)

Tim and Diane Esala will also be sharing the Children's Message during the Worship services that morning, too.

We look forward to welcoming the Esalas and hope that you will come and hear from them!

Nothing is more precious than a child of God living out their God-given
Promise, Possibility & Potential.

Stronghold Cambaodia provides a safe place
where the economically disadvantaged children
of Fish Island can come play. learn and hear
about Jesus - their stronghold, shelter and
shade.

The families we serve cannot afford basic needs.
much less an investment into their children's
future. Your partnership offers vulnerable
children the opportunity to attend Stronghold
Cambodia where they will be nurtured
intellectually, physically and spiritually.

STRONGHOLD OFFERS:

&k I

EDUCATION IN ESL & PHYSICAL TOOLS FOR CARE FOR THE WHOLE THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS
BASIC COMPUTER SKILLS SUCCESS FAMILY CHRIST
consistent « nuintious lunch +« home visits « prayer § praise
curriculum « classroom supplies « parenting classes « daily devofion
focused fteaching +« Bibles « family events « Bible teaching
native speakers

Partner with Stronghold in making an eternal difference in
the lives of Cambodian children!

:dard‘l:\eck yable to Mission of Chris gl

B CROns PRySaie {0 Ml asion pe https//missionof christ. to-stronghold-
Network with "Stronghold Cambodia Mnistry™n  resin: =9/gretoe

the memo line and mail to Mission of Christ

Network P.0. Box 533 Concordia, MO 64020

100% of your donation goes toward Stronghold Cambodia Ministry

-10 -



Flames Flash | August, 2024

"Nurturing Spiritual and Academic Growth"

Upcoming Events

e August 12 | Teachers Report

* August 20 | Preschool
Orientation| 630 PM

e August 21| K-8 Back to School
Night | 5:00-7:00

o August 25 | Blessing of the
Backpacks | 10:30 & Root Beer
floats to follow

e Auqust 27 | First Day of School

* Auqust 27-29 | Parent Drive
days

o Aug. 30-Sept. 2 | No School -
Labor Day

e Sept. 7| Golf Tournament
Fundraiser in Glencoe | Sign up
here for Golfing!

PRAYER

Please Pray For:

e Qur staff as they prepare their
classrooms for students.

« Parents seeking quality
education that they may
choose FLS

¢ Those families that continue
to travel over the summer
that they may have safe
travels.

* Seasonal rainfall so our
gardens may flourish

¢ First Lutheran Church and
School as they continue to
search for staff to share the
Good News of Jesus.

¢ Those in our lives who do not
know about Jesus' love, that
the Holy Spirit may work
through all of us to share
about Him

ok

School Preparation

Click the following underlined
words for a link

o Check out your child's school

o 2024-2025 Academic Calendar

Back to School Night

Our Preschool Orientation will be on
Tuesday, Auqgust 20th at 630 PM. Our
K-8 Back to School Night will be on
Wednesday, August 2lst, from 5:00-
7:00 PM. On these two evenings
information will be shared about the
opportunities available for parents,
Fast Direct updates can be made,
forms will be available to fill out, and
student tuition payment
arrangements will be made including
any late registration fees. Students
are also welcome to meet their
teacher, visit their classroomns, and
unload any school supplies. More
information will be sent out via Fast
Direct.
EDUCATION FEES:
« First Lutheran Church Member:
o Ist child: $1,590
o 2nd child: $1,330
o 3rd child: $1100
o 4th child: $950
« Community Member:
o Ist child: $2950
o 2nd child: $2,510
o 3rd child: $2,050
o 4th child: $1540
« Preschool
W, F V2 day: $820
W, F full day: $.435
M, T, Th 1/2 day: $1120
M, T, Th full day: $1,690
M-F full day: $2565

©
°
°
°
°

¢ Board of Education for ensuring
quality education for our
students.

e Andy, Travis, Tom, and all of
those who are freshening up
our school in preparation for
the upcoming school year.

¢ Gary and Loren for completing
various projects around the
school!

* Toeveryone who has made
donations to our summer
Flames of Faith Kids Club!

+ Michelle for making the school
run smoothly.

* To our families for choosing
First Lutheran.

¢ Neubarth Landscaping for
keeping our lawn and
playground looking nice!

e Mrs. Bargmann & Mrs. Plihal for
their many years of service in
our Preschool program!

E.s’“” iy, T

B S g 4 o s N
o TN

Classes at First Lutheran School will
begin on Tuesday, August 27th. An
opening service, led by Pastor
Welch, will be held at 815 AM in the
church sanctuary to kick off the new
term. Parents are encouraged to
attend this opening service. Our
school day for Grades K-8 and all-
day preschool is 8:00 AM-3:00 PM;
half-day preschool is 8:00-11:00 AM.
Three-year-old preschoolers will
begin school on Wednesday, August
28th.

malsleben@lstglencoe.org

First Ev. Lutheran School | 1015 14th St E, Glencoe MN 55336 | 320-864-3317
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"Nurturing Spiritual and Academic Growth"

Flames Flash | August, 2024

Blessing %=

of the Backpacks
Students and their families are
invited to attend the 1030 worship
service on Sunday, August 25th at
First Lutheran. They can bring their
backpacks to the front of church
where Deaconess/DCE Megan
Polzin will say a prayer over them
for the upcoming school year!

Flames of Faith
Flames of Faith Summer Club is
looking for a few donations,
mostly in the snack category. If
you feel inclined to donate, you
can drop them off in the church
or school office. Thank you so
much for your continued support!

* juice boxes
gold fish
cereal
raisin packs
fruits & veggies (packaged or
fresh)

« Gift cards to: Target, Walmart,

Coborns, or Dollar Fresh

Flames of Faith also offers before
and after school care for all
students age S through 6th
grade. They are available from
6:30-7:30 am and 3:00-6:00 pm. If
you would like more information,
please reach out to Ms. Madi
Mathews at
flamesoffaith@Ilstglencoe.org

School Staffing:
Homeroom
Mrs. Hoffmann: Preschool
Mrs. Donnay: Kindergarten
Mrs. Edmison: First Grade
Mrs. Willett: Second Grade
Mrs. Scheele: Third Grade
« Ms. Flemming: Fourth Grade
Middle School
+ Ms. Lilienthal: 5th grade
homeroom and 5-8 Social
Studies
« Mr. Edmison: 6th grade
homeroom and 5-8 Science
« Mrs. Korthals 7th & 8th grade
homeroom and 5-8 ELA
« Mr. Lilienthal: 5-8 PE & 7-8 Aide
Extras
« Mrs. Eng: Preschool-8th music
and choir
« Pastor Welch: 8th
Confirmation, 8th Religion
* Mrs. Peters: 7/8 Counseling
Aides
« Mrs. Weidendorf: Preschool -2
« Ms. Mathews & Ms. Bargmann:
2nd grade
Please continue to pray for First
Lutheran'’s search to find a principal

$200 for FREE!

First Lutheran is offering $200 to any
school family who recommends a
family to First Lutheran and that
family registers a child, or children,
for the current or upcoming school
year. If you get two families to
register you get $400! Spread the
good news that First Lutheran School
is a great place to learn about God's
love and the awesome world He has
given us!

FIRSY LUTHERAND

FLAMES

Fall Sports

Stay tuned for more information
on the following fall sports. (All
sports are subject to change
based on interest).

¢ K-3 Soccer

¢ 3-8 Cross Country

* 4-8Volleyball (team

availability based on interest)

Ms. Flemming | Athletic Director

School Breakfast & Lunch
K-3: FREE
Grade 4-8 FREE
Milk: $0.40 @ 20 for $8
Secondsz: $1.25 @ 20 for $25
Aduit: §5

*Due to a recent change in Minnesota, all K-8
meals are paid for by the state of MN. Because
of this change, First Lutheran will also be
serving breakfast this year for all K-8 students.
Breakfast will consist of grab and go items that
students can get between 7:45-8:00 and ent in
their homercom dlassrooma.  K-2 students will
grab their breakfast items from the music
room (old church kitchen) & 3-8 students from
the school lunch room.

*Lunch and mik must be paid with a separate
check since the Hot Lunch is totally seif-
supporting and not connected with
congregation funding.

“Ancly for Free and Beduced Lunches here
The number of Free and Reduced-Price
lunches is used to determine the schools
sllotment of Federal funds for the Title |
program. Title | = a program where lower
grade students receive extra help in math and
reading. Your application helps out our school.

malsleben@lstglencoe.org

First Ev. Lutheran School | 1015 14th St. E, Glencoe MN 55336 | 320-864-3317
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Updating our Building

The Day School Board and First Lutheran has recognized a need and we need your help!

First Lutheran has been blessed with a school building that has educated students for the past 90
years. Looking ahead, we want to make sure that First Lutheran is set up for success for another
100 years to continue to nurture spiritual and academic growth! One of our biggest challenges is
our current school building. There are many concerns and improvements that are needed to make
our school safe and ADA accessible. Remodeling the current building will require many regulatory
updates. A second option is to unite our church and school in one facility.

Why are we including you? First, YOUR opinion matters! Second, in order for us to move forward
with any of this, we will need First Lutheran Voter's blessing to form a committee. The intent of
this committee will be to provide the congregation with feasability study options for providing
school education for years to come.

If you are a First Lutheran member and would like to join, please reach out to Shauna Gruber
(grubers.band@gmail.com) or Mackenzie Hoffmann (mhoffmann@lstglencoe.org).

Fundraising Opportunities

Throughout the year First Lutheran students are involved in numerous fundraising opportunities. Fundraising is
always optional, but encouraged as fundraising helps First Lutheran purchase textbooks and other materials needed
for the classroom. Listed below are some ongoing fundraising opportunities that require little effort yvet have a large
impact!
Coborns Rewards:
Did you know that simply shopping at Coborns can help First Lutheran raise money? If you have a MoreRewards
account, you can designate First Lutheran School as the Education that receives rewards from your shopping. This
does NOT take away from any of your personal rewards, it's just ancther added bonus! Last year we brought in owver
£1,000 thanks to YOLI!
Box Tops:
Box tops for education is now done completely online and through an App found inthe APP store. You cam setup an
account and select First Lutheran as your school of choice.
Thrivent:
Are you a Thrivert Financial member? If so, you can select First Lutheran to receive your choice dollars. Al money
received from Thrivent Choice Dollars are designated to go towards our Tuition Aid.
As a Thrivent member, you also are eligible to lead TWO different Thrivent Action Teams with a $250 gift card. Some
examples of how we used the $250 are:

« money towards a new drinking fountain

¢ purchasing fleece for hats to donate

» Root Beer float supplies for National Lutheran Schools Week

& bus trip to Grand Meadows for our kindergartener's monthly visits

malsleben@lstglencos.org First Bv. Lutheran School | 1015 14th 5t E, Glencos MM 55336 | 320-564-3317
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FIRST LUTHERAN SCHOOL'S 4TH ANNUAL

OLF TOURNAMENT
AND MEAL

SIGN UP HERE!
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FLFIRST
¥ LUTLERAN

CHURCH AND SCHOOL

4TH ANNUAL

GOLF

TOURNAMENT
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH | 10AM SHOTGUN

Glencoe Country Club
1325 1st St E, Glencoe, MN 55336

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
SIGN SPONSORSHIP | $100

Website & Facebook Event Advertisement
Company Logo Sign At One Hole

SIGN & TABLE SPONSORSHIP | $150

Website & Facebook Event Advertisement
Company Logo Sign at One Hole
Business Table & Game of Choice at One Hole
Two Post Golf Tournament Meal Tickets

.

PAYMENT DUE AUGUST 18TH  @immE

e, L

Questions? Contact the FLS boosters for more ;;,ff.gggff's,_, {;;fif.gx,
information: flsboosters@gmail.com §Z;;§g"f§§;;5; KR
Amy (507) 380-4869 .u:“z

https://first-lutheran-annual-golf-tournament.square.site
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