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One of the most practical inventions of the 20th century has to be the 
“hook and loop fastener.” “What’s a hook and loop fastener?” The “hook 
and loop fastener” is the formal name for what most of us know as.... (Hold 
up Velcro strips and tear apart loudly.) Velcro! Velcro is so universal and so 
widely used to connect things in our day and age that everyone is very 
familiar with this sound. When our kids were little, I loved the Velcro 
straps on their shoes instead of laces. It made getting the kids ready so 
much quicker and easier. 

Anyway, one day way back in 1941, a Swiss engineer by the name of 
Georges de Mestral decided to go for a walk in the woods. He noticed that 
day how burs clung to his pants and to the fur of his dog (Poor thing!). Mr. 
de Mestral wondered how that phenomenon might be turned into 
something useful. After years of research and trial and error, he came up 
with two strips of material, one with thousands of tiny hooks, the other 
with thousands of tiny loops into which the hooks would stick. He named 
his invention Velcro, combining the words velvet and crochet. Needless to 
say, the term… stuck! 

Since that time, Velcro has become universal in countless 
applications. NASA quickly adopted the use of Velcro extensively to secure 
items and keep them from floating away in a weightless environment. 
Like me, many parents and grandparents appreciate the Velcro straps on 
small children’s shoes in place of shoelaces. From iPad holders to hospital 
gowns to Pastors’ robes, to you-name-it, Velcro is a universal way of 
connecting two items together. 

In our Epistle reading today, St. Paul writes to the Christians in the 
city of Rome about being connected to Christ. This connection is not done 
through the use of Velcro, of course; it’s done through our Baptism. Paul 
makes it clear that in Baptism God connects us with our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, both in His death and in His resurrection: “We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life” (Rom 6:4). Yes, our text from the book of Romans has all to 
do with being connected to Christ through our Baptism.  



But to say that Baptism “connects us to Christ” is also to say that 
before our Baptism, we were disconnected from Christ. God’s Word, the 
Bible, confirms this fact in no uncertain terms. In fact, “disconnected” 
might actually be an understatement. In Ephesians 2, Paul describes our 
condition prior to Christ as being “dead in our trespasses” (Eph 2:5). He 
also describes us by nature as being “children of wrath” (Eph 2:3)—in 
other words, by our very nature, as we are conceived and born, we are 
under the wrath of God because of our sin. That’s not a very nice picture, 
is it? And to be honest there are a lot of things about our lives right now 
that are not at all nice or good and they all stem from our sinful nature. 
It’s why we see in ourselves ugly things such as: greed, selfishness, lust, 
gossip, anger, hatred, and sadly the list could go on and on. To say that we 
were disconnected from God by our nature is most definitely an 
understatement. 

Thanks be to God though, He is at work in Baptism to connect us to 
Christ and to keep us connected to Him, despite our ongoing struggle 
against sin. First, God connects us to Christ’s death in and through 
Baptism. Paul writes, “Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death” (vv 3–4). We are so closely 
connected with Christ’s death in our Baptism, that it’s as if we’ve traveled 
back nearly two thousand years and are there with Christ, in the tomb. 
Dead with Him on Good Friday as the sun is going down and the 
preparation of His body for burial ends for the day. And every time we 
baptize a child or an adult, God is at work figuratively joining that 
person, young or old, to the death of Christ. 

But God does not leave us in Christ’s tomb! In Baptism, just as He 
figuratively buries us with Christ, so He also raises us with Christ to new 
life. Paul writes, “in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (v 4).  

And notice that this “newness of life” is something we are walking in 
right now. It is not something we have to wait until we die to experience; 
we have it right here, right now through God’s action in our lives in our 
Baptism. 



What a contrast. We were dead in our trespasses and sins. Now, God 
has raised us to new life in and through Baptism. This new life is a life in 
which we no longer live for ourselves, but for Christ, who reconciled us to 
God once again. It is a life in which we no longer live to gratify our sinful 
desires - greed, selfishness, lust, gossip, anger, and hatred. Those things I 
mentioned earlier, instead we live our lives to please our loving and 
gracious God. 

That’s what Paul has in mind when he says, “So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus” (v 11). 
When you’re “dead” to something, you don’t respond to it—just like a 
dead person doesn’t respond to anyone or anything. So it is with sin in our 
lives as Christians. “Consider yourselves dead to sin.” 

And now we see how silly, how ludicrous, Paul’s question at the 
beginning of this chapter really is. Paul asks, “Are we to continue in sin 
that grace may abound? By no means!” (vv 1–2). In other words, now that 
we are Christians and our sins are forgiven by the grace of God—His 
undeserved, unmerited favor through faith in Jesus Christ—should we sin 
all the more so that God has the opportunity to forgive us even more 
frequently? 

The question, of course, is ridiculous. And Paul recognizes it as 
ridiculous. It would be like asking, “Should I start my house on fire so that 
the fire department can get more practice at putting out house fires?” 
“Should I crash my car into a tree so that first responders get more 
practice in responding to accidents?” By no means, indeed! 

At the same time, we know that we will never be free from sin on 
this side of heaven. We are still going to sin, even as we walk in this 
newness of life. The difference is that we don’t live to sin. Instead, we 
repent of – we turn away from- our sin daily. And we live daily in the 
forgiveness that is ours in Christ. And every day we walk in the newness 
of life that God gave us in our Baptism. 

And best of all, it’s a new life that doesn’t end when life here on this 
earth ends. Our connection with Christ in our Baptism has future 
blessings for us and for all Christians-future, eternal blessings. Paul 
writes, “For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 



certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” (v 5). There’s still 
more to come! Just as Christ was raised from the dead, physically, bodily, 
raised from the dead, so too we will be raised from the dead! So will all 
who are connected to Christ and His resurrection through Baptism. 

This is the sure and certain hope we have as the baptized children of 
God. Death is not the end of your story. Death does not have the final say. 
Death is really only a doorway, a gateway into an eternal life in the 
presence of God with all who have gone before us and all who will come 
after us. 

And with those who have gone before us into the presence of the 
Lord, we await that day when Christ—the One with whom we were 
buried and raised to new life in our Baptism—will return. He will not 
return in meekness and humility as He came to be with us the first time. 
He will come in all power, glory, and majesty. 

On that day, our bodies will be raised, just as His body was raised. On 
that day, our bodies will be changed to be like His glorious body. Our 
bodies will be, to quote Paul in 1 Corinthians 15, “incorruptible, 
imperishable, and immortal.” In other words, our bodies will no longer 
suffer any of the effects of sin. No arthritis, no cancer, no high blood 
pressure, no heart attacks. And our bodies will no longer be subject to 
death because death itself, the penalty for sin, will be no more. 

And on that day, all of humanity will stand before Christ. On that 
day, the books will be opened. But do not be afraid! Your name is written 
in the Book of Life. Then, you will be eternally as you are today: 
connected to Christ. Amen. 
 


