
 
 

 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at First 
Ev. Lutheran Church:  

God’s Blessings and Peace be with you! 
 To say that there have been a few changes lately at 
First Lutheran would be a huge understatement. Last winter, our 
Christian Day School Principal, Mr. Dean Scheele, announced his 
retirement which will take effect this August (although thankfully, 
he is still staying on as a Deacon!). In May, our long-time 
Custodian, Mr. Louie Tessmer, retired from his position. After 
seven years serving as our Director of Christian Education (DCE), 
Mrs. Tori (Kidd) Dillon is concluding her work with us on July 15th 
to pursue a career in Christian Counseling. On June 12th, Pastor 
Peter Adelsen announced to us that the Holy Spirit has led him to 
accept the Divine Call to serve as Sole Pastor at Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church, in West Salem, Wisconsin. His last Sunday with 
us will be July 10th. 

In addition, in the past year and a half, Mrs. Becky 
Edwards was hired as our Business Manager, replacing Mrs. Debi 
Ramirez who retired. We have also welcomed Mrs. Robyn Field, 
as our Church Business Secretary, a position Becky formerly 
held. What is more, we are very excited to have Miss Mackenzie 
Thiesfeld transition from being our First-Grade teacher to 
becoming our new Day School Principal starting this August! Talk 
about a lot of changes! And there are still many more changes to 
come as we ask God’s continued blessing in our search for a 
DCE, an Associate Pastor, a First- Grade teacher, a Fourth-
Grade teacher, and a Custodian. 

Thanks be to God that as we go through all the many, 
many changes of this world, we still hold to the One who never 
changes. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” 
(Hebrews 13:8). We do not know what the future holds, but we do 
know the One who holds the future. Jesus Christ has secured our 
eternal destiny in heaven through His sacrificial death for our sins 
and by His triumphant resurrection. What is more, He has 
promised to be with us always, to the very end of the age! 
(Matthew 28:20).  

We know that, whether or not we see each other again 
in this world, (and hopefully we will - a lot!) as brothers and sisters 
in Christ, we will one day be all together in the eternal joys of 
paradise. How we look forward with eager anticipation for that 
day!  

It has been an absolute blessing an honor to work with 
these people who have dedicated their lives to serving the Lord. I 
know that I have grown a lot as a pastor and as a person because 
of them.  

For now, I would like to lift up these words from St. Paul 
to describe my feelings of gratitude and joy for having been a 
partner in the Gospel with Mr. Scheele, Tori, and Pastor Adelsen, 
all of whom, will soon complete their time with us as Called 
church workers: “3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of 

you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer 
with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Philippians 1:3-6, ESV). 
  

~In Christ, Pastor Dan Welch 
 

We are especially thankful for all you do to 
bring glory to God through the various 
ministries here at First Lutheran Church! 
 

Sunday July 3    
 8:00 AM- Dean Scheele / Fritz Schulz   
 10:30 AM- Dean Scheele / Tim Schauer 
 

Sunday July 10 
 8:00 AM- Don Hepner / Fritz Schulz   
 10:30 AM- Dean Dahlke / Roger Schmidt  
 

Sunday  July 17   
 8:00 AM- Lester Schauer / Dave Sell  
 10:30 AM- Brian Schuch / Richard Jannusch  
 

Sunday July 24 
 8:00 AM- Don Hepner / Warren Willcox  
 10:30 AM- Ryan Ortloff / Tim Schauer  
 
Sunday July 31 
 8:00 AM- Don Hepner / Lee Terlinden  
 10:30 AM- Dave Sell / Brian Grochow 

 
 
 

Your faithful service is what continues to 
make First Lutheran Church a wonderful 
place to worship, fellowship and serve 
together! 
 
Sunday July 3   8:00 AM -    
   10:30 AM – Ethan Dahlke  
 

Sunday July 10   8:00 AM - Bailey Betsinger 
   10:30 AM - Sydney Witthus 
 

Sunday July 17   8:00 AM - Amelia Boetel 
   10:30 AM - Brooke Mickolichek 
 

Sunday July 24   8:00 AM - Bailey Betsinger 
   10:30 AM - Matthew Ortloff 
 
Sunday July 31   8:00 AM - Alex Cisewski 
   10:30 AM -  
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Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and our Lord Jesus Christ! Dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ: 
I thank God for placing me and my family at First Ev. Lutheran 
Church these past five years. Here, we were all filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 
as we walked with our Lord Jesus Christ. In Christ, we have all 
been given the kingdom, since we have all been redeemed by His 
blood. 
 

On June 13, Pastor Vance Becker spoke at a First Lutheran 
LWML event. The day prior, I announced that I had accepted the 
Divine Call to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in West Salem, 
Wisconsin. Just a month earlier, I never expected that I would be 
leaving Glencoe. I had my plans for the future. At least, I thought I 
knew my plans. At that LWML event, Pastor Becker said the rest 
of the world is different than the culture of the United States and 
Europe. What he meant by that was that the rest of the world lives 
for each moment. In the West, we attempt to plan out our days, 
months, and years. But elsewhere, they live by the moment 
knowing that they are not in control of their own destiny. We 
preach this too, but we often forget it. Americans like to plan, even 
to the second, believing (wrongly) that we are in control. 
 

Just prior to receiving the Divine Call to Prince of Peace, I thought 
I knew my future. But God, who actually knows, again revealed to 
me that my future is actually in His pierced hands. 
 

When we first arrived in Glencoe, our first obstacle was driving to 
First Ev. Lutheran Church. Our GPS continually guided us to 
cross the tracks, but the issue was that every railroad crossing we 
encountered was a dead end. All the while, we could see the 
steeple of First Lutheran Church in the distance, but we couldn’t 
get to the church. Eventually, we found a street with a crossing, 
which then led us to First Lutheran Church. 
 

God continually provided for us, even if GPS could not. 
 

So much has happened these past five years. Melissa and I 
moved from St. Louis after I graduated from Concordia Seminary. 
We moved from a one-bedroom apartment in St. Louis to a giant 
house on the outskirts of Glencoe. The movers were shocked! But 
it was the Lord who provided! As we rented during the first few 
years, eventually the Lord provided again as we purchased a 
house. Between the times of renting to owning, we added Gigi, 
our cat, to the family, and eventually Elsie, our daughter, arrived 
as another gift from God. We also adopted Katie Kitty.  
 

Throughout the years at First Lutheran, I have met so many 
people. We have received forgiveness from Christ together. We 
have laughed and grieved together. We ate together and 
celebrated together. We traveled together. We became more than 
friends. We became family. 
 

Word and Sacrament ministry is the cornerstone of the Church. 
God provides forgiveness of sins and strength for our faith 
through this Means of Grace. In Word and Sacrament ministry, 
Jesus has built us up as His Body, the Church. I will miss 
everyone from First Lutheran Church, but I know this 
congregation is in good hands. This congregation is being held up 
by the hands of Jesus. 

 

Yes, things will be different. There will be bumps in the road, due 
to sin. But through these bumps, Jesus has placed Pastor Welch 
as First Lutheran’s senior pastor. Through Christ, Pastor Welch 
will continue to preach the good news of Christ in this place. And 
when the next associate pastor is installed, he will be different 
than me, and as sinners, we like to compare. But he will be the 
giver of Christ’s gifts, as is the role of every under shepherd of 
Christ. 
 

The Lord provides. He gives us all our needs of body and soul. 
He gives us the words to speak. He gives us salvation. 
 

In Christ, we have a sure and certain hope that we will see our 
loved ones again. By faith in Christ, I know we will see each other 
again. It will either be in this life or in life everlasting. Until we 
meet again!  

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Adelsen 

 

So this is it… 
After 7 years of being blessed to be able to do DCE ministry here 
at FLC, my time has come to an end. Looking back on all that 
God has been able to accomplish in ministry here is incredible. 
We have youth groups for ages k-12th grade. We have community 
events like trunk or treat and Thanksgiving blessing bags. There 
is a new curriculum being utilized for Sunday school and 
Confirmation. I truly believe that we are just scratching the surface 
on what can be done here at FLC. There has been an exponential 
growth in families and youth involvement, and I pray that it 
continues.  
 

I want to thank the MANY families that took care of me over the 
years. Your love and care have been more than I could’ve ever 
hoped for. For that reason, Glencoe will always be a place I can 
call home.  
 
I want to thank my co-workers that have made work enjoyable! 
There have been many laughs, tears, pranks, and thoughtful 
conversations that have taken place. I am thankful for all of you 
and the relationships that have been developed because of it.  
I personally want to thank Pastor Dan. You were the best 
supervisor and friend I could’ve had. You pushed me to continue 
to grow in my faith and knowledge of Lutheran theology. You also 
encouraged my love for Star wars and Marvel. A while ago I gave 
you a mug that said, “World’s Best Boss.” That mug is still true 
today. Thank you for all the encouragement, prayer, laughter, and 
puns we have shared. I am thankful for you.  
 

I am praying for you all during this time of transition. I am praying 
that whoever fills the DCE role will be a blessing to you all and 
help ministry grow.  
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make 
your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

Blessings ~ Tori Kidd  
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CHANGE. 
verb: make (someone or something) different; alter or modify; to 
replace (something) with something else, especially of the same 
kind that is newer or better; substitute one thing for (another).  
noun:  the act or instance of making or becoming different; coins 
as opposed to paper currency.   
 

There’s a lot of CHANGE happening here at First Lutheran.  
While CHANGE can be a difficult thing, CHANGE brings new 
opportunities, new people, and new perspectives.    
 

Every perspective matters. When all members contribute their 
perspective, the common goal is achieved more efficiently, more 
effectively, and more successfully.   
 

Diverse perspectives can give us the information we need to be 
more effective when making decisions that will impact the 
congregation as a whole.  
 

Diversity IS creativity. The more wide ranging the perspectives, 
the more scope for new ideas. 
 

Diverse perspectives can keep groups honest. 
 

Diversity prevents groups from falling into the dangers of “group-
think”.  
 

Diversity increases the likelihood that actions will have desirable 
effects. 
 

By embracing diversity, we “push our differences,” which can 
make our similarities even more apparent. 
 

As leaders, we can truly benefit from a diversity of perspectives! If 
we aren’t considering and encouraging perspectives from all 
members of our congregation, we could be missing out. In order 
to obtain diverse perspectives, leaders need to encourage 
contributions from everyone and give voice to individuals 
(especially those not in attendance at meetings).   
 

I encourage YOU, members of the congregation to share your 
perspective with our leaders. Our leaders serve as stakeholders 
and their decisions impact the congregation as a whole.  
 

2022 OFFICERS:  
President Wayne Ahlbrecht, Vice-President Bill Brickzen, 
Recording Secretary Joyce Aul, Treasurer Mary Lemke 
 

2022 BOARD MEMBERS: 
Christian Education – Taylor Bernstein, Melissa Cisewski, Caitlin 
Freberg, Katelynn Goche, Cindy Mathews, Micky Neubarth, 
Annika Schafer 
 

Day School – Mindy Dressel, Grant Grochow, Jodi Michaelis, 
Kari Nikolaisen, Erik Plath, Jennifer Pokornowski 
 

Deacons – Dean Dahlke, Joel Goche, Brian Grochow, Ryan 
Ortloff, Les Schauer, Dean Scheele, Roger Schmidt, Brian 
Schuch, Dennis Wolter 
 

Evangelism – Linda Becker, Carrie Donnay, Lynn Exsted, 
Jennifer Ortloff, Sheila Scheele 
 

Stewardship – Janet Betsinger, Keenan Dummer, Will Freberg, 
Darlene Polzin, Sally Schultz, Sue Schulz 
 

Trustees – Mark Ahlbrecht, Dave Aul, Randy Bussler, Lesa 
Hueser, Larry Kunkel, Jon Lemke, Tim Proehl, Gary Schauer 
 

 
 With Love ~ Becky Edwards, Business Manager 

 

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever.” 
Hebrews 13:8. 

 
 

 
 
Join us for VBS  

This year July 24th- 28th from 5:45- 8:00 pm! 
Use the signup genius to sign your youth up. 
Potty trained 3-year olds to kids entering 4th 
grade. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caaaf2ca2f8c25-2022 
If you want to volunteer, follow this link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caaaf2ca2f8c25-
vbsvolunteer 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caaaf2ca2f8c25-2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caaaf2ca2f8c25-vbsvolunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caaaf2ca2f8c25-vbsvolunteer
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Polka Service  The Polka Service 

will be on Sunday, July 17th at the 8:00 
AM and 10:30 AM services. Music will 
be led by Chuck Thiel and his band. 
Songs will include both familiar hymns 
and polka tunes with worship-style 
lyrics. This event is made possible by generous donations from 
our congregation members. If you’d like to see this annual event 
continue, please prayerfully consider contributing.  
Stop by the church office to learn more.  

 
 
e-Giving 
Members and Visitors – We 
thank all givers for supporting 
our mission with your gifts. 
For those who choose to give 
electronically, in just seconds 
you can make a weekly 
offering or pay for events/activities. E-Giving allows you to give 
anytime and anywhere, donate to your favorite funds, and make your 
gifts recurring. You can give via a smartphone app, texting, or online. 
 

Vanco Mobile Faith – Mobile App      
Text $ (your $ amount) to 855-976-9619   
Give online via www.firstglencoe.org   

 

KDUZ RADIO BROADCAST 
For years First Lutheran 
congregation members have 
sponsored the monthly KDUZ 
radio broadcast as well as 
special services on 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  The station is required to have a staff member 
present to air these monthly/special radio broadcasts and to-date 
First Lutheran is the lone congregation requiring this service.  As 
you know many employers are struggling to fill positions and the 
station has found the demand for staffing these special services 
on Sundays and holidays even more difficult.   
 

For these reasons, KDUZ regretfully informs us that beginning 
July 1st the radio station will no longer be offering this service.   
 

Hearing that KDUZ airs a number of other church services on 
Sunday mornings, in addition to recognizing that First Lutheran 
congregation members have paid for and committed to 
sponsoring services throughout the rest of this year and into 
2023, the board of deacons is working collectively with KDUZ and 
our Pastors to determine ways in which we could continue to be 
of service to those who participate in the current radio broadcast 
services.   
 

As more information is available, we will continue to keep the 
congregation updated.   
 
 

Lutheran Hour Topics for July 
Hear the Good News of the Gospel on the 
Lutheran Hour each Sunday at 12:30 pm 
on KDUZ 1260 AM Radio.  During the 
month of July you will hear the following 
program topics: 
 

July 3 "Play the Sunset" with Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. 
Michael Zeigler.  We can't negotiate our value with God; however, 
God regards us as infinitely valuable.  (Ecclesiastes 2:25) 
 

July 10 "Power to Enjoy" with Lutheran Hour Speaker Rev. Dr. 
Michael Zeigler.  Jesus is not a free pass to heaven; Jesus is the 
Reason why we want to be in heaven, the Source of joy in every 
place. 
(Ecclesiastes 5:19 ) 
 

July 17 "18 Hours in the Ocean " with Lutheran Hour Speaker 
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. 
Voltaire said, "Life is a shipwreck." The Bible gives us a rescue 
beacon.  (Ecclesiastes 9:10) 
 
July 24 "Topic not available at newsletter deadline" with 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler.  
 

July 31 "Topic not available at newsletter deadline" with 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. 
 

Thank you for supporting the KDUZ Radio Lutheran Hour 
broadcasts with your gifts and your prayers.  We have been 
blessed with sponsors through September of 2022.  We have 
openings and need sponsors for October 9, October 16, 
November 13, November 20, December 4, and December 18.  
Please call or e-mail to verify available dates.  Contact Rich 
Streufert at 320-864-6884 or e-mail 
richstreufert@embarqmail.com.  The cost for sponsoring a 
broadcast during 2022 is $94.00. 
Broadcast sponsors can dedicate a sponsorship in memory of a 
loved one, in honor of a birthday or anniversary, or sponsor a 
broadcast as a service project for their congregation organization.  
Checks should be made out to “KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast”.  
Send checks to “KDUZ Lutheran Hour Supporters”, % First 
Lutheran Church, 925 13th Street E, Glencoe, MN  55336.    
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never 
heard?  And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  
As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 
the good news!” Romans 10:14-15 ESV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.firstglencoe.org/
mailto:richstreufert@embarqmail.com
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
On Monday, June 13, our LWML hosted a 
luncheon featuring Pastor Vance and 
Linda Becker, current missionaries at 
Matongo Lutheran Seminary in Kenya, 
Africa.  The event also recognized three honorary LWML 
members, Frances Downer, Serena Stradtmann, and Bernice 
Wolter, all who turn 100 years old this year.   
Pictured are:   
L to R – Linda and Rev. Vance Becker and Rosie Karg, First 
Lutheran LWML President 
L to R –  Bernice Wolter, Rosie Karg, and Serena 

Stradtmann.  Not pictured was Frances Downer. 

        
Thank you to ALL of the helpers and presenters at the Becker 
Missionary Presentation on June 13.  It was fun to visit with the 
Beckers and learn more about their work at Matongo Lutheran 
Seminary in Kenya, Africa where they teach students studying to 
be Lutheran pastors and deaconesses. And a big thank you for 
the generous donations. $2200 was received for Matongo 
Seminary. An additional $100 for each of the 100th birthdays was 
given by the LWML as well making a total of $2500 to go to the 
Beckers.  
 

Happy July birthday to Lutheran Women in 
Mission (LWML) honorary members Bernice 
Wolter (100!), Lucille Kraemer, Marjorie 
Duenow and Rhodella Engelmann.  A $5 gift to 
LWML Mission Grants (mites) has been given in 
your honor.  

 
Mistakes Happen 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 
justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, who God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, 
to be received because in His divine forbearance He had passed 
over former sins (Romans 3:23-25) 
Let’s face it. Mistakes happen. A deadline was missed. A message 
got lost. An email got spammed. A text had an unfortunate 
autocorrect. Sometimes mistakes are your fault and sometimes 
they are not – but they happen to everyone. It’s how we respond to 
those mistakes that makes the difference. If you made an error, 
admit it, and try to make it right. Fix it if you can. Apologize. Start 
over.  

As Christians, we know we make mistakes that fall short of God’s 
glory all the time. But we also know that we have been saved by 
the grace of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ death on the cross took all our 
sins away. We have been washed clean by His blood and get to 
make a fresh start.  
Leaders make mistakes. Followers make mistakes. We all make 
mistakes. But we are forgiven through the saving blood of Jesus. 
That gives us the joy and strength to carry on and live each day to 
serve him.  
(A message from Lutheran Women in Mission resources to 
encourage women and men as we serve the Lord.) 
 
 

Congratulations! 
We are pleased to share that on Friday, May 20th Mrs. Megan 
Polzin (Theology teacher and Director of Christian Faith 
Development at Mayer Lutheran High School) graduated from 
Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne with her Master of 
Arts in Theology and Deaconess Studies. 
She is so grateful that God has blessed her with the opportunity to 
pursue this degree, the immediate application she is able to 
incorporate into the classroom, the immense support and love of 
her family during the progression of courses, and for the prayers 
and encouragement of the faculty, staff, and families of MLHS. 
To God be the glory, forever and ever! 
 

Megan, her husband 
Bryan, and their 5 children, 
Piper (8yr, grade 3), Willa 
(6yr, grade 1), Milo(5yr, 
Kindergarten), Breck (3yr, 
will start pk4), and Laurel (2 
months) are members here 
at First Ev. Lutheran and 
attend First Lutheran 
School. God bless you, 
Megan, as you continue to 
serve Him with your new 
degree! 

 

Library News: 
Have you checked out the church library 
for your summer reading? There is a 
great selection of fiction and non-fiction 
Christian books. Some of the popular 
authors include Francine Rivers, Terri 
Blackstock and a new four book series by 
Sharon Brown called “Sensible Shoes”. 
The library welcomes any Christian based 
books that you would like to donate. You can drop them off in the 
church office and they will be added to the collection. Please 
return the borrowed books that you have finished reading so 
others my enjoy. 
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The Impact of Radio Ministry 
Andrea's road wasn't easy. As a young girl, she suffered from a 
nervous breakdown. 
Schizophrenia, paranoia - the 
downward spiral plagued her 
into middle age. Finally, she 
reached a point of 
desperation.  "I needed 
someone to help me," she 
says. "I needed Jesus Christ." 
 

Then the Lord met Andrea at 
her point of need through a Lutheran Hour broadcast. She called 
the LHM Response Center toll-free, spoke to a caring listener, 
and was sent a CD of inspirational music. The Christ centered 
message calmed her fears - and became a Gospel seed in her 
life. Soon the darkness cleared, and Andrea became a Christian. 
 

The love of Jesus Christ penetrated Andrea's life, and she's 
forever grateful.  "He didn't cast me out," she tells us. LHM was 
"my first inspiration to a new life in Christ."  Who is your Andrea?  
 

Your financial support to sponsor a broadcast is not a mere dollar 
figure. It is a tangible way for you to reach out to the Andreas in 
your life - and in the lives of others. Thank you for your prayers 
and support so hurting hearts can receive Christ's comfort. 
God’s Word provides the light we need. Psalm 119:105 

SOLID, SERIOUS, SUBSTANTIVE… Issues, 
Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran 

Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. You can tune in live weekdays from 3-5 p.m. on 
KFUO, 850 AM in St. Louis.  You can also listen at your 
convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your 
favorite podcast provider. 
 

First Edition Book Club 
First Edition Book Club will meet on Tuesday, 

September 20th, 2022 at 7:00 PM. The group will 

discuss the book: “The Ladies Mine” by Francine 

Rivers. First Edition book club reads Christian fiction books and 

welcomes interested women to join in the discussion. 
 
 

We would like to extend a big THANK 
YOU to Jayson Neubarth. Jayson and 
his employees donate hundreds of 
man-hours to First Lutheran Church 
every year in the form of snow plowing 
and lawn care. We’ve been so blessed with his work and quick 
snow removal response when there are funerals or the early hours 
it takes to clear a way for us to get to worship on Sundays. Please 
extend your appreciation to him whenever possible! 

 

 

 
We need your help to stay connected with 
everyone in our FL family!  
Nowadays, people change cell phone numbers and email 
addresses even less than their physical mailing addresses. After 
all, their email address and cell phone are how they communicate 
with and access the most important people (family, friends, 
coworkers) and things (banks, social networks, bills, etc.) in their 
life. We rely on them more than any other communication 
channel. So, we don’t change them much anymore. They are the 
new “home addresses.” 
 

Will you share your email address and cell phone # (and landline 
if you still have) with us please? We want to keep you updated 
and informed with all of our news and info. This will allow us to 
reach you in a cost effective and quick and easy way.  
What’s next? Please email your info to Robyn at 
office@1stglencoe.org. Also, if you know of fellow family/friend 
members, please ask them to do the same. Your info will be kept 
securely and used only for FL communications. Thank you for 
your assistance! 
 

 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kvpVhej7xsM_KGiKedeYJr5GkPeD376IPqjpr81ql9ibsQXo2gUjBzNcvVusK4MVA96KlR5XxTesLfoKC-pbJf0LCZZe6kcJoiT4JBf1h9Z9sHjCIS7poh5XqB8SPc87FogbPVi2hTXHh8F1h3hF5g==&c=niov6KILTeDz9lj5tEYZoXvCiXQCP7EokCOYkJHcfQZpVK5E2Mim5A==&ch=vWL_334POmYDNvVDCq4509W13UTferH4vf6dwSxNgnmn3IPS_LG8Og==
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Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee will 
soon be recruiting new board 
members for all of our Church 
Boards.  These positions are to 
serve two-year terms beginning 
January 1, 2023.  Please prayerfully consider sharing your time 
and talents within our Congregation.  If you know you’d like to join 
or know a person you think may be good for one of the Boards, 
please contact the office or any of the Nominating Committee 
members.  Thank you - The 2022 Nominating Committee:  Wayne 
Ahlbrecht, Bill Brickzen, Randy Bussler, Brian Grochow, Jodi 
Michaelis, Annika Schafer, Sheila Scheele, and Sue Schulz.  
 

FLC Annual Report 
Work on our Church’s Year-End Annual 
Report will soon begin.  Group and 
organization leaders are invited to 

submit a brief report of their 2021-2022 fiscal year activities (July 
1, 2021 through June 30, 2022) no later than July 29th.  Your 
input will be welcomed as we put together recaps for our 
congregation.  These recaps are extremely helpful to our new 
members and a great way to show what exciting and fun things 
your group has been up to. 
 

Reminder:  Treasurers of ALL committees and organizations are 
asked to submit an annual financial report showing receipts and 
expenditures.  This financial report, requested by the Audit 
Committee and Church Council, provides accountability, shares 
information of fundraising activities, and helps safeguard the 
Church’s tax-exempt status.  This report is not printed but remains 
on file for the annual audit.   
 

To ensure your prayer request is included 
in our weekly bulletin notes and the prayers 
of the church during Sunday worship 
services, please contact the office by 4:00 
PM on Thursdays.  

 

This is the Life - TV Program  
Starting in the late 1950’s, Lutheran 
Hour Ministries aired a TV program, 
called “This is the Life” in their efforts 
to bring Christ to the nation. It was a 
critically acclaimed show that used 
story and drama to convey eternal 
truths from God’s Word. It featured 
actors that were just getting started in their careers. Recently, 
Lutheran Hour Ministries in partnership with Main Street Living re- 
mastered and brought to HD quality about 50 of these programs. 
Even though the props and styles are of the 1960’s and 70’s, the 
subject matter is still very relevant.  
 

In the Twin Cities area, This is the Life airs every Sunday at 9:00 
and 9:30 on both Channel 29 and Channel 9-2. 
(set your DVR)…….or you can also watch it anytime online at 
mainstreetliving.com   

FAREWELL 
CELEBRATION 
On Sunday, June 12th, 
through the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, Pastor 
Adelsen announced that 
he has accepted the 
Divine Call to serve 
Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in 
West Salem, Wisconsin 
as their sole pastor.  
 
Pastor Adelsen's final 
Sunday will be July 10th. 

Pastor is thankful to have served the flock at First Ev. Lutheran 
Church these five years where he, Melissa and Elsie have seen 
this church as family. 
 
Mark your calendar and join us for  5 years of service & farewell 
celebration honoring Pastor Peter, Melissa, and Elsie Adelsen on 
Sunday, July 10th between worship services.  

 
DCE CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
The DCE Call Committee continues to work on identifying DCE 
candidates from the Field.  The “Job Description” has been 
updated and interview questions are currently being developed.   
Initial contacts have been made and the group plans to begin 
Zoom (remote) interviews in July.  If you happen to know a DCE 
who would be interested in joining our FL family, please notify 
Pastor Welch with more information.  Please pray for the DCE 
committee as they work to find a good fit for FL!  Feel free to 
contact committee members:  Taylor Bernstein, Melissa Cisewski, 
Cindy Eggersgluess, Caitlin Freberg, Cindy Mathews, Annika 
Schafer, Les Schauer, Roger Schmidt, Barb Tessmer, and Pastor 
Welch 
 

 

Lutheran Night at MN 
Twins 
This is your last chance – if you 
wish to attend, take action now!  
Tickets are reserved for the 6:40 pm 
game on Tuesday , August 2nd 

against the Detroit Tigers.  Seats are located in Section 213 
(Home Plate Terrace) at a cost of $36 each.  Bus transportation 
from First Ev. Lutheran Church in Glencoe will depart at about 4 
pm, at a cost of $14 per person (bus transportation prices 
increased this year, but we are able to offset with a Thrivent 
Action Team).  Please contact Cindy at 612-840-6308 or 
eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com to reserve your spot!  We need 
more people to make this happen, so please consider joining 
us!  If you use a walker, the bus can drop off/pickup directly 
outside the stadium (but we must reserve this opportunity).  
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FLC Prayer Chain 
New members are needed to keep 
our PRAYER CHAIN going! You 
can join either a Phone or an E-Mail 
Chain. Participation is simple, but so 
very powerful! The Bible says in Phil 
4:6, “But in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let you request be known to God.”    Thank you to 
all of our current members for their commitment to prayer – to 
confidentiality, discretion, and listening to the Holy Spirit.  
How does it work?  
E-Mail Chain – Simply receive the email from the prayer chain 
leader and pray immediately.  
Phone Chain – Simply receive a phone call from another prayer 
chain member with a request. When you receive the call, write 
down the prayer request word for word as dictated to you. Pray 
immediately and then call the next person on your chain passing 
on the dictated info. If you are unable to reach that person, leave 
a message relaying the information. Continue phoning on down 
the list until you reach a person or the end of the chain.  
Have questions, want to join, or have a prayer request? Prayer 
requests are confidential and may even be made anonymously. 
Feel free to contact the church office or 612-840-6308. 
 
 

Stories of Faith 
 

The Public Relations (PR) Team invites members to share their 
stories related to situations or events in which they experience 
God’s love and providential care. 
 

Cindy Eggersgluess   238-2148   eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com  
Jeri Ring  864-4029  jring8655@aol.com 
Lynn Exsted  864-6452   lexsted14@gmail.com 
 

There is a story of a man who stood looking at a picture of the 
crucifixion.  A little boy stood beside him also looking at it.  The 
man pretended he knew nothing abut it and asked the boy, “What 
is that?”  The boy answered”  “Don’t you know?  That’s Jesus 
dying on the cross.”  And he told something of the story.  “Oh,” 
said the man “so that’s it?”  He walked away, but soon after heard 
footsteps coming after him.  It was the little boy, and he said:  “But 
that’s not all.  I wanted also to tell you that He is still alive!” 
-Submitted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROOF PROJECT 
Just as planned, All Elements arrived on site Thursday, June 2nd 
with a crane and materials to prepare for the anticipated roof 
repair project. On Monday, June 6th, the roofing crew was on site 
and repairs began.  While the weather forced the crew to take a 
couple of days off, the project went very smoothly and was 
completed on Wednesday, June 22nd. .   
 

The roofing crew began their duties on Monday, June 6th.  While 
the weather (rain and heat) forced the crew to take a couple days 
off, the repair project was completed on Wednesday, June 22nd.  
 

For safety purposes, it was determined that a walkway was 
needed and will be installed once the materials arrive. In the 
coming weeks, mechanical work will also be completed. 
 

Per the terms and conditions of the contract, First Lutheran was 
required to submit the signed contract with a down payment of 
50% of the contracted amount ($54,648 - paid in January of 2022) 
and an agreement that the remaining contracted amount of 
$54,648 must be paid within 10 days following the completion of 
the project. 
 

While we don’t yet know the total project expenses, we do know 
that we have approximately $37,000 available to cover additional 
expenses not included in the contracted amount (such as: 
walkway, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, damaged insulation, 
and other unforeseen expenses).  
 

First Lutheran was commended for being pro-active in securing 
the contract for this project when we did. During the original 
bidding process, we were told that pricing was only valid for 6 
days. Currently pricing is not available for projects such as this 
until the material ships. In addition, we could’ve easily spent 30% 
more on this project had we not been pro-active in securing this 
contract when we did.  
 

A sincere THANK YOU to all who contributed and supported this 
project! 
 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jring8655@aol.com
mailto:lexsted14@gmail.com
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√ Thrivent Choice  –  Thank you Thrivent members for 
continuing to designate your Choice $.  This past month, ZERO 
Choice funds were received.  Visit (www.Thrivent.com/choice) or 
phone 1-800-847-4836 and say “Choice Dollars.”  Have your 
Thrivent ID# handy. You can phone Mon – Friday from 7 am to 6 
pm.  If you would like assistance, please contact Cindy or the 
Church office.  
√ Thrivent Action Teams – A Thrivent Action Team is a simple, 
flexible way for you to bring people together to make a positive 
difference…..you might hold a fundraiser, conduct a service 
activity, or hold an educational event.  Each year, every Thrivent 
member has (2) Action Teams to use! 
 

Visit Thrivent.com/actionteam to complete an online application 
(minimum 3 weeks before your event).  If you are unable to make 
your request via computer, you can phone Thrivent and make 
your request via Customer Service – call 1-800-847-4836. 
 

When your project is approved, Thrivent will provide resources 
(Action Team Kit) to help plan the event, promotional items 
(including Thrivent T-shirts to increase your visibility), and seed 
money to cover promotional and material expenses ($250 
Community Impact Card).    
 

EVERY Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Action Teams per 
calendar year.   IF YOU”RE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR ACTION 
TEAMS, PLEASE LET CINDY OR THE OFFICE KNOW!  Involve 
others – it’s all about your friends, family and community coming 
together to make a positive impact!   
 

√ Thrivent  2023 Wall Calendar – Visit thrivent.com or watch for 
the Summer issue of Thrivent Magazine to order your 2023 
calendar! 
 

√ Thrivent Member Network - Twin Cities Region works hard 
to create fun and educational content that you can engage in from 
the comfort of your own home.  There are also some great on-
demand webinars (variety of topics) that you can view anytime.  
Guests are welcome! Please feel free to share these 
complimentary events with your friends, family, and community.   
See all the info and resources at:  
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/       
 

Cindy Eggersgluess – 612-840-6308 / 
eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Giving Options 
 

You can remember the ministries of First 
Lutheran Church and School through a 
wide variety of gifts.  Keep in mind; this is 

only a partial list of the many ways for you to make charitable 
gifts.   
 

Traditional IRA Gifts.  Funds in a traditional IRA can be given to 
a charity through your IRA beneficiary designation.  The IRA 
funds pass to your designated charity after death, escaping the 
income tax due on the remaining funds.  Your estate may receive 
an estate tax deduction as well. 
 

Zero Estate Tax Gifts.  Your will or trust can be designed to pass 
along the maximum amount of estate assets to your children after 
death, estate- tax- free, through a family testamentary bequest.  
The remaining assets then are transferred to a charity through a 
bequest, also estate- tax-free.  This plan may result in a zero 
estate tax due on your estate. 
 

Charitable Remainder Trusts.  Give money or property to an 
irrevocable charitable remainder trust in exchange for an income 
during your life and/or the life of your survivor.  After death, any 
remainder value in the trust passes to the charity or charities 
you’ve selected.  You could defer, reduce, or eliminate capital 
gains tax otherwise due on sale of the assets.  You also may 
receive an immediate charitable income tax deduction on the 
remainder interest of the property that passes to charity.  Finally, 
the assets in the charitable remainder trust may escape some 
estate tax after your death as well. 
 

Wealth Replacement.  Also called an irrevocable life insurance 
trust (ILIT), this living trust is created outside the donor’s estate 
and is set up to own life insurance on the donor.  The amount of 
life insurance the trust owns usually is less than or equal to the 
amount of property you plan to give to a charitable cause.  Upon 
your death, your heirs, who usually are the trust beneficiaries, can 
receive the insurance proceeds from the trust both income and 
estate tax free. 
 

Always consult a financial, legal, or tax professional before putting 
a gifting plan into action. 
 

Pick up the brochure “Gifts of a Lifetime” available on an Entrance 
Stand.  Feel free to share with your family and friends.  God’s 
Abundant Grace Enables Abundant Giving!   
 

2022 Endowment Committee - – Wayne Ahlbrecht, Joyce Aul, Bill 
Brickzen, Cindy Eggersgluess, Roger Gronholz, Mary Lemke, 
Dawn Schauer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thrivent.com/choice
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
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FL School Garden 
The 2022 FL School Garden is growing!  School gardens provide 
food to improve diets and nutrition, areas for learning, places for 
pleasure and recreation, as well as a continuing lesson in 
environmental stewardship and civic pride.   

Under the direction of Principal Scheele and Sheila Scheele, 
School Garden Club members meet to tend and care for the 
plants.  At the June 24th meeting, duties included weeding, 
placing grass clippings, mounding up the potato hills, spreading 
bone meal, and caging the tomato plants.    

We invite our congregation and entire community to stop by and 
check out the garden located on the NE end of the school 
campus.  You’ll see a wide variety of plants – cabbage (early and 
late), cucumbers, green beans, sweet potatoes, beets, peppers, 
eggplant, potatoes (100 hills - reds, kennebec, russet, Yukon 
gold), onions, carrots, collard greens, tomatoes, brussel sprouts, 
radishes, arugula, spring mix, pollinator plants, and herbs. 

Photo L to R:  Mr. Dean Scheele, Bryar Bartels, Connor Donnay, 
Beau Bartels, Autumn Gruber, Emme Neubarth, Alexander Plath, 
Landon Grochow, Cole Plath, Harper Neubarth 

 

Flames Summer Club 
It has been a great start for the Flames Summer Club! The 
program is full with a waiting list. Each day begins by studying 
God’s word with devotions and Bible stories. The kids spend a lot 
of time outside at the school playground, blowing bubbles, playing 
baseball, duck duck  grey duck, and at the park playing volleyball, 
four square and catch. 
The kids got to join in on Dairy Days by walking to the bank and 
having ice cream treats. They are also involved in the Summer 
Reading program at the library. Other activities include making 
dance videos, listening at story time, craft time, watching movies 
and eating popcorn, painting flower pots, hanging out with Tori for 
some singing, crafts and snacks and going to the pool three 
afternoons per week using Trailblazer Transit, which they love. 
The kids are looking forward to having the 4-H extension staff 
come and do their monthly presentations. We have happy kiddos 
and happy parents! 
 
 
 

helping with the children’s processional and handing out palms. 
We have large boxes of monogrammed FLC magnetic clips, 
pencils, and reusable grocery/shopping bags—all which may be 
handed out at the Glencoe Days Parade. 
 
On September 24, we will be hosting the KDUZ Lutheran Hour 
Broadcast Fundraising Dinner here at FLC.  Reverend Kirby will 
preach at both services; he may conduct the Bible Study between 
services. On October 9, our board will be hosting a Bingo event 
for family and friends.  Details are being worked on with no 
specifics at this time. 
 

Board of Stewardship  |  June 7th 
No Summary Submitted. 
 

Board of Trustees  |  June 6th  
The board did a walk around of the school and church buildings 
and grounds. Suggested repairs and equipment needing 
maintenance were noted. Applications for the custodian position 
have been received and interviews have taken place. 
 
 
 

St. John's Lutheran Church in NYA is seeking to add to their 
ministry team a Full-Time Office Administrator. Desirable skills 
include someone with strong communication and 
organizational skills, as well as general 
accounting and finance knowledge.  Please see 
the following job description for more details. 
Interested candidates are asked to send resumes 
to Pastor Josh Bernau at 
pastorb@stjohnsnya.org.   
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THE BOARD OF DEACONS 

Purpose: Assist the pastors in maintaining proper decorum 

during worship services, assist the pastors in the work of church 

discipline, and make decisions for the spiritual life of the 

congregation.  

Responsibilities: 

•Attend monthly meetings of the Board; one member to attend 

monthly church council meetings 

•Work at worship services on a rotating basis  

assisting with ushering, offerings, and communion 

•Concern for the spiritual well-being of church members 

•Review the needs, salary, and performance of the pastoral staff, 

music staff, and the DCE 

•Prepare and submit an annual budget 

Should you or someone you know have questions or 

concerns, please contact one of the board members listed 

below:  

Dean Dahlke  510-4315 

Joel Goche  320-444-3859 

Brian Grochow  952-412-1696 

Ryan Ortloff  320-583-5458 

Lester Schauer  864-3666 

Dean Scheele   952-250-1149 

Roger Schmidt   864-6523 

Brian Schuch  864-6614 

Dennis Wolter  510-0206 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summaries from Our Boards and 

Committees 

 
Church Council  | June 16th  
Council Reviewed and 
approved minutes from the 
various church boards. 
Flames of Faith summer 
program is going very well, 
lots of positive responses 
from the children and parents. Pastor Adelsen let the Council know 
this is his last Church Council meeting, the Council and   Pastor 
Welch thanked him for all he has done for First Lutheran Church, 
July 10th will be his last time preaching, with July 15, 2022 is his 
last official day.  Pastor Welch reported that July 7th Circuit Council 
Pastor Reed will be meeting with the Deacons to discuss the Pastor 
vacancy process and what the church is looking for in filling the 
position temporarily until an Associate Pastor is hired. 
 
Christian Education Board  | June 14th  
No Summary Submitted. 
 

Day School Board  | June 1st 
First Lutheran school hosted play day with Mayer Zion and Christ 
Community in Watertown on Friday, May 13. God’s beauty shined 
through the sunshine on the day. It was a well-planned, participated 
and received great feedback. Thank you to all the volunteers for 
their efforts. Plans are underway for the First Lutheran float in the 
Glencoe Days parade. Current registration for 2022-2023 school is 
year is at 168 students. 
 

Board of Deacons  | June 2nd  
Pastor Welch led a discussion on the book of Psalms followed by 
a prayer. Pastor Welch’s 10 year service recognition will be on June 
12th. Pastor Adelsen's 5 year service recognition will be on July 
10th. The Deacons will be serving Fellowship on June 12th and July 
10th. There was discussion about an exit interview for those 
members leaving our congregation. There was discussion about 
newsletter information and editing procedures. Deacon's wedding 
duty information was discussed. The DCE call committee report 
was given. 
 

Board of Evangelism | June 6th  

We are still hoping for more volunteer greeters from church 
members.  Greeters can choose the Sundays and/or holidays that 
work best for them; they can greet as much or as little as they 
they’d like. In March/April, we conducted the “Pack the baskets 
food shelf campaign.”  Donations to the McLeod County 
Emergency Food Shelf included 166 lbs. of food items and $350 
in cash. For Palm Sunday in April, we had purchased palm 
leaves; all board members were available to cover both services  
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                                                First Lutheran Financial Report 

  
2021-2022 Financials:  July-May (YTD) 
  
GENERAL FUND INCOME (July-May)                         
                                                             Current Year                             Last Year 
  Offering Envelopes 768,977.89     716,650.21 
  Debt Reduction      5,890.00      27,710.54 
  Thrivent “Choice” Member Elections        5,243.00        6,089.00 
  McLeod Cares $      617.00              15,234.15 
  Rebates           1,252.56                453.23 
  School “Keep It Happening” Fund        1,800.00        1,625.00 
  School Tuition    267,587.66     178,018.49 
 $ 1,051,368.11  $ 945,780.62 
  
GENERAL FUND EXPENSES (July-May)     
            Last Year 
  Staff 889,756.83     880,412.10 
  Employer Payroll Expense                 3,213.23        (147.84) 
  Buildings 97,398.74      88,188.41 
  Operations                                             31,633.21         31,638.29 
  Interest on Line of Credit - 0 -           (4.96) 
                                                   $ 1,022,002.01  $ 1,000,086.00 
  
2021-2022 MISSIONS & ANGEL SEED OFFERINGS: 
                                                             $ 12,596.00  $ 15,894.00 
  
May 31st GENERAL FUND INDEBTEDNESS:   ($ 169,845.08) 
Last Year’s May 31st General Indebtedness:     ($ 223,379.90) 
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