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“Sharing Christ Changing Lives”

Entering the New Year in Faith!
Was 2021 a year to remember? What events stand out for you
from this past year? Maybe you fondly recall a wedding (or two!)
or the birth of a child or grandchild. Or maybe a family reunion or
summer vacation was especially memorable to you. Although
there are many joyous memories to treasure from the past year, if
you're like me, there are also some sorrows that cling to your
heart, as well. Maybe you remember loneliness or the loss of a
beloved family member or friend. Perhaps you remember the loss
of a cherished pet. Perhaps you experienced broken families,
broken marriages, the loss of a job, the loss of a home. Perhaps
you even remember sin—the sin you've committed against
others, the sin others have committed against you.

As the year of our Lord 2021 ends and the year 2022 begins, we,
the forgiven and redeemed children of God, move forward in faith!
As we do, we have God's assurance from His Word that nothing
shall ever separate us from His love for us in Christ. That gives us
true hope. That gives us true joy as we enter this New Year!

No matter what happens in this world in the year 2022 A.D, we
move forward in faith! No matter what challenges confront us in
our personal lives this year, we move forward in faith! Jesus has
overcome the world and all that stands against us. (Romans 8:28-
37)

In Christ, our crucified and risen Savior we move forward with
faith and He fills us with His joy. We can be joyful because the
Lord is with us, always. As we celebrate at Christmas, He came to
take on our flesh and go through all of our experiences with us. In
His immeasurable love, He laid down His perfect life for us on the
cross to take away our sins and all that would separate us from
God. Risen and ascended, He is at God's right hand praying for
us. But He also comes to us through His Word and Sacraments to
give us His forgiveness, His peace, and His joy even now. Then,
on the Last Day, we will see Him face to face where, “There will
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order
of things has passed away.” (Revelation 21:4).

In this world we will have trouble. But take heart! Jesus has
overcome the world!

‘Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! Let your
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4: 4-7)

Happy New Year!

~In Christ, Pastor Dan Welch

We are especially thankful for all you do to
bring glory to God through the various
ERS ministries here at First Lutheran Church!

DERS
DEACONS

~ Sunday Jan. 2
8:00 AM - Lars Ide / Lee Terlinden
10:30 AM - Brian Schuch/Dave Sell

Sunday Jan. 9
8:00 AM - Brian Grochow/Fritz Schulz
10:30 AM — Brain Schuch/Dean Dahlke

Sunday Jan. 16
8:00 AM - Joel Goche/Doug Dahlke
10:30 AM — Roger Schmidt/Lars Ide

- Sunday Jan. 23
. 8:00 AM - Dean Scheele/Warren Willcox
10:30 AM - Dennis Wolter/Dave Sell
Sunday Jan. 30
2 8:00 AM — Dennis Wolter / Doug Dahlke
10:30 AM - Dennis Wolter/Richard Jannusch
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< Your faithful service is what continues to
A te make First Lutheran Church a wonderful ..

place to worship, fellowship and serve
MiniStry together!

Sunday Jan. 2
g 8:00 AM - Elizabeth Grimm
10:30 AM — Nicholas Hanson

i Sunday Jan. 9
8:00 AM — Maelee Streufert
10:30 AM - Riley Sullivan

Sunday Jan. 16
8:00 AM — Maelee Streufert
10:30 AM - Riley Sullivan

Sunday Jan. 23
2 8:00 AM — Dylan Bargmann
g 10:30 AM - Riley Sullivan
- Sunday Jan. 30
N 8:00 AM — Maelee Streufert
10:30 AM - Nicholas Hanson
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Christmas Joy!
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:

Merry Christmas!

As the secular world began commercialized Christmas as soon as
the porch lights went out on Halloween night and kicks
commercialized Christmas into high gear between Thanksgiving
and Christmas Day, and then promptly moves on from Christmas
at 12:01 a.m. on December 26, the one holy Christian and
apostolic Church has only begun celebrating the birth of the
Savior.

Christmas, for Christians, cannot be contained to only one day —
December 25. The Church continues the celebration that began
on December 25 with the 12 days of Christmas! The Church
celebrates “the Word (Jesus Christ) became flesh and dwelt
among us” (John 1:14).

There in the manger, wrapped up like any other human child, is
the Second Person of the Trinity — the very Son of God — who has
come as the only Savior for mankind. There in the manger is God
in human flesh. There in the manger is the definition of true love
that He came to “lay down his life for us” (1 John 3:16) so that all
who would trust in Christ would be saved from the power of sin,
eternal death, and damnation.

The secular world may be tired of and finished with Christmas, but
for us there is simply too much to squeeze into a single
celebration. Christmas joy spills over and fills the 12 days of
Christmas with praise to the incarnate Lord.

We are all familiar with the carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”
From all appearances, the lyrics appear to be a total nonsense
rhyme set to music. But within those lyrics is a hidden song of
Christian catechesis and Christmas joy:

1. The Partridge in a Pear Tree: Jesus Christ (December 25)

2. Two Turtle Doves: Old and New Testaments (December 26)
3. Three French Hens: Faith, Hope, Charity (December 27)

4. Four Calling Birds: The Four Gospels (December 28)

5. Five Golden Rings: The Pentateuch [The Books of Moses]
(December 29)

6. Six Geese A-laying: Six Days of Creation (December 30)

7. Seven Swans A-swimming: The Seven Gifts of the Spirit
(December 31)

8. Eight Maids A-milking: The Eight Beatitudes (January 1)

9. Nine Ladies Dancing: The Nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit
(January 2)

10. Ten Lords A-leaping: The Ten Commandments (January 3)
11. Eleven Pipers Piping: The Eleven Faithful Apostles (January
4)

12. Twelve Drummers Drumming: The Twelve Points of Doctrine
in the Apostles’ Creed (January 5)

Then on January 6 — the Day of Epiphany — Christmas joy
continues as that is the day when the first Gentiles (non-Jews) fell
down and worshipped the child Savior. There, the Magi, opened
their gifts and gave the Savior gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Like
the “Twelve Days of Christmas” carol, these gifts present a
mysterious confession. The gold confesses the child to be a king.
Frankincense confesses Him to be God Himself in our flesh.

Myrrh confesses the child’s death as He came to be a sacrifice, to
offer His life on our behalf. This Epiphany joy adds to the
Christmas joy with the season of Epiphany, for which we
remember that Christ came for all people. The Magi, on that first
Epiphany, are the first fruits of the Gentiles to be brought to faith
and give Christ their worship.

Jesus came as the One and Only Savior for all people and this is
why Christmas cannot be contained to one day! Merry Christmas
and Happy Epiphany!

In Chwrist, Pastor Adelsevv

"Allis calm, and all is bright."

These lyrics have been stuck in my head this Christmas season,
mainly because December is anything but calm and bright. With
the chaos of everything, we fit into one month AND the time
change that makes the sun go down so early. It's a recipe for
chaos if you ask me. But as | kept singing this in my head, |
couldn't help but think about Jesus in the stable that Christmas
night. The world's stillness felt as the Savior of the world entered
into our lives as a baby. It is now January that you are reading
this, but it is never too late to take time to reflect on Jesus' birth.
That humble moment where he came to us as a baby boy to live
solely here on earth to die and rise again so that our sins are
defeated is something worth celebrating. In each youth group that
we had this month, we focused on the humble birth of Jesus and
the joy that we can have throughout this season. We talked about
how nice it is to get gifts and give gifts but how easily we forget
about our perfect gift. With all of the distractions in our lives that
try to pull us away from the humble birth, we are here to
celebrate. My prayer is that you can take a few moments to see
how Jesus is trying to bring calmness and brightness to your life.

~Blessings on your January! - Tori Kidd, DCE



Momentum
For days, weeks, months, and even years now, we've been
talking about the need for a roof repair / replacement.

The Board of Trustees along with Bill Brickzen have spent
countless hours and meetings accessing the current roof
conditions, identifying problem areas, discussing various options,
and requesting bids from a number of contractors. At the voter's
meeting in November, contractors were invited to attend and
share information pertaining to their submitted bid for the

project. The information provided allowed for questions and
discussion. Following the voters meeting, the board of trustees
met and narrowed the options down to two contractors (All
Elements & Laraway) with two different products (PVC & TPO) of
which they presented at a special voters meeting on Tuesday,
December 28th.

While some questioned why the board of trustees didn't come
with a recommendation, others appreciated the opportunity to be
educated on the various options, consume the information, and
make an informed decision about what they felt was best for First
Lutheran. During this entire process, their intention was to be the
best stewards for First Lutheran and lead the congregation to
making an informed decision. I'd like to personally thank each
and every one of them for being so transparent and doing their
due diligence!

Even though the snow is falling, and this project is slated to start
when school concludes for the year, the momentum is already
building. We are working closely with All Elements on the labor,
materials, and purchasing contracts which will be reviewed by a
legal team at RJM Construction at no cost to First

Lutheran. There is great comfort in their willingness to provide
professional guidance. The process for applying for the SMART
loan currently offered through LCEF has begun. This is 12 month
interest free loan with the availability to borrow up to

$150,000. And because of the support and generous donations,
the roof repair fund continues to grow.

Wishing you health and happiness in the new year!

Becky Edwards ~ Business Manager
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15t Annual FLS
i Silent Auction & Meal

Due to the fantastic results from last year,
the Silent Auction will be held on-line again
this year! Bidding will start February 27 and end March 6. Details for
the meal are in the works and we're hoping to offer something new
and exciting! Mark your calendar & plan to support FLS!
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: dropped off at the Church Office from 8 AM — 4 PM Monday — Friday.

! All donations are appreciated and will help to ensure that this year's

+ eventis a great one! To volunteer or make a donation, please contact

! the Church Office at 864-5522 or a member of the Flame Boosters
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Donations are being accepted for this year's event now and can be ;
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Adult Bible Study

On Sunday, January 2 at 9:15 a.m. we will return to a Bible
Study on C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters. Throughout January
and February, we will expand upon Lewis’ thoughts found in each
letter as we learn and discuss the battles being waged in the
Spiritual world as we look to God’s Word. On January 2nd, we will
read and discuss the 18t and 19t letters, which deal with love
and marriage. Books are available, if desired, and participants
may give a free-will donation for each book. All ages are invited to
participate!

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES
have been mailed to members’ .
homes. If you have not yet Offel’l“g
received your 1st quarter
envelopes, please contact the

church office. Generic offering oS \
envelopes are available at each of ’\‘—’ /:,ﬂ;/ G \
the Welcome Stands for your = o~

convenience. Please write your
name or your envelope number on the outside of these
envelopes.

2021 OFFERING STATEMENTS

We continue to make efforts to

reduce the cost of mailing

contribution statements to our

members.

You can now receive your

contribution statement by email.

Not only does this help to reduce costs, but you also receive your
statement in a timelier manner. Please contact the church office
to confirm the email address you wish to have the statement sent
to.

Paper statements will be placed outside the workroom in
alphabetical order. They will be available for congregation
members to pick up in late January. Should you need them prior
to this time period, please contact the church office and we'll be
happy to help!




Study on C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity
Continues on January 11

The Christian Book Study on C.S. Lewis’ -

o
Mere,.
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Mere Christianity meets next on Tuesday,
January 11 at 6 p.m., when the Christian
Book Study group will finish C.S. Lewis’
Mere Christianity. The study will attempt
to meet every second Tuesday of each
month through May.

C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity

C.S. Lewis has been called by many “The
apostle to the skeptics” and was one of
the intellectual giants of the 20t century. His book, that was
originally his broadcast talks of the war years, has become one of
the most popular introductions to the Christian faith ever written.
In his book titled Mere Christianity, Lewis sets out to “explain and
defend the belief that has been common to nearly all Christians at
all times.”

Please contact Pastor Adelsen for any more information.
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To ensure your prayer request is included in our weekly bulletin
notes and the prayers of the church during Sunday worship
services, please contact the office by 4:00 PM on Thursdays.

How to Watch Facebook
WITHOUT Having an Account

Did you know that you can watch
Worship Services, Events, Bible
Studies, Videos and see Pictures
and Posts on First Ev. Lutheran’s
Facebook page without having
your own Facebook account?
Here is how you do it:

[

From your computer’s internet browser, go to the First Lutheran
website at: www.firstglencoe.org

From the home page, click on the slide “Watch Worship Services
Online” on our Facebook page. The First Ev. Lutheran Facebook
page will open in a new tab and you will see a picture of the south
entrance of our building (to properly identify). On the left-hand
side of the page you will see “videos”. Click on videos and scroll
down until you see the specific video (Divine Services, Behind the
Hymn, Children’s Messages, efc.).

You can also search for First Ev. Lutheran School and see School
related posts. These are “public” pages and so you can peruse
without becoming a Facebook member.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Becky for
further direction.

me
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) \;/\’/— Members and Visitors — We thank all
0 ) Electronic  givers for supporting our mission with
Giving your gifts. For those who choose to give

electronically, in just seconds you can
make a weekly offering or pay for
events/activities. E-Giving allows you to give anytime and anywhere,
donate to your favorite funds, and make your gifts recurring. You can
give via a smartphone app, texting, or online.

Vanco Mobile Faith — Mobile App

Text § (your § amount) to 855-976-9619

Give online via www firstglencoe.org

You might also complete a paper authorization with the office

Thank you to everyone who participated in Giving
Tuesday on November 30, 2021 at FL!
Throughout the day, more than (50) people
expressed their generosity in many ways. More
than (130) hours were logged and $575 and
another $1000 match were donated to the Roof Repair project. A list
of accomplishments:
- Prepared (430 + 284) Christmas cards (for our shut-ins,
care centers, and area Veterans)
- Christmas Decorating
- Quilting
- Deep Cleaning in Choir Loft and Sanctuary Pews
- Gave Friendship & Fellowship at Bible Study
- Set-up outdoor Nativity Scene
- Served Refreshments
- Monetary contributions were received
- Received donations of (102) pair socks, (9) pair oozy
socks, and (36) pair underwear for Orphan Grain Train
- FLS students rang the Bells at Coborns from Noon till 3 pm
for the Salvation Army Red Kettle
- Reading with FLS Students
All of this activity is just an example of what happened on one day
and it was a wonderful way to “kick off’ the Giving Season! Thank
you to the Thrivent Action Team program for supplying money to
purchase postage for the Christmas cards and snacks and
refreshments for the volunteers!
All through the year, our numerous volunteers log countless hours
and help in a multitude of ways. We thank you!

Recovering from surgery? Homebound? Difficult
to shop? Just can't cook for yourself? If you
answered “yes” to any of these questions,
Meals on Wheels may be for you!

als

n
neels i
U-) Volunteer drivers deliver nutritious, well-
balanced hot meals for lunch Monday - Friday.
Each meal consists of a cooked meat; potato, rice, or pasta; a
vegetable; bread; butter; salad; and dessert. Special diet meals
are also available.

Meals may be free, at a reduced cost, or for a free-will offering.
Please contact Brenda at 320-864-5728 for more information and
details. If answered by voicemail, leave a message and your call
will be returned.



http://www.firstglencoe.org/
http://www.firstglencoe.org/

: Lutheran Women in Mission

LUTHERAN WOMEN'S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
First Evangelical Lutheran Women in Mission “LWML” will meet
Monday January 3 at 2:15 PM for Bible Study, Christian
fellowship, and prayer. (Note the time change from previous
meetings.) Helen Becker will lead a devotion. Pastor Welch will
lead a Bible Study “His Faithfulness to All Generations” from
The Lutheran Women’s Quarterly. We will discuss up-coming
service projects and possible fundraisers. ALL WOMEN of the
congregation are welcomed to join. You can participate as a
member, volunteer, frequent guest, or occasional guest.
Refreshments will be served.

What does LWML stand for?

LWML stands for “Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.” We
are the official auxiliary organization of the Lutheran Church

Missouri Synod. We are also called “Lutheran Women in Mission.”

As Lutheran Women in Mission we:

o Joyfully proclaim Christ
e  Support missions
e  Equip women to honor God by serving others

Each woman of our congregation is welcomed and encouraged to
use her unique God-given gifts as she supports local and global
missions as she serves the Lord with gladness.

With joy we come together,
Our hearts of one accord,
Rejoicing in the blessings

Of serving You, O Lord.
The gifts that You have given
Make us a mighty throng.
With thankfulness we raise up
Our praise to You in song.

Lord, with Your love and guidance,
We'll serve You faithfully.
Wherever You should lead us,
We'll follow willingly.

May we be bold in witness
So others see Your grace.
That we may one day worship
Together face to face.

(Tune: The Church’s One Foundation)

Educating Pastors in Africa
$100.000 Grant from LWML

God is calling African men of faith to become pastors. These
men of faith know the local culture and how to best share God’s
truth and the love of Christ in their native country. Matongo
Lutheran College, Kenya, East Africa, is a confessional Lutheran
College of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK)
which is in altar and pulpit fellowship with the Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod (LCMS). This theological college, where Rev.
Vance Becker currently teaches, will receive $100,000 grant from
the national Lutheran Women'’s Missionary League (LWML). The
“mite” offerings received from our local “Lutheran Women in
Mission” are a part of this grant. The grant funds will be used
for pastoral education projects including scholarships and
seminary needs in Kenya, Togo West Africa, and Uganda as well
as general support of six missionaries. You can read more about
this grant and see a photo of Pastor and Mrs. Becker at
www.lwml.org/mission-grants.

® ° Happy January Birthday to “Lutheran Women
fer - =4 in Mission” honorary members Lorraine Krumm and
—— Ida Rutske. A $5 gift to LWML mission grants “Mites”
has been given in honor of each of you.

Radio Broadcasts --- Help get our Sunday

Services heard!
Do you listen to the Sunday morning radio
broadcast aired once a month on KDUZ?

Did you ever notice that often times a member
will sponsor these broadcasts to honor a
special occasion or in memory of a loved one?

If you've ever thought of sponsoring a broadcast, now is the
time...we still have some unsponsored broadcasts in the coming
months. Can you help?

The cost to sponsor the broadcast for one month is $185. The
sponsorship announcement would include the words “Today’s
radio broadcast is sponsored by....” If you are interested in
sponsoring, please call or stop in the church office.

This ministry is possible thanks to the generosity of our
sponsoring members as well as the Edwin and Ella Ponath Radio
Broadcast Fund.


http://www.lwml.org/mission-grants

A Message of Hope on The Lutheran Hour
Hear the Good News of the Gospel on the Lutheran Hour each
Sunday at 12:30 pm on KDUZ 1260 AM Radio. During the month
of January, you will hear the following program topics:

Jan 2 "Gospel Power for Personal Patience" with former
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz. No one likes to
wait! Hear God's promises for impatient people. (Luke 2:40-52)

Jan 9 "Facing Rejection” with Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. How
does one deal with rejection? Push through it? Rise above it? Or
start over? (Luke 3:1-22)

Jan 16 "Hazed and Confused" with Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler.
God is against our pride because He wants to give Himself to us.
(Luke 4:1-37)

Jan 23 "Topic not available at newsletter deadline.” Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler.

Jan 30 "Topic not available at newsletter deadline.” Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

Thank you for supporting the KDUZ Radio Lutheran Hour
broadcasts with your gifts and your prayers. We have been
blessed with sponsors through June of 2022. Please call or e-
mail to inquire or verify available dates in 2022. Contact Rich
Streufert at 320-864-6884 or e-mail
richstreufert@embargmail.com.

Broadcast sponsors can dedicate a sponsorship in memory of a
loved one, in honor of a birthday or anniversary, or sponsor a
broadcast as a service project for their congregation organization.
Checks should be made out to “KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast’.
Send checks to “KDUZ Lutheran Hour Supporters”, % First
Lutheran Church, 925 13th Street E, Glencoe, MN 55336.
God’s Word provides the light we need. Psalm 119:105

Family Shield Broadcast - “WE CARE ABOUT
FAMILIES”

During the month of January, we invite you to listen to the Family
Shield broadcast each Saturday at 9:30 am on Glencoe Radio
Station KGLB 96.1 FM or 1310 AM to hear the following topics:

Jan 1 “An ex-Jehovah’s Witness Shares His Story of Coming
to Know Christ”

with guest: Charles Smith, an ex-Jehovah’s Witness and
Christian.

Jan 8 “How to Reach Mormons for Christ” with guest: Bill
McKeever, Mormon Research Ministry.

Upcoming Programs:

“Becoming a Loving Blended Family” with guest: Dana Herbst.

“The Story of a Single Teenage Mom and Her Son” with guest:
Vicar Chris Hill.

Take up the shield of faith. Ephesians 6:16

FAMILY SHIELD
MINISTRIES

www.familyshieldministries.com

Men’s Network January 18, 7-8 pm
Men - join us as we continue our discussion of “Apologetics —
defending the Christian faith”. The Men’s Network meets on the
third Tuesday of each month from 7-8 pm, led by Rev. Tyson
Mastin, at St. John Lutheran Church in Plato. All sessions are at
St. John Lutheran and are open to and being attended by men
from area congregations who are interested to learn more about
defending the Christian faith.

Snow Plowing During Storms ~
REMINDER: Church members need to be S\
aware that parking lots at the church are not ‘
plowed during snowstorms but done after

the snow has stopped. The exceptions to

this are worship services and special events, such as weddings
and funerals. Please be cautious if you need to come to the
church during a snowfall!

\’/
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2022 All Board and Council Re-organization Meeting
Thursday, January 6™ at 7:00 PM

--- Who should attend?
ALL current board members not up for another term
ALL current board members who have another term
ALL newly-appointed board members
(letters will be sent from church office)

--- Business Conducted at the meeting:
Determine board officers
Determine 2022 meeting schedule
Determine 2022 Council Representative

Don't. Miss

—
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FLC Prayer Chain

New members are needed to
keep our PRAYER CHAIN going!
You can join either a Phone or an
E-Mail Chain. Participation is
simple, but so very powerful! The
Bible says in Phil. 4.6, “But in
everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your request be known to
God.” Thank you to all of our current members for their
commitment to prayer — to confidentiality, discretion, and listening
to the Holy Spirit.

Please Join Our Prayer Chain

%ﬂmu}

Ce

- 1 Thessaloni 5:17
g PR

How does it work?

Phone Chain - Simply receive a phone call from another prayer
chain member with a request. When you receive the call, write
down the prayer request word for word as dictated to you. Pray
immediately and then call the next person on your chain, passing
on the dictated info. If you are unable to reach that person, leave
a message relaying the information. Continue phoning on down
the list until you reach a person or the end of the chain.

E-Mail Chain — Simply receive the email from the prayer chain
leader and pray immediately.

Have questions, want to join, or have a prayer request? Prayer
requests are confidential and may even be made anonymously.
Feel free to contact the church office or one of the prayer chain
phone numbers: (320)864-3892 or (320)238-2148.

This is the Life - TV Program
Starting in the late 1950’s, Lutheran
Hour Ministries aired a TV program,
called “This is the Life” in their efforts
to bring Christ to the nation. It was
a critically acclaimed show that used
story and drama to convey eternal
truths from God’s Word. It featured
actors that were just getting started in their careers.

Recently,
Lutheran Hour Ministries in partnership with Main Street Living re-
mastered and brought to HD quality about 50 of these programs.
Even though the props and styles are of the 1960’s and 70's, the
subject matter is still very relevant.

In the Twin Cities area, This is the Life airs every Sunday at 8:30
am on WFTC Channel 29 (set your DVR)....... or you can also
watch it anytime online at mainstreetliving.com.

Stories of Faith

The Public Relations (PR) Team invites members to share their
stories related to situations or events in which they experience
God’s love and providential care.

Cindy Eggersgluess 238-2148
eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
864-4029
jring8655@aol.com
Lynn Exsted 864-6452
lexsted14@gmail.com

Jeri Ring

How Long, Lord?

....... an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get
up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt.
Stay there until | tell you....."

“How long, Lord?” “How long will it be until | find a job?” “How
long will I suffer this pain?” “How long can these problems last?”
In times of stress and anxiety, we yearn to know how long.

In a dream, an angel instructed Joseph to take Mary and Jesus to
Egypt. The family fled their home in the dead of night to avoid
Herod’s soldiers and their murderous mission. How long would
the family need to stay in Egypt? How long until they felt at home
in a strange community? How long would Herod’s insanity last?
They didn’t know. As they had done before, Joseph and Mary put
the Word of God above their doubts and questions.

God’s unfailing guidance is open to us through His Word, the
Bible. In the Bible, we will hear what is truly important: not
questions like “how long?” but promises like....the Lord is faithful
(2 Thess 3:3); | will never leave you nor forsake you (Joshua 1:5);
and Event to your old age and gray hairs | am he, | am he who
will sustain you” (Isaiah 46:4).

Lord Jesus, give me comfort and strength as | rely on You. Amen.

(From LWML online devotions)

Sunday School Sponsoring Ethiopian Child

The First Lutheran Church |

Sunday School is sponsoring an )

Ethiopian child through the /f ibooiiecs sove

Compassion International Con]paSSI()r]'
in Jesus name

organization. Abdi is a young boy
who lives with his mother in
central Ethiopia. One of Abdi's needs is to continue to receive
developmental and healthy support from his local child
development center. Abdi also needs to hear about Jesus and
how he is loved by our God. The Sunday School children will be
given opportunities to communicate with Abdi, support Abdi's
needs with gifts of Sunday School offerings, and pray for a new
friend.


mailto:jring8655@aol.com
mailto:lexsted14@gmail.com

“Touring” First Lutheran Church

As houses of God, church buildings lift our minds and hearts to
heavenly realities, leading us to meditate on our Lord. This is the
final leg of our “9-part tour” looking closer at areas of our church.
(If anyone has a request or idea for future articles, please contact
Cindy Eggersgluess.) Thank you for joining us — we hope you
enjoyed our journey around First Lutheran!

This month we’'ll take a look at the Stained-Glass Windows on the
South Side of the 1962 Sanctuary Addition. We'll begin at the
SW side (south entrance into church) and move toward the front.

#1 Christ's Passion —
symbolized by the
scourge. (This is located
at the south entrance into
the Sanctuary.)

#2 Crucifixion of our Lord
- symbolized by the crown
of thorns together with
three large rough nails.

#3 Resurrection of Christ
— symbolized by a bursting
pomegranate showing the
power of our Lord who
burst the tomb on Easter
Day and came forth alive.

#4 Ascension of our Lord
— symbolized through
another ascension: the
flaming chariot that took
Elijah to heaven in a
whirlwind. IHS are the
first three letters for the
Greek spelling of Jesus.

#5 Triumph of Christ our Lord
— symbolized by the cross
and orb signifying the triumph
of our Savior over the sin of
the world.

VP AN /r

HELP YOURSELF

RECORDED WORSHIP SERVICES

Each week volunteers from our congregation record the worship
services at First Lutheran Church. Once recorded, the dvd is
dropped off at Nuvera to be broadcast on Channel 10. This
broadcast is aired on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM and Fridays at
5:30 PM. From there, the dvd is transported to GlenFields to be
viewed by their residents and circles back to First Lutheran.

As you can imagine, the collection of recorded services on dvd's
is accumulating. Following voter's approval, it was decided to
offer the dvd's to members of our congregations. If you or
someone you know might be interested in these previously
recorded worship services, we invite you to help yourself to the
dvd's located outside the church office. First come, first serve!



thrivent

\ Thrivent Choice — Thank you Thrivent members for
continuing to designate your Choice $. This past month, we
received $117 for FLC and $27 for FLS. Visit
(www.Thrivent.com/choice) or phone 1-800-847-4836 and say
“Choice Dollars.” Have your Thrivent ID# handy. You can phone
Mon — Friday from 7 am to 6 pm. If you would like assistance,
please contact Cindy or the church office.

\ Thrivent Action Teams — A Thrivent Action Team is a simple,
flexible way for you to bring people together to make a positive
difference.....you might hold a fundraiser, conduct a service
activity, or hold an educational event. Each year, every Thrivent
member has (2) Action Teams to use!

Visit Thrivent.com/actionteam to complete an online application
(minimum 3 weeks before your event). If you are unable to make
your request via computer, you can phone Thrivent and make
your request via Customer Service — call 1-800-847-4836.

When your project is approved, Thrivent will provide resources
(Action Team Kit) to help plan the event, promotional items
(including Thrivent T-shirts to increase your visibility), and seed
money to cover promotional and material expenses ($250
Community Impact Card).

EVERY Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Action Teams per
calendar year. IF YOU'RE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR ACTION
TEAMS, PLEASE LET CINDY OR THE OFFICE KNOW! This a
new year — so all Thrivent members again have 2 Action Teams!
Involve others — it's all about your friends, family and community
coming together to make a positive impact!

\/ Facebook page for Thrivent Network — Be sure to check out
and “Like” to stay updated on exciting new opportunities and
newly created events!

\ Thrivent Member Network - Twin Cities Region works hard
to create fun and educational content that you can engage in from
the comfort of your own home. There are also some great on-
demand webinars (variety of topics) that you can view anytime.
Guests are welcome! Please feel free to share these events with
your friends, family, and community. See all the info and
resources at: https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-
network/twin-cities/

Cindy & Neil Eggersgluess - 320-238-2148 /
eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com

Linda Becker, Verna & Harold Kunkel, Pastor Mathison, Amy
Welch - Your Congregational Volunteers

The Annual Potato

Pancake Dinner has been a
long-standing tradition here at First
Lutheran. We are hopeful that this
well-loved tradition will take place
again this year. Stay tuned as we
anticipate an announcement regarding
the Annual Potato Pancake Dinner will
be coming soon!

CAROLERS who spread joy and merriment on Saturday,
Dec. 18", The group visited shut-ins from Good Shepherd and
First Lutheran Churches, as well as Aveyron Homes in
Glencoe. It was heartwarming and a privilege to share the
Good News of Jesus’ birth! - Joy to the World!

THANK YOU to those that
came and supported the
Craft Sale, Bake Sale, and

0 ¢S

zraft &

Lunch held at FLC on

Saturday, Dec 4. bake Sale
Proceeds raised were A e
$3720 which will be split %

between the LCMS Youth

Gathering Group, LWML, and Quilting Ladies.


http://www.thrivent.com/choice
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com

2022 Officers & Board Members
CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS:

President: Wayne Ahlbrecht

Vice President: Bill Brickzen

Treasurer: Mary Lemke

Secretary: Joyce Aul

BOARD MEMBERS

Cemetery: Faye Bruckschen, Charlie Czycalla, Jason Dahlke,
Tom Hueser, Duane Klaustermeier, Dave Schiroo, Stuart
Selchow, Louie Tessmer

Christian Education : Taylor Bernstein, Melissa Cisewski, Caitlin
Freberg, Katelynn Goche, Cindy Mathews, Micky Neubarth,
Annika Schafer

Day School: Mindy Dressel, Grant Grochow, Jodi Michaelis,
Kari Nikolaisen, Erik Plath, Jennifer Pokornowski

Deacons: Dean Dahlke, Joel Goche, Brian Grochow, Ryan
Ortloff, Les Schauer, Dean Scheele, Roger Schmidt, Brian
Schuch, Dennis Wolter

Elders: Doug Dahlke, Dean Exsted, Don Hepner, David Hoese,
Terry (Lars) Ide, Richard Jannusch, Jon Lemke, Tim Schauer,
Mark Schmidt, Jan (Fritz) Schulz, Dave Sell, Kermit Terlinden,
Lee Terlinden, Warren Willcox

Evangelism: Linda Becker, Carrie Donnay, Lynn Exsted, Jennifer
Ortloff, Sheila Scheele, Rich Streufert

Stewardship: Janet Betsinger, Keenan Dummer, Will Freberg,
Darlene Polzin, Sally Schultz, Sue Schulz

Trustees: Mark Ahlbrecht, Dave Aul, Randy Bussler, Lesa
Hueser, Larry Kunkel, Jon Lemke, Tim Proehl, Gary Schauer

WELCOME to all newly appointed board members, and re-
appointed board members. We are thankful you have chosen or
are continuing to serve here at FIRST! To those who are in the
middle of their term, keep up the good work! We see all you are
doing to bring glory to God through the various ministries of First
Lutheran. Our heartfelt thanks to all whose terms of service ended
in 2021. Your faithful service during this time is what continues to
make First Lutheran a wonderful place to worship, fellowship, and
serve together --- Sharing Christ, Changing Lives!
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Summaries from
Our Boards and
Committees

Church Council | December 16t
No Summary Submitted

Christian Education | December 14th
No Summary Submitted

Day School Board | December 7th

At the December meeting, the school board approved to pay the
total amount for the new kitchen stove from the Hot Lunch
Program account. It was also discussed for the timeline of
Principal call committee. The Board also increased the stipends
for the Athletic Director and Technology Director to better
compensate for their time.

Board of Deacons | December 2nd

Lester Schauer and Roger Schmidt are willing to serve on the DCE
Call Committee. Some worship spots were needed to be filled by
Deacons. The deacons have decided to pass on providing altar
flowers for Christmas for this year. Portals of Prayer costs will come
out of the worship supplies line on the Deacons Budget. Pastor
Adelsen's housing allowance was increased to $29,000.

Board of Evangelism
No Meeting in December.

Board of Stewardship | December 7th
No Summary Submitted

Board of Trustees | December 6th

The Board of Trustees selected two bids for the reroofing project
from two companies and will get updated bids for the specific
Scope of Work to be completed. The Board will meet again in
December to select the bid that they will recommend to the Voters
at the Special Voters’ Assembly meeting on December 28th. The
Church Secretary position has been filled by Robyn Field. The
Board of Trustees approved an upgrade for a new camera/video
streaming system.




First Lutheran School
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FIRST LUTHERRAN

“Nurturing Spiritual & Academic Growth” FanEs

Please Pray for | | Perfect Church Attendance

e The people sharing the Good News of Christ in Zambia, Perfect or Exceptional Church Attendance
that the Holy Spirit might work faith in the hearts of all the Congratulations to the following students who had perfect or
people who hear His Word. exceptional church attendance for the first trimester; Phoebe

o Thankful hearts, that we may never take what we have Nikolaisen, Connor Donnay, Chloe Donnay, Autumn Gruber, Axel
been given by our Heavenly Father for granted. Gruber, Grady Schuft, Madison Goche, Kole Christensen,

e  Those less fortunate in our world, including religious and Madeline Zimmerman, Brock Zimmerman, Griffin Bargmann, Joey
political refugees, those who lost loved ones from the Lamp, Marek Lewin, Isaiah Nikolaisen, Alex Cisewski, Liam Diehn,
pandemic, the homeless, and repressed people Willa Polzin, Kira Lewin, and Sophie Witthus. Praise God for
everywhere. healthy bodies and dedicated parents.

Thank You To | | Ongoing Fundraisers

e The School Board for providing goodie bags to all the We are collecting: Box Tops, Coborn’s MORE rewards points, and
children during this wonderful time of the year. Country Hearth labels. We usually receive a large check from

o Becky Edwards for helping with the Young Investors Coborn's at the end of each school year. If you have not yet
Stamp Program and running it every week. designated FLS as the recipient of the Food Club brand points,

 Allthe great folks who supported the seventh and eighth please contact the church or school office and we can help you get
graders by attending the soup and sandwich supper. that set up. Keep up the good work!

e Coborns for donating peanuts for the Christmas bags.

\ Coborns MORE Rewards

Calendar Notes | As of 12-16-21, there are 647 entities entered on Coborn’s

Januaryg Echohol Resumes list! FLS has moved up from 17t position to 16t position of the
j:gﬂ:z 17 N‘c))lz cﬁgzl, Martin Luther King Jr. Day top-20 pointl-(.aarners Ii§ted to date, with 31,605.01 points! .
January 23-29 National Lutheran Schools Week The top positions continue to be Sartell-St Stephens PreK-5 with
January 31-Feb. 4 7th and 8th graders at Wolf Ridge 77,742.07 points and Watford City Elementary PTO with 68,420.32
Environmental Learning Center points. | think that is outstanding for our little school and its
supporters/shoppers!
Honor Roll
Congratulations to the following students who attained the honor Coborn's, Inc. is committed to donating $150,000 to the program
roll for the first trimester at First Lutheran School: during the 2021-2022 school year (September 1, 2021 through
May 31, 2022). No points are awarded or earned between June 1
“B” Honor Roll: Beau Brelje, Colton Geib, Kate Grimm, Marek and August 31. The points your school earns will help grow their
Lewin, Kyler Pokornowski, Landon Grochow, Oliver Peterson, Cole share of the $150,000 total. It's like a pie - the size of your school's
Plath, Aiden Pierson, Brody Wendolek, Ivanna Schultz, Eva slice will depend on how many points they have received. Reward
Stuewe, and Xander Plath. checks will be issued by June 30, 2022. Schools should encourage

“A” Honor Roll: Hadley Busse, Gemma Goff, Lilly Petterson, Alex their supporters to register for their location at moreRewards.com.

Cisewski, Kryptan Wisch, Erika Goche, Isaiah Nikolaisen, Owen
Busse, Kole Christensen, Cooper Foss, Cody Michaelis, Brooke
Mickolichek, Bennet Goff, Denali Jo Buckley, Grace

Schultz, Lizzy Grimm, Beth Wendinger, and Grady Schuft.
Praise God for the gifts he has given these students!

Coborn's, Cash Wise, and Marketplace Foods store brands
(Food Club, Full Circle, Top Care, @ease, Paws, Tippy Toes, and
more!) earn points for your school. There are more than 3,000
qualifying items!



https://www.coborns.com/
https://www.cashwise.com/
https://www.marketplacefoodswi.com/

Fourth Grade News \ \ Giving Tuesday

It's a fun time in 4th grade! We have been working our way through It was a great Giving Tuesday at school. Guests came and gave
the Old Testament in Religion and will be starting a unit on Jesus' their time in the classrooms by reading with students.

beginning ministry in the new year. In Science we have learned We also had a few students ring bells for the Salvation Army at
about animal adaptations and the human body, and our next unit is Coborns.

on animal habitats. We have worked with 3-digit addition and
subtraction and 2 digit by 1 digit multiplication in Math. We have
just begun 2 digit by 2 digit multiplication and are on our way to
long division! In art, we have learned about the seven elements of
art and created a project using each element. We are finishing up
a novel study on Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume,
and our next will be Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls
Wilder. In English, we have learned about nouns and verbs, and in
writing we are currently working on animal reports. Last but not
least, in Social Studies we have learned about the northeast region
of the United States and each student chose a state to research
and present information on.

Chapel Offerings

Second Trimester Chapel offerings are going toward Global Kids
Fund, a program of Lutheran Hour Ministries. This year's Gospel
Adventures® is Zambia Bound! Students will learn about the
foods, animals, people, and places of Zambia with Gospel
Adventures. Our students will be introduced to kids just like them
living in Zambia who carry their faith with them through day-to-day
life.

School Cancellations or Early Out Information \

School closings and late starts are carried on KDUZ, KARP, and
WCCO radio stations and on television stations WCCO (4), and
KARE (11).

First Lutheran follows the Glencoe-Silver Lake Schools for all
weather closings. Parents should use their judgment (especially
when the public school is not in session) on travel safety when the
public school has not been closed. During inclement weather,
parents may take their child(ren) home at any time during the day
by reporting to the school office by phone or Fast Direct. Parents
will also be notified via Fast Direct. The dismissal time announced
on radio and TV stations is the time the first building dismisses. If
the announced time is 12:00, First Lutheran dismisses at 11:50.
On mornings with late starts scheduled classes (band, chapel,
etc.) that meet before 10:10 are canceled for the day. You may dial
864-2499 (1) for cancellation or postponement of the Glencoe-
Silver Lake School District. Parents should have a plan devised in
advance with their children on what to do when school is dismissed
early due to weather.
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Special Gifts Received in December

Elmer & Yvonne Schuette (In Memory of Esther Michaletz)
John & Cheryl Scheidt (In Memory of Esther Michaletz)
Thomas & Molly Streu (In Memory of Esther Michaletz)
Sidney & Joanne Samuelson (In Memory of Esther Michaletz)

Family & Friends of Esther Michaletz (In Memory of Esther Michaletz)

Pastor Peter & Melissa Adelsen (In Memory of Alice Schwalbe)
Ruth Karg (In Memory of Alice Schwalbe)
Ruth Dose (In Memory of Lorraine Bandemer)

The Family & Friends of Rosalie Hemerick (In Memory of Rosalie Hemerick)

Ida Rutske (In Memory of Alice Schwalbe)

Ida Rutske (In Memory of Karen Covington)

FLC Quilting Ladies (In Honor of Eunice Mackenthun)
Lucille Kraemer (In Memory of Alice Schwalbe)

Mopsy Karg (In Memory of Karen Covington)

Norman & Carol Dose (In Memory of Chuck Jensen)
Dennis Wolter (In Memory of Chuck Jensen)

Dennis Wolter (In Memory of Karen Covington)

Lester & Linda Ranzau (In Memory of Chuck Jensen)
Pastor Peter & Melissa Adelsen (In Memory of Chuck Jensen)
Kenneth & Joyce Schiroo (In Memory of Karen Covington)
Kenneth & Joyce Schiroo (In Memory of Chuck Jensen)
Lucille Kraemer (In Memory of Chuck Jensen)

Ruth Dose (In Memory of Howard Dittmer)

Family & Friends of Esther Michaletz (In Memory of Esther Michaletz)

Dale & Linda Duenow (In Memory of Chuck Jensen)
Verda Wittenberg (In Memory of Chuck Jensen)

$20

$10

$20

$10

$335
Anonymous
$25

$20
Anonymous
$10

$10

$100

$10

$15

$20

$20

$20

$20
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$10

$100

$10

$20

$10

$20

$10

Roof Repair
Altar Guild
Altar Guild
Roof Repair
General Fund
General Fund
FLS
Angel Seeds
General Fund
Roof Repair
Roof Repair
Roof Repair
Roof Repair
Roof Repair
FLS
Roof Repair
Roof Repair
Roof Repair
General Fund
Roof Repair
Roof Repair
Roof Repair
Angel Seeds
General Fund
Roof Repair

Roof Repair

First Lutheran Financial Report

2021-2022 Financials: November (YTD)

GENERAL FUND INCOME ONLY (November): Last Year
Offering Envelopes $310,415.46 $ 270,924.74
Debt Reduction 2,005.00 9,473.00
Thrivent “Choice” Member Elections 1,326.00 1,225.00
School “Keep It Happening” Fund 425.00 1,075.00
School Tuition 151,084.60 83,920.94

$ 465,256.06 $ 366,618.68
GENERAL FUND EXPENSES (November): Last Year
Staff $ 378,060.84 $ 395,587.02
Employer Payroll Expenses 1,529.16 1,995.14
Buildings 38,605.14 37,586.46
Operations 19,270.50 13084.52
Interest on Line of Credit -0- (4.96)

$ 437,464.64

$ 448,248.18

2021-2022 MISSIONS & ANGEL SEED OFFERINGS:

$ 6,536.00

$6,674.00

November 30th GENERAL FUND INDEBTEDNESS: ($ 152,161.35)

Last Year’s November 30th General Indebtedness:

($ 403,254.74)
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