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 “A picture is worth a thousand words,” it’s been said, “but a memory 

is priceless.” What is your earliest childhood memory? An event or an 

image you can recall that has stayed with you your whole life through? 

It’s also been said, “Life brings smiles, tears, and memories. Smiles fade, 

tears dry, but memories last forever.” Well, maybe not forever, but at 

least as long as our minds can still remember things! 

Summer is a time when a lot of wonderful memories are made, 

especially for children: hours spent playing outside with friends, down at 

the park, or at the town swimming pool. Long-lasting memories are also 

made from spending an exciting week at Camp or going on an 

adventurous vacation with family.   

Memories are powerful for grown-ups, too! So many memories stem 

from the joyful emotions you experience on your wedding day, at the 

birth of your children, from watching your children grow, plus good times 

spent with family and friends. 

Memories have the power to evoke deep, warm feelings, even long 

after the event has taken place. Sometimes those memories are sparked 



merely by looking at a picture, hearing an old favorite song on the radio, 

or engaging in a deep conversation with a friend or family member about 

the good-old-days. 

But as Billy Joel once sang “the good old days weren’t always good.” 

Unfortunately, there are memories each of us have locked deep inside 

that we wish we could never call to mind: A disappointment, a loss of a 

loved one, or some other heartache from the past. Maybe it’s something 

we remember saying or doing, that we wish we could undo or take back.   

Such a memory comes to mind for King Herod as our Bible reading 

from Mark opens us this morning. Today’s text invites us into the palace 

of memory where Herod is plagued by a memory of his extraordinary sin.  

Herod was a man who delighted in the extraordinary. He liked hearing 

John the Baptist preach, this figure from Herod’s past who had visions of 

the future (1:1–8). Herod had ambitions for being a king, although he 

never actually received that title. His real title was “tetrarch,” which was a 

governor of a land that had been divided into four parts. Still, Herod liked 

to think of himself as a king, and liked to be addressed with that lofty title. 



The Gospel writer Mark knew this and he either sarcastically gave Herod 

this prestigious rank he so desired or just went along with the popular 

title some people used for the man. In either case, Herod certainly tried to 

act like a king. In our reading today we see how he took great delight in 

hosting a banquet to celebrate his own birthday. He had his wife’s 

daughter dance publicly before his guests. Then Herod went on to make a 

promise he could never actually keep. After all, since Herod was not a 

king, he had no kingdom that he could dish out like he promised. 

Herod then showed an extraordinary faithfulness to his extraordinary 

words. Because of his promise, he had John the Baptist beheaded and 

delivered his head to Herodias’s daughter on a platter. Herod’s delight in 

the extraordinary, —his pleasure, his ambition, and his promises—is 

what ended up filling his life with a haunting sorrow. When the 

extraordinary did take place in his kingdom, when demons were being 

cast out and the sick were being healed the palace of Herod’s memory 

was filled with the troubling spirit of his extraordinary sin- that of 

murdering John the Baptist. 



Herod is an easy figure for us to despise. His sin is so extraordinary, so 

horrible! It makes our mistakes - our sins- seem like minor offenses not 

even worth mentioning. Yet God’s judgment is clear. All sin is worthy of 

damnation in His sight. We may not live in palaces, give great banquets, 

or make outlandish promises, but we, too, can be troubled by memories 

of our sin. Sin has a way of entering into the humblest home, the most 

holy environment, and turning it into a place of torment. We can suffer 

not because we remember beheading a prophet but because we 

remember one extraordinarily little sin. 

Each sin, no matter how small from our worldly point-of-view, tries to 

silence God’s Word. As Jesus explains in the Sermon on the Mount, being 

angry with your neighbor is a sin against God’s command not to murder, 

and even a lustful glance is a sin against God’s command not to commit 

adultery. While we might come to church on Sunday and listen to God’s 

Word with pleasure, when we fail to respond to that Word, to put God’s 

Word into action, to live according to God’s will, we silence God’s 

prophets. This kind of sin makes this world a troubled place. Our sins 



haunt the halls of our memory as we remember that one moment of 

weakness, that one word we can’t take back, that one night we lost our 

innocence, that one day we lost our temper, and we tremble in fear before 

a holy God. 

But we don’t need to despair, because today Mark offers us a glimpse of 

an even more extraordinary story. 

Notice how Mark sets the past sin of Herod within the context of the 

present ministry of Jesus. Herod hears of what is happening in the name 

of Jesus. With that one small reference, Mark leads us into something as 

big as the salvation of the world. Mark surrounds the story of Herod’s 

extraordinary sin with an even greater story of extraordinary love. 

Jesus has sent His disciples out to proclaim His Word, to cast out 

demons, and heal the sick. He called them for this very purpose. They’re 

entering into the world with a life-giving Word. While Herod stands 

transfixed in his troubled memories, Jesus is transforming the world 

with His extraordinary love. He enters the troubled places of our world 

and challenges us with a call to repentance. He changes us with a 



proclamation of salvation. And He transforms us by His life, death, and 

resurrection into people who remember God’s mercy and rejoice in God’s 

eternal love. Although Herod missed this extraordinary work of God, it 

doesn’t have to be the same for us. No matter what sin you bring with you 

here today, you have come into a place of God’s life-changing love. There 

is no sin that can separate you from the work of Jesus. 

Today, Jesus continues His ministry. Through His Word, He calls you, 

me, and everyone to repent. No sin is too small for God to notice. All sin is 

worthy of damnation, and we stand this day before a holy God troubled 

by the memories of our sins. Yet Jesus enters into the troubled places of 

our lives, He takes the punishment of God’s wrath for our sins and dies 

and rises to bring us new life. Jesus enters into the troubled places of our 

lives and transforms them with His love and His life-giving Word. 

While Herod was terrified that John the Baptist, whom he killed, had 

risen, we rejoice that God has raised the One we crucified with our sins 

and through Him He brings us life. In Jesus, we see the wonder of God’s 

mercy, the extraordinary nature of God’s love: God the Father sends His 



Son for our salvation; God the Son willingly endures eternal punishment 

for our sin and rises to send His Spirit to bring us life; God the Holy Spirit 

works through God’s Word to turn us from sin, to bring us to Christ, and 

to awaken in us a memory of salvation and hope of eternal life. This is a 

memory we’ll never forget. Amen! 


