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Let Freedom Ring!
In Deuteronomy 8:11-14 the people of Israel were commanded

by God to remember that they were set free from slavery in Egypt.

The freedoms that we Americans celebrate this Fourth of July
were never free. Many of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence were hounded and persecuted, and some died for
their beliefs. This Independence Day, we give thanks to God for
all those who gave their lives so that we may live in a free land.
We give thanks to God for those who risked their lives to protect
our freedoms. We also give thanks to God for those in the armed
forces who are in harm’s way so that we enjoy the freedoms of
this day.

Yes, we are blessed to live in a free land and in so many ways, a
truly great land. Of course, America is not a perfect land with a
perfect history. We must confess that, as a nation, we have not
always been just and compassionate with all our citizens, and
because of self-interest, injustice, hatred, and indifference, we
have merited God'’s anger on citizens and government alike. Yet,
we humbly appeal to God's mercy for us in Christ, as individuals
and as a nation. We confidently trust in our crucified and risen
Savior for forgiveness, renewal, and guidance as we move
forward as a nation and prayerfully work together with all our
fellow citizens for a better country.

As God's people, we have a God-given responsibility to pray for
our nation and leaders. We also have the responsibility and
calling to participate as citizens at the local, state, and national
levels. What is more, as a free people, we have the responsibility
to exercise the freedom of worship that God has blessed us with
in the United States.

On this Fourth of July, especially, we celebrate and give thanks to
God for the many blessings of body and soul that He has
showered upon us through our nation, the United States of
America. We pray to God for our nation, our leaders, and our
fellow citizens. And we pray to God for ourselves, that He would
keep us faithful to our Savior always.

God's Blessings on your Independence Day celebrations and on
your month of July!

4 Earth, hear your Maker’s voice;
Your great Redeemer own;
Believe, obey, rejoice,
And worship Him alone.
Cast down your pride,
Your sin deplore,
And bow before
The Crucified.

5  And when in pow'r He comes,
Oh, may our native land
From all its rending tombs
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Send forth a glorious band,
A countless throng,
With joy to sing
To heav'n’s high King
Salvation’s song!

W+ i the LORD.

Lutheran Service Book “Before
You, Lord, We Bow” (#966
Stanzas 4 & 5; Text: Public
domain)

Psalm 33:12

~In Christ, Pastor Dan Welch

The Christian Response to Critical Race
Theory

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:

As the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle Paul to say, our identity is
in Christ: “It is no longer | who live but Christ who lives in me”
(Galatians 2:20), and “in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God,
through faith. For as many of you were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is no male or female, for you are
all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26-28). In other words,
Christians do not speak of fellow human beings based on their
specific cultural, racial, sexual, or national identity, but upon their
redeemed identity in Christ as a precious and beloved Child of
God - one who has been justified and sanctified by the shed
blood of Christ and His Holy Spirit. So, historic Biblical Christianity
does not create theology and ethics based on the racial, ethnic,
national, or pigmented identity of human beings.

In the last year or so, words and phrases like “equity,” “woke,”
“antiracist,” “social justice,” “systemic racism,” “white privilege,”

and “Critical Race Theory” have become a part of the
mainstream. As Lutheran Christians, we may ask, “What does this
mean?” Before | get too far, | would like to remind us all that all
injustice and oppression can be traced back to Satan, the world,
and our own sinful nature and that all humankind is depraved as a
result of the fall into sin. However, it is true that human depravity
explains the existence of racist oppression and injustice, it by no
means excuses it. Rather, Christ has given His Church the
commission to proclaim both repentance and remission of sins in
His name. So, it is our duty to call each and every sinner to
confess all sins of thought, word, and deed and find full and free
remission in Jesus Christ for the sake of His bitter suffering,
death, and bodily resurrection. Therein, this new life in Christ will
also bring a change in behavior and care for our neighbor.

Recently, Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford, the district president of the
Minnesota South District of the Lutheran Church — Missouri
Synod, published a paper titled What Does This Mean?
Responding to Social Justice & Critical Race Theory. In this well-
developed paper, Woodford goes into the details on how Lutheran



Christians are to respond when confronted with social justice and
the Critical Race Theory.

In Chapter 2 of his paper, Woodford lays out definitions of what
those many words or phrases above actually mean. First off,
Social Justice and Critical Race Theory have become dogmas.
This means that these ideas have become a doctrine, like that as
proclaimed by the Church. So, for people who adhere to Social
Justice and Critical Race Theory, they believe they are correct in
their understanding and so they find it difficult to be swayed to
believing otherwise. These ideas have become their religion.

So, what is it that they believe? According to Woodford:

Antiracist: A person must be an “antiracist.” Now, an antiracist is
different than being “not racist.” According to their dogma, one
can never be neutral. They must either be a racist or actively
working against racism.

Equity: The equality of outcome is the demand that regardless of
individual effort the outcome must be the same for all. The
historical definition of equality which means an equal opportunity
to achieve success is considered undesirable.

Woke: The perceived awareness of issues concerning social
justice and racial justice. To be “woke” is to awaken from the
sleep of ignorance or from outdated beliefs into the enlightenment
of new cultural awareness about social and racial justice.
According to Woodford, “woke” finds its roots in the Marxist
Revolution. The Marxist Revolution needed the images of Christ
to be removed, speech codes enforced against pastors, and icons
of Biblical truth destroyed in order to clear the path toward
socialism and communism. The social justice movement carries
similar Marxian themes as it seeks to remake the whole of culture.
To do this, new words must be added to our vocabulary and old
definitions must be altered or reinvented and then repeatedly
mainstreamed into social consciousness to modify thought and
behavior.

Social Justice: The idea that true justice must be equality of
outcome, rather than only equality of opportunity, upon all of
society.

Systemic Racism: The belief that social structures have
assumptions that systemically oppress minorities. This has
nothing to do with the historical definition of racism, which is the
belief that groups of humans possess different behavioral traits
corresponding to physical appearance and should be
distinguished based on the alleged superiority of one race over
another. (As God teaches through His written Word in the
Scriptures, racism is a sin and must be treated as the sin that it is.
Those who have committed racist acts or carry a racially
prejudiced mindset need to repent and rest on the full forgiveness
of Jesus Christ.)

White Privilege: The belief that white people are born with an
unearned advantage based upon the color of skin (their
whiteness).

Critical Race Theory: The theory that holds that race is a social
construct that was created to maintain white privilege and white
supremacy. This theory is rooted in “critical theory,” which was

originated by German philosopher Karl Marx and was formally
presented in the pamphlet, The Communist Manifesto. Critical
Theory is about the struggle between the bourgeoisie (capitalists)
and the proletariat (poor workers). Critical Race Theory expresses
the desire to fundamentally alter the control of power in favor of
the morals that they assert are essential. The goal is to
deconstruct and upend power structures in favor of who they
believe are the oppressed.

Critical Race Theory and Social Justice ideologies seek to reduce
character to collectivist identities using their own definitions that
constantly change. Christianity, on the other hand, does not
change: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever” (Hebrews 13:8). In Christ, through repentance, there is
forgiveness for every sin. However, according to Social Justice
and Critical Race Theory, there is never any possibility for
forgiveness.

As followers of Christ, we believe, teach, and confess that our
identity and character is found in our baptism. Our baptismal
identity as child and heir of God unites us to Christ and provides a
spiritual way of life, which is also an ethical way of life. So, when
the Christian is led to sin, we are called to repentance and prayer.
Whatever the sinful thought, behavior, and vice, the sinner pleads
for mercy and forgiveness and that sinner receives forgiveness.
As baptized believers, we are delivered from the hands of Satan
by Christ’s cross, as our Lord Jesus through baptism equips
Christians to live with a divine identity, with moral integrity, and
with the eternal destiny of a heavenly kingdom.

The only remedy for all sin, hurt, injustice, and oppression is the
hope and healing that comes through our Lord Jesus Christ. He is
the Lord of the Church who breaks down dividing walls of hostility,
reconciles the distressed, forgives sin, removes shame, and gives
holy identity and moral character. There is only one body and one
Spirit, just as we were called to the one hope that belongs to us
all by God'’s grace: “One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in
all” (Ephesians 4:5-6).

For even more on responding to social justice and Critical Race
Theory, | strongly recommend reading District President
Woodford’'s paper, which can be found here:
https://www.doxology.us/wp-

content/uploads/2021/05/dox 2021 woodford crt final2.pdf?fbcli
d=IwAR0QYyc9sRgV-wSA19tiDMApGIbAX1GRSIZOwWLOgIXS-
20g-mcLiDfplsw

Woodford also discussed his paper on Issues, Etc. (a Lutheran
radio talk show): https://issuesetc.org/2021/06/11/1622-
christianity-critical-theory-and-the-social-justice-movement-dr-
lucas-woodford-6-11-21/

~In Christ, Pastor Adelsen

Attention Mary Martha Guild members:
= If you did not receive an email regarding upcoming
changes for the Altar Guild, please pick up a copy in
the guild room. If you have any questions, please
contact Deb Tessmer.
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July is a busy month that is focused on the
youth of the congregation! We will be starting
back up our youth groups this month. | am

‘ looking forward to seeing all of the kids and
families again. We also will be having VBS in person July 25th-
29th from 5:45-8:00 PM. There is a sign-up genius link on our
Facebook page that you can utilize to register.

Summer is a lovely time to take a break and spend quality time
with family, don't forget to have your kids come to youth group to
continue to grow in their faith. July 6th and 20th we will have
TWEENS for 4th-7th grade 9:30-11:30 AM, July 13th Fun & The
Son for K-31d grade 9:30-11:00 AM, and IMPACT for 8th-12th
grade from 6:30-8:00 PM. Blessings on your summer everyone!
Blessings ~ Tori Kidd

Move over "freshmen 15" there's a new girl in town and her name
is "Covid 19". That was the name of an article | stumbled upon
recently. While | found myself giggling out-loud, | couldn't help
but stop and think about how that statement resonated with

me. It's only natural for us to instantly think about that statement
in the form of our weight. You know...the number you dread
seeing when you step on the scale. But that's not the kind of
weight I'm talking about! The weight I'm talking about is the kind
of weight you find yourself carrying on your shoulders, the tension
you feel in your neck, the sleepless nights you lie awake in bed,
or the thoughts that run through your head. For some it might be
a result of a new job, loss of a job, or the desire for a career
change. For others it might be the hustle and bustle of getting the
kids to and from their activities, ensuring they have a well-
balanced meal or caring for an elderly family member. The list of
scenarios could go on and on and each differs from person to
person.

I'm happy to share with you that here at First Lutheran it seems as
though that weight is lifting. It started in the form of restrictions
being lifted. Not only are we now able to worship without masks,
kneel-down communion is resuming Sunday, July 4th. While
those are certainly exciting and worth mentioning, I'm much more
excited to share with you that we kicked off the month of June
with two new employees.

Brianna Quast began her duties on June 7th as the new church
secretary. Church environment is not new to her as she joins us
from Peace Lutheran in Hutchinson. It has been an absolute joy
getting to know her, seeing her light about when she talks about
her son Tristan, and watching her dive right into any task at
hand. | look forward to growing together with her here at FIRST!

Travis Uecker began his duties on June 8th as the part-time
summer custodian. He's working alongside Louie Tessmer and
Mark Meyer (who's returning for his 4th summer). We're grateful
for the experience Travis brings with him from his time as a work
study student custodian at Bethany College. Being a FLS
graduate, Travis is quite familiar with the facilities at First
Lutheran, however experiencing how hot it gets at the north
campus during the summer is something new for him.

If you haven't yet had the opportunity to meet Brianna or Travis, |
invite you to stop by and introduce yourself. On behalf of all the
staff at First Lutheran, we are grateful for the ways in which each
of them are helping to "lighten the load"!

With love ~ Becky

Introductions:
| wanted to take a few moments to introduce myself to the
Congregation here at First Lutheran Church. | am Brianna, and |
just transferred to First Lutheran, at the same time | started as the
new Business Secretary. My son, Tristan, started going to school
at First Lutheran in Second Grade, and is now getting ready to
start Fourth Grade! He, like myself, is excited to meet everyone,
make new friends, and build new relationships! Tristan has two
activities that he truly enjoys. Hockey, and singing. He sings in
the shower, on walks, driving to and from school, and sometimes,
just because he doesn't like it when it’'s quiet! He can also play
piano, and he looks forward to sharing his many talents with the
Church.

Myself, | love to sing, and while a member at Peace Lutheran
Church in Hutchinson, would often lead worship as a Praise Team
Leader. Once | have a good routine down, | hope to maybe join
the choir here.

My first few weeks as Business Secretary have been amazing.
Becky has been wonderful, walking me through all of the daily
tasks. In some ways, the daily routine is very similar to what |
was already used to. In others, it's a “night and day” difference.
These differences will take a little getting used to, but overall,
things are going smoothly. Becky has everything so organized,
and so detailed, that | have the confidence to keep myself on
track throughout the week, without constantly having to ask her
what is next. | have had so many people stop in to introduce
themselves and make me feel welcome. | promise, | will learn all
your names eventually!

Colossians 3:23-24 states “Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since
you know that you will receive an

inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It HAYEVE
is the L(i[]d Cthrijt you are sirving.”. | love %Egﬁg!'
serving the Lord, in my work, my singing, d §

v asoovidedme | \LORDJ

and my daily life. He has provided me A ADNOTTOR,
with this wonderful opportunity, and I look T OMEN. " %
forward to all it brings.

| am thrilled, and full of joy, to be here at First Lutheran Church, to
serve Christ, and get to know all of you. | love being kept busy,
so if you have a project you would like help on, please ask! |
would love to try and help. | not only want to do well in my work,
but | hope to grow. To grow in my work, and in my new
relationships in this church, but also to grow in my relationship
with Christ.

In the coming weeks, please feel free to stop in and say “Hi". |
look forward to getting to know you all, and working with you to
serve our Lord, Jesus Christ.

~With Blessings, Brianna Quast



Polka Service
The Polka Service will be on
Sunday, August 22nd at the 8:00
AM and 10:30 AM services.
Music will be led by Chuck Thiel
and his band. Songs will include
both familiar hymns and polka
. tunes with worship-style lyrics.
. This event is made possible by generous donations from our
. congregation members. If you'd like to see this annual event
: continue, please prayerfully consider contributing. Stop by the
i church office to learn more.

e-Giving

People go online almost
every day to get their news
and shop. Many also pay
their monthly bills online. At
First Ev. Lutheran, you can use these same conveniences for
tithes and offerings. E-Giving is a convenient and consistent way
to help FL year-round. Consider scheduling a recurring electronic
contribution today. Visitors may also participate in e-Giving.

GIVE

e-Giving lets you give in a few ways:

Online; Visit www firstglencoe.org at any time to set up an
automatic donation plan, change your donation plan, make a one-
time donation, pay tuition payments, donate toward special
projects, or view your online donation history. After you log onto
the web site, click on “Giving.”

Mobile App Option (for smartphone or tablet): Download the
“GivePlus Church” app from the App Store or Google Play. Open
the app and search for First Ev. Lutheran Church (you can type in
the name or tap Find Churches Near Me). After the first time,
your selected church will display as the default. Tap “Donate
Now.” Choose a fund and the amount to donate. Scan or enter
your payment info.

Text: Text the amount of your contribution to 855-976-9619 (this
#is assigned to FL).

Other: You may also complete a paper authorization form at the
Church office. Please contact Becky Edwards, Business Mgr., at
864-5522 or bedwards@1stglencoe.org.

An e-Giving Instruction Sheet with more details for all giving
methods is also available on each of the 3 entrance stands. The
weekday office hours are 8 AM — 4 PM. We are happy to keep
the doors open longer if we know you're coming in Just send
us an email or give us a call.

On behalf of First Lutheran Church,
the Constitution and By-Law

v/
Committee wishes to extend heartfelt

0 —
thanks to Les Ranzau, Lyle Cy Z( M"/'

Winterfeldt, and Charles Jensen for their many years on this
committee. We thank and praise God for your service!

7 Sunday July 4
- Sunday July 11
N Sunday July 18

_ Sunday July 25

We are especially thankful for all you do to
bring glory to God through the various
ministries here at First Lutheran Church!

ELDERS
DEACONS
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8:00 AM- Dean Scheele / Brian Grochow
10:30 AM- Tim Schauer / Dave Sell

8:00 AM- Dean Scheele / Warren Willcox
10:30 AM- Brian Grochow / Joel Goche

8:00 AM- Lester Schauer / Fritz Schulz
10:30 AM- Dave Uecker / Richard Jannusch

8:00 AM- Lester Schauer / Fritz Schulz
10:30 AM- Brian Schuch / Tim Schauer
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~ Your faithful service is what continues to
- make First Lutheran Church a wonderful
> place to worship, fellowship and serve

" together!

-
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- Sunday July 11

“ Sunday July 18
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- Sunday July 25

8:00 AM- Nevaeh Wertz
10:30 AM — Garrett Teubert

8:00 AM- Dylan Bargmann
10:30 AM- Dominic Schiroo

8:00 AM- Aaron Exsted
10:30 AM- Dominic Schiroo

8:00 AM- Elizabeth Grimm
10:30 AM- Grady Schuft

& Sunday July 4

N

Lutheran Hour Topics for July
A Message of Hope

Hear the Good News of the Gospel on the
Lutheran Hour each Sunday at 12:30 pm on
KDUZ 1260 AM Radio. During the month of
July you will hear the following program
topics:

July 4 "Clearly Christian: Scientific" with Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler.
Christians are not against science. They just don’t expect science to
answer questions beyond its reach.

LUTHERAN HOUR
MINISTRIES

July 11 "Inheritance as Intended" with Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. An
inheritance that's more than places, property, and possessions-the
inheritance God intended for His people. Based on Ephesians 1.

July 18 “The Problem and Promise of Deathbed Conversion” with
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. |s a last-minute conversion cause for joy or
an insult to lifelong believers? Dr. Michael Zeigler explores both the
problem and the promise of deathbed conversions. Based on
Ephesians 2.

July 25 “The Peace Child” with Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Message
topic based on scripture verses from Ephesians 3.
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Thank you for supporting the KDUZ Radio Lutheran Hour
broadcasts with your gifts and your prayers. We have been
blessed with sponsors through December. Please call to verify
available dates to sponsor a broadcast in honor of a birthday /
anniversary or to remember a family member or friend as a
memorial.

The current cost for each broadcast is $94.00. Contact Rich
Streufert at 320-864-6884 or e-mail
richstreufert@embargmail.com. Checks should be made out to
“KDUZ Lutheran Hour Broadcast”. Send checks to “KDUZ
Lutheran Hour Supporters”, First Lutheran Church, 925 13th
Street East, Glencoe, MN 55336.

The Impact of Radio Ministry
Andrea's road wasn't easy. As a young girl, she suffered
from a nervous breakdown.
Schizophrenia, paranoia -
the downward spiral
plagued her into middle
age. Finally, she reached a
point of desperation. "I
needed someone to help
me," she says. "l needed
Jesus Christ."

Then the Lord met Andrea at her point of need through a
Lutheran Hour broadcast. She called the LHM Response
Center toll-free, spoke to a caring listener, and was sent a
CD of inspirational music. The Christ centered message
calmed her fears - and became a Gospel seed in her life.
Soon the darkness cleared, and Andrea became a
Christian.

The love of Jesus Christ penetrated Andrea's life, and she's
forever grateful. "He didn't cast me out," she tells us. LHM
was "my first inspiration to a new life in Christ." Who is
your Andrea?

Your financial support to sponsor a broadcast is not a mere
dollar figure. It is a tangible way for you to reach out to the
Andreas in your life - and in the lives of others. Thank you
for your prayers and support so hurting hearts can receive
Christ's comfort.

God'’s Word provides the light we need. Psalm 119:105

Lutheran Women’s Missionary Leaque

Breakfast With Our Missionaries

AUGUST 14t | 9:00 AM

First Evangelical Lutheran Church is
pleased to count THREE of our very
own as current LCMS missionaries!! Please join us as we hear
from our THREE missionaries on Saturday, August 14, in the
church Fellowship Center. We'll begin with breakfast and
Christian fellowship at 9:00 AM, followed by an opening devotion.
Then we will hear from ALL THREE of our missionaries.

SAMANTHA WELCH is currently serving
with LCMS “Mission of Christ Network” as a
full-time professional missionary at the
Stronghold Mission in Kampot, Cambodia.
In a part of the world where only a small
percentage of the population knows Jesus
as Savior, she and her co-workers bring
the light of His salvation to children and their families through
English and Bible classes at Lutheran Stronghold Mission and the
after-school program there. Samantha has served as a
missionary in Cambodia for two years and has learned the local
language. She will return to Cambodia this fall. You can read
more about her at www.missionofchrist.org/samanthawelch/ . She
will be speaking to us in person on August 14. You will get a
chance to visit with her personally.

REV. AND MRS. VANCE BECKER
are Lutheran Church — Missouri
Synod (LCMS) missionaries at
Matongo Lutheran Theological
College in Africa. The Beckers lived
and raised their family in Glencoe
where Pastor Becker served at First Evangelical Lutheran
Church. Upon retirement from full-time pastoring, he accepted a
call to Matongo Lutheran Theological College in Kenya. He
teaches preaching and Bible classes to Kenyan men studying to
be pastors in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya. Mrs.
Linda Becker works with both children and adults and helps with
deaconess training. They have both learned the local language.
You can read more about the Beckers at www.lcms.org/becker .
They will be speaking to us electronically on August 14.

The entire “Breakfast with Our Missionaries” event will be
livestreamed on First Evangelical Lutheran Facebook. You may
watch it live or anytime. You don't have to be a Facebook
member to watch it. THERE IS NO CHARGE for this mission
event or for the breakfast. An offering will be received for
Stronghold Mission and Matongo Lutheran Seminary. You will be
encouraged to give generously.

Replies to “Breakfast with Our Missionaries” are appreciated.
e-mail: office@1stglencoe.org
phone: 320-864-5522

-,5. Question: What LWML event happened at First Evangelical f
*/ Lutheran in February 20077 ¥
~ Answer: Until 2006 First Ev. Lutheran had two separate LWML

¢ groups. “The Ladies Aid” met in the afternoon. “The Missionary ¢

;. Society” met in the evening. Both groups were chartered societies

= of the National LWML, the official women’s auxiliary of the
</ Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. In February, 2007 the groups <

<

; combined into one and took the name “First Lutheran LWML.”
= The first president of that combined group was Ruth Terlinden.

<
<
e

With 94 rostered members, volunteers, honorary members and §

. more occasional volunteers, First Lutheran LWML continues to
~ “Serve the Lord With Gladness.”

-5-


mailto:richstreufert@embarqmail.com
http://www.missionofchrist.org/samanthawelch/
http://www.lcms.org/becker
mailto:office@1stglencoe.org

Happy July birthday to Lutheran Women in
Mission (LWML) honorary members Bernice
Wolter, Lucille Kraemer, Marjorie Duenow and
Rhodella Engelmann. A $5 gift to LWML
Mission Grants (mites) has been given in your
honor.

AN LWML PRAYER

For those dealing with dementia patients
It's difficult living in a sin-sick world. »
Conditions like dementia can be “‘
especially challenging. Call on the %“
Lord with this LWML prayer. &
Heavenly Father, we don't always
understand why bad things happen.

It hurts us when someone close to ;

us gets sick, and a sickness like ¥
dementia is really difficult. Don't let F A k
the devil cause us to doubt your

love for us. Give us strength to trust Your promise to never leave

or forsake Your people. Give us patience to find one more smile

or one more gentle touch when we need to repeat something one
more time. Give us wisdom to understand no harm is meant when
someone is acting out. Give us insight to understand we need to
care for ourselves, too. Help us to see with Your eyes, act with
Your love and feel with Your compassion. We pray in the name of
the one true God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONNECTED

We need your help to stay connected with

everyone in our FL family!
These days, people change cell phone numbers and email
addresses even less than their physical mailing addresses. After
all, their email address and cell phone is how they communicate
with and access the most important people (family, friends,
coworkers) and things (banks, social networks, bills, etc.) in their
life. We rely on them more than any other communication
channel. So, we don't change them much anymore.

Will you share your email address and cell phone # (and landline
if you still have) with us please? We want to keep you updated
and informed with all of our news and info. This will allow us to
reach you in a cost effective, quick, and easy way.

What's next? Please email your info to Brianna at
office@1stglencoe.org. Also, if you know of fellow family/friend
members, please ask them to do the same. Your info will be kept
securely and used only for FL communications. Thank you for
your assistance!

We would like to extend a big THANK
YOU to Jayson Neubarth. Jayson and
his employees donate hundreds of
man-hours to First Lutheran Church
every year in the form of snow plowing
and lawn care. We've been so blessed with his work and quick
snow removal response when there are funerals or the early hours
it takes to clear a way for us to get to worship on Sundays. Please
extend your appreciation to him whenever possible!

Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee will
soon be recruiting new board
members for all of our Church
Boards. These positions are to
serve two-year terms beginning
January 1, 2022. Please prayerfully consider sharing your time
and talents within our Congregation. If you know you'd like to join
or know a person you think may be good for one of the Boards,
please contact the office or any of the Nominating Committee
members. Thank you - The 2021 Nominating Committee: Wayne
Ahlbrecht, Bill Brickzen, Sharon Czycalla, Cindy Dahlke, Cindy
Eggersgluess, Shauna Gruber, Harlan Mathews, Jeri Witte,
Dennis Wolter

FLC Annual Report

Work on our Church’s Year-End Annual

.
QE&I el Report will soon begin. Group and
- organization leaders are invited to

submit a brief report of their 2020-2021 fiscal year activities (July
1, 2020 through June 30, 2021) no later than July 30th. Your
input will be welcomed as we put together recaps for our
congregation. These recaps are extremely helpful to our new
members and a great way to show what exciting and fun things
your group has been up to.

Reminder: Treasurers of ALL committees and organizations are
asked to submit an annual financial report showing receipts and
expenditures. This financial report, requested by the Audit
Committee and Church Council, provides accountability, shares
information of fundraising activities, and helps safeguard the
Church’s tax-exempt status. This report is not printed but remains
on file for the annual audit.

McLeod Emergency Food

AcLELL Shelf Summer Ca$h
\e/ Campaign

During the summer, the usage of the
food shelf increases and donations
are down. During this July summer campaign, all cash donations
will be increased with additional grant funds that are available
through Open Your Heart to the Homeless and Hungry MN,
making it possible for Minnesota food shelves (including McLeod
EFS) to restock and distribute fresh and frozen foods during this
difficult time of year. You can donate online through your offering


mailto:office@1stglencoe.org

envelope (designating Food Shelf), the GivePlus app, through the
church’s website, or directly online at the MEFS website. Canned
and non-perishable donations are also accepted: donation
baskets will be at the church entryways.

DONATE

808 12th St E
Glencoe MN 55336
ERE R XA R R RN

498 Hwy 7 E
Hutchinson MN

=

www.mcleodemergencyfoodshelf.org/donate

McLeod Emergency Food Shelf is tax exempt organization as described by the
Internal Revenue Code under Section 501(c)(3). FEIN# 41-1470696. Dona-
tions are tax deductible as no goods or services are provided or exchanged for
contribution. MEFS is committed to donor privacy rights and does not sell, trade,
or share donor personal information without donor consent.

or

FLC Praver Chain Please Join Our Prayer Chain

New members are needed to keep ) AL

our PRAYER CHAIN going! N—%
without

You can join either a Phone or an E-
Mail Chain. Participation is simple,
but so very powerful! The Bible says
in Phil 4:6, “But in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your request be
known to God.” Thank you to all of our current members for their
commitment to prayer — to confidentiality, discretion, and listening
to the Holy Spirit.

Ce

1 Thessalon

s

How does it work?

Phone Chain — Simply receive a phone call from another prayer
chain member with a request. When you receive the call, write
down the prayer request word for word as dictated to you. Pray
immediately and then call the next person on your chain passing
on the dictated info. If you are unable to reach that person, leave
a message relaying the information. Continue phoning on down
the list until you reach a person or the end of the chain.

E-Mail Chain - Simply receive the email from the prayer chain
leader and pray immediately.

Have questions, want to join, or have a prayer request? Prayer
requests are confidential and may even be made anonymously.
Feel free to contact the church office or one of the prayer chain
phone numbers: 320-864-3892 or 320-238-2148.

-7-
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TOURNAMENT

JULY 30

IRIDAY 2021

PRIZLS

DAY NALDES

SUPPORT FIRST LUTHERAN SCHOOL!

Whether you're an avid golfer or just looking for an excuse to get
out on the green, you won't want to miss the Golf Tournament
taking place at Winthrop Golf Course on Friday, July 30th with a
shot-gun start at 11:00 AM. This event is limited to 18 teams
($280/team) with a 1st place prize of $500. All proceeds benefit
FLS. Sponsorship opportunities are available

($100/hole). Contact the church office for more information.

=0

Stories of Faith

The Public Relations (PR) Team invites members to share their
stories related to situations or events in which they experience
God’s love and providential care.

Cindy Eggersgluess: 238-2148 | eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
Jeri Ring: 864-4029 | jring8655@aol.com
Lynn Exsted: 864-6452 | lexsted14@gmail.com

| have learned to be content in whatever the circumstances.
Phillippians 4:11b



mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com
mailto:jring8655@aol.com
mailto:lexsted14@gmail.com

Is your cup half full or half empty? Do rose bushes have thorns,
or do thorn bushes have roses? It's all a matter of outlook, isn’t
it? The story is told of a poor woman who wore only one glove on
a freezing day. Someone commented sadly “Oh, I'm so sorry you
lost a glove.” “Oh, no,” the woman replied, “I found a glove!” Her
attitude made a big difference.

When St. Paul wrote many of his letters, he was incarcerated. Do
prisoners usually write letters of advice and encouragement? Are
they serving their sentences while saying, “l am content here?”
Probably not!

The contentment Paul experienced was God's gift, a gift that
began when He called Paul to Himself on the Damascus road
(Acts 9:1-22). He calls us today, offering us faith to trust Him and
the gift of an attitude of praise.

Surely God is my salvation: | will trust and not be afraid. The
LORD....is my strength and my defense; he has become my
salvation. |saiah 12:2-3

Eﬁﬁvenb

\ Thrivent Choice — Thank you Thrivent members for
continuing to designate your Choice $. This past month, we
received $151.00 for FLS. Visit (www.Thrivent.com/choice) or
phone 1-800-847-4836 and say “Choice Dollars.” Have your
Thrivent ID# handy. You can phone Monday — Friday from 7 AM
to 6 PM. If you would like assistance, please contact Cindy or the
church office.

\ Thrivent Action Teams — A Thrivent Action Team is a simple,
flexible way for you to bring people together to make a positive
difference.....you might hold a fundraiser, conduct a service
activity, or hold an educational event. Each year, every Thrivent
member has (2) Action Teams to use!

Visit Thrivent.com/actionteam to complete an online application
(minimum 3 weeks before your event). If you are unable to make
your request via computer, you can phone Thrivent and make
your request via Customer Service — call 1-800-847-4836.

When your project is approved, Thrivent will provide resources
(Action Team Kit) to help plan the event, promotional items
(including Thrivent T-shirts to increase your visibility), and seed
money to cover promotional and material expenses ($250
Community Impact Card).

EVERY Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Action Teams per
calendar year. IF YOU'RE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR ACTION
TEAMS, PLEASE LET CINDY OR BECKY KNOW! Involve
others — it's all about your friends, family and community coming
together to make a positive impact!

< 2022 Wall Calendar - Visit thrivent.com/calendar before 7/31
to request your 2022 calendar — it will then be mailed in late
September.

< Facebook page for Thrivent Network — Be sure to check out
and “Like” to stay updated on exciting new opportunities and
newly created events!

\ Thrivent Member Network - Twin Cities Region works hard

to create fun and educational content that you V‘

can engage in from the comfort of your own
home. There are some great on-demand
webinars you can view anytime. Guests are

with your friends, family, and community. See all
the info and resources at:
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/

Cindy & Neil Eggersgluess - 320-238-2148
eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com

Linda Becker, Charles Jensen, Verna & Harold Kunkel, Pastor
Mathison, Amy Welch — Your Congregational Volunteers

B ” A
WE GIVE because :
GOD GAVE FIRST
Giving Options

You can remember the ministries of First Lutheran Church and
School through a wide variety of gifts. Keep in mind; this is only a
partial list of the many ways for you to make charitable gifts.

Traditional IRA Gifts. Funds in a traditional IRA can be given to
a charity through your IRA beneficiary designation. The IRA
funds pass to your designated charity after death, escaping the
income tax due on the remaining funds. Your estate may receive
an estate tax deduction as well.

Zero Estate Tax Gifts. Your will or trust can be designed to pass
along the maximum amount of estate assets to your children after
death, estate- tax- free, through a family testamentary bequest.
The remaining assets then are transferred to a charity through a
bequest, also estate- tax-free. This plan may result in a zero
estate tax due on your estate.

Charitable Remainder Trusts. Give money or property to an
irrevocable charitable remainder trust in exchange for an income
during your life and/or the life of your survivor. After death, any
remainder value in the trust passes to the charity or charities
you've selected. You could defer, reduce, or eliminate capital
gains tax otherwise due on sale of the assets. You also may
receive an immediate charitable income tax deduction on the
remainder interest of the property that passes to charity. Finally,
the assets in the charitable remainder trust may escape some
estate tax after your death as well.

Wealth Replacement. Also called an irrevocable life insurance
trust (ILIT), this living trust is created outside the donor’s estate
and is set up to own life insurance on the donor. The amount of
life insurance the trust owns usually is less than or equal to the
amount of property you plan to give to a charitable cause. Upon
your death, your heirs, who usually are the trust beneficiaries, can
receive the insurance proceeds from the trust both income and
estate tax free.

THRIVENT
welcome! Please feel free to share these events ~ F!NANCIAL


http://www.thrivent.com/choice
https://www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/twin-cities/
mailto:eggersgluesscindy@gmail.com

Always consult a financial, legal, or tax professional before putting
a gifting plan into action.

Pick up the new brochure “Gifts of a Lifetime” available on an
Entrance Stand. Feel free to share with your family and friends.
God's Abundant Grace Enables Abundant Giving!

2021 Endowment Committee - Wayne Ahlbrecht, Bill Brickzen,
Roger Gronholz, Mary Lemke, Joyce Aul, Dawn Schauer and
Cindy Eggersgluess

“Touring” First Lutheran Church

As houses of God,
church buildings lift
our minds and hearts
to heavenly realities,
leading us to
mediate on our Lord.
Join us each month
as we “tour” and take
a closer look at
areas inside our
church.

The Pew Area - The pews and the aisles of the sanctuary are
arranged in the shape of a cross. We members are “the body of
Christ.”

The Organ — The 34-rank Hendrickson Pipe Organ was designed
by Charles Hendrickson and built in shops in St. Peter in 1984. It
is a sophisticated combination of electronic material for controlling
the sound of its 2,067 pipes. The organ contains 16 ranks of
pipes which were made in Germany and Holland specifically for
this instrument. It contains a dramatic installation of two sets of
horizontal trumpets. These are visible at the front of the organ
and project their distinct and powerful sound down the long nave
of the church.

Rose Window — the beautiful rose window at the back of the
church is visible among the pipes of the organ.

Summaries from Our Boards and
Committees

Christian Education Board | June 8th
No Summary Submitted.

Day School Board | June 1st

At the June meeting, the school board was informed of the success
of the 8th grade trip to Louisiana. Students did various activities
and enjoyed the experience. The school also has qualified for more
aid through EANS funds. The Board was notified of a golf
tournament happening at the Winthrop golf course on July 30th
with proceeds going to the school.

Board of Deacons | June 3rd

The worker performance reviews are being scheduled.

Dean Dahlke shared information about medical procedures and
devices. The deacons have fellowship on June 27th. Communion
will return to kneel down distribution on July 4th.

Board of Evangelism | June 8t
No Summary Submitted.

Board of Stewardship | June 1st
No Summary Submitted.

Board of Trustees | June 7th

The Board of Trustees conducted the annual school building
inspection and a list of repairs has been compiled. The church
secretary position has been filled with Brianna Quast starting on
June 7, 2021. The two Summer Custodians have both started
during the week of June 7t. The repair of the organ’s two
solenoid motors is being completed this month. Various repairs to
the church property were also discussed at the meeting.

FL School Garden

Garden Club has been
meeting to do some
weeding and spreading
straw to keep the weeds
down. After the work was
done they enjoyed cold
popsicles and also got to
sample some fresh
garden radishes.
Popsicles won the taste
test. Thank you to Bob
Schuft for donating the
straw!!

Pictured left to right -
Landon Grochow, Cole
Plath, Kole Christensen,
Harper Neubarth, Nali Buckley, Traevin Buokley, and Xander
Plath.




Three Year Bible Reading Guide

In 2017, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) joined
with the Lutheran Church—Canada (LCC) and the North
American Lutheran Church (NALC) to compile a three-year plan
of daily Bible readings and a yearlong series of weekly readings
on Martin Luther’s approach to the Scriptures. First released in
2018, Reading the Word of God: A Daily Reading Guide for Three
Years has now been updated for 2021.

Representatives of the LCMS, LCC and NALC have met
approximately twice a year over the past 10 years to discuss
areas of shared concern. The Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, director
of the LCMS Commission on Theology and Church Relations
(CTCR), wrote in the introduction to the 2018 reading guide that it
was developed as a response to a “declining familiarity with the
Bible” in the membership of all three church bodies, with the goal
of encouraging “a daily practice of reading and meditating on the
Bible, God’s Word.”

Each day’s reading in the three-year guide includes Old and New
Testament selections as well as a psalm or part of a psalm. The
reader who follows the guide will read through the entire Old
Testament once and the New Testament twice over the three-
year period, with the Book of Psalms being read in full twice each
year. Certain church festivals such as Christmas, Easter and
Pentecost have readings appointed for the specific occasion. The
weekly Luther readings come from Luther on the Scriptures by
Johann Michael Reu (1869-1943), a German-born American
Lutheran pastor, theologian and educator.

The reading guide and schedules are available for free download
at lcms.org/bible-reading-schedule-2021-t0-2023.

(LCMS/Erik M. Lunsford)

*Source: LCMS Reporter

GET THE
TO BOARD
KNOW. .- ©F

DEACONS

Purpose: Assist the pastors in maintaining proper decorum
during worship services, assist the pastors in the work of church
discipline, and make decisions for the spiritual life of the
congregation.

Responsibilities:

+Attend monthly meetings of the Board; one member to attend
monthly church council meetings

*Work at worship services on a rotating basis

assisting with ushering, offerings, and communion

+Concern for the spiritual well-being of church members

*Review the needs, salary, and performance of the pastoral staff,
music staff, and the DCE

*Prepare and submit an annual budget

Should you or someone you know have questions or
concerns, please contact one of the board members listed
below:

Dean Dahlke 864-5030
Joel Goche 320-444-3859
Brian Grochow 952-412-1696
Don Hepner 612-655-0953
Lars (Terry) Ide 320-510-0519
Lester Schauer 864-3666
Dean Scheele 952-250-1149
Roger Schmidt 864-6523
Brian Schuch 864-6614

Dave Uecker

320-510-1884

.

EACH OF YOU SHOULD USE
.  WHATEVER GIFT YOU HAVE
r RECEIVED TO SERVE OTHERS,

AS FAITHFUL STEWARDS
OF GOD'S GRACE IN ITS
VARIOUS FORMS.

IPETERAIONN :
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First Lutheran School

Flames Flash ~ July 2021
"Nurturing Spiritual & Academic Growth’

\& //

FIRST LUTHERAN

FLRMES

Please Pray For:

Fishing with the Principal

e All parents seeking a quality Christian education, that
they may choose FLS.

o A peaceful summer in our neighborhoods, cities,
state, country, and among all nations.

o Appropriate weather that the crops and gardens might

flourish.
e Everyone who is traveling this summer that they may
arrive at their destinations safely.

Congratulations to Jonah Deihn for being selected to go
"fishing with the principal". Jonah chose Brady Goff to go
along, and the boys enjoyed an outing with food, sunshine,
drinks, and fishing. (a few keepers were caught) Jonah was
selected from a group of Kindergarten through 7th graders who
put their names in a hat. As an extra incentive, students with
exceptional and perfect church attendance could put their
name in more times.

Thank You To:

Perfect Church Attendance

e Our Board of Education for working so hard to provide

the best Christian education possible in McLeod
County!
o Bob Schuft for donating straw for the school garden.

Calendar Notes

July 4 Independence Day

August 16 Teachers report

August 24 PS3-4 Orientation

August 26 Registration, supply drop off
August 29 Blessing of the Backpacks
August 31 First day of school

Sept. 3-6 No School, Labor Day Weekend

Congratulations to the following students who had perfect or
exceptional church attendance for the school year; Phoebe
Nikolaisen, (perfect) Connor Donnay, Chloe Donnay, Autumn
Gruber, Axel Gruber, Tristan Quast, Grady Schuft, Erika
Goche, Madison Goche, Kole Christensen, Seth Mathews,
Rachel Pixler, Isaiah Nikolaisen, and Sophia Pixler. Praise
God for healthy bodies and dedicated parents.

$200 for FREE

Honor Roll

Congratulations to the following students who attained the
honor roll for the third trimester at First Lutheran School:

“B” Honor Roll: Owen Busse, Xander Plath, Alex Cisewski,
Marek Lewin, Kyler Pokornowski, Rachel Pixler, Grace
Puckett, Grace Schultz, Lizzy Grimm, Kole Christensen, and
Beth Wendinger.

“A” Honor Roll: Kryptan Wisch, Erika Goche, Isaiah
Nickolaisen, Cooper Foss, Cody Michaelis, Brooke
Mickolichek, Bennet Goff, Seth Mathews, Lauren
Betcher, and Grady Schuft.

Praise God for the gifts he has given these students!

First Lutheran is offering $200 to any school family who
recommends a family to First Lutheran and that family
registers a child, or children, for the current or upcoming
school year. If you get two families to register you get $400!
Spread the good news that First Lutheran School is a great
place to learn about God’s love and the awesome world He
has given us!

Ongoing Fundraisers

-11 -

We are collecting Box Tops, Coborn’s MORE reward points
and Country Hearth labels. You can also use Amazon Smile
and a portion of your order gets donated to First Lutheran
School. Our last check was for over $100 from the Box Tops
program, and we are expecting a check for over $1,000 from
Coborns. Keep up the good work!




Special Gifts Received in June

Karen Covington (In Memory of Rosalie Hemerick)

$100

General Fund

First Lutheran Financial Report

2020-2021 Financials: July-May (YTD)

GENERAL FUND INCOME (July-May)
Current Year

Offering Envelopes 716,650.21
Debt Reduction 27,710.54
Thrivent “Choice” Member Elections 6,089.00
McLeod Cares $ 15,234.15
Rebates 453.23
School “Keep It Happening” Fund 1,625.00
School Tuition 178,018.49

$ 945,780.62

GENERAL FUND EXPENSES (July-May)

Staff 880,412.10
Employer Payroll Expense (147.84)
Buildings 88,188.41
Operations 31,638.29
Interest on Line of Credit (4.96)

$ 1,000,086.00

2020-2021 MISSIONS & ANGEL SEED OFFERINGS:

$ 15,894.00

May 31st GENERAL FUND INDEBTEDNESS:
Last Year’s May 31st General Indebtedness:

Last Year
730,575.65
49,150.41
7,832.00

-0 -

-0 -
1,945.00
162,827.13
$ 952,330.19

Last Year
858,170.93
1,395.76
84,201.33
33,404.55
874.00
$ 978,046.57

$ 16,822.50

($ 223,379.90)
($ 314,402.28)
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