
Rev. Dan Welch Easter 4.4.21 Text- Zechariah 14:8-11 “The New Jerusalem” 

 [Slide of a City] Cities spend big bucks on marketing. For example, a 

few years ago, Philadelphia spent 20 million dollars on a campaign called 

“The City That Loves You Back.” Really? Someone once told me the only 

thing that grows in Philadelphia is the crime rate!  

 [Downtown Minneapolis Slide] If Philly is a hard sell, how do you 

market Minneapolis, especially these days? How about this?  

 [Minneapolis Meme Slide]“Minneapolis: Come for the culture, stay 

because you’ve been carjacked” Actually, I just made that one up. But 

going along with that, here’s a question: “When you drive east from 

Glencoe on 212, how do you know when you’ve made it to Minneapolis?” 

The answer: “When you pull up to a red light, you roll your windows up, 

lock your doors and call 911! Then you know you made it to 

Minneapolis!” 

  In all seriousness, I do love the lakes and all the natural beauty of my 

home city, in addition the arts, and the excellent professional sports 

facilities. But with that being said, I am so thankful to God to be living 

here in Glencoe with you! 



   [Slide of Heaven] Also with all jokes aside, there is another description 

of a city I recently came across. You could also call this one a city 

marketing campaign, too: “FREE! Beautiful mansions located in a perfect 

golden city with 100% clean water, no utility bills, flawless roads, perfect 

climate, immunity from pandemics, beautiful music, free transportation, 

no taxes, no extra expenses and no fine print whatsoever.” Who can make 

an offer like that? To a city like that? To a future like that? Jesus. Jesus can. 

And Jesus does! 

[Slide of Empty Tomb and 3 Crosses] Although Jesus was betrayed, 

arrested, tormented, tortured—crucified, dead and buried; and although 

it was all ugly, vile and barbaric—it was not the end. Good Friday was not 

the end! Far from it! Christ is alive! Death has no more dominion over 

him! Heaven’s best took hell’s worst and triumphed! The master of death 

could not destroy the Lord of Life! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed! 

That is the good news of Easter that we joyfully proclaim this day! 

            For about the past seven weeks, during the season of Lent, we’ve 

been looking at the Old Testament prophet Zechariah. Today we come to 



the last chapter of the book—Zechariah 14—where the prophet rolls out 

his promotional campaign for the New Jerusalem, God’s forever home in 

heaven for all believers. 

            Okay, I think I can read your thought bubbles. You’re wondering, 

“How will talk about heaven help me now? There’s a whole lot dragging 

me down now on Earth. The economy is still not where it should be. The 

case numbers of COVID are back on the rise in McLeod County. There are 

some other serious things I have to deal with, too!” (“How is talk about 

heaven going to help me right now?”) Before you give up on this sermon I 

would like you to consider…. 

            [Slide ->]God’s Promise: Hope for heaven tomorrow changes how 

I live on earth today. Hope for heaven tomorrow changes how I live on 

earth today. Hope keeps us from giving into despair—now. Hope helps 

us get out of bed and go to work—now. Hope gives meaning to daily life—

now. Hope liberates us from the selfishness of fear and greed—now. 

Zechariah saturates his promotion of the New Jerusalem with hope. He 

makes five points.   



            [Slide->] The Hunger for the New Jerusalem. “I will gather all the 

nations to Jerusalem for battle and the city will be captured and the 

houses plundered and the women ravished. And half of the city will go 

forth into exile.” (Zech 14:2) Zechariah envisions Jerusalem overrun by 

marauding armies; capturing, imprisoning and exiling half of the city’s 

citizens. What kind of marketing strategy is this? It’s what every good 

campaign does. The prophet paints a picture of the old, so we hunger for 

the new—the New Jerusalem!  

             The new is so much better than the old; the future is so much 

better than the past. Our past? It’s not pretty. It’s full of frustrations and 

failures. It’s full of pain and deep disappointment. Our past is marked by 

selfishness and sin, pride and pretending. 

             [Slide of little girl] Perhaps you’ve heard about the five-year old 

girl who spent the night with a friend. The little girl did fine during the 

day, but when it got dark, she got scared. The friend’s mother asked her, 

“Honey, are you homesick?” With childlike innocence the little girl 

replied, “No ma’am. I’m not homesick. I’m here sick!” 



            We’re all here sick. Sick of all the problems we face here. This past 

year we have all been  sick of feeling isolated here. We’re sick of 

quarantines and social distancing here. We’re sick of what this has been 

doing to us here—tense relationships, high anxiety, and financial fears off 

the charts. We’re all sick here. That’s Zechariah’s point. There’s a better 

place than here. It’s there, the New Jerusalem.  

             [Slide ->] The Fighter for the New Jerusalem. Zechariah 14:3, 

“The LORD will go forth and fight.” The LORD fights every enemy that 

stands in the way of our eternal life in the New Jerusalem. On Easter, 

Christ even defeats the last enemy—death! Life confronts death and 

guess what? Life wins. Death dies and life wins!  

“The LORD will go forth and fight.” Is the Coronavirus against you? 

Is the economy against you? Are your emotions against you? These are 

unprecedented days, to be sure. Nevertheless, God goes forth to fight to 

get you to the New Jerusalem. God fights for you stuck in hopeless 

despair. For you with the lost job. For you with the bad business break, 



the bad credit score, the bad attitude. The Hunger for the New Jerusalem. 

The Fighter for the New Jerusalem.  

            [Slide ->] The Ruler over the New Jerusalem. “The LORD will be 

King.” (Zech 14:9) What will the LORD do as Ruler over the New 

Jerusalem? Zechariah 14:6–7—there will be no cold or frost. There will be 

no darkness, only light. Zechariah 14:8, living water will flow out from 

Jerusalem. It will continue in summer and in winter. Drought and scarcity 

will give way to water and life. Zechariah 14:10, Jerusalem will rise above 

everything else, making the city a light on a hill.  

The LORD will be King over it all! In fact, the term “all,” appears 

twelve times in Zechariah 14. Twelve? Twelve tribes in Israel. Twelve 

apostles. Twelve is the complete number in the Bible. Twelve announces 

all things—all things will be new! Perfect relationships. Perfect bodies. 

Perfect bliss, perfect joy and perfect delight. It’s because the LORD will be 

the Ruler over the New Jerusalem.              

[Slide->] The Builder of the New Jerusalem. “Jerusalem shall dwell 

in security.” (Zech 14:11) Cities are only as secure as their foundation and 



God, our Builder, lays a solid foundation. We have security—eternal 

security. This security comes from Jesus who says, “I go to prepare a place 

for you.” Christ builds the New Jerusalem where we will live in absolute 

security.   

The New Jerusalem isn’t “just your imagination”. The New Jerusalem 

isn’t a pipe-dream or a sentimental wish. The New Jerusalem is real. 

When we die we will be doing much more than “existing in the memories” 

of our loved ones. We will be with Christ and when Christ returns he will 

build the New Jerusalem where we will dwell in absolute security—

forevermore.  

[Slide->] The Giver of the New Jerusalem. “The LORD” appears 15 

times in Zechariah 14. Yahweh. Life. On Easter we can believe it! God 

gives entrance to the New Jerusalem to all people regardless of age, 

gender, standing, past, position, race or nation. God gives entrance to all 

who believe.  

            [Slide of words that give hope] A recent survey asked Americans, 

“What words give you the most hope?” Number one: “I love you.” Number 



two, “I forgive you.” Number three, “Supper’s ready.” These three phrases 

summarize our hope. God says, I love you … I forgive you … Supper’s 

ready. That’s the marriage feast of the Lamb in the New Jerusalem where 

we will sing an endless and deathless Hallelujah!  

            [Slide of blossoming flower] Hope for tomorrow changes today. 

Hope for heaven tomorrow changes how I live on earth today. Take a 

look regardless of what else may be happening to you now on earth, 

because of the New Jerusalem, we will blossom and we will flourish 

because we have hope! Amen.  


