
Rev. Dan Welch Epiphany 2    1-17-21    Text- 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20 
Did you happen to notice how all three of today’s Scripture readings have 

to do with a “calling”? In the Old Testament lesson, we have the account of God 
calling Samuel to one day become the religious leader of Israel. In the Gospel 
reading, we have Jesus calling Phillip and Nathanael to “follow Him” as His 
disciples. Then finally in our Epistle lesson we hear how God has given each of 
us a special calling as Christians to glorify (or honor) God with the body He has 
given us.  

But there is one more “reading” I’d like to hold up for you today to relate 
what it means to be called by the Lord, and that is the story of… Pinocchio. Yes, 
that’s right, the children’s fairy tale, Pinocchio. The fascinating, fun, and 
fictitious story of a little wooden puppet will (hopefully!) be able to help me 
convey the Good News of God’s love for you this morning. Especially as it 
relates to our Epistle readings from 1 Corinthians chapter 6 which has all to do 
with our call to follow Christ.    

Behind every well-crafted children’s story, I believe there lies a deeper 
meaning from which every wise adult, as well as every thoughtful child, can 
learn a valuable lesson. And every so often, as the Biblical text applies, a pastor 
can adapt a fairy tale to bring out the truth of the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ 
for the building up and maybe even the enjoyment of those who listen to 
Him. Yes, sometimes a fairy tale, with a secular moral to it, can be adapted and 
used as a model to demonstrate how God really does work in the lives of us His 
people.  In this case for how we too are called to follow God, like the people in 
our Bible readings today were also called.  
I.  In being called by God we are made alive (Col 3:1-4). 

For many of us, our calling from God first came about at Baptism. 
 This is the place where through water and the Word, God called us. He did it 
by placing His Name upon us- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit- and claiming us to 
be His own. Baptism is where many of us were brought to spiritual life and 
given the call to be one of God’s beloved sons or daughters. For others of us, we 
may have received God’s call through hearing and believing God’s word when 
we were a bit older. 

Now, let’s compare this to how Pinocchio came to life.  Do you remember? 
At first, He was only a lifeless wooden puppet, a marionette with strings, 
constructed by the kind master-craftsman, Gepetto. But that night after he 
finished building Pinocchio, Gepetto prayerfully wished upon a star and by the 
power of the Blue Fairy disguised as that star, the little wooden puppet named 
Pinocchio was amazingly brought to life!  



Now, as I re-watched this classic 1940 Walt Disney movie this past Friday 
(purely for sermon research purposes, mind you!), I was struck by how 
Pinocchio’s coming to life can serve to remind us of how we really did came to 
life spiritually before God. Whether it was through Baptism or through hearing 
and trusting in God’s Word. Before this happened; before we came to faith in 
God, the Lord’s messenger St. Paul speaks the truth in Ephesians 2 verse 1 
when he says, “(We)were dead in (our) trespasses and sin.” We were 
physically alive yet spiritually dead similar to how Pinocchio was lifeless, 
before the Blue Fairy granted Gepetto’s wish.   

Our spiritual death is the sinful state we inherited from our first parents 
Adam and Eve.  But through Holy Baptism we are brought to life before God as 
Paul says in Romans 6 verse 4, “We were … buried with (Christ) through 
baptism into death in order that just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” Like us, Pinocchio 
was brought to life by a spirit, the Blue Fairy, and he was given life in the 
imperfect form of a wooden puppet with the hopes of one day becoming a real 
boy. But we were brought to life by the Spirit, the Holy Spirit, a very real 
Person in our lives who has granted us access to eternal life in heaven. 

II.  We are freed from the curse and demands of the Law (1 Cor. 6:12). 
   When Pinocchio was brought to life it meant not only a wish come true 
for Gepetto but also a whole host of experiences and sensations for Pinocchio. 
He could move on his own without any strings. He could, talk, sing, dance, and 
more. Being brought to spiritual life for us means that we get to experience 
freedom from sin, death, and the old evil foe, the devil. We are also freed from 
the curse of having to follow the law in order to achieve salvation.  

Through the law God says, “be holy as I the LORD your God am holy.” But 
because Christ was perfectly obedient to God’s holy law, and because of 
Christ’s dying for us on the cross, along with His resurrection to life, we are set 
free from the demand to be perfect, because Christ has made us perfect 
through faith in His sacrifice. St. Paul explains the Lord’s amazing love in 2 
Corinthians 5:21, “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us that we might 
have the righteousness of Christ.” Because of this we are now freed from the 
curse of the Law.  

However, it is this very freedom that now belongs to all Christians,  that 
led the Corinthians in our Epistle to develop their, misguided motto, “All things 
are lawful for me.”   

III.  We are led by our love for Jesus to shun immorality and glorify God in 
our body (I Cor. 6:18). 



Now, while it is true that there is now no condemnation for those who 
trust in Christ, (See Romans 8:1), it is also very true that we as God’s children 
are not to abuse this freedom and to continue to sin on purpose (See Romans 
6:1). The Corinthian Christians were terribly abusing the Gospel freedom God 
had given them in Christ. They falsely and wickedly reasoned that because God 
had made them perfect through their Baptism into Jesus, that now they could 
go their merry way and sin as much as they wanted. “All things are lawful for 
me,” they boasted.   

Again, getting back to little Pinocchio, when he was deceived the sly fox 
“Honest John” to skip school and become an actor, Pinocchio came up with his 
own boastful motto. Do you remember his song? “I got no strings to hold me 
down… There are no strings on me!” Just like Pinocchio misused his freedom 
from being attached to strings, the Corinthians abused their Christian freedom 
to gratify the deceitful pleasures of the flesh. They indulged in all kinds of 
immoral living and were in grave danger of losing their gift of spiritual life and 
being condemned to hell. That is why Paul was desperately trying to warn 
them in this letter. 

As you may remember when Pinocchio was brought to life, he was 
basically good, however naive. He pretty much had the right intentions and 
wanted to do as his father Gepetto had told him. But then he foolishly let 
himself be led astray by the sly fox, “Honest John.” When he was later asked by 
the Blue Fairy about his bad choices, Pinocchio told one lie after another in an 
attempt to cover up his wrongdoing. And you know what happened! It’s 
probably the thing for which Pinocchio is most famous: His nose began to 
grow, more and more with every lie he told until finally the Blue Fairy said to 
him: “A lie keeps growing and growing until it is as plain as the nose on your 
face.” Here’s another application point for us: God’s Word puts it this way for 
each of us, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us” (1 John 1:8). In other words, we may fool others with lies and deceit, and 
excuses, but God sees it all.  

Fortunately for Pinocchio, the Blue Fairy had mercy on him and restored 
his nose back to it’s normal size. However, she said it would be the last time 
she would do so. Then she gave him this warning: “A boy who won’t be good 
might just as well be made of wood.” In other words, if he ever wanted to fulfil 
his dream of becoming a real boy and not just a wooden puppet who could talk 
and move, he would have to prove his worth. She even told him, “Prove 
yourself brave, truthful, and unselfish and someday you will be a real boy.” 



Unfortunately for Pinocchio, he was soon lead astray once again and 
allowed himself to be tempted by “Honest John”. This time to head off to a 
place that had no rules and where he could do whatever he wanted. That place 
fittingly enough was called “Pleasure Island.” Like the sinful desires that we 
face, Pinocchio too, was enticed into disobeying his father, ignoring his 
conscience, and abusing his body through over-indulgences. We too, 
sometimes are tempted and persuaded by the crafty, dishonest fox, the devil, 
and by the sinful pleasures of this world to go against God. Pinocchio abused 
the new life he had been given, just like the Corinthians were doing in our 
Epistle lesson.   

The harsh truth is, we are really no different. Whether we have been 
sexually immoral like the Corinthians, mischievous and over-indulgent like 
Pinocchio, or whatever the sin, we all like sheep have gone astray, Isaiah writes 
truthfully in Isaiah 53. Yes, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us.”  No matter how many times we may recite those 
words from1 John in our Liturgy, we can never lose sight of the fact that we do 
indeed sin against God every day. We are in desperate need of His 
forgiveness. And the wonderful, incomparable Good News is this: God delights 
to give you His forgiveness. He loves to give you His forgiveness in ways that 
you can know for certain apply to you right here in the Divine Service. It’s here, 
through His means of grace, His Word and Sacraments. 

Remember how I said the Blue Fairy had told Pinocchio that he had to 
‘prove himself brave, truthful, and unselfish’ in order to one day become a real 
boy and that “a boy who won’t be good might just as well be made of wood”? 
Here is the point where Pinocchio’s story parts ways with ours. As hard as we 
may try, and should try, to please God with our choices, it is only because of 
God’s Son, Jesus who alone is perfectly brave, truthful, and unselfish that we 
receive our ultimate goal of eternal life with God in heaven.  It’s only because 
He chose the wood of the cross; to die for you and me there, that we are 
counted as “good” in God’s sight. It’s entirely by God’s grace. It’s not by our 
works! It’s all by His love. 

And you know, actually, in a way the Corinthians were right about the 
Christian life when they said that “all is lawful for me.”  But the freedom that 
God has given us in Christ is not a freedom to indulge ourselves in whatever 
sins we feel like. Instead, our freedom is a liberty which is bound to Christ by 
love. It’s a freedom that seeks only to love and serve Him by loving and serving 
other people in the best ways we can.   



So how do we know what is the right thing to do? Well, how did Pinocchio 
know what was right? I haven’t mentioned him before now, but you may 
remember that the Blue Fairy provided Jiminy Cricket a guide. He was to serve 
as Pinocchio’s “conscience” to lead him to choose what was right over what 
was wrong. With all love and respect to Jiminy Cricket, we have something 
much better! We have God’s Holy Spirit! He was given to us when God called us 
to faith. He lives in us and also works through God’s Word to guide us in the 
way we should go. As it says in Psalm 119:105, “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path.”  

Of the many things that are now lawful for you and me as God’s beloved 
children, the Holy Spirit leads us, and we need to follow, in doing those things 
which are helpful, and meaningful, and not offensive to our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. By doing this we will expose Satan’s seductions and be able to 
oppose them with the powerful Word of God.  
We can read the Bible, hear His Word, and pay attention to His Word written 
on our hearts by means of a conscience to help and guide us.  

In turn we can help to guide others, especially at this time in history when 
we witness so many people who are sinking in the muck and mire of a 
meaninglessness existence lived without faith in God. The temptation to live as 
if God doesn’t exist and to indulge in all kinds of sin are everywhere. But we 
have the best news of all to share with everyone. God wants everyone to know 
He loves them. They belong to His family. He loves them, has a good purpose 
for them, and wants them to live forever in the joys of paradise.  
IV.  God will raise us as He raised Christ (I Cor. 6:14). 

Now because of time, I do need to skip over a few things in the story of 
Pinocchio, but by the end of the story Pinocchio proved himself brave and true, 
and unselfish and he did indeed become a real boy! But none of that would 
have happened if Pinocchio’s loving “father” Gepetto had not first gone to seek 
him out when Pinocchio had gone astray and was lost. In the same way God 
sought us out and He continues to seek us out to stay close to Him now, so we 
can live with Him forever! 

This part of the story can remind us that as we remain true to God and His 
plan for us in Christ, we too, will be given our wish and God the Father’s wish, 
to live in heaven with Him forever. There, we too, will have perfect physical 
bodies and along with our spirits made perfect by Him. 

Today we have heard about a lot about calling. Samuel’s calling to serve 
God, Philip and Nathanael’s calling to follow God in Christ, and ours to do both. 
We can be confident that as long as we do not reject our calling from God to be 



His children, but remain in God’s love and stay connected to Christ through His 
Word and Sacrament, that no matter what temptations we face, no matter 
what sins we foolishly fall into, we too will receive a happy ending when God 
will raise our bodies on the last day to live forever. Then and there we will live 
in peace and joy with Him and all those who have died with faith in 
Him.  Heaven is truly the only place where we can and will live... happily ever 
after.  The End.  I mean, Amen! 
 


